
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 111 
20th MAY 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Lovely full Blood Moon this week... but no light at the end of Eskom tunnel... Department of Sports, 
Arts and (absolutely no bl**dy) Culture to be buying a flagpole for R22 Million... howls of dismay from 
public... even the Minister understood – review ordered... Taxpayers to pay for ANC Cuba debt of 
R350 million - Monstrous... SANRAL cancels R17 Billion in tenders awarded ... You simply could 
not script this feckless witlessness... Joburg loses 3 Mayors in car crashes... 
Britain in run-up to Queen’s Jubilee... Queen opens Crossrail Elizabeth line... Unproductive Britain 
already in recession before war... £50bn wiped off UK stocks... Former New Zealand captain 
Brendon McCullum appointed England coach... Harrison resigns as CEO of England and Wales 
Cricket Board (I saw the light!)... Emma  Raducanu too fragile to play but too famous to stop... 'I've 
written a theme tune for the Queen'- Debbie Wiseman... “Partygate” officially over... Calling men 
bald is sex harassment, judge rules... 
'Meghan running for president would be Donald Trump’s dream come true... Russia has warned that 
it will have to take "military-technical" steps... Putin's NATO own goal... Russia forced to use chips 
from domestic appliances in military hardware as a result of Western sanctions... Putin has taken 
personal control over Russia’s faltering efforts... those whom the gods wish to destroy... Mariupol’s 
descent into Hell... Turkish-designed Bayraktars Bobaas!... Finns prepare for possible Russian 
attack... See the article “The NATO Exercise that nearly Sparked a Nuclear War” at the end on this 
edition... 
“Everybody is in favour of free speech. Hardly a day passes without its being extolled, but some 
people’s idea of it is that they are free to say what they like, but if anyone says anything back, that 
is an outrage.” Sir Winston Churchill 
 
HER MOST HUMOUROUS MAJESTY: 
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There has been much solemnity and seriousness 
in the Queen's life - but as she celebrates her 
96th birthday, and in the run-up to her 70th 
Jubilee Celebrations, what has often been 
overlooked is her sense of humour. "Laughing 
things off has been an important survival 
technique," says historian Robert Lacey. 
 
 



 2
The Queen's well-developed "sense of the absurd" has been a vital private outlet from such 
a highly choreographed public life, where she often has to remain straight-faced, he says. "She 
obviously takes her job seriously - but at the same time, it doesn't stop her having a sense of the 
ridiculous," Mr Lacey says in an article for the BBC. The Duke of Sussex, after last week's flying visit 
to the UK, singled out his grandmother's great sense of humour as her best quality. Historian and 
author Sir Anthony Seldon says: "A defining characteristic is that she doesn't take herself too 
seriously. It's significantly contributed to the success of her reign." "There is a lack of pomposity, a 
certain irreverence," he says. "She's able to laugh off misfortune and keep going." 
In private, the Queen is said to be a very good mimic, according to Mr Lacey, a historical consultant 
on Netflix series The Crown. She is said to do a particularly good impression of the former Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin, says Karen Dolby, author of the “Wicked Wit of Queen Elizabeth II”. And she 
imitates other politicians, clerics and TV characters. 
Mr Lacey describes the Queen's humour as often "self-deprecating and mildly making fun of herself". 
He gives the example of a politician who had the embarrassment of their mobile phone going off 
during a private conversation with the Queen. After the phone was switched off, the Queen said: "I 
hope it wasn't someone important." 
Ms Dolby particularly likes the story of the Queen accidentally meeting some American tourists 
during a rainy walk with a protection officer near her home at Balmoral. Not recognising the wrapped-
up figure, the tourists asked if she had ever met the Queen. "No, but he has," she replied, pointing 
to the protection officer beside her. 
On another private trip, shopping in Norfolk, a shop assistant told her: "You look just like the Queen." 
To which the Queen is said to have replied: "How reassuring." There are different versions of these 
stories - but they all share a dry, understated quality and something of a cryptic edge.                                                                                              
Watch ""Queen's Birthday Rehearsal | Trooping the Colour - 11th May 2022" on YouTube    
 
