
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 101 
11th MARCH 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 715... Last Friday’s RAFOC lunch and AGM (see below) provided some welcome fellowship 
and respite from the daily dog and pony show... because uncertainty is the hallmark of being a South 
African: Will the lights stay on?... Will the state of disaster ever end?... Can the Proteas keep up this 
performance?... Will the fuel price ever come down again?... Who will win the soul of the ANC?... 
And, what will it mean for each of us? International Women’s Day 2022: Cheap Talk, Empty 
Promises... Zuma's 'super spy' and the R1.5bn looting spree... Bathabile guilty of perjury (and the 
rest)... Load shedding, vandalism wreak havoc on Metrorail train services across Cape Town... 
Ukraine: SA has made a costly choice... ja, well, no fine... 
The world has reacted with revulsion to stark images of Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. It is, 
however, an entirely predictable Communist “campaign”: Strike on children’s hospital ‘ultimate 
evidence that genocide is happening’ -  clearly outright terrorism against the civilian population, and 
Russia is doing exactly as it did in Syria... while televisions in Moscow show a different story entirely, 
alleging that the Ukrainians are the aggressors and the Russians their liberators... classic Bolshevik 
double-speak... and the fog of war... Zelenskiy’s “Zoom” address to House of Commons... France 
on the sidelines... 'Another disaster in the long line of Macron's foreign policy failures.' 
Jonny Bairstow staves off a top order collapse to seize the day against West Indies... One year on 
from Oprah: Meghan, Harry and the year that wasn't... The Prince of Wales will reportedly lend the 
Duke of York several million pounds to enable him to pay off his sex abuse accuser before a court-
imposed deadline... 
  
CHURCHILL ON RUSSIA: 
 

Famously, Winston Churchill defined Russia as "a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma," 
and his words in 1939 spoke eloquently to the Western sense of Moscow as the "other" - an 
inscrutable and menacing land that plays by its own rules, usually to the detriment of those who 
choose more open regulations. “If I were asked the difference between Socialism and Communism, 
I could only reply that the Socialist tries to lead us to disaster by foolish words and the Communist 
could try to drive us there by violent deeds.” "If you will not fight for right when you can easily win 
without bloodshed; if you will not fight when your victory is sure and not too costly; you may come to 
the moment when you will have to fight with all the odds against you and only a precarious chance 
of survival. There may even be a worse case. You may have to fight when there is no hope of victory, 
because it is better to perish than to live as slaves." 
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POSEIDON IN ACTION: 
 

 
 

A Royal Air Force Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft has joined other NATO ships and aircraft to 
locate and track Russian Navy warships in the Mediterranean Sea. Deployed to the region on a 
training exercise, the aircraft was reassigned to support a coalition of NATO warships tasked with 
the shadowing of Russian vessels. The Russian warships, which included Slava Class cruisers, 
Udaloy Class destroyers, and their support vessels, were monitored from a discrete distance as part 
of the NATO collective defence mission. "We were able to use Poseidon, one of the most capable 
intelligence platforms in the world, to support our allies by getting in close and identifying those ships. 
As one of the only nations within NATO with this platform, our involvement enhances the ability of 
the Alliance to monitor Russian activity. It was a great demonstration that a British sovereign 
maritime patrol capability is ready to assist allies and partners in combined operations. It was also 
important to show that we’re standing alongside our NATO partners and other nations, contributing 
to the security of the Alliance. We have a selection of the most modern, advanced, and capable 
sensors fitted to any aircraft in the world. Our search radar, combined with our video camera and 
other advanced sensors that allow us to detect radars and other emissions, means we can very 
quickly produce a picture of exactly what’s happening on the surface of the sea." (And on the surface 
of the land, we trust...) Sqn Ldr Dave Higgins Mission Commander, CXX Squadron. 
 
