
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 105 
8th APRIL 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 750 - or whatever... State of Disaster ends… or has it?... don’t hold your breath... Armed attacks 
on City Power employees, two murdered, cable theft, illegal connections, non-payment... power cuts, 
water cuts... there’s a state of disaster for you... Mad Hatter’s head should roll (if he survives his 
grandstanding visit to Diepsloot)... No police in Diepsloot – they’re all at Randburg Magistrates Court 
for the EFF grandstanding... Hostages held for SASSA cash in KZN shopping centre... Bathabile 
Dhlamini convicted of perjury (at long last!)... Snuki Zikalala’s bizarre comments... Murder accused 
elected as ANC Councilor in Mpumalanga – par for the course?... no record of Ramaphosa’s call 
with Putin... Zuma’s trust in Putin drove attempted nuclear deal with Russia... S’true!... Secretary of 
Defence, Sonto Kudjoe investigated for fraud, theft and money laundering... she’s a piece of work... 
SSA agent "Helen" at the centre of accusations she embezzled and laundered more than R260 
million, and colluded with ANC politicians... “resistance to BEE will lead to chaos” (Ebrahim Patel)... 
hasn’t it already, Ebrahim?... Proteas shrug off Umpires’ nightmarish performance... Free State 
Cheetahs on the comeback trail... and surely no-one will want to miss The Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras 
and Arts Festival at the end of April? 
Russian atrocities against civilians revealed in withdrawal from Kiev... streets of Bucha “strewn with 
corpses”... 'This is a graveyard for you” - mass graves have been found across the Kyiv region... the 
big story: Putin's actions 'not far short of genocide'  
The Anglo-Swedish next-generation light anti-tank weapon (NLAW) has achieved cult status in 
Ukraine – “we hit it (the tank) thanks to gifts from her Majesty the Queen”... Zelensky addresses 
UN... UK could get 7 new nuclear power stations by 2050... Libyan gun runner Prince Andrew’s link 
to fraudster... escalating savagery of cocaine wars in Low Countries. “Designer Water” claims to 
cure Alzheimer’s and blindness... get it on Face Book... America dream “disintegrating before our 
eyes”... Biden exasperated as fans flock to Obama at White House... Poor Old Joe Biden President 
in name only... 
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FALKLANDS REMEMBERED: 
 

    
 

The Royal Air Force is remembering the start of the Falklands conflict that took place 40 years ago. 
On 2 April 1982, Argentine forces invaded and occupied the Falkland Islands, followed by South 
Georgia the next day. The British government dispatched a naval task force to engage the Argentine 
Navy and Air Force on 5 April 1982 to retake the islands. This task force eventually comprised 127 
ships from the Royal Navy, Royal Fleet Auxiliary as well as 62 merchant ships. British military 
operations in the Falklands conflict were given the codename Operation Corporate, with the Royal 
Navy and British Army being heavily involved on the ground and in the waters surrounding the 
islands. On 1 May 1982, a Royal Air Force Vulcan bomber successfully completed the first ‘Black 
Buck’ raid on the airfield at Stanley. Operation Black Buck was a series of long-range bombing 
missions that set off from Ascension Island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, approximately 4,000 
miles away from the Falkland Islands. The complex missions took around 16 hours and required air-
to-air refuelling from 11 RAF Victor aircraft. The Falklands conflict lasted 74 days with the Argentine 
forces surrendering on 14 June 1982. A total of 907 lost their lives and over 2,000 were wounded. 
Of the 907 that died, 255 were British servicemen, 649 were Argentine, and three were Falkland 
Island residents. In 1985, RAF Mount Pleasant opened as part of British efforts to strengthen the 
defence of the Falkland Islands. As part of British Forces South Atlantic Islands (BFSAI), Quick 
Reaction Alert aircraft are stationed there to defend the UK overseas territories 24/7. On 14 June 
2022, a ceremonial event will take place at the National Memorial Arboretum with the Royal British 
Legion inviting Falklands veterans, civilians, and family members. Registration is now open until late 
April and more information is available on the Royal British Legion website. One of the retired Royal 
Air Force personnel that were involved in the conflict 40 years ago, Senior Aircraftman Nick Turner, 
talks about his role and experiences. "Many of us actually thought the Falkland Islands were north 
of Scotland! I was still new to the RAF I had just turned eighteen the month before the conflict began. 
I was at the forward operating base at Port San Carlos until the ceasefire, when I was moved 
onboard the Canberra which was essentially a prisoner of war ship. Alongside the Welsh Guards, 
we took the POWs back to Argentina. Looking back, it feels like an enormous responsibility at the 
age I was. I didn’t appreciate it then, but as an experience I think it certainly changed me in a positive 
way. I don’t think any of us were scared at all until we arrived in the Falklands; maybe we weren’t 
considering the bigger picture at the time as many of us were just so young, and the situation was 
so unknown. Later in my career, I moved from Harriers to helicopters, so I’ve been involved in almost 
every conflict involving the RAF since then. It’s tough at times, but I’m definitely a different person 
because of it. I think the Falklands felt surreal for many of us, but we were all happy to be there at 
the time. No one complained or questioned why we were there. After I left the RAF, I really 
appreciated how we have that ‘can do’ attitude which we demonstrated so amazingly back in 1982.” 
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1 (F) Squadron in the Falklands led by Wing Commander Squire, who went on to become Chief of the Air Staff in 