SAAF/SAAFA MEMORIAL 
SERVICE: 
 

 
 

trainer of the SAAF Museum’s Historic Flight flew overhead. After the service and wreath-laying, an 
Alouette III of the SAAF Museum dropped rose petals. 
The new Chief of the Air Force, Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo, laid the first wreath, followed 
by the SA Air Force Association. Other wreaths were laid by military attachés from the United 
Kingdom, Burkina Faso, Brazil, the USA, the South African Legion and families of SAAF members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The South African Air Force (SAAF) has held its first 
memorial service, after a gap of three years, as a result of 
the relaxed Covid-19 regulations, remembering their dead 
in both accidents and the pandemic. During the pandemic, 
in 2021, two veteran pilots, General Des Barker and 
Colonel Rama Iyer, were lost when the SAAF Museum’s 
Patchen Explorer they were piloting crashed at the 
Swartkop Air Force Base.  
SAAF Chaplain Melanie Smit paid tribute to SAAF 
members who were lost to the pandemic. She said the 
memorial was an opportunity to honour the families of Air 
Force members and to support those families who had lost 
loved ones. 
The service opened with the placing of the colours and the 
fly-past by an Augusta-Westland A109 helicopter of 17 
Squadron. Following the Two Minutes’ Silence, a Harvard 
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SAINT JAVELIN: 
 

 
 

On Monday last week, President Joe Biden signed the Ukraine Democracy Defence Lend-Lease 
Act of 2022, in what amounts to the 21st-century form of Lend-Lease program. Biden's aim is to 
expedite the process of the U.S. sending military aid to Ukraine, but he is certainly not the first to do 
so.  Numerous foreign supporters have provided vital weaponry and ammunition to the Ukrainians 
to help the Eastern European nation stave off Russian aggression - now in its third month. However, 
some weaponry - like the American-made FGM 148 Javelin - is doing more than just staving off the 
onslaught of Russian T-72s and T-90s that are operating in Ukraine, according to reports. They are 
making mincemeat of them. 
The Javelin has become such a juggernaut weapon in the besieged nation, that Ukrainian newborns 
have reportedly been christened “Javelin” or “Javelina.”   
From the time Russian President Vladimir Putin launched his “special military operation” on Feb 24, 
2022, his target, Ukraine, proved to be anything but low-hanging fruit. Ferocious though their 
resistance was, however, it would not have lasted as long as it did - three months and still counting, 
as of May 2022 - had it not been the vital weaponry and ammunition provided to the Ukrainians from 
numerous foreign supporters through what has amounted to a 21st century form of WW 2’s lend-
Lease program. Among the most noticeable weapons credited with standing up to overwhelming 
waves of Russian tanks has been a state-of-the-art, infantry-operated guided missile. The 
Americans who produced it call it the FGM-148 AAWS-M (for “Advanced Antitank Weapon System-
Medium”), but many of its current users have come to call it “Saint Javelin, Protector of Ukraine.”   
 
POLES HONOURED IN BEER: 
 

POLISH CREWMEN who died during a routine patrol off the Devon coast during World War II have 
been honoured by local villagers. Two airmen were killed when their Beaufighter crashed into the 
sea near Lyme Bay in 1942 during a night sortie. The body of the navigator, Mieczyslaw Swiertz, 
was recovered from the sea and buried in Exeter, but pilot Roman Smok was never found. 
A ceremony of commemoration on the coast path near Beer Head was attended by relatives of the 
crew, Polish veterans, members of the Royal British Legion and members of Bridport and Lyme 
Regis RAF Association. 
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GETTING DOWN AND DIRTY: 
 

 
 

