
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 117 
1st JULY 2022 

 
GREETINGS: 
 

Well, well, well...Just when you think things can’t get worse... Shebeen deaths from “chemical 
poisoning” – bouncer kept door locked while people panicked... Zondo report makes it clear that 
ANC is no more than a Mafia-style criminal cartel... UIF reports R357 Million TERS fraud during 
lockdown.... well I never... National Lottery boss builds R 27 million mansion.... Eskom illegal strike 
pushing SA to precipice... What now as load shedding escalates to Stage 6?... Eskom is dying and 
the ANC dealt the fatal blows... Gwede Mantashe must fall... For nearly a decade local mafias have 
been demanding payouts of 30 percent of the contract value of many construction projects... Senzo 
Meyiwa, Quo Vadis?... Demise of Comair... reported Covid rate now less than 5%... Human 
trafficking in Belfast Mpumalanga... Prosus (Naspers) flying on Tencent cash cow... 
World leaders condemn ‘abominable’ Russian attack on shopping centre... Ukraine has been a 
massive wake-up call to NATO, who, unprepared for crisis, and haven fallen at the first fence, now 
to put 300,000 troops on high alert in response to Russian threat... when Russia sneezes, the whole 
world catches cold... give the Ukrainians the tools, and they will finish the job... 
Old Joe Biden commits further US military aid to Ukraine... BoJo issues open invitation to Russian 
scientists ‘dismayed by Putin’s violence’... Ukrainians call it attempted genocide... former Nazi 
Concentration Camp guard jailed at 101... Six years on: cold reality of Brexit hitting UK... Andy 
Murray rolls back the years and beats Duckworth... FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 “rotten to the core”... 
Prince Charles in the suitcase of cash business... The SNP leader is fighting a Scottish 
independence campaign, Vladimir Putin has invaded Ukraine and Andy Murray is winning matches 
at Wimbledon. Perhaps 2022 is the new 2014.... 
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Bruce was raised and educated in Rhodesia and his 
Military Service in the Rhodesian Air Force began in 
1967. He gained experience in various capacities, notably 
in introducing Computer systems to the Air Force and 
Department of Defence Manpower. He was appointed 
Personal Staff Officer to the Commander, Air Force, and 
made an Honorary ADC to the President of Rhodesia. In 
1979 Bruce was promoted Wing Commander with a final 
posting to Defence Headquarters as Director Plans. 
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He took early retirement in 1982 and emigrated to South Africa. He joined the Royal Air Force 
Association and is currently Vice President of RAFA (South Africa), Chairman of the Royal Air Force 
Officers’ Club and involved with various charitable organisations. 
Bruce had for some years diligently attended SAAFA Johannesburg lunches where his considerable 
past experiences and insights were easily recognised. He was soon co-opted to assist Branch 
Committee and NEC in the aftermath of a serious issue of conflict among members of SAAFA. He 
then joined SAAFA as a Life Member in July 2013. His co-opted status was formalized at the 
following Branch AGM and Bruce was voted onto the Johannesburg Committee. 
By that stage he was heavily involved in attending meetings, counselling sessions, drafting 
documents and letters of apology for all parties, and heading off threatened legal action by the 
protagonists involved in the conflict. To balance the contrary, Bruce always excelled as an 
entertaining Master of Ceremonies at the annual SAAFA Johannesburg Banquet. 
He was unanimously elected Johannesburg Vice Chairman, a position which he still occupies with 
distinction and was invited to attend National Executive Committee meetings. The President 
requested Bruce to participate in the Remembrance/Heritage Portfolio of the NEC and to produce a 
Heritage Report for addition to the SAAFA Memorandum of Administration. 
Bruce’s dedicated service to SAAFA is of the highest order. His commitment to our Association: the 
Heritage of the SAAF and SAAFA and the Benevolent wellbeing of our Members make him a worthy 
recipient of the ORDER OF THE SAAF ASSOCIATION (SILVER) 
 
RAF STRATEGY SIMPLIFIED: 
 

  
But faced with the global threat of growing climate change, we must also succeed in terms of 
resource and environment, which is why we are committed to becoming the world’s first net zero 
air force by 2040. In 2021, the United Kingdom Government published the Integrated Review of 
Security, Defence and Foreign Policy (IR21) It set out the Government’s ambitions for the UK’s place 
in the rapidly changing world CAS describes - and the role of the Armed Forces in delivering those 
ambitions. The RAF has updated their three core strategic objectives, which were largely unchanged 
for five years, to: Succeed Today, Innovate for Tomorrow, Value our People because they better 
reflect the Government’s IR21 intent. "We operate in an era of strategic competition and 
confrontation, with nations actively destabilising the international order that we rely on for our 
security, stability and prosperity. This strategy should inspire, inform and cohere everything we do 
as a Service, so that together we will achieve the Royal Air Force vision to be the most operationally 
successful, agile and innovative Air Force in the world; always there for our nation."                                            
Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston, Chief of the Air Staff. 

