
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 106 
15th APRIL 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day? – lost without lockdown... Easter is upon us... have fun hiding and hopefully finding your Easter 
eggs... Zuma goes sick and ducks Court – well, he would, wouldn’t he?... Zuma will pursue a private 
prosecution (vendetta?) against prosecutor Billy Downer.... corrupt Zandile Gumede has been 
elected ANC eThekwini chairperson... and after her, the floods... Heavy downpours in KZN 
devastate communities... vehicles washed off of crossings and people in trees... 250 plus casualties 
– terrible toll! Charge your devices and keep those candles out – (yet another) power crunch... 
Operation Dudula – can Government catch up? Crime Intelligence splurged R112 million (is that 
all?) on spy equipment that they can’t use... 
LeClerc wins in Melbourne... UK inflation hits 30 year high of 7% due Covid costs... 'The West has 
gambled everything to defeat Putin – and it's paying off' (we hope)... BoJo apologised for parties – 
but refused to step down – “no chance of Boris doing the honourable thing”... Covid fine the 
proverbial icing with the cherry on top for Sunak... Poor Old Joe accuses Putin’s forces of genocide 
in Ukraine – “it sure looks that way to me”... Zelensky winning the propaganda war - but weakness 
of NATO has left the gates open for chemical attacks on Ukraine 
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On 1st April 1918, King George V 
wrote: “Today the Royal Air Force, of which 
you are the minister in Charge, comes into 
existence as a third arm of the Defences of the 
Empire” in his letter to Lord Rothermere.  This 
statement marked the official forming the RAF 
through the merging of the Royal Flying 
Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service. Over 
the subsequent century, the RAF’s history is 
filled with dedication to duty and acts of 
individual bravery, but also the technical 
achievements and scientific advances that the 
Service has achieved through the years.                                  



 2
This pioneering spirit was present from the very early days of military aviation when the simple act 
of climbing into an aircraft of the flimsiest wire and fabric construction required reserves of courage 
and self-belief in equal measure.  Flying was inherently dangerous, with many airmen destined to 
lose their lives in training accidents before they ever came close to the frontline.                                                                        
St Clement Danes Church in Central London plays a key part in this history as the Central Church 
of the RAF.  As well as holding the Books of Remembrance the church also contains over a thousand 
slate squadron and unit badges in the floor.  Many Colours and squadron standards are laid up in 
the building. The church’s part in the RAF’s history is demonstrated most clearly by its annual 
Founder’s Day service commemorating the RAF’s formation and rich subsequent history as well as 
paying tribute to those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice over the years. This years’ service 
featured the Launch of the 1941 campaign appeal in support of St Clement Danes as well as a 
Service conducted by the Reverend Geoffrey Withers and was attended by the Chief of the Air Staff, 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston who gave a reading too.  

 

After the opening hymn and trumpet fanfare, the Chaplain’s opening words of the Bidding Prayer 
gave the service context: 

“IN THE NAME OF GOD, FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, WE COME TOGETHER THIS 
DAY IN ST CLEMENT DANES, THE CENTRAL CHURCH OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE. WE 
GATHER WITH COLLEAGUES, COMRADES, FRIENDS AND THEIR FAMILIES TO GIVE 
THANKS TO GOD ON THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDATION OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE IN 1918.” 

The Band of the Royal Air Force Regiment - under the direction of Principal Director of Music, 
Wing Commander Piers Morrell - performed a number of pieces prior to the service with the Choir 
of St Clement Danes performing during the service under the direction of Director of Music, Mr Simon 
Over. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND REMEMBERS RAF’S WARTIME ROLE: 
 

 

