
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 116 
24th JUNE 2022 

 
GREETINGS: 
 

Sheer relief as the last of the Covid regulations and restrictions in SA are lifted... Well, the “Winter 
of our Discontent” continues with cold fronts in SA, snow on the mountains, heatwaves in Europe 
and violent eruptions and ejections from Parliament on Points of Order… Youth Day came and went 
with little recollection or celebration of what it was all about, and no glimmer of hope for the youth of 
SA… That the State President was in Mtata, and the Mad Hatter grandstanding in Kyelitsha (full of 
sound and fury, signifying nothing…) while xenophobic truck drivers illegally blocked the N3 artery 
at vast cost and great disruption to the economy speaks volumes... 
Zondo Commission final Parts 5 & 6 delivered – ‘searing indictment of the ANC, Jacob Zuma and 
the government’… eThekwini (Durban) “watershedding” for next 18 months… cooking oil prices 
soar... official inflation surges to 6,5%... there is of course no connection whatsoever between these 
events and the fact that SA is unlikely ever again to host a Rugby World Cup – or for that matter an 
F1 event at Kyalami… Soweto residents  march to Civic Centre to present grievances to Mayor... 
and the Kruger Millions are eclipsed as the “mystery of the missing Ramaphosa millions” continued 
to dominate political discourse inside and outside Parliament… “What use is money in the hand of 
a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?” Proverbs 17:16. 
Prince Charles and Camilla visit Rwanda – possibly to check out the UK refugee arrangements?... 
Afghanistan’s agony made worse by a massive earthquake... Strikes cause massive UK rail 
disruption... Record global displacement of over 100 million people, while Russia’s criminal 
depredations in Ukraine has caused the biggest flight since Nazi Germany’s rampage… predictions 
that the Ukraine war may last for years… Putin's setbacks in Ukraine have done nothing to diminish 
his aggression on the global stage... violent protests in India… floods in India and Pakistan… China, 
in pursuit of World Peace, launches the world’s biggest aircraft carrier, Fujian…  50th Anniversary of 
Watergate – come back Tricky Dick, maybe you were right all along… and a continuing blizzard of 
misinformation and propaganda in the global media… As Henry Adams said in 1918: “The press is 
the hired agent of the monied system, and set up for no other purpose than to tell lies where their 
interests are involved. One can trust nobody and nothing….” 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE REMEMBERS: 
 

 
 

On 14th June 1982, Argentine forces Argentine forces surrendered and returned the Falkland 
Islands to British control, ending the 74-day conflict that took place 40 years ago.                                                                                                                             
Two and a half months earlier, Argentine forces invaded and occupied the Falklands as well as 
South Georgia.  The British government dispatched a naval task force to engage the Argentine Navy 
and Air Force on 5th April 1982 to retake the islands.  This task force eventually comprised 127 
ships from the Royal Navy, Royal Fleet Auxiliary as well as 62 merchant ships. British military 
operations in the Falklands conflict were given the codename Operation CORPORATE, with the 
Royal Navy and British Army being heavily involved on the ground and in the waters surrounding 
the islands. 
On 1st May 1982, a RAF Vulcan bomber successfully completed the first ‘Black Buck’ raid on the 
airfield at Stanley.  Operation BLACK BUCK was a series of long-range bombing missions that set 
off from Ascension Island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, approximately 4,000 miles away from 
the Falkland Islands.  The complex missions took around 16 hours and required air-to-air refuelling 
from 11 RAF Victor aircraft.  
The Falklands conflict lasted 74 days with the Argentine forces surrendering on 14th June 1982.  A 
total of 907 lost their lives and over 2,000 were wounded.  Of the 907 that died, 255 were British 
servicemen, 649 were Argentine, and three were Falkland Island residents. 
On 14th June 2022, the UK Armed Forces paid tribute to veterans of the Falklands Conflict at a 
commemoration at the National Memorial Arboretum. The Prime Minister, Defence Minister, and 
Service Chiefs joined veterans of the conflict to say thank you for restoring the freedom of the 
communities of the British Overseas Territory and to remember all those who fell. Hosted by The 
Royal British Legion, service personnel paid tribute to former colleagues in readings during the 
ceremony, before laying wreaths on behalf of the Royal Navy, British Army and Royal Air Force. 
(RAF News) 
 

DUXFORD SUMMER AIRSHOW: 
 

 