THE FIRST frontline Atlas crews have completed unpaved runway operations in America. The 
training is part of Exercise Tenax Puma, that also saw A400M crews operating alongside 99 
Squadron’s C-17 personnel. Among the first to qualify was Flt Lt Steve Reilly who said: “Having 
taken part in the 2017 Caribbean disaster relief mission, Operation RUMAN, I can see how important 
it is to be able to operate from degraded or unprepared surfaces. “I am looking forward to putting 
these new skills into practice as our operational and exercise commitments expand later this year.” 
Under the watchful eyes of Brize Norton-based XXIV Squadron operational conversion unit staff, 30 
and 70 Squadron pilots were put through their paces at the Fort Polk Joint Readiness Training 
Centre – part of the Geronimo Temporary Landing Zone in Louisiana, USA. Officer Commanding 
No 30 Squadron, Wg Cdr Stu Patton, said: “I am hugely grateful to XXIV Sqn, who have worked at 
pace to prepare our crews for this Exercise, and to train our team. The ability to operate from 
unpaved surfaces is a vital component of tactical air mobility, allowing us far greater freedom to 
operate at the time and place of our choosing” 
 
HOW TO BE A FIGHTER PILOT: 
 

 
 
 

“There is nothing quite as unreliable as an eyewitness – other than a Eurofighter Typhoon,” he says 
as an opening salvo. “There did seem to be a fair number of people in the flying training world who 
did a good job of not going to the front line. The Fleet Air Arm seems to have a far better ‘all of one 
company’ ethos than the fast jet operators in our sister service, who seem to run an ‘us and them’ 
relationship between pilots and engineers.” And yet his hero is RAF Harrier veteran and DFC winner 

This BOOK review about a Fleet Air Arm pilot might be thought to 
guarantee a mass spluttering of cornflakes over breakfast tables 
across the land by our loyal readers. But this is about a real elite 
whose authentic voice is very rarely heard. They are a group so select 
that of the 700,000 people born in the UK each year only one or two 
of them will join it. 
This is about a unique cadre of modern-day warriors – fighter pilots. 
And in revealing what it’s like to land a Sea Harrier on the pitching 
deck of an aircraft carrier at midnight or rescue troops under fire in a 
GR9 in Afghanistan, its insightful, unapologetic and at times, hilarious. 
In Harrier – How to Be a Fighter Pilot author Cdr Paul Tremelling puts 
the reader in the cockpit beside him. And Tremors’ views are trenchant 
– something he justifies on the strength of a 21-year career in which 
he was Mentioned in Despatches on Operation Herrick and becoming 
one of the few British pilots to have flown Tom Cruise’s Top Gun F/A-
18E Super Hornet. 
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Air Cdr Fin Monahan – ‘who might just hold the title of best person ever created’ – who instructed 
him at RAF Valley. Tremelling is just as harsh on the RN hierarchy’s decision to give away the Fleet 
Air Arm’s Sea Harriers despite them having won the Falklands War 23-to-nil in what he describes 
as ‘a proper kicking.’ “We were the Royal Navy’s bastard stepchildren, least appreciated weapon 
system in the Admiral’s list, the bottom of the liquid leaching out of the very bottom of the pile.” And 
he’s just as scathing about Defence procurement: “F-16s, wonderful jets that pretty much the entire 
world had bought for tuppence while we poured pound after pound into the Tornado F3,” he adds. 
On the Super Hornet he declares: “My opinion at the end of a career that spanned Sea Harrier and 
Harrier was that there was simply no better 4th generation jet in the world in which to go to war.”  
But his most damning verdict is reserved for the campaign in Afghanistan that ended in one of the 
biggest airlifts in RAF history – the evacuation of 15,000 people from Kabul in Op Pitting as the 
Taliban seized control of the country. Cdr Tremelling said: “You can talk it up as an air mobility 
triumph as much as you want but we undoubtedly have left many behind who deserved far, far better 
and are now faced with unspeakable horrors. Our war in Afghanistan was a complete waste of life, 
blood, tears and time.” 
On a lighter note, are his ‘bubbling cauldron of dits’, as he describes the stories Service personnel 
relate and which bring this book to life. From him we learn that The Junglies – the RN Commando 
helicopter force – appeared to have wanted to join the Royal Marines but weren’t hard enough and 
now walked around wearing camouflage underpants. “The Fleet Air Arm doesn’t consider lieutenant 
commanders to be senior, which is you give and receive. The RAF considers squadron leaders to 
be senior, with the reverse effect,” he said. “In the RN your order to fly was an order to fly (made by 
the ship’s commanding officer); in the RAF it was more of a suggestion.” 
This is a searingly honest, keenly observed, well written and extremely funny military memoir and a 
must read for anyone interested in the tight brother and sisterhood of fast jet jockeys (and perhaps 
it’s time one of our equally gallant female aviators similarly spoke out.) 
It’s a rare insight into a world hidden from view by operational security and corporate PR and all too 
often only revealed years too late. For the uninitiated the use of the clearly authentic but often baffling 
intercom dialogue in the action sequences might cause a few problems. It resembles one pre-flight 
briefing Tremors himself relates in the book: “Er, right, you and me for a BITS ride. Out, up, PAR, 
nicky-nacky-noo. Out. SRA, nicky-nacky-noo.” -  Answers on a postcard please!. 
“Harrier – How to Be A Fighter Pilot” by Commander Paul Tremelling is out now in Hardback, priced 
£20. 
 