The Royal Air Force was awarded the Freedom of the Borough of Causeway Coast and Glens, to 
recognize its service providing vital air and ground security for the UK and Northern Ireland.  This is 
the highest honour that the local council can grant. The Causeway Coast and Glens Mayor, 
Councilor Richard Holmes presented the RAF’s Deputy Commander Operations, Air Marshal Sir 
Gerry Mayhew KCB CBE with the Ceremonial Certificate.  This was followed by a parade of over 
100 RAF personnel through the town, accompanied by the Central Band of the Royal Air Force. 120 
Sqn also provided a flypast with a Poseidon MRA1; named Terence Bulloch DSO* DFC*. Squadron 
Leader Bulloch was a Second World War submarine hunter based at RAF Ballykelly, prolific for 
destroying four enemy U-Boats and holding the most U-Boat kills during the war. In total, 28 Northern 
Irish airfields helped the RAF protect from the air and keep Atlantic convoys open to supply 
Britain.  RAF Limavady and RAF Ballykelly were two Coastal Command bases that housed 
submarine-hunting Squadrons.  They carried out significant missions in the six-year-long Battle of 
the Atlantic, during the Second World War. "The RAF is still part of this community, and we greatly 
value the people and the technological industries of Northern Ireland - so this is not just about looking 
back, this is about looking forwards." Air Marshal Sir Gerry Mayhew RAF Deputy Commander Operations 

KIDSTON MONUMENT: 
Your Hon Scribe on his recent travels discovered the good news that the Kidston Memorial near 
Swinburne has been restored by those stalwart “Old Faithfuls”, the MOTH in Harrismith: True 
Comradeship, Sound Memory and Mutual Help! The memorial is near the Ingula Pumped Storage 
Scheme. Full Article SA Flyer: https://saflyer.com/kidston-monument/   NOVEMBER 18, 2021 

 
The Monument before it was vandalised 
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A DH 80A Puss Moth (Not the accident aircraft). 

 

“I am the Chairman (Old Bill) of the MOTH (Memorial Order of the Tin Hat) Organization in Harrismith and 
more specifically, the Platberg Shellhole. We are a Charity Organization that focuses on the 
wellbeing of old soldiers, including soldiers from World War 2, the Korean War and any other ex-
servicemen. Our organization became involved with the Kidston Monument just outside Harrismith, 
which was vandalized a few years ago. Our organization, together with the Heritage Foundation in 
Harrismith and Ladysmith, decided to restore the Monument to its original glory, a task which was 
recently completed. As background, the Kidston Monument was erected after an aircraft crashed 
just off the N3 near Van Reenen in the vicinity of Tandjiesberg and Nelsonskop Mountains on 5 May 
1931. The three-seater De Havilland Puss Moth, DH 80A, was piloted by Commander Glen Kidston 
and Captain Thomas Gladstone was the navigator. They were on a pioneering flight, in partnership 
with the newly formed Union Airways (Pty) Ltd and were on the first leg of a round trip from 
Johannesburg to Durban via Pietermaritzburg in KZN to plot a possible flight route. Approaching 
Nelsonskop, they flew into gale-force winds which buffeted the small plane alarmingly. The fierce 
winds had created a dust storm below, which impaired their visibility considerably. It would appear 
that they dropped altitude to try and find a safe place to land. According to a number of local 
eyewitnesses, the plane was about 300m off the ground, when a piece appeared to break off it, 
causing it to nosedive and crash into the ground. On examination of the crash site, it was confirmed 
that a wing had broken off in flight and was found about 180m behind the wreck.  At the inquest it 
was found that the two aviators lacked local knowledge and experience of flying in the tortuous 
maintain conditions around Tandjiesberg and were not familiar with the terrain. At the request of the 
families, their bodies were returned to Wales for burial. The local Harrismith Moths, police force and 
school cadets formed a guard of honour and acted as pallbearers from the morgue to the station 
from where the bodies were taken by train to Johannesburg. A memorial, in the form of a stone 
cenotaph with a stainless-steel dome, was commissioned by Mr. and Mrs. Kidston (the parents), 
through a law firm in Johannesburg in memory of their son Commander Glen Kidston.                                            
It needs to be mentioned that after this fatal accident, the Puss Moth design was officially modified 
in 1933 to correct the inherent wing design flaw. It is interesting to know that in each accident 
involving wing separation in flight, abnormal wind conditions were recorded. I attach herewith a 
photograph of the Kidston Monument before the vandalism, a photo of the damaged memorial and 
also a photo after we and the Heritage Foundation repaired the memorial. We hope to unveil the 
new restored Monument on 23 October 2021 and we invite you, if you are interested in this story, to 
also attend the unveiling of the monument. We also attach herewith a photograph the bronze plate 
confirming the names of the aviators. One of our members made a thorough research of this specific 
accident, as well as other accidents in the area of Harrismith and is more than willing to assist if you 
require any further information. I wish to congratulate you and your team with a very interesting and 
well published magazine. H.C. Marais Old Bill (Chairman)” 
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The restored plaque recording the details. 