RAF F-35 LIGHTNINGS DEPLOY TO ESTONIA: 
 

 
 

F-35B Lightning aircraft from RAF Marham have arrived at Amari airbase in Estonia to carry 
out NATO enhanced Vigilance Activity. This activity provides air policing of NATO airspace, 
further contributing to the security of Europe.  Previously the airbase has been regularly used 
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by RAF Typhoons on Operation AZOTIZE to carry out the NATO Baltic Air Policing, 
safeguarding the integrity of NATO’ airspace. Aside from their state-of-the-art stealth technology, 
the 5th generation Lightnings carry a variety of weapons and are capable of multiple simultaneous 
missions. "It’s fantastic to have the RAF here. For the Estonians, having extra Allied aircraft and 
troops is a great support to them, particularly with regards to the regional security situation. It adds 
to both deterrence and reassurance, so having the extra capability here is much appreciated. The 
reassurance that NATO has given has been absolutely crucial to the Estonians. Having the 
additional NATO capabilities here provides extra reassurance and the security that being part of the 
organisation with its Article Five guarantee gives them." (Ross Allen, UK Ambassador to Estonia) 
 
*************** 
OBITUARIES: 
 
MAJOR HAROLD “SMOKY” SIMON SAAF and IAF: has died aged 101 on 28 February 2022, was 
born in the Orange Free State, South Africa, to a father from Lithuania, (then part of Kovno 
Governorate, Vilna Governorate and Suwałki Governorate, Russia), and a mother from England, 
grew up in South Africa. He studied accounting and commerce at the University of 
Witwatersrand and volunteered in 1941 to join the South African Air Force, serving as a navigator 
and bombardier. 
 

 
Israeli aviation legend Harold “Smoky” Simon (100) taking to the skies again after 70 years 

 

He returned to Johannesburg after the war, worked as an accountant and married Myra Weinberg. 
Three weeks after their wedding, in May 1948, they moved to Israel to assist with the War of 
Independence and both joined the Israeli Air Force. Simon was recruited to be a navigator and 
bombardier. In June 1948 he became the IAF’s chief of operations and participated in 24 
reconnaissance and bombing missions. He stayed in Israel after the war and was discharged from 
the IAF in 1950 as a major. In 1962 Simon started the Simon and Wiesel Insurance Agency which 
specialized in life insurance. He sold the portfolios to Migdal insurance agency in 2000. He has been 
Chairman of World Machal since 1968 and was a founding member of the Menachem Begin 
Heritage Foundation in Jerusalem. He received the TELFED 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award for 
his service to Israel. His involvement in the founding of the State of Israel was featured in the 
movie Above and Beyond. In 2019, he was awarded the Sylvan Adams Bonei Zion Prize, which 
honors English-speaking immigrants to Israel who have made significant societal contributions. For 
days after he passed away at the age of 101, close to his 102nd birthday, tributes have continued 
to pour in for Harold “Smoky” Simon, one of the legendary founders of the Israeli Air Force. The IAF 
said on its official website that Simon left behind an enormous legacy containing “endless, heroic 
stories.” On May 14, 1948, one week after arriving in Israel from South Africa, he took off in a 
Bonanza aircraft, making it “the first Hebrew flight that he took part in,” the IAF recalled. “The plane 
flew towards Lebanon and left the borders of [Mandatory] Palestine, while at the same time, David 
Ben Gurion prepared to give a statement at Dizengoff House in Tel Aviv. When the aircrew returned 
from their mission, they already arrived in a land that turned into the State of Israel,” it stated. “His 
pioneering influence has been etched into the origins of the state.” H enlisted into the South African 
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air force at the age of 21 after studying accountancy. He fought against the Nazis for the 
Allies in the Second World War, gaining experience as a navigator on-board a bomber. At the end 
of the war, after setting up an accountancy firm, storm clouds of war gathered in the Middle East, 
and Simon decided to move to Israel and fight for it. After the War of Independence, Simon was 
asked to remain and set up air force infrastructure, the IAF said. “He served as head of the first 
operational squadron of the force, and worked to set up and promote many squadrons,” the IAF 
added. In 1950, Simon went back to South Africa, but in 1962 he returned to Israel for good.                                                 
“What characterized Smoky was empathy and love for the other, alongside courage that knew no 
bounds,” his son, Maj. (res.) Saul Simon, said, according to the IAF’s website. “But what most 
characterized him was his refusal to be cynical, he was sincere. That is one of the most beautiful 
traits that a person can have, and he was like that.” 
 