TOP GUN IS BACK: 
 

 
 
“DORADO BOATS” In Mozambique: 
 

An integral part of the maritime component of SAMIM (Southern African Development Community 
Mission in Mozambique) is shallow water island patrols conducted by elements of the Maritime 
Reaction Squadron (MRS). Reliable and sturdy transport for squadron personnel comes in the form 
of South African workboats named Sea Rider by manufacturer Stingray Marine of Durbanville, Cape 
Town. The MRS deployment currently on station off Mozambique aboard the Valour Class frigate 

Thrilling, moving and gloriously Cruisey, Joseph Kosinski's 
sequel to the 1986 hit is unquestionably the best studio action 
film in years. Tom Cruise's absurdly exciting return to the skies.  
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SAS - Spioenkop (F147) has a pair of Sea Riders, rechristened Dorado boats, for use in waterborne 
patrols and other taskings. These include visit, board, search and seizure (VBSS). 
 

 
 

SAN Public Relations in the form of SSO Captain Sam Khasuli said in response to a DefenceWeb 
enquiry the 9.2-metre-long Dorados, with 1.8 metre beams, can carry 10 at a best economy speed 
of 34 knots. The three-ton boats, if needed, can open up to 43 knots thanks to a pair of 200 
horsepower Yamaha outboards. Their shallow draft makes the Dorados well-suited for beach 
deployments made better by a ramp door with a 1.25-ton axle weight rating. The four-ringer did not 
elaborate on the Navy name Dorado, saying only the maritime service “opted” to drop Sea Rider in 
favour of Dorado, a fish species widely found in South African waters as well as elsewhere in the 
world, including Hawaii where it goes by the name “dolphinfish.” 
The SA Navy (SAN) complement is part of a four-service SA National Defence Force (SANDF) 
deployment – Operation Vikela – to the regional bloc force attempting to end terrorism under the 
banner of ASWJ (Al Sunnah wa Jama’ah) Islamists in northern Mozambique. The largest component 
comes from the SA Army currently in the form of Special Forces operators. They have been on the 
ground since the SAMIM force first arrived in Mozambique in the middle of last year. Support for 
them and other SADC troops comes from SA Air Force (SAAF) medium transport Oryx helicopters 
with full field medical support on site in Cabo Delgado province supplied by the SA Military Health 
Service (SAMHS). The landward component of the South African deployment is understood to be 
changing in the not-too-distant future with Zeerust, Northwest based 2 SA Infantry (SAI) Battalion 
ready to go following a jungle training refresher at Entabeni in Limpopo. 
 