 

    
Lt Cdr Glen Kidston RN                                                                         Flt Lt Gladstone RAF (ex RNAS) 

 

INGULA PUMPED STORAGE SCHEME: 
 

Sustainable energy Ingula is Eskom’s fourth pumped storage scheme. Constructed inside a 
mountain, 116 stories below ground, it is South Africa’s largest hydro power project to date. Royal 
Haskoning DHV has been involved at Ingula since the project began in 2005, as part of Braamhoek 
Consultants, a joint venture company set up to deliver five contracts within the bigger project. These 
include design and construction supervision for Ingula’s two dams – Braamhoek and Bedford, 
access roads, visitors centre and administration building and main underground works.                               
Pumped storage is a tried and tested solution for delivering energy to the national grid at peak 
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demand times. Pumped storage schemes are also a sustainable option because they partially 
use hydroelectric power. 
 

 
                        BEDFORD                                                                         BRAAMHOEK                                
                   
Advantages of PSS:  these provides rapid response to system load changes; improves power factor 
of the system, permits continuous operation of base load plants; contributes to reliable stability; and 
provides ‘black start’ capability. In order to function, pumped storage schemes require two dams or 
reservoirs. At Ingula, the upper Bedford and lower Braamhoek dams are located 4.6 km apart and 
connected by underground waterways. During times of peak energy consumption, water will be 
released from the upper dam and flow through 4 x 333 MW turbines to generate 1332 MW of 
electricity. At times of low energy demand, the pump turbines will drive water 470m from the lower 
to the upper dam where it will be stored in readiness for the next peak event. Jacques du Plessis, 
Project Manager, Royal Haskoning DHV said: “Constructing the largest powerhouse complex yet 
built in mudrock was a unique challenge. The team used a three phase rock support system and 
extensive instrumentation to overcome this. Excavation of the very steep headrace tunnels required 
specialist techniques and equipment and close cooperation between all parties.” Desigan 
Padayachee, Engineering Manager, Eskom comments: “The Ingula pumped storage project is 
integral to our new build programme and will add the peaking capacity South Africa needs to meet 
the demands of a modern economy. It will also enhance the lives of millions of urban and rural 
dwellers who can look forward to enjoying the benefits of reliable electricity.” 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

The venue for future lunches will be the Wanderers Club, in the Cigar Bar. As attendance grows 
beyond 40, we will be able to use the new indoor Terrace area (Previously Centre Court.) We are 
working on Menus and service issues with Fourteen, the Caterers in order to streamline 
proceedings... We are also considering re-introducing Guest Speakers.  Our next function will be 
the May lunch, 12h30 for 13h00 Friday 6 May 2022, again in the Cigar Bar. 
And so... about time to break out the 25-piece patio set – 1 chair and 24 beers... Cheers!!  
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

Having been introduced to a game called Wordle,  
It is clever, so I need to be more verbal, 
As an engineer by training, 
I try hard in retaining, 
Then I often fail at the final hurdle.... 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 
This is Bill....  Bill wants to take a trip, but Bill doesn’t want to contract Corona... Bill chooses to take 
a trip at home. With mushrooms... Be responsible. Be like Bill. 
 