Wing Commander Thomas Welch Horton, DSO, DFC & Bar: (29 December 1919 – 6 
December 2021) was a Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) officer, pilot, and combat veteran 
who served with the Royal Air Force in a number of significant engagements during the Second 
World War. He was a member of No. 88 Squadron RAF and flew anti-ship missions in the Bristol 
Blenheim and Douglas Boston. Horton also served with and later commanded No. 105 Squadron 
RAF flying the de Havilland Mosquito in the Pathfinder Force (PFF) that marked targets for 
destruction by following groups of heavy bombers. 
 

                           
Mosquito B Mk IV serial DK338 before delivery to 105 Squadron 

 

Having completed Ab Initio training on Tiger Moths in 1939, Horton received additional flight training 
at Blenheim, New Zealand, in the Vickers Vildebeest, and then headed to England at the end of April 
1940 aboard the SS Mataroa. At RAF Benson, he trained on the Fairey Battle and was assigned to 
No. 88 Squadron RAF where he flew anti-ship patrols from RAF Sydenham in Northern Ireland. The 
squadron moved to RAF Swanton Morley in July 1941 where Horton transitioned to the Bristol 
Blenheim and flew more anti-ship patrols. In 1942, Flight Lieutenant Horton was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for his skill and bravery on anti-ship missions including the hazardous 
low-level attack on shipping at Rotterdam on 28 August 1941. On at least three missions, he 
successfully returned to base after one of his aircraft's engines had been disabled by anti-
aircraft fire. Winston Churchill, in a Message to the surviving aircrews said: “The devotion of the 
attacks on Rotterdam ... are beyond all praise.” Horton transitioned to the Douglas Boston and flew 
more anti-ship strikes from RAF Attlebridge northwest of Norwich, Norfolk, England. He participated 
in a number of Circus missions in which RAF bombers, escorted by friendly fighters, were used to 
draw out Luftwaffe fighters to their destruction. After completing his first combat tour, Horton spent 
a year as an instructor teaching instrument flying. In July 1943, Horton returned to operations, 
assigned to No. 105 Squadron RAF where he flew the de Havilland Mosquito light bomber from RAF 
Marham in Norfolk as part of the Pathfinder Force (PFF). The Pathfinders specialized in locating and 
marking targets with flares thereby improving the accuracy of the following main bomber force. No. 
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105 Squadron was part of the No. 8 (Pathfinder Force) Group. For Horton, this meant a change 
from low-level daylight to high altitude nighttime missions. The squadron utilized precision navigation 
aids such as the "Oboe" system that allowed the Pathfinders to accurately mark targets despite the 
industrial haze and cloud cover that obscured the area by night. Horton also dropped bombs, 
including the 4,000-pound (1,800 kg) "cookie", from his Mosquito. He participated in the Battle of the 
Ruhr in 1943 and protected the Normandy landings in 1944 and in that year, Squadron 
Leader Horton was awarded a Bar to his Distinguished Flying Cross for demonstrating "great 
courage and determination" on his missions with No. 105 Squadron. In June of the following year, 
he took command of the squadron. On 21 September 1945, Wing Commander Horton received 
the Distinguished Service Order. The citation recognized his "sound judgement and fine leadership 
as a flight commander". FlightGlobal included Horton in their 1945 photo presentation of Pathfinder 
leaders. Horton completed his World War II service with 111 sorties, 84 of them with the Pathfinders, 
and returned to New Zealand in 1946. In 1947 Horton retuned to UK and was commissioned with 
the Royal Air Force and commanded No. 203 Squadron RAF, flying maritime patrol missions in 
the Neptune MR.1. He served on the United Kingdom's Air Ministry staff and as a liaison officer in 
the Pentagon to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Horton retired with the rank of Wing 
Commander in 1966. 
 