CRYPTOCURRENCY VALUES COLLAPSE: 
 

A Carte Blanche expose on Sunday drew attention to a massive local scam by 2 smooth operators 
from Limpopo that has destroyed the life savings of a number of investors. Cryptocurrency owners 
across the world are rushing to withdraw their funds amid a historic market panic that has been 
likened to a run on banks. The value of so-called "stablecoins" cryptocurrencies whose values are 
meant to be pegged to real-world currencies such as the dollar, have slumped as owners lose 
confidence in them. Meanwhile, fewer than one in ten companies have told staff they must come 
back to the office full-time, new data reveals as employees around the world insist on working from 
home. As home-working becomes entrenched, Matthew Lynn asks if we sacked working-from-home 
civil servants, would anyone notice? 
 
“HELLO DARKNESS MY OLD FRIEND” 
 

I often wondered why the lyrics say “Hello darkness my old friend. “Here’s the story behind it  
It is the story of a poor boy, American, of a Jewish family, from Buffalo, who wins a scholarship at 
Columbia University. There, he befriends a boy who turned out to be a great friend, and his 
roommate.   But in his freshman year of college,  watching a baseball game,  all of a sudden, out of  



 7
 
nowhere, he went blind. The doctor said it was conjunctivitis and it would go away. It didn't, it was a 
cataract that had damaged his optic nerves. The boy became blind, went into depression, dropped 
out of school and returned to his hometown. This friend, his roommate, went there and convinced 
him to return to the University. The friend said to him: - the darkness will accompany you and I will 
be your light. The friend started to help him in everything. He read him the tests, the books, 
everything. This blind guy ended up graduating with a law degree, then got a master's degree from 
Harvard and a Ph.D. from Oxford. He became a well-recognized attorney and became a Counsellor 
in the White House. He worked advising American presidents such as Gerald Ford and Jimmy 
Carter. This beautiful story is of overcoming adversity and shows the value of a true friendship.              
It's the life of Sandy Greenberg. But going back in time, in 1964, the roommate who helped him 
graduate, Arthur Ira Garfunkel; of the duo Simon & Garfunkel; borrowed $400 from Sandy. He 
needed the money to release a record. Sandy lent him the money. The record was released in 1964, 
and became one of the most listened to songs… 
It was the song that the roommate made in honour of his friend Sandy Greenberg, a song that 
everyone knows, but no one knew the story behind the lyrics. In Hearing the music and knowing the 
story has another meaning.  
*The Sound of Silence*   https://youtu.be/JVdeyypRVdc 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

The lights may not be coming on-again all-over SA as chaos and crisis continues, but the well 
planned and executed SAAF/SAAFA Memorial Parade took place at Bays Hill last Sunday. The 
SAAF Choirs’ singing was outstanding... 
We received a letter of thanks and appreciation from the Spitfire Restoration project which is 
reproduced below. 
We continue working with Fourteen, Wanderers Caterers in order to streamline lunch proceedings... 
We are also considering re-introducing Guest Speakers. Our next function will be the June lunch, 
12h30 for 13h00 Friday 3 June 2022, again in the Cigar Bar. Cost of the lunch is R250 and we 
prefer you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank - Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 
278 063. Look forward to seeing as many as possible on the First Friday in June. And so... as Winter 
approaches, enjoy the lovely Autumn colours everywhere and keep the home fires burning... 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

The outstanding NATO Salesman of the Year has been announced – Vladimir Putin... 
 

A great irony is that computers are asking humans to prove that they are not robots... 
 

Linking up the humour of the army man for 635 years and the Falklands, you may be aware that the 
Navy always pulled away East overnight, to make it more difficult for the Argie planes who might be 
planning a 'dark' attack. When the awards were being organised, afterwards, someone suggested 
they gave the Navy the “Star of India” as they were closer to India than to the Falklands most of the 
time... 
 

Have we reached the ultimate stage of absurdity where some people are held responsible for things 
that happened before they were born, while other people are not held responsible for things they 
themselves are doing today? 
 