“SPOILT BALLOTS” 
Unless you’ve been self-isolating for more than a century, you probably know that 1910 brought 
about the Union of South Africa, that the 1948 general election ushered in apartheid, and that the 
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Rainbow Nation was born when Madiba triumphed in the country’s first democratic 
elections in 1994. Ending off a bumper week we have the virtual launch of Spoilt Ballots, the first 
book to dish the dirt on pivotal turning points in South Africa's history and lift the lid on 200 years of 
electoral dysfunction in this beloved and benighted nation. Journalists and authors Matthew 
Blackman and Nick Dall present an eye-opening look at the history of South Africa's elections in 
their new book, just launched… (Daily Maverick) 
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THE ARGENTINE INVASION OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS AND SIR REX HUNT 
The “Falklands Remembered” articles in the last edition stirred some further memories of that 
campaign, including that of the “Best of British” performance of then Resident Governor of the 
Falklands... (Story sent in by Jon Adams) 
For Sir Rex Hunt, Governor of the Falkland Islands, Thursday 1 April 1982 ‘began the same as any 
other day’. There had been some speculation that Argentina might pursue its long-held claim to the 
Falklands by military means since 19 March, when a group of Argentine scrap metal merchants 
(including some Argentine Marines) had landed at South Georgia Island, a dependency of the 
Falkland Islands; but there was a good deal of diplomatic activity and no real sense of an imminent 
invasion threat. 
Sir Rex Hunt was a good-natured man, stocky in build, who had enjoyed a long diplomatic career 
before he accepted the governorship of the Falklands in 1980. The posting enabled him to pursue 
his interest in flying, and he enjoyed life on the islands, travelling around in his official car, a red 
London taxi. He and his wife Mavis became very much part of the Falklands community. 
That Thursday, the Governor worked on his paperwork at Government House in the capital, Stanley, 
and then took lunch with his family. He was pleased to hear that his son, Tony, was ‘getting down to 
serious study for his A levels’. Hunt returned to the office and resumed work. Then, at 15:30, a highly 
significant telegram, from Lord Carrington (the Foreign Secretary), arrived. 
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There’s something very powerful and arresting about the telegrams in our files; they convey a 
real sense of immediacy and drama. One can imagine the sense of shock that Hunt would have felt 
when reading this very brief warning, phrased in diplomatic language: ‘you will wish to make your 
dispositions accordingly’ is characteristically British. Hunt’s first priority was to order his staff to shred 
and burn all classified papers.                                                                                                                             
Defence of the Falkland Islands was the responsibility of Naval Party 8901, a Royal Marines 
detachment. Major Gary Noott was in the process of handing over to Major Mike Norman when they 
received an urgent call from the Governor. Because of the handover, the strength of the Royal 
Marine garrison was considerably greater than it would have been otherwise; but it was still only 69 
in total. They were supplemented by the Falkland Islands Defence Force (FIDF), a locally maintained 
volunteer defence unit.   
Delaying tactics 
As Mike Norman later commented, ‘remarkably, there was not a clearly defined national contingency 
plan in the event of an Argentinian invasion of the Falklands’. There was, however, a local plan, 
which entailed a group of Marines (with the Governor) breaking out of Stanley into the countryside 
and attempting to set up a seat of government there. But Hunt vetoed this previously agreed plan, 
telling Mike Norman that he would continue to stay in Government House, he did not want to 
abandon Stanley, and he opposed house to house fighting in the capital, as he was worried about 
civilian deaths. Mike Norman was well aware that all the Marines could really do, in the face of the 
vastly superior numbers of the Argentine forces, was to delay them. The Marines continued to set 
up their headquarters at Government House, and Hunt made two broadcasts to the islanders that 
night through the local radio station, urging everyone ‘to remain calm and keep off the streets’. 
Stanley airport was a source of worry as the Argentinians were likely to land troop transports on the 
runway. That runway needed to be cratered but there was a shortage of adequate explosives and 
so this was not done. Lord Carrington sent a message to Hunt on 2 April, but it was never received, 
thanks to a breakdown in communications. 