2000. 

HAWKS ASCENDANT: 
 

   
 

The UK Ministry of Defence is investing £695 million over the next 11 years to provide in-service 
support to the Royal Air Force’s fleet of training aircraft and the jets flown by the Red Arrows. This 
will support hundreds of jobs at RAF Valley in Anglesey, North Wales which is home to a fleet of 28 
Hawk T2 jets.  These aircraft are a vital training asset to deliver fast jet training for trainee pilots and 
form a key part of the UK Military Flying Training System (UK MFTS). UK MFTS provides the aircraft, 
synthetics and training devices to train the next generation of front-line aircrew of all three 
Services.  Upon graduation, these pilots will go on to fly F35 Lightning or FGR4 Typhoon fighter jets. 
The Hawk Integrated Support Solution comprises of two separate contracts placed by the Ministry 
of Defence's procurement arm Defence Equipment and Support (DE&S). These contracts will 
provide support for Hawk T2 aircraft, and the T1 Hawks used by the RAF’s Aerobatics Team, the 
Red Arrows. The Hawk contract with BAE Systems (BAES), valued at £590 million, will cover all 
Hawk T2 airframe support elements. This work will ensure the Hawk aircraft continue as global 
ambassadors for the UK. In addition, a separate £105 million contract for engine support has been 
placed with Rolls-Royce. The new contract will initially secure more than 500 highly skilled jobs 
working for BAES and its maintenance partner Babcock International. These are mainly based at 
RAF Valley, with a small number of BAES support roles located at their other UK sites. "This is a 
major milestone for UK MFTS and the culmination of many months of hard work from the team at 
DE&S. Through this investment, we will continue to train our student pilots to become the best in the 
business. The announcement represents excellent news for Anglesey, our workforce, and for 
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sustaining our core business of delivering world class training to our future fighter pilots. The 
Hawk T2 is a fantastic platform to train our Typhoon and Lightning pilots on, readying them for the 
demands of the frontline; this level of ongoing investment ensures UK Defence will retain our military 
edge within the contested air environment." Air Vice-Marshal Ellard, Director Combat Air at DE&S. 
(RAF News) 
 
ANNUAL DINNER: 
 

Our first RAFOC annual dinner since the Covid lockdown took place at Wanderers on Friday 1st 
April 2022 and 52 members and guests gathered on the new Terrace, which was reserved for 
RAFOC and beautifully dressed for the occasion. The traditional sherry was served on arrival and 
at 20h00 the company was called to take their places and observe a Moment’s Silence for those 
who had gone before, and for the Grace, offered by our Hon Chaplain, Rev Trevor Slade. The Loyal 
Toasts were called by Mr Vice, Geoff Fish, and the party sat down to a repast of Mussel Starter 
followed by Grilled Chicken Fillet and seasonal vegetables, accompanied by Protea Sauvignon 
Blanc and Red Blend, and rounded off with Malva Dessert. The Chairman proposed the Toast to the 
Guests and Ladies, whereafter Philip Weyers, Past President of SAAFA and a great-grandson of 
General Smuts, proposed the Toast to the Royal Air Force, to which our Vice-President, Geoff Quick, 
visiting from Tanzania, responded in fine style. In a happy buzz of bonhomie and animated 
conversation the evening drew to a decorous close and carriages were called at 10h30 
 
COELACANTH AND NATAL COMMAND KODSWALLOP: 
 

DURBAN - More than a decade after movie maker Anant Singh struck a deal to buy the prime Natal 
Command site for a film studio, eThekwini Municipality has invited members of the public to provide 
comments on the proposed rezoning of the land for a R6billion development. (Mercury, November 
2021) 
 