When I was a boy my Dad gave me money to go downtown and pay the electricity bill. But instead 
I bought raffle tickets for a chance to win a new truck. When I got home I told my Dad but he beat 
my backside. But in the morning a new truck sat in the driveway. We all held each other and cried, 
especially me, because the truck was from the Electricity Department of the Municipality and was 
there to turn off the lights... Dad beat my backside again.... 
 

A sardonic Senior might say... As I’ve grown older, I’ve learned that pleasing everyone is impossible, 
but annoying everyone is a piece of cake. 
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I’m responsible for what I say, not what you understand. 
 

Common sense is like deodorant. The people who need it the most never use it.  
 

My tolerance for idiots is extremely low these days. I used to have some immunity built up, but 
obviously there's a new strain out there. 
 

It’s not my age that bothers me; it’s the side effects.  
 

I’m not saying I’m old and worn out, but I make sure I’m nowhere near the curb on trash day. 
 

As I watch this generation try and rewrite our history, I'm sure of one thing:  It will be misspelled and 
have no punctuation. 
 

Me, sobbing: "I can't see you anymore… I'm not going to let you hurt me again." 
 

My Trainer: "It was just one sit-up.” 
 

As I’ve gotten older, people think I’ve become lazy. The truth is I’m just being more energy efficient. 
 

I haven't gotten anything done today. I've been in the Produce Department trying to open this stupid 
plastic bag. 
 

If you find yourself feeling useless, remember it took 20 years, trillions of dollars, and four presidents 
to replace the Taliban with the Taliban. 
 

Turns out that being a "senior" is mostly just googling how to do stuff. 
 

I want to be 18 again and ruin my life differently. I have new ideas. 
 

I'm on two diets. I wasn't getting enough food on one. 
 

I put my scale in the bathroom corner and that's where the little liar will stay until it apologizes. 
 

My mind is like an internet browser. At least 19 open tabs, 3 of them are frozen, and I have no clue 
where the music is coming from. 
 

Hard to believe I once had a phone attached to a wall, and when it rang, I picked it up without 
knowing who was calling. 
 

Apparently RSVP-ing to a wedding invitation "Maybe next time" isn't the correct response. 
 

She says I keep pushing her buttons. If that were true, I would have found mute by now. 
 

So you’ve been eating hot dogs and McChickens all your life, but you won’t take the vaccine because 
you don’t know what’s in it. Are you kidding me? 
 

Sometimes the Universe puts you in the same situation again to see if you’re still a dumbass. 
 

There is no such thing as a grouchy old person. The truth is that once you get old, you stop being 
polite and start being honest 
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THE NATO EXERCISE THAT NEARLY SPARKED NUCLEAR WAR: 
 

NATO has always been a topic of contention between the west and Russia. This was especially true 
during the Cold War, when there were fears the United States and the Soviet Union would enter into 
nuclear conflict. To prepare for such an event, NATO held annual exercises with member countries. 
One such exercise, Able Archer 83, almost sparked an actual nuclear war. 
 

Ronald Reagan’s election leads to escalated tensions 
 

Prior to Able Archer 83, tensions were already high between the US and the USSR. Things began 
to escalate with the election of President Reagan, and continued to rise as a result of US 
psychological operations and military drills. 
 

 
USS Coral Sea (CV-43), Enterprise (CVN-65) and Midway (CV-41) during FleetEx ’83-1. (Photo Credit: PH2 David B. 
Loveall, USN / Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain) 
 

In February 1981, the US began a series of operations that saw vessels enter Soviet waters to the 
Far East and north, to show how close NATO ships could get to critical military bases. These tactics 
culminated in a US Pacific Fleet exercise in the North Pacific. Consisting of 40 vessels, 300 aircraft 
and 23,000 crewmen, it attempted to provoke a Soviet reaction in order to gather intelligence about 
their aircraft capabilities, tactical manoeuvres and radar characteristics. The Soviets’ fears only grew 
with the scheduled deployment of NATO Pershing II missiles in West Germany. 
 

   
Pershing II missile. 
 