 
At 05:15 on 2 April, Government House received the first definite news that Argentine landing craft 
were approaching. Some 50 minutes later, Hunt and his contingent of Marines heard gunfire from 
the West, followed by bomb explosions. Mike Norman realised that his forces had been wrong-
footed, that the Argentinian forces had come in behind the British positions: ‘they had a very good 
plan, and it was well executed’. The Royal Marines were soon fired upon from a ridge above 
Government House, and explosions started all around the building, caused by the use of stun 
grenades by the Argentinians. For Rex Hunt, the noise was deafening, and he dived under the 
shelter of his office desk. 
The Argentinians made a determined assault on Government House, to try to force their way in, but 
this attempt was repelled, leaving one Argentine dead and three wounded. But Hunt and his group 
of Marines were pinned down. 
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Communication breakdown 
At 06:45 in Stanley (11:45 in London) the Ministry of Defence reported to Admiral Sir John 
Fieldhouse, the Commander-in-Chief Fleet, that all communications with Stanley had gone down, 
due to an apparent equipment fault. As a result, it took the British Government many hours before it 
could catch up with the true state of affairs in the Falklands. The Royal Navy Patrol vessel 
HMS Endurance reported (to the FCO) this news which originated from the radio station at 
Grytviken, South Georgia:   

 
Following discussions with Commander Norman about all the possible options, Hunt decided to 
negotiate a truce, and around 08:45 he contacted Hector Gilobert, who was a local representative 
of the Argentine state airline. Hunt managed to persuade Gilobert to act as an intermediary. 
Eventually Rear Admiral Busser, the Commander of the Argentine Marines, walked into Hunt’s 
office. He was tall and personable and keen to shake hands with everyone, but Hunt could not do 
this: he later wrote that he ‘had a momentary desire to pull my pistol out of the drawer and empty 
the magazine into his chest’. He then told Busser: ‘This is British property. You are not invited. We 
don’t want you here. I want you to leave now and take all your men with you’. Busser replied that he 
had an overwhelmingly superior force, and that ‘the only sensible thing you can do is to tell these 
brave men to stop fighting’, in order to avoid bloodshed. Reluctantly but wisely, Hunt asked Mike 
Norman to give the order to lay down arms – it was 09:25. 
Later that morning, Rex Hunt agreed, after initial reluctance, to go to the Town Hall to meet the 
Argentine overall Commander, General Osvaldo Garcia. Hunt gave an account of what transpired 
at this meeting to Lord Carrington. It shows Hunt’s spirited attitude of defiance. 

 
Record of a discussion between the Secretary of State (Lord Carrington) and Mr R M Hunt CMG, Governor of the 

Falkland Islands on 5 April 1982. Catalogue ref: FCO 7/4490 
 

The battle for Stanley had come to an end. Amazingly, the Royal Marines had suffered no casualties. 
Rex Hunt and his family, and the Royal Marine detachment were flown out of Stanley later that day 
to Montevideo, Uruguay’s capital. Historian Dominic Sandbrook described Hunt’s departure thus: ‘in 
a final touch of bravado, Hunt insisted on wearing his full ceremonial uniform, complete with sword, 
gold braid and gigantic ostrich-feathered hat, and drove to the airport in his red cab, the Union Jack 
fluttering proudly on the bonnet’. Many of the watching islanders were in tears. 
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The months in exile in London which were to follow were difficult for Rex and Mavis. Hunt briefed 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher several times. The Falklands were liberated on 14 June 1982 and 
Hunt made a happy return soon after. He continued to serve as Governor of the Falkland Islands 
until 1985. 

 
Sir Rex Hunt and Margaret Thatcher in 2007 (Wikimedia Commons) 

 
Extracted from a blog by Mark Dutton, 
Saturday 2 April 2022, 
The National Archives. 
 
 