************** 
 
RAF LADY IN DISTRESS RESCUED: 
 

THE CREW of a cargo ship staged a dramatic night sea rescue after RAF veteran Emma 
Wolstenholme issued a distress call 400 miles off the West African coast when her bid to row across 
the Atlantic was hit by disaster. The 39-year-old was forced to abandon her solo world record rowing 
attempt to cover the 3,000- mile distance between Tenerife and Barbados when electrical problems 
left her without vital satellite navigation. Kit failure also meant that the emergency battery on her 
Automatic Identification System (AIS) beacon – a safety device which pinpoints her location – was 
running dangerously low. She said: “Everything was going well until my electrics failed. I had been 
reasoning all the different work-arounds for every bit of kit that had failed. I could have continued for 
a couple more days on battery power but there was no point in delaying the inevitable. Without AIS 
no ships could see me and I wouldn’t get an alarm to wake me if one was approaching while I slept. 
With waves crashing over the side drenching me every few minutes it was too rough to sleep on the 
deck. The wind was between 25- 30 knots and was predicted to increase and the swell was the size 
of a house. “Trying to keep her 90 degrees to the waves was almost impossible and took all my 
concentration to hand-steer her into a safe position. It was a heartbreaking yet obvious decision. I 
made sure there was definitely no other way around the problems before I called for help.”                                                                                                     
Despite braving huge waves and extreme conditions in her 20ft boat, the Cadets Ambassador admits 
that navigating towards the gigantic Petrel Arrow cargo ship that answered her distress call was one 
of the most daunting moments of her life. She added: “Watching a 210m ship, lit up like a Christmas 
tree, at night drifting towards my tiny boat was one of the most terrifying moments of my life. “I heard 
a story of a boat being dragged under on a previous rescue and couldn’t stop thinking of that. I 
managed to release the parachute anchor with about 100m to go and then rowed with all my might 
into wind towards the ship. My boat was drifting towards the back and I really believed my nightmare 
was coming true. I managed to inch closer and the ship kept drifting towards me. “They threw me a 
rope but my boat was going up and down in the swell, scraping on the side of the ship. “I went for it 
and managed to grab hold of the rope ladder and took a moment to breathe, realising I was safe.” 
The Indian crew of 20 on board the Bahamian-registered Petrel Arrow were en route to Vlissingen 
in the Netherlands with a 70,000 tonne cargo of paper. After rescuing Emma they were able to winch 
her stricken 20ft boat on board. She said: “The captain said he could make one attempt but if it didn’t 
work, my boat would be gone. I was ecstatic. I followed the captain outside to watch the incredible 
teamwork of the crew of Petrel Arrow haul my boat up using ropes for control of position and a 
crane.” The intrepid veteran launched her record bid to raise £80,000 for the RAF Air Cadets and 
smashed her target before setting sail. She added: “I put my heart and soul into this adventure. I feel 
like I have let everyone down, but I keep trying to remind myself it was the right decision and that 
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the situation was escalating quickly in a worse direction. Up until then it was going so well. I had 
dolphins join me for part of the journey. One night they were so close to my boat the red port-side 
light on my boat lit them up and they sparkled like something magical. I saw a whale too – it was 
huge. I experienced everything the ocean could throw at me and waves the size of houses. I had 
everything except for flat conditions.”  (Tracey Allen in RAF News) 
 
THE CASPIAN MONSTER (NO, NOT PUTIN): 
 

 
 