It relied on information obtained by officials stationed abroad. On September 1, 1983, the Boeing 
747 Korean Airlines civilian airliner  was shot down by the Soviet military. Flying to Seoul from 
Anchorage, Alaska, it went off course and was mistaken for a US Boeing RC-135 spy plane, due to 
their similar radar patterns. All 269 onboard the aircraft were killed, prompting Reagan to call the 
incident a “massacre.” 

Ronald Reagan also began the largest peacetime military 
build-up in US history and announced the “Star Wars” 
program. The aim was to intercept nuclear missiles coming 
from space, and while it was purely a defensive measure, 
the USSR believed it would free the US from the constraints 
imposed by “Mutually Assured Destruction” (MAD). The 
project never came close to being operational. 
Soviet response to increased US rhetoric and military 
movement. The USSR began responding to American 
actions in May 1981 with Operation Ryan. Initiated by then-
KGB Chairman Yuri Andropov, it aimed to collect possible 
contingency plans by the Reagan administration to launch a 
nuclear attack against the Soviets. 
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Protests outside the White House following the downing of Korean Airlines Flight 007. 
                            
Able Archer 83 
 

Able Archer was an annual NATO exercise involving thousands of military personnel from member 
countries. The 1983 exercise ran from November 7-11 and played out the scenario that would arise 
in the event the Soviet Union attempted to increase its sphere of control. It was the culmination of 
two months of exercises known as Autumn Forge. 
 

 
US Marines wearing gear to protect them from chemical attacks during a NATO exercise in Norway, 1984. (Photo Credit: 
Bryn Colton / Getty Images) 
 

A single, medium-range missile was launched as a warning that NATO was willing to escalate the 
war if the USSR didn’t back down. 
 

 
NATO forces conducting an exercise in Norway, 1982. (Photo Credit: CORBIS / Getty Images) 
 

The Soviets thought Able Archer 83 was a cover for a real attack. For many, Able Archer 83 was 
one of the most realistic exercises NATO had ever conducted. It was so realistic, in fact, that the 
Soviet Union believed it to be a cover to hide preparations for a genuine nuclear attack. Due to this, 

These were followed on September 26, 1983 
by the infamous Soviet False Alarm incident, 
in which the Soviet Air Defence Forces 
incorrectly believed the US had launched five 
nuclear missiles. This was the result of a flaw 
in their satellite warning system. Had it not 
been for Lt. Col. Stanislav Petrov disobeying 
orders to launch a retaliatory strike, the world 
would have been forced into nuclear war. 
 

The fictional scenario began with the election 
of a new Soviet leader, concerns about oil 
supplies due to unrest in the Middle East and 
an unaligned Yugoslavia siding with the West. 
The latter led Soviet tanks to enter the 
Eastern European country, before heading 
toward Scandinavia and Western Europe. In 
this “war,” NATO forces were forced to retreat 
for a few months, after which Western powers 
authorized the use of nuclear weapons. 
 

What made Able Archer 83 different from 
previous exercises was that it introduced a 
number of elements, including ground 
deployments, coded communications, the 
participation of heads of state and radio silences. 
US air bases even practiced handling weapons, 
and dummy warheads were used. 
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they readied their nuclear arsenal, with the Soviet 4th Air Army loading nuclear weapons 
onto combat aircraft. Air units in East Germany and Poland were also placed on alert. 
 

 
Control room at a Soviet nuclear missile base, outside Moscow. 
(Photo Credit: Robert Wallis / CORBIS / Getty Images) 
 

Extracted from War History online - Apr 28, 2022, Clare Fitzgerald, Guest Author 
(Sent in by Jon Adams) 
 

When he heard of the Soviets’ actions, 
President Reagan was shocked that 
leadership had believed the US would 
actually launch a nuclear strike against 
them. Following the scare, he reduced his 
anti-Communist rhetoric, particularly 
during his 1984 re-election campaign. He 
also met with Mikhail Gorbachev after the 
politician was appointed as the new Soviet 
leader. 

 