   
            Bas Relief above the Entrance Door                  Centre: Mrs Margaret Smith, Cmdt J P D Blaauw  
                                                                                          (Capt), Professor J L B Smith, “Just William” on right 

 
                                   NATAL COMMAND                                                  Flight of SAAF Dakota 6832 KOD 
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The re-development of the Natal Command site, which has the potential to transform the face of 
the Durban beachfront Northern promenade, will boast high-end venues including hotels, flats, 
restaurants and a shopping centre, according to a Natal Mercury report in late 2021.The prime 
beachfront site in question, currently occupied by the historic Natal Command building and its large 
cantonment area is sandwiched between People’s Park, Moses Mabhida Stadium, the Suncoast 
Casino and the beach. It has been broken down and classified as parcels 1, 2 and 3. Each parcel of 
land has been analysed and assessed as to what type of development it can accommodate in order 
to maximise its value and use. The handsome building still exists today but is a sorry spectacle after 
years of neglect. Many of our members remember it in its heyday as a military Headquarters and 
the venue for many Parades, Commemorations, celebrations and memorable Dining –In nights for 
the SA Navy, Army and Air Force and visiting military delegations. Apart from its long and 
distinguished career in war and peace as a landmark on Durban’s Northern beachfront, it had a very 
special place in the story of the Coelacanth and Prof JLB Smith, then Professor of Ichthyology at 
Rhodes University. The late Gen Duncan Ralston, a WW2 veteran and longstanding member of 
RAFOC, was Navigator on the SAAF Dakota 6832(KOD) which was tasked by personal order of the 
Prime Minister, D F Malan, to fetch the fish from the ComRes. History was made when the 
Coelacanth, believed to have been extinct, was collected from the Comores, preserved in formalin, 
landed at Stamford Hill Aerodrome and night-stopped in Natal Command on its way back to the East 
London Museum, escorted by Professor JLB Smith, who would not let the fish out of his sight, and 
even kept it in his room in the Officers Mess accommodation. 
Full story at: http://samilitaryhistory.org/vol091wm.html 
 
HIJACKINGS: 
 

Hijackings in South Africa have risen dramatically since the winding down of lockdown regulations, 
as criminal syndicates need to make up for “lost income.” Hijacking syndicates operate in a similar 
fashion to drug cartels, and often use low-ranking criminals that have a connection to the syndicate 
in some way to carry out the attacks. Usually, these thieves were once part of the criminal 
organisation and are looking “to make easy money, as they do the dirty work on behalf of 
syndicates.” The people at the top of the organisation field orders from clients for specific vehicles, 
which are then relayed to the lower-ranking criminals who must do the job. Vehicles are generally 
chosen due to high demand for parts of that particular model, while “some vehicles are targeted for 
their capabilities – e.g., 4×4 double cabs.” In order to get their hands on a vehicle, criminals will 
identify the specific car they are after in a public area – often in a shopping centre parking lot – and 
follow that vehicle home, where they will then hijack it. “Most of the time the vehicle they are looking 
for has already been ordered, now it is just a matter of finding this vehicle to deliver to the syndicate.” 
After a car is hijacked, some will be directly driven or transported over the border to the buyers that 
ordered them. However, they can also be kept in the country either for spare parts, to be re-sold, or 
to be used as a clone vehicle in other crimes. Occasionally, the hijacker will even park the stolen 
vehicle at an airport before it is shipped over the border or stripped down – as this is one of the least 
suspicious places to park a car for a long period of time. There are also many opportunities to get 
away from the police if a pursuit takes place. 
DONT BE A TARGET: Hijackers tend to target motorists who do not seem to be paying attention to 
their surroundings: for example, by being on their phone, and people who have essentially “parked 
themselves in” at traffic lights by stopping too close to the car in front of them. To look like less of a 
prime target, motorists should put their valuables out of sight, always pay attention to their 
surroundings at traffic lights, and shake up their daily routines every once in a while. Additionally, 
motorists should leave their keys and phones on their person when inside the vehicle, as stealing 
these are critical parts of the operation for hijackers. 
SURVIVE: If you do find yourself in a hijacking situation with a firearm pointed at your window, do 
not try to drive away – as it will likely lead to you being shot at. 

 Lift up both hands and point them outwards to show that you are unarmed and willing to 
cooperate. 

 Unhook the safety belt from your right arm, flip the car into neutral, and pull up the handbrake 
all using only your left hand, keeping your right hand in the air at all times. 
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 When getting out of the car keep your hands next to your face and folded arms in front 

of your body for these parts to provide protection from possible attacks and keep your back 
close to the side of the car. 