OUR VISION: The most operationally successful, agile and 
innovative Air Force in the world; always there for our nation. 
While the world has changed out of all recognition since our 
formation in 1918, the RAF’s enduring purpose has not 
– delivering global air and space power to protect the nation. 
Our strategic objective of ‘Succeed Today’ is focused on 
successfully maintaining our outstanding operational edge at 
home and overseas to protect the UK’s security, stability and 
prosperity.                                                                                                                                         
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ARMED FORCES WEEK: 
 

Meanwhile, the Queen met with members of the Armed Forces during an Act of Loyalty Parade in 
Edinburgh as part of Holyrood week. The event took place in the gardens of the Palace of Holyrood 
house to celebrate her visit to Scotland and mark her Platinum Jubilee. This was the Queen’s second 
in-person engagement in as many days, as the article outlines how the visit carried an ever-so–
polite message to the Scots... At the British High Commissioner’s Residence in Pretoria a handful 
of RAFOC members were hospitably received at the local Armed Forces celebrations, with (minimal) 
SAAF representation, Vietnamese, Japanese, South American, West African, Ukrainian, Canadian 
and American Defence Attaches and a good smattering of veterans such as us. A special touch was 
the presence of 2 Pretoria caricaturists who did in-flight renditions of the delegates as a keepsake 
and souvenir of the occasion.... wait till you see the “likenesses” of Adams and Harrison later in this 
edition... 
 
CAPABILITY DEMONSTRATION: 

 

 
 

The RAF showcased the breadth of 
its capabilities as it hosted the annual 
air combat power visit for all UK and 
international students on the 
advanced command and staff course. 
The visit provided an opportunity for 
military leaders from around the world 
studying in the UK to see how the 
RAF delivers air power in a 
coordinated, integrated, and effective 
manner alongside international allies 
and partners.   
Representatives from the Combat Air, 
ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, 
Target Acquisition,  
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and Reconnaissance), Air Mobility, Force Protection, Support Force, UK Space Command, 
Joint Helicopter Command and the Joint Force Air Component came together for demonstrations 
and discussion of capabilities and operations. 
"I firmly believe the Royal Air Force has moved from the engage end of the scale to the readiness 
to warfight scale and that has occurred since the Ukraine events started earlier this year. Beforehand 
I think it was looking at the softer end of operating, it’s now in the harder end of operating and the 
Royal Air Force has become in my view the manoeuvre force for NATO in the first few months of 
that operation. The Royal Air Force will remain global alongside our sister services. We were given 
clear orders last year and we are going to keep doing it. It might be a bit challenging at the moment 
to do that at significant pace, or mass, but for our international colleagues in the room you can rely 
on the Royal Air Force and our sister services to maintain our global footprint." Air Marshal Gerry 
Mayhew, Deputy Commander Operations (RAF News) 
 
SERVICE HONOURED: 
 

      
 

Royal Air Force personnel who took part in Operation PITTING to evacuate personnel from 
Afghanistan have today been honoured in a medal presentation ceremony. A parade that took place 
at RAF Brize Norton saw personnel from across the RAF presented with the Operational Service 
Medal for Afghanistan with the Operation PITTING clasp for their involvement in last year’s operation 
which saw more than 15,000 personnel evacuated in just over 2 weeks. Operation PITTING was the 
largest humanitarian aid operation in over 70 years, evacuating thousands of Afghans and British 
nationals from Kabul Airport as the Taliban seized control of the country. RAF personnel and aircraft 
played a pivotal role in the operation, working around the clock the RAF flew 260,000 miles, making 
some 330 flights, and at one point airlifting 1,000 people a day to safety in the United Kingdom, 
where they were welcomed at RAF Brize Norton.  The RAF also completed a record-breaking flight, 
with a passenger number of 439 onboard a C17 Globemaster. "I feel incredibly honoured to be 
presenting these medals today.  I recall watching the events unfolding from afar and have great 
admiration for the personnel from all three Services who deployed on this extremely challenging 
Operation. The work of the RAF to evacuate so many desperate people in such a short time I find 
inspirational, and I am certain everyone involved in Operation PITTING feels the utmost pride in 
what they achieved." Mr Brian Buchan, Vice Lord-Lieutenant for Oxfordshire (RAF News)  
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BRITISH ARMY CHIEF: UKRAINE IS OUR '1937 MOMENT' 
 