The ever-popular Duxford Air Show was back 
this weekend (June 18-19) at Imperial War 
Museum Duxford. Included were world-class 
formation display teams - the Blades, the Red 
Arrows, BBMF Avro Lancaster, RAF Falcons 
and the Bremont Great War Display Team. 
Spitfires and Hurricanes were in action in 
homage to Duxford’s role in the Second World 
War, as well as daring aerial acts from the 
Aerosuperbatic Wing Walkers. 
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Meanwhile, on the ground, visitors enjoyed live music, circus comedy and workshops with Fitup 
Productions, met exotic animals with the team from Zoolab, saw a traditional steam fair, met and 
learned from living history groups, and had access to the Flightline walk (before noon) to see all the 
aircraft and crews up close. 
The flying line-up on the Saturday and the Sunday, was as follows: 

AeroSuperBatics Wing Walkers 
The Blades 
The Red Arrows (Fly-past, Saturday only) 
Supermarine Spitfire Mk. I 
Avro Lancaster (Saturday only) 
RAF Falcons 
North American TF-51D Mustang ‘Contrary Mary’ 
Republic P-47D Thunderbolt 
B-17G Flying Fortress ‘Sally B’ 
Black Cats Helicopter Display Team 
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-15UTI and de Havilland Vampire FB.5 
Bremont Great War Display Team 
RAF Grob Tutor Display Team 
Stichting Fokker Four 
Jet Pitts - Muscle Biplane 
Consolidated PBY-5A Catalina 
BAC Strikemaster Pair 
Gyro Air Displays (RotorSport Calidus) 
Team Raven 
North American T-6 Harvard Pair 

Visitors were also able to explore IWM Duxford’s exhibitions and array of aircraft, tanks and boats 
and were advised to bring a bottle of water, folding chairs or picnic blankets. Windbreaks also 
permitted. The following were not allowed on site: dogs or other animals, barbeques, step ladders 
or stools, tents. 
Phil Hood, IWM Air Show event manager, said: “The first air show of the season is always hotly 
anticipated, and we couldn’t wait to deliver a fantastic weekend of entertainment over what turned 
out to be a warm and sunny couple of days. 
“As always, there were plenty of aerial displays and fast flying action in the skies from the likes of 
the Wing Walking team, the RAF Falcons parachutists, the official helicopter display team of the 
Royal Navy and a flypast from the Red Arrows on the Saturday”. (Cambridge Independent) 
 
JOLLY GREEN GIANT: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A spokesperson for Gloucestershire Police 
said on Wednesday June 15: “Police are 
escorting an abnormal load through the 
Cotswolds. “The escort of an RAF Chinook 
helicopter will begin at around 9.30am and 
is estimated to take approximately one hour. 
The escort will be entering the county via the 
A40 at Burford and initially travelling along 
the A40 to Northleach. It will then join the 
A429 and continue onto the A417/A419 at 
Cirencester for its onward journey through 
Wiltshire. Due to the size of the load and the 
escort taking narrow roads, drivers are 
advised to allow extra time for their journeys 
or find alternative routes. We apologise in 
advance for any inconvenience this may 
cause.” (RAF News) 
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RED ARROWS IN THE SAND: 

 

 
 
 

Hundreds of youngsters are expected to take part in the parades at Whitby and Filey with plenty of 
handmade crafts representing the history of the different armed forces over hundreds of years. 
(Scarborough News) 
 
NHI: KILL OR CURE? 
 

In a Brenthurst Wealth research note published in April this year, the late economist Mike Schüssler 
pointed out that there were just 6.8 million taxpayers registered at the end of March. Various state 
welfare programmes, including public healthcare, are made possible by citizens’ taxes. The more 
under pressure taxpayers are – either because of unforeseen local or global events, but also 
because of government’s chosen regulations and policies – the higher the possibility that people’s 
wealth will decline, or they will look to leave the country. Policies and regulations that destroy wealth 
and inhibit the creation thereof will have the ultimate downstream effect of further limiting those very 
services that the state believes it is best suited to provide. In a recent presentation to Parliament, 
deputy director-general of health Dr Nicholas Crisp said that to fund its new National Health 
Insurance Scheme (NHI), government would eventually need to collect additional taxes. These could 
take the form of an increase in VAT, a change in general taxation, and adding a payroll tax. The 
state’s finances are likely to become more constrained, given low growth for the next few years 
(hovering at just under 2%), and therefore lower tax revenues. The extra room afforded to the fiscus 
is also likely to be smaller, because the necessary improvements in infrastructure have not been 
done, and other countries will look for new places from which to satisfy their needs. Despite caveats 
offered that government understands that it is highly unlikely that South Africa’s middle-class and 
wealthy taxpayers will pay more than they already do for private healthcare, these same citizens will 
always be a first port of call for a government desperate for votes, desperate to be seen to just be 
doing ‘something’. As long as its ideology demands that the ruling party must ‘provide’ for ‘the 
people’, it will attempt every possible avenue to obtain the necessary resources and control. The 
NHI, as proposed, will not fix the many issues in the public sector. Most recently, Dr Tim De Maayer, 
a paediatrician at Rahima Moosa Mother and Child Hospital in Johannesburg, wrote an open 
letter addressed to Health Department heads. In the letter he detailed the problems affecting the 
hospital specifically, but also pointing to wider problems, “Children are dying and the horrendous 
conditions in our public hospitals are contributing to their deaths.” Dr De Maayer was subsequently 
suspended, apparently by the CEO of the hospital, after the publication of his letter, but was later 
reinstated and is back at work. Dr Aayesha Soni, a medical doctor who has been working in the 
public healthcare sector for the past seven years, wrote an article in support of what Dr De Maayer 
expressed in his letter. She concluded her piece by saying, “[Dr De Maayer’s] letter and the response 
to it have been the topic of discussion among doctors nationwide — and the message is clear: we 