 No matter how many passengers are in the car, each person should exit singly to keep the 
hijacker calm and to avoid potential mishaps that might arise from startling an agitated 
criminal with a weapon pointed at you. 

Remember: the car is replaceable, you are not....  (Businesstech) 
 
MEMBERS WRITE: 
 

Philip Weyers, our Guest of Honour at the Annual Dinner, presented us with facsimiles of General 
Smuts two Memoranda about Air Power in 1917 given to the British War Cabinet and wrote this note 
of thanks to us: 
“Gentlemen, 
For twenty or so years RAFOC has always been extraordinarily kind, gracious and generous to the 
General Smuts Foundation and on so many occasions to me personally. 
The kindnesses you both showed me on Friday last are both extremely humbling and so very much 
appreciated. I am unable to recall any kindness shown to me in all my 64 years where such lengths 
have been gone to in order that I might feel relaxed, at ease and enjoy myself.  
I certainly did enjoy myself in your gracious company, very much so indeed, it was a splendid 
evening in every respect, as all RAFOC dinners and lunches are. I hope only that my toast met the 
extremely high standards that are the norm. 
Thank you both again, it was wonderful to have a second glass of wine, I think maybe also a third, 
without having to worry about a JMPD hit squad waiting for me somewhere along Corlett Drive! 
My most sincere gratitude to you both, what a wonderful evening in every respect. 
Very best wishes, Philip” 
 
Bruce Prescott writes: “Dear Committee, Re your article on the Great Escape, at one of our 
luncheons I was sitting next to a very interesting member who told me that he was one of the party 
of escapees, and that having dressed up in his camp-made civvies and very cleverly made 
documents, permits, identity, etc., he was in the tunnel being the next in line to depart when the 
alarm was sounded, which was when the Germans discovered the exit. With great haste he had to 
get back out and destroy all evidence of his clothing and documents. I don’t remember his name, 
(Ed: Dennis Maxwell) but at some lunch the attendees could be asked as he may be present if still 
alive (sadly, not). What a great story that was, and an honour for me because I began reading 
escape books when I was still at school, e.g. The Great Escape, The Wooden Horse, Boldness be 
My Friend, etc. Enjoy your dinner, gents; sorry I can’t be with you”. 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Day 750 and counting... By the time you read this, our last function, the RAFOC 2022 Annual Dinner 
will be history. Friday was the night, Josephine!  It was great to see the number of members, Ladies 
and Guests who joined us – making this the Gala occasion that it was and matched up to the pre-
Covid years! We also note the significant number of members who would have liked to be with us 
but were unable or unwilling for safety reasons to drive at night – we missed you, and your 
Committee will take these considerations on board going forward. 
Our next function will be the May lunch, 12h30 for 13h00 Friday 6 May 2022, again in the Cigar Bar. 
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TAILPIECE:  
 

How do you like my secret fishing spot? It’s so secret – even the fish don’t know about it... 
 

I saw this pilot who put his aircraft down,  
In a cross wind with hardly a frown, 
He said it was easy, 
Even though it was breezy, 
But now needs a bottle that’s cold and brown. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 
Pension Calculation: Lt. Colonel Robert McLaren retired from the British Army in 2001 after a long, 
fulfilling career. On the day that he retired he received a letter from the Personnel Department of the 
Ministry of Defence setting out details of his pension and, in particular, the tax-free ‘lump sum’ award 
(based upon completed years of service) that he would receive in addition to his monthly pension. 
The letter read: 
Dear Lt. Colonel McLaren, 
We write to confirm that you retired from the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards on 1st March 2001 at the 
rank of Lt Colonel, having been commissioned into the British Army at Edinburgh Castle as a 2nd 
Lieutenant on 1st February 1366. Accordingly, your lump sum payment, based on years served, has 
been calculated as £68,500. You will receive a cheque for this amount in due course. 
Yours sincerely, Army Paymaster” 
 
Col McLaren replied, 
“Dear Paymaster, 
Thank you for your recent letter confirming that I served as an officer in the Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards between 1st February 1366 and 1st March 2001 – a total period of 635 years and 1 month. 
I note however that you have calculated my lump sum to be £68, 500, which seems to be 
considerably less than it should be bearing in mind my length of service since I received my 
commission from King Edward III. By my calculation, allowing for interest payments and currency 
fluctuations, my lump sum should actually be £6,427,586,619. 47p. 
I look forward to receiving a cheque for this amount in due course. 
Yours sincerely, Robert McLaren (Lt Col Retd)” 
 