The only Soviet-era Lun-class ekranoplan ever completed was left to rust for 30 years, but now is 
on the move. Beached for over a year on the western shores of the Caspian Sea, it looks like a 
colossal aquatic beast - something bizarre perhaps more at home beneath the water than in the air. 
It certainly doesn't look like something that could ever fly. But fly it did - albeit a long time ago. The 
"Lun" ekranoplan was one of the last designs to come out of the Soviet ground effect vehicle 
program. Longer than an Airbus A380 superjumbo and almost as tall, despite its size and weight, 
the Lun was capable of reaching speeds of up to 550 kilometers per hour (340 mph) thanks to eight 
powerful turbofans located on its stubby wings. This formidable machine was even able to take off 
and land in stormy conditions, with waves of up to two and a half meters. Its intended mission was 
to conduct lightning sea-borne attacks with the six anti-ship missiles it carried in launch tubes placed 
at the top of its hull. Back in July 2020, after lying dormant for more than three decades, the Sea 
Monster of the Caspian, one of the most eye-catching flying machines ever built, was again on the 
move in what was, very likely, its final journey. It took 14 hours for a flotilla of three tugs and two 
escort vessels maneuvering slowly along the shores of the Caspian Sea to deliver their bulky, special 
cargo to its destination, a stretch of coast near Russia's southernmost point. It's here, next to the 
ancient city of Derbent, in Russia's republic of Dagestan, that the 380-ton "Lun-class Ekranoplan" 
has found its new, and most likely definitive, home. The last of its breed to sail the waters of the 
Caspian, "Lun" was abandoned after the 1990s collapse of the Soviet Union, condemned to rust 
away at Kaspiysk naval base, some 100 kilometers (62 miles) up the coast from Derbent. But, before 
it could fade into oblivion, it was rescued thanks to plans to make it a tourist attraction. Ironically, 
this happens right at a time when this unusual sea craft concept could be poised to make a 
comeback. Lun is to become the star of Derbent's planned "Patriot Park," a military museum and 
theme park that will display different sorts of Soviet and Russian military equipment. Construction of 
the park seems to have moved at a much slower pace than originally planned, though. Rather than 
starting work in late 2020, a 400 million rouble budget (approx. $5.4M) was reportedly allocated to 
the project in April 2021. 
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SPITFIRE PROJECT AND PICTURES: 
 

 
 

At our most enjoyable and well-attended RAFOC luncheon on Friday 4 March, Jesper Scheelke and 
David MacKinnon-Little donated three framed pictures to the Club. Jesper’s pictures were from late 
RAFOC Member Palle Plöger’s collection. They were of a Spitfire cockpit and of Operation Carthage 
Shellhus, the Gestapo HQ in Copenhagen being attacked by RAF Mosquitos. RAFOC President 
David MacKinnon-Little presented a framed picture of Jack Malloch’s Spitfire Mk22 which at one 
time adorned Thornhill Air Base as a gate guardian. This was prior to its restoration to flying status. 
Sadly, the Spitfire crashed on last day of filming the documentary Pursuit of a Dream on 26 March 
1982, killing Jack Malloch. RAFOC Committee members agreed to donate the Spitfire pictures to 
the Spitfire Restoration initiative at the SAAF Museum at Swartkops headed by an enthusiastic Ian 
Grace (RAFOC Member). Ian Grace’s determination, as attested by Tony Smit (RAFOC Member) 
and former OC of the SAAF Museum, has been responsible for the commencement of the Spitfire 
Restoration hangar at Swartkops which was celebrated with a ‘roof-wetting’ event on Saturday 5 
March. A crowd of 49 influential enthusiasts, including RAFOC members Dave Evans and Jeff Earle, 
and representatives of various aviation organisations, attended the function. The Jack Malloch 
Spitfire and the Palle Plöger Spitfire cockpit pictures were well received and will be displayed with 
an inscription referring to their origin from RAFOC. This event was appropriately reported in “Pilots 
Post” which will get international coverage (by Karl Jensen) 
 
SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUELS (SAFS): 
 