 

Sir Patrick's intervention is likely to put pressure on Mr Johnson to maintain the size of the Armed 
Forces after plans were announced to reduce troop numbers in a move to a more modern military. 
In a separate speech today, Ben Wallace, the Defence Secretary, called for increased investment.
It came as a missile strike on a crowded shopping centre in the central city of Kremenchuk killed at 
least 10 civilians and wounded dozens more. Volodymyr Zelensky, the Ukrainian president, said 
there were about 1,000 people inside the building, describing it as one of the most daring terrorist 
attacks in European history. The leaders of the G7 last night branded the attack "abominable" as 
they vowed to hold Vladimir Putin accountable for the war crime. (Telegraph)  

SAFER SKIES: 
 

There have been 152 accidents involving fixed-wing commercial aircraft worldwide between 2012 
and 2021. This is more than a 50% drop compared to the 384 crashes between 2002 and 2011.                                                                                                                    
Three Boeing aircraft and a single Airbus crashed in 2019, including the Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 
737 MAX 8 which crashed shortly after take-off, killing 157 people aboard. That was the second 
MAX accident in less than five months, following the Lion Air crash in Indonesia that occurred on 
October 29th, 2018.  Two years later, a single Airbus A320 operated by Pakistan International 
Airlines crashed in May of 2020 in Karachi killed 98 people. All accident aircraft were noted with 
system and human-interface issues. When manufacturers develop aircraft, they are required to 
perform a myriad of hazard assessments including system safety assessments, to identify and 
evaluate risks. These model-driven analyses go beyond obvious concerns, such as the ramifications 
if a component or system fails and evaluates how human interaction might affect various failure 
scenarios. As the Boeing 737 MAX certification demonstrated, wrong assumptions can be 
catastrophic. In recent years, the FAA has renewed its call for manufacturers and repair stations to 
have safety management systems (SMS) that may flag risks “that current safety processes might 
not effectively mitigate.” The agency is also working on an SMS mandate that would apply to 
manufacturers and certified maintenance providers and expects to have a draft out this year. 
 
REACH FOR THE SKY: 
 

Consumer prices in South Africa are skyrocketing due to a perfect storm of Covid restrictions, the 
Ukraine war, logistics issues and a Chinese economic slowdown. And data from Statistics South 
Africa (Stats SA) shows that annual consumer price inflation (CPI) reached 6.5% in May. The figure 
is a 0.7% increase from the 5.9% in April and March. Stats SA said the increase breaks through the 
upper limit of the South African Reserve Bank’s monetary policy target range. This is the highest 
reading since January 2017 when the rate was 6.6%, it said. 

The head of the Army today says the UK must 
be ready for war with Russia. Four months on 
from Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, 
General Sir Patrick Sanders compared the 
assault to the rise of Nazi Germany. He said 
that Britain is facing its "1937 moment" and 
must be ready to "fight and win" to ward off the 
threat from Russia. In his first public speech 
as Chief of the General Staff (CGS) since his 
appointment this month, Sir Patrick said the 
UK must be prepared to "act rapidly" to 
contain Russian expansionism. NATO last 
night pledged to massively increase its forces 
available on high alert to more than 300,000 
troops, a more-than seven-fold increase. 
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The impact of fuel prices - the agency said transport and food and non-alcoholic beverages 
(NAB) accounted for just over half of the annual rate, with sharp price increases recorded in both 
categories. “Fuel, in particular, continues to be a major contributor. If the impact of fuel is removed 
from the CPI reading in May, the headline rate falls to 5.1% from 6.5%. “Diesel prices jumped by 
8.1% between April and May, taking the annual rate to over 45%. The average price of a litre of 
diesel in May 2021 was R16.20 – meaning it cost R729 to fill a 45-litre tank. Twelve months later, 
with the average price at R23.67 per litre, filling the same tank cost R1,065,” it said. Petrol prices 
moderated between April and May, edging lower by 0.7%. Despite this decline, petrol is almost 27% 
more expensive than it was in May 2021, StatsSA said. Cooking oil prices continue to soar during 
this period, prices for food and NAB jumped by 2.1% between April and May, representing the largest 
monthly increase since February 2016 when the monthly rise was also 2.1%. At that time, the country 
was experiencing a severe drought. “The oils and fats product group continues to witness sustained 
levels of high inflation. The annual rate was 26.9% in May, representing the 17th month that the rate 
has been above 10% (since December 2020). Prices jumped by 10.1% between April and May, 
representing the first time since 1997 that the monthly rate was above 10%. (BusinessTech) 
 