Scarborough's Animated Objects 
Theatre Company has created 
two huge sand art drawings on 
South Bay beach as part of 
Armed Forces Day events. The 
designs feature an outline of a 
squadron flying in formation 
across the sands and a giant 
Union Jack flag with an Armed 
Forces Day message underneath. 
The artworks are just a flavour of 
the theatre company's projects as 
Animated Objects has also been 
working with communities across 
the borough to create three 
children's parades and a 
sculpture trail.  
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are tired of not being able to properly serve the people of this country because of a broken 
system that offers us inadequate support. We can only hope it ignites action and true change which 
isn’t limited to lip service.” Instead of aiming at high-level plans that contain the inherent risk of 
increasing taxes, adding yet more bureaucracy, increasing the costs of equipment, and possibly 
driving more of the country’s doctors, nurses, and other medical personnel out of the country, the 
government must shelve its NHI plans. Quality healthcare services are never a given; the requisite 
conditions to bring these about need to be in place. Should government proceed with its NHI goals, 
all South Africans will suffer from low-quality care options, and innovations and investment will dry 
up. Only those individuals with the necessary political connections and higher levels of wealth will 
be able to travel overseas to satisfy their healthcare needs. Monopolising the management of all 
healthcare services in the hands of the state, as the NHI would require, will not solve any of the 
serious structural and management problems that plague South Africa’s private and public sectors. 
Government should rather focus on implementing the recommendations of the Health Market 
Inquiry, and further, on using its limited resources to improve the services that it provides for indigent 
citizens. The NHI is the perfect example of misdiagnosing the symptoms of an illness, and 
consequently prescribing the incorrect medicine. (Daily Friend) 
 
 

      

TOP GUN – A REVIEW: 
 

If there’s anyone who’s reading this who hasn’t seen the new Top Gun film (why not?), here’s a brief 
overview. Firstly, for anyone who even knows what an aeroplane is, it is probably the most enjoyable, 
‘feel good’ film of the year, if not the century so far. Secondly, it’s a load of drivel, without a single 
original idea in the entire two hours. Yes – it’s quite long, but well worth it – I wasn’t conscious of 
that aspect, as I have been with some ‘longer’ films. Predictable would be an understatement, but 
what are you looking for if you go to a Top Gun film? And the echoes of, and references to the first 
one are gorgeous. Tom Cruise manages to look an awful lot less than the 57 or so years old he must 
have been when it was made – he’s 60 in July! I wonder how much his plastic surgery must have 
cost him so far... The ‘baddies’ kinda have to be Iran, as they very conveniently have a Tomcat – as 
far as I know, the only country the US exported any to was Iran? But their scenery that the goodies 
fly through seems to represent most of the planet. They baddies also have at least three Su 57s – 
Russia’s latest – I’m not sure Russia themselves even have that many operational… And as one of 
my sons commented, how come he’s got a Mustang – in the Navy!? But it has to have a second 
seat for the finale, and I don’t think you get two seat Hellcats or Corsairs. Enough of my bitching – I 
will undoubtedly see it more than once, so get out, see it and enjoy it for yourselves – several times! 
(Sent in by Dave Evans, both of whose sons are big hitters in the US Aerospace industry) 

CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

A fresh threat of Eskom loadshedding this week as the cold sets in and Duvha burns... The chronic 
chaos and crisis continues… 
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Our next lunch to brighten a gloomy outlook will be a Ladies Lunch at the Wanderers on the 
Terrace (same place as we held the Annual Dinner) 12:30 for 13:00 on Friday 1 July 2022. After 
some negotiation we have set the menu for the July lunch as a Butternut Soup starter, Chicken fillet 
with chips and peas with side condiments of Peri-Peri and Lemon Butter on the table, so you can 
choose if you want it spicey or citrusy. We are still working on the dessert but are tending towards 
Bar-One chocolate cake with ice cream. As normal, limited wine will be available on the table. Price 
remains R250 per head (still good value) and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank 
- Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Please book by replying to this invitation to 
reserve your seats as we will close off bookings next week. Also note that we are committed to pay 
for the number of meals booked. Looking forward to seeing as many as possible, with your Ladies 
or ‘poppies’ as one member refers to his companion, on the First Friday in July. 
And so... as Winter cold continues, enjoy the crisp weather, brew some warming soup – or 
polisiekoffie... and enjoy this edition of Ramblings with a couple of extra stories… 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

I know a man whose girlfriend was surging,  
And he soon realised she needed no urging, 
So she poured him a drink, 
And what do you think, 
It didn’t take long until they were merging. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 
At a Wedding Reception I recently attended, someone said: “All the married men please stand next 
to the person who has made your life worth living”… The bartender was nearly crushed to death!  
(Sent in by Clive King) 
 
FATHERS DAY MUSE: 
How grandchildren perceive their grandparents… 
 

1. I was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, under the watchful eyes of my young 
granddaughter, as I'd done many times before. After I applied my lipstick and started to leave, 
the little one said, "But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" I will probably 
never put lipstick on again without thinking about kissing the toilet paper good-bye.... 

 

2. My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked me how old I 
was, and I told him, 72. My grandson was quiet for a moment, and then he asked, "Did you 
start at 1?" 

 

3. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old slacks and a droopy 
blouse and proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the children getting more and more 
rambunctious, her patience grew thin. Finally, she threw a towel around her head and stormed 
into their room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings. As she left the room, she heard 
the 3-year-old say with a trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 
 

4. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood was like. "We 
used to skate outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our 
front yard. We rode our ponies. We picked wild raspberries in the woods." The little girl was 
wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last, she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!" 
 

5. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you know how you and God 
are alike?" I mentally polished my halo and I said, "No, how are we alike?'' "You're both old," 
he replied. 
 

6. A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather's word processor. She told him 
she was writing a story. "What's it about?" he asked. "I don't know," she replied. "I can't read." 
 

7. I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colours yet, so I decided to test her. I would 
point out something and ask what colour it was. She would tell me and was always correct. It 
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was fun for me, so I continued. At last, she headed for the door, saying, "Grandma, I really 
think you should try to figure out some of these colours yourself!" 
 

8. When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until we were 
inside to keep from attracting pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies followed us in. Noticing them 
before I did, Billy whispered, "It's no use Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are coming after us 
with flashlights." 
 

9. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." "Look in your 
underwear, Grandpa," he advised "Mine says I'm 4 to 6." (WOW! I really like this one -- it says 
I'm only '38'!) 

 

10. A second grader came home from school and said to her grandmother, "Grandma, guess 
what? We learned how to make babies today." The grandmother, more than a little surprised, 
tried to keep her cool. "That's interesting." she said. "How do you make babies?" "It's simple," 
replied the girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'." 
 

11. Children's Logic: "Give me a sentence about a public servant," said a teacher. The small boy 
wrote: "The fireman came down the ladder pregnant." The teacher took the lad aside to 
correct him. "Don't you know what pregnant means?" she asked. "Sure," said the young boy 
confidently. 'It means carrying a child." 
 

12. A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their home one day when a fire truck 
zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck was a Dalmatian dog. The children 
started discussing the dog's duties. 
"They use him to keep crowds back," said one child. "No," said another. "He's just for good 
luck." A third child brought the argument to a close. “They use the dogs," she said firmly, "to 
find the fire hydrants." 
 

13. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," he said, "she lives at the airport, and 
whenever we want her, we just go get her. Then, when we're done having her visit, we take 
her back to the airport." 
 

14. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me good things, but I don't get to see him 
enough to get as smart as him! 
 