SAFs are sustainable fuels that greatly reduce aviation’s climate impact. They can be divided into 
two categories: Fuels that are produced using biomass Synthetic fuels produced using renewable 
energy and CO2. SAFs in use today: Synthetic fuels are not yet produced on an industrial scale; 
demonstration plants are currently in the pipeline. Smaller amounts of biofuels are already in use, 
corresponding to about 0.1 percent of global kerosene consumption, which was 300 million metric 
tons in 2019. MTU is supporting several projects to set up power-to-liquid production facilities. 
Sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs) have the potential to greatly reduce aviation’s climate impact. 
What exactly are SAFs? And what kind of benefits do they have? The benefit of SAFs: Because 
SAF production uses CO2 as a raw material, it significantly reduces the fuel’s carbon footprint by 80 
percent or more, depending on the process used. SAFs can already be “dropped in” to the existing 
fleet through admixtures of up to 50 percent, with no need to adapt the infrastructure, the aircraft or 
the engine. In initial trials, SAFs have additionally shown great potential for reducing contrails and 
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their climate impact: this makes SAFs the technology for directly improving the climate 
impact of the existing fleet. The role of hydrogen: Hydrogen forms the basis of several SAF 
production processes. That means aviation can make complementary use of hydrogen and SAF. 
Over long distances, SAFs may have advantages over hydrogen, but over shorter distances, fuel 
cells show great potential: this concept is virtually emissions-free. MTU is working with the German 
Aerospace Center (DLR) to develop the flying fuel cell demonstrator, which will take off in the next 
few years. The demand for SAFs in aviation:  If aviation is to become climate-neutral, sustainable 
aviation fuels will need to be in use across the board by 2050. Total demand amounts to some 600 
million metric tons. To meet that demand, it will be essential to provide large amounts of renewable 
energy and CO2 for synthetic SAFs. Demand will initially have to be met using today’s biogenic 
manufacturing processes. Advanced biogenic and synthetic processes that are highly sustainable 
must follow. A blend of biogenic and synthetic manufacturing processes maximizes the available 
volume. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 
 

A convivial gathering of 36 members assembled in the Cigar Bar at Wanderers for the March Lunch 
and AGM. Grace said, the company applied themselves to a delectable starter of Chicken Tempura, 
and orders were taken for the main course which took some time as some members had difficulty 
with the choice of Steak or Fish, and recounts were necessary. Since preparation of the main course 
was to take some time, the Chairman called the meeting to order, and a Quorum being present, 
declared the AGM open. The business on the Agenda was completed with all convenient despatch, 
reports delivered and approved, the Hon. Sec and the Hon Treasurer were re-elected unopposed 
and the outgoing Committee, being available for re-election, were re-elected unanimously. There 
being no further business the Chairman closed the AGM formally, in what was probably record time, 
just as the main courses arrived, to which the members applied themselves diligently. Russell’s 
Raffle was drawn with happy winners carrying off the wines and Scotch. It was clear that all present 
were happy to be able to meet for lunch A happy spirit of bonhomie prevailed, and a generous supply 
of fine wine being available, a good number of reliable men lingered until late afternoon. A couple of 
minor casualties were reported during the withdrawal phase of the engagement....  
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

There was this girl who was wonderful overall,  
Especially when she moved - she would enthrall, 
All the single men, 
Again and again, 
The most beautiful girl in the whole Transvaal.... 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 
For 10 days, Russia is bombing Ukraine – but they still have electricity... 
Here in South Africa, if just one bird pees on a power line we spend 7 days without power 

       



 9
 
 
 

      
 

 
 

 



 10

 

 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                                          RAFOC CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2021                                           
“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times” wrote Charles Dickens. My report to the Club last 
year began with those words, and quoted Peter Bruce, then speaking of SAA, commenting on “the 
pantomime that continues to surprise, amuse and confound”.  As it turned out, these words applied 
to the whole of South Africa, and the procession of astonishing events has continued unremittingly 
in the year under review following. The Zondo commission completed its hearings and has handed 
in its findings serially, mirroring the serial malfeasance at every turn of the road, not least in the 
highest echelons of the ANC – but as yet few prosecutions have yet been brought in yet another 
most eventful year for the body politic in the modern history of South Africa. The Coronavirus 
continued to turn the world upside down with impacts on us personally and economically which none 
of us could have foreseen, not least, we lost our civil liberties, and have been living in a totalitarian 
dictatorship in a “State of Disaster” ever since. We are only starting to understand the massive 
economic impact… the July insurrection in KZN still has to be fully understood. However, Covid has 
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miraculously disappeared due to the Russian invasion of the Ukraine, showing yet again that 
war is a game changer…  
While we can hardly say that the year under review has been “yet another in a succession of good 
years which the Club has enjoyed!” membership numbers have been sustained, and although 
monthly lunches had to cease, we are getting back to some normality including the Battle of Britain 
Lunch and flypast performed by the Flying Lions at Randpark Golf Club in September. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
This past year 6 of our members passed away – Coen van Roon, Bob Allison, Colin Francis, Sid 
Bottom, Shelagh Anderson, David “Bing” Crosby. We will remember them!  On the other side of the 
equation, we are pleased to record that the following new members in various categories joined us 
during the last year- General John Boardman and Captain John Harty, and this year Captains Russel 
Knowles, Carl Bollweg, and Ray Ledlie – So we continue to hold our own in the key area of 
membership, the lifeblood of this or any other similar organization. Thanks to all who have brought 
guests and introduced these new members to the Club – a warm welcome to them all. 
 