GAUTRAIN: BIG SUCCESS AND COLOSSAL FAILURE: 
 

 
 

“In April I wrote an article in the Daily Friend saying how wonderful I found Gautrain. I don’t retract a 
word I wrote. In June Ivo Vegter wrote a piece condemning it as a ‘colossal failure’. I agree with his 
every word. This paradox illustrates some of the huge problems, economic, social and ethical, in 
planning and running public transport. My piece was personal, based on what I had seen and 
experienced of Gautrain. I live in Cape Town but visit Gauteng frequently; Gautrain has enormously 
improved my visits. I love travelling on Gautrain and I marvel at it. I did not believe that South Africa 
could produce a train service as swift, punctual, reliable, comfortable, clean and safe as Gautrain 
has proved to be. I have visited Japan and travelled on her trains, which are miracles of punctuality, 
but Gautrain is a match for anything I saw there. Ivo Vegter describes Gautrain as an economic 
failure, which has not paid its way. I confessed that I knew nothing about its costs and income, but I 
am sure Vegter is right, and it is a very serious point. He writes, ‘It always catered largely to the rich, 
while ignoring the ‘apartheid spatial planning’…’ and ‘not a single route takes the Gautrain to the 
working masses, who mostly live in the outlying townships of Johannesburg and Pretoria.’ Perfectly 
true. He says that it was designed to serve the rich but that the very rich don’t use it. They ‘almost 
all prefer their luxury imported automobiles’. Also perfectly true”. (Article by Andrew Kenny: full version at 
https://dailyfriend.co.za/2022/06/26/gautrain-a-great-success-a-dismal-failure/) 
 
UNWANTED GUEST WORKERS? 
 

The future remains uncertain for tens of thousands of Zimbabweans whose exemption permits 
expire at the end of the year. The government has discontinued the Zimbabwe Exemption Permit 
(ZEP), which was introduced several years ago to regularise the status of Zimbabwean nationals 
who had migrated to South Africa after fleeing the neighbouring country's political and economic 
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collapse in 2008. ZEP holders have until the end of the year to migrate to other permits, but some 
fear that the grace period is not enough time to apply for new documentation allowing them to remain 
in the country. If they are not granted alternative permits to stay in SA, nearly 180 000 ZEP holders 
are at risk of losing their jobs, getting their bank accounts closed and being deported. As highlighted 
in News24's special feature project, “Unwelcomed Neighbours”, the permit saga could leave 
thousands of families out in the cold. "The decision to revoke the permit affects all types of people 
from across the social spectrum. It impacts teachers, truck drivers and doctors. It will separate 
families and leave others stranded without cars or access to banking," said News24's political editor, 
Qaanitah Hunter, who edited the project. Not least it will be a body blow to many restaurants in SA... 
 
MEMBERS NEWS: 
 

A number of members, especially in far places, have sent greetings to the Club...Rob and Sandy 
Tannahill in Hermanus, J-M Girard in Mauritius, Geoff and Sal Quick in Tanzania, Bruce Prescott in 
Howick, Dirk Ackerman (sometimes in George) who says “I’m still recovering from surgery and my 
mobility is somewhat compromised, I will not be able to attend lunch on the 1st July Please pass on 
my best wishes to all attendees. Regards, Dirk Ackerman” and Derrick Page from Cape Town who 
is now on the right side of a course of cancer treatment – good news! 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

The fresh threat of Eskom loadshedding this week was well and truly realised as the wildcat strikes 
and intimidation continue – along with the general chronic chaos and crisis… Our next lunch to 
brighten the gloomy and cold outlook will be a Ladies Lunch at the Wanderers on the Terrace (same 
place as we held the Annual Dinner – and they have generators!)) 12:30 for 13:00 on Friday 1 July 
2022. We have set the menu for the July lunch as a Butternut Soup starter, Chicken fillet with chips 
and peas with side condiments of Peri-Peri and Lemon Butter on the table, so you can choose spicy 
or citrusy. Dessert will be Bar-One chocolate cake with ice cream. As normal, limited wine will be 
available on the table. Looking forward to seeing the 39 bookings we have had, with your Ladies, 
on the First Friday in July. And so... as Winter cold continues, enjoy the crisp weather, keep warm... 
and enjoy this edition of Ramblings with a couple of extra stories… 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

Now we know that all the cases are lowest,  
Because we have heard from he who knowest, 
The facts are there, 
Just look if you dare, 
Thanks Jeff, now don’t think that you’re the soloist. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 

“Think not those faithful who praise all thy words and actions; but those who kindly reprove thy 
faults.” ― Socrates 
 

Getting old is weird because you’re still that same enthusiastic kid, trapped in a s**t show of a body... 
 