15. My Grandparents are funny, when they bend over, you hear gas leaks, and they blame their 
dog. 

 
Reality Check: 
Isn't this the kind of response you would like to see more often when "special needs" groups want 
the world to change to accommodate them?? 
Trey Gowda, a former South Carolina Congressman, responded to a question from a CNN reporter 
about the ban of transgenders from joining the U.S.  armed forces. (We should maybe note this for 
South African police and military). As Trey typically does so very well, he nailed it rather succinctly. 
Question:  How can President Trump claim to represent all U.S citizens, regardless of sexual 
orientation, when he banned transgenders from joining the military?  Isn't that discrimination? 
Trey Gowdy's Response: “Nobody has a right to serve in the Military.  Nobody!  What makes you 
people think the Military is an equal opportunity employer?  It is very far from it - and for good reasons 
- let me cite a few: The Military uses prejudice regularly and consistently to deny citizens from joining 
for being too old or too young, too fat or too skinny, too tall or too short. Citizens are denied for 
having flat feet, or for missing or additional fingers." he went on to explain:  "By the way, poor 
eyesight will disqualify you, as well as bad teeth.  Malnourished?  Drug addiction? Bad 
back?  Criminal history?  Low IQ?  Anxiety?  Phobias?  Hearing damage?  Six arms?  Hear voices 
in your head?  Self-identification as a Unicorn?  Need a special access ramp for your wheelchair?" 
"Can't run the required course in the required time?  Can't do the required number of push-ups?  Not 
really a morning person?  And refuse to get out of bed before noon?  All can be legitimate reasons 
for denial" "The Military has one job:  Winning War.  Anything else is a distraction and a liability. Did 
someone just scream?  That isn't Fair?  War is VERY unfair, there are no exceptions made for being 
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special or challenged or socially wonderful. YOU must change yourself to meet Military 
standards and not the other way around." "I say again: You don't change the Military - you must 
change yourself.  The Military is not about being fair, it is about taking advantage of others and about 
winning. The Military doesn't need to accommodate anyone with special issues. The Military needs 
to Win Wars and keep our Country safe - PERIOD!" "If any of your personal issues are a liability that 
detract from readiness or lethality... Thank you for applying and good luck in future endeavours. Any 
other questions?” 
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MURDO MACLEOD – ONE MAN’S WAR… 
 

Flight Lieutenant Murdo Macleod heard he had become a father for the first time between sorties 
flying his Harrier against Argentinian ground troops in the Falklands. "What struck me was the 
paradox of the situation. A life is born, my son, and yet here I was flying missions that would 
ultimately kill the sons of so many Argentinian mothers and fathers. It was a very difficult day for so 
many reasons." Hours later, his Harrier was hit as he streaked low and fast over enemy positions 
on Sapper Hill.  He was unaware of the strike until he was returning to HMS Hermes when his 
instrumentation showed his fuel was about to run out.  Murdo was confused - he thought he had 
enough fuel for the return journey. 



 10

 

He had previously lost power in the aircraft’s hydraulics after an earlier mission when, on returning 
to Hermes, there was a failure in the system.  Murdo’s flaps were no longer working, and he was 
unable to slow down.  Murdo flew a circuit of the carrier until he could activate his undercarriage 
using his emergency system.  It was only upon exiting the Harrier that he saw hydraulic oil leaking 
from the undercarriage. 
On another occasion, during a mission to attack enemy positions west of Stanley, Murdo and his 
number two were experiencing heavy flak.  Murdo was flying low and fast and looking out towards 
his left side.  As he rolled off to climb up above the approaching hill, Murdo turned to look ahead and 
saw that he had been hit in the windscreen. "The windscreen immediately began to break up. I now 
needed to gain maximum height to not only avoid the further flak that I was sustaining around my 
aircraft, but to also save fuel. However, none of us had ever received instruction on what to do if our 
windscreen was compromised before having to head towards high altitude." As Murdo began his 
ascent, the windscreen began disintegrating further.  He now made a decision to stay below twenty 
thousand feet, as opposed to the required thirty thousand feet in order to save fuel.  By the time he 
reached HMS Hermes, the fuel was extremely low and only fumes were keeping the Harrier airborne. 
 

  .              
Sea Harriers                                                                                                                      Murdo Macleod 

 

"The control tower began asking me if I was 
dumping fuel."  Smoke also began appearing 
from the Harrier.  He was still carrying munitions 
that if ignited could potentially damage the 
Hermes.  Then the control tower informed him 
that bits of his aircraft were falling off. "I cracked 
the nozzles to start the process of dumping the 
Harrier in the water and abandoning the aircraft, 
but suddenly I had this strong instinct that I 
could make it. I whipped it across the ship and 
landed it on the deck. The Harrier was a mess." 
That close call was not his first during the 
conflict. 

 