A month passed by, and then in early April, a stout manilla envelope from the Ministry of Defence in 
Edinburgh dropped through Col McLaren’s letter box. It read: 
“Dear Lt Colonel McLaren, 
We have reviewed the circumstances of your case as outlined in your recent letter to us dated 8th 
March inst. We do indeed confirm that you were commissioned into the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
by King Edward III at Edinburgh Castle on 1st February 1366 and that you served continuously for 
the following 635 years and 1 month. We have re-calculated your pension and have pleasure in 
confirming that the lump sum payment due to you is indeed £6,427,586,619. 47p. 
However, we also note that according to our records, you are the only surviving officer who had 
command responsibility during the following campaigns and battles: 
The Wars of the Roses 1455 -1485 (including the battles of Bosworth Field, Barnet, and Towson), 
The Civil War 1642 -1651 (including the battles Edge Hill, Naseby, and the conquest of Ireland), 
The Napoleonic War 1803 – 1815 (including the battle of Waterloo and the Peninsular War), 
The Crimean War (1853 – 1856) (including the battle of Sevastopol and the Charge of the Light 
Brigade),  
The Boer War (1899 -1902). 
We would, therefore, wish to know what happened to the following, which do not appear to have 
been returned to Stores by you on completion of operations: 
9765 Cannon 
26,785 Swords 
12,889 Pikes 
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27,345 Rifles (with bayonets) 
28,987 horses (fully kitted) 
Plus, three complete marching bands with instruments and banners. 
We have calculated the total cost of these items and they amount to £6,427,518119.47p. 
We have therefore subtracted this sum from your lump sum, leaving a residual amount of £68,500, 
for which you will receive a cheque in due course. 
Yours sincerely . . . .” 
 

 
 

 
Sunak says: “Having trouble heating your home? Why not do what I do?                                                                                                                            

Fly to California where it’s always toasty warm - you know it’s common sense.” 
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VIC’s VIKING GARAGE: 
 

This story was prompted by an article in “The Huguenot” Bulletin of 2019 by RAFOC Member Hanke 
Fourie, a Vice-Chairman of that Society. It involves another RAFOC member, John Morrison, the 
founder and owner of Protea Airways which brought the Vickers Viking ZS DKH to South Africa, 
where she became a Johannesburg feature and part of SA’s aviation history after her flying career.  
She is now on permanent display in the SAA Museum at Rand Airport. 
 

 
VIC’S VIKING GARAGE                                                                      VIC de Villiers 

 

 
 

Built at the Vickers-Armstrong factory in Weybridge, England, c/n 121 first took to the air on 30 
August 1946, registered as G-AHOT with British European Airways and was used in the 1948 Berlin 
Airlift. On 26 September 1954 she was sold to Trek Airways, registered ZS-DKH and operated in 
Protea Airways colours, a second airline of Trek, and for many years, transported hundreds of 
passengers on leisurely and scenic flights between South Africa and Europe. One of the last people 
to fly on the Viking was the American singer Jim Reeves when he toured South Africa in late 1962. 
Jim Reeves starred in the film "Kimberley Jim" (first called "Strike It Rich") filmed in South Africa in 
1963. It was Jim's only full-length movie. After 13,881 flying hours ZS-DKH was flown from Rand 
Airport to the old Baragwanath Airfield, original home of the Johannesburg Light Plane Club (to 
which a number of RAFOC members belong) on the 18th of December 1962 and was disassembled 
and transported by road to Armadale south of Johannesburg, where, in January 1963 she was 
placed atop the roof of the Caltex Garage owned by Victor Edward de Villiers and known as “Vic’s 
Viking Garage" where she became a famous, if forlorn, landmark on the “Golden Highway”. The 
garage was previously known as "Vic's Goggomobile Garage." 
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On 5 March 1987, the Viking was replaced by SAAF Avro Shackleton #1723 and donated to 
the SAA Museum Society. The Viking’s wings were removed, and she was towed to the then Jan 
Smuts  
 