Just found out that the company making yardsticks won’t be making them any longer!!! 
Don’t be worried about your smartphone and TV spying on you. Your vacuum cleaner has been 
gathering your dirt for years... 
 

Twenty-eight years married, and my missus still gets p**sed off when I use her toothbrush. So if 
anyone knows a better way of cleaning your golf club grooves, please let me know? 
 

You can tell fuel prices are high when the guy in the GTi isn’t revving his engine in the Spar parking 
place like its mating season...  
 
Ek wil so graag ‘n Eskom grappie vertel maar ek het nie krag nie...                             
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WHAT HAPPENS IF? 
 

The demise of Comair has again raised the issue of passenger refunds on tickets where flights never 
flew. If you paid by credit card, your card issuing bank will generally refund you, if you paid by other 
methods you’re in the hands of the liquidators. Good Luck! 
The issue was raised during Covid and generated this article in the Financial Times: “Many of the 
world’s grounded airlines are receiving lavish government funding. The French and Dutch 
governments are giving Air France-KLM about €10bn. Dubai is injecting new equity into Emirates. 
The US is providing its airlines with $25bn of support. But there is another group that has been even 
more generous. It includes me, possibly you and millions of others who paid for flights that were then 
cancelled because of Covid-19 and who are now struggling to get refunds. Together, we have made 
an involuntary, no-interest, unsecured loan to the world’s airlines. How much have we lent? 
Alexandre de Juniac, director-general of the International Air Transport Association, says we have 
paid $35bn for flights that cannot now take place. The law is clear. We are entitled to our money. If 
our flight was meant to start or end in the EU, the UK, Switzerland, Iceland or Norway we are owed 
a refund. The US Department of Transportation says, too, that if your flight is cancelled, you are 
entitled to get your money back, even for tickets that were sold on the basis that they were not 
refundable. In the US and the UK, consumers and lawyers have launched or are thinking of starting 
legal action to recover their money. Yet worldwide, many airlines are doing everything they can to 
avoid shelling out. A common tactic is to push passengers to accept vouchers instead of cash. In 
the UK, Rory Boland, editor of Which? Travel, the consumer journal, credits EasyJet and Jet2 with 
helping customers with refunds, but he points to Ryanair and British Airways as trying to slip out of 
their obligations. BA allows customers to claim a voucher online but makes them phone to claim a 
refund. Boland said Which? had received complaints from customers unable to get through to BA 
on the phone. An FT reader emailed me that he had been trying for nearly two weeks.                                                                                              
Then there are airlines that make refunds look easy but hang on to the money. Before the crisis, I 
had booked a Singapore Airlines return ticket to Australia. When the flight was cancelled, I went on 
to the Singapore website, swiftly located the refund button and provided my details. Three weeks 
later I phoned the airline’s call centre to ask how my refund was getting on. I had no trouble getting 
through to a polite customer service person who confirmed that my request was being processed. 
When would I get my money? He couldn’t say. Weeks, months, years? Sorry, can’t tell you. There’s 
a good reason for the airlines’ recalcitrance, of course. Many are on the verge of bankruptcy. De 
Juniac said they employed 2.7m people directly. A further 65.5m worked in the aviation value chain 
and many are losing their jobs. Airlines need to conserve their cash. But customers have cash needs 
too. So do businesses whose staff were booked to fly. That airlines might go bust adds to the 
consumer worry. If they do, what are those vouchers worth? And if you were waiting for a cash 
refund, what are your chances of getting it? The European Commission last week suggested airlines 
make vouchers more attractive. They should consider offering vouchers worth more than the refund. 
Passengers should be allowed to transfer their vouchers to someone else. Vouchers should be valid 
for at least 12 months and, if unused at the end of that time, should be automatically redeemable for 
cash. Governments or the private sector should set up a scheme to guarantee the voucher’s value 
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if the airline went out of business. The EU hasn’t performed gloriously through the coronavirus 
crisis; its members have been cantankerous and self-serving. But these are constructive proposals. 
They provide some hope that the airlines’ unwilling creditors may eventually be compensated for the 
flights they booked. ‘Worldwide, many airlines are doing everything they can to avoid shelling out 
refunds’ @Skapinker; michael.skapinker@ft.com  
 
 

Adams and Harrison – as seen through the eyes of the cartoonist – a joke you say! 
 

 
 

Bruce and Jon are the Team which assembles Ramblings and we thank them for their efforts to 
keep us all amused in these times. 
 
 