FINANCE 
As you will hear shortly from the Hon Treasurer when he presents the Financial Report, the Club 
continues, happily, to enjoy good financial health. Annual subscriptions remain unchanged at R75.  
I record our thanks, again, to our Hon Treasurer, Jeff Earle, for his stewardship of our financial 
affairs, and likewise to our Hon Auditor, Clive Shepherd, for promptly and efficiently performing the 
annual audit of our Financial Statements. 
 

WANDERERS CLUB 
Wanderers and SilvaSale were immediate casualties of the lockdown and brought to an end our 
longstanding relationship with the Wanderers Management, and with Pedro Silva and his SilvaSale 
Team. Wanderers is slowly coming back to life, as you will have seen in the newsletters, and the 
Club Chairman, Colin Warner, has made it clear that we are most welcome. Gavin Houlston and his 
‘Fourteen’ team have restarted operations and we are grateful to him for making this Cigar Bar 
available as the venue for our monthly lunches 
 

FUNCTIONS 
Apart from the SAAF Air Force Day Parade and Flypast, with restricted attendance, most of the 
planned Parades and Ceremonial Occasions and Memorial Services were again cancelled, with one 
or two exceptions such as the Sidi Rezegh Parade, the Warsaw Flights Service and the Annual 
Memorial Service at the Cenotaph in Johannesburg which took place subject to Covid Protocols, as 
did our Battle of Britain lunch of the 17 September 2021 at Randpark. Our thanks to Jon Adams for 
organizing that, and to Arnie, Scully and team for another spectacular flypast. 
 

MEMBER SATISFACTION 
The founding statement of RAFOC’s objective is “to perpetuate the spirit and history of the Royal Air 
Force by providing a framework for social interaction between members who seek to share 
experiences of aviation and to recreate as much as possible the atmosphere and traditions 
characteristic of an RAF Officers’ Mess.” We have maintained the flow of weekly “RAFOC 
Ramblings” newssheet - “Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force 
interest, or greetings to the Club or other happenings of interest that have helped us all to keep in 
contact and entertained through the lockdown. I’m happy to record that we have today released the 
100th Edition! Thanks again to all those who have continued to contribute! There has been very 
positive feedback to Ramblings which, in the absence of regular lunches, is probably the best 
indicator of member satisfaction - as well as the continued inflow of new members. Given that good 
feedback from members, your Committee deduces that the majority are happy with the way the Club 
is running in these very strange times. We remain keenly aware of the imperative to keep “raising 
our game” in a return to some normality and freedom of movement, while continuing to maintain and 
celebrate our traditions and history… 
 

FUTURE OF THE CLUB 
Despite South Africa’s “State of Disaster”, RAFOC continues to be a “going concern”, as your 
attendance here shows. Thank you to those who have arranged access to flying days and events,  
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and those who have introduced like-minded friends to the Club. Particular thanks go to those who 
have gone out of their way to keep touch with and bring along to functions senior members to whom 
transport or personal mobility is now an issue. I am again pleased to report that the outgoing 
Committee Members have made themselves available for re-election at this AGM.  
My personal thanks to my colleagues on the outgoing Committee, and indeed to you all, for your 
support and encouragement during my tenure as Chairman. It has been a privilege to serve. The 
future of the Club is in your hands as the membership. May we continue to enjoy the camaraderie, 
fun and fellowship of this Club for as many years as are left to us. Thank you all! 
 

Bruce Harrison                                                                                                                 March 2022                                         
Chairman 
 