Airport. Here she languished in the harsh African climate becoming a tatty hulk standing not too far 
from the engine run-up bay at OR Tambo International Airport. Almost 30 years later she was to be 
given the attention she deserved and moved to the SAA Museum. There is an excellent article with 
comprehensive pictures of the saga and the De Villiers family on the SAAMS website at: 
http://www.saamuseum.co.za/ 
Vic passed away in October 2015 and the following tribute appeared in Avcom: 
“Living far away in the distant Cape, it follows that I was a little late in hearing of the passing-on of 
"Drummond Victor Edward De Villiers" - known to all and sundry as "Vic, from Vic's Viking garage" 
- (even if there was a Shackleton on the roof for the last "how many years" !!) Needless to say, our 
heartfelt condolences go to Vic's family and friends. He suffered poor health of late and passed on, 
as posted, at 2:30am on Thursday the 8th October 2015. Vic and his wife had four children, 
Drummond, the oldest followed by Lorraine, Jeanette and Robin, all of whom I have met and whom 
I have had very pleasant dealings with during the early eighties. (Many of you will know Dana 
Bensch, an Avcommer - "Dan", who has owned several aircraft and is married to Jeanette.) 
Before time steals the opportunity away, I wanted to post a Tribute to this gentleman, known to most 
aviators who used Rand Airport from World War II onwards. 
It all started when Vic was born in the R.S.A. in 1925. By 1941, with World War II in full swing he 
was only 16 years old - going 17 but told a lie in order to get drafted and so he went off as an 
apprentice to work on aircraft and do his bit towards the war effort. Upon his return he worked for 
S.A.A.; Trek Airways; Comair and Protea Airways, which followed when Trek Airways was absorbed 
into S.A.A. 
Vic was licenced to sign out virtually the whole line of post war aircraft we got to know so well. From 
the Dakota DC-3; Vickers Viking; Lockheed Lodestar; Skymaster DC-4; Lockheed Constellations 
etc. etc. Vic was quite a remarkable man. While working for Comair he bought the garage which 
became a landmark to the South of Johannesburg and during the early sixties arranged for the Viking 
to be placed on the roof of his premises. (See the other post placed earlier Ref: "The Viking", which 
gives a full background of Vic's business activities.) Vic first entered the Pilot Training and Hire & Fly 
scene when he bought the Baragwanath Flight School from Bill Ashurst, an old acquaintance of 
mine. When "Bara-G" airport, as it was called, was forced to close down, he moved the training 
operation to Rand Airport which then became known as "Vic's Piper Flight Centre" and he occupied 
a hangar next to Placo-Rand. (Placo is the "Piper Light Aircraft Company", which was founded by 
Mr. Van Der Woude at Wonderboom, and who "spawned" Jim Davis into aviation.) 
As Sales Manager for Placo, our paths crossed, and I got to know Vic and his family a lot closer. To 
say that he was a humble down to earth man is an understatement - he would stroll into my office 
and start talking aeroplanes - then he would phone Drummond who worked at their Flight Centre 
with his sister Jeanette and ask him to come over to my office as well. Vic would be dressed in an 
open necked shirt, a well-worn flannel, grubby shoes from working on his airplanes and while waiting 
for Drummond would stuff tobacco into his old Briar pipe - no airs or graces - just his own man! 
Upon Drummond's arrival Vic would start questioning Drummond about the flight school's activities, 
number of students, hours flown and hours lost due to shortage of planes etc. then he would turn to 
me and say; " How much is a new Cherokee Warrior 161?" - followed by the request for prices on 
the "T-tailed" Piper Turbo Arrow IV etc. 
To cut a long story short, this aircraft maintenance engineer, would, after a bit of deliberating with 
his son, look up at me and say:" O.K. Johnny, we will take a new Warrior and two Turbo Arrow IV's 
- will you give me discount for cash?" 
Such it was to deal with Vic - having hailed from the "Beechcraft stable" myself, Vic persuaded me 
to trade in my Bonanza A-36 before the hours became a problem and I partnered him in the purchase 
of a brand new Piper Archer 181, ZS-LGL, which by the way was the first Cherokee to be delivered 
with a " full avionic stack" as specified by myself, including a full two-axis autopilot with altitude hold 
(often, incorrectly referred to as a three axis autopilot.) Flying ZS-LGL Drummond and I came third 
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in the State-President's Air-Race around 1983 - and since then Dana and myself have also 
participated in several more "SP-races". Through all of the above events "and things", Vic was 
always there - to encourage - to guide - to help a chap who battled to pay for his PPL - and so on. 
Needless to say, I could sit and listen to Vic's stories until the cows came home. He told me how 
after buying the garage his wife helped him to overhaul motorbikes! A hardworking man, was Vic de 
Villiers - and as tuff as a "Viking" he was for sure! - - and so, in closing, all I can say is that it was 
indeed my privilege to have known Vic -"The Viking". 
 
 


