
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 121 
29th JULY 2022 

 
GREETINGS: 
 

Another week… Snow blankets Lesotho and part of E Cape…Armed gang storms Lakeside Mall in 
Benoni… Largest interest rate hike in almost 20 years… R22 million flag project could still fly … 
Theuns du Toit expelled from Stellenbosch… Dali Mpofu treating Mkhwebane’s impeachment 
inquiry like a political campaign…. Cop acquitted of Mthokozisi Ntumba murder to sue Bheki Cele 
and NPA for malicious prosecution… JSC recommends Hlope’s suspension to President… NPA 
applies for Gupta extradition… Institute of Race Relations (IRR) has applied to serve as amicus 
curiae in the Zuma medical pardon case… Gordhan, (at long last) calls on Solidarity for help with 
Eskom… Thabo Mbeki says ANC “has no national plan to address the challenges of poverty, 
unemployment, inequality”… ANC Policy Conference – Ramaphosa gets very cool reception when 
addressing KZN Conference… announces Eskom recovery plan – Eskomplicated…… 
BoJo hinted at a return to the political front line as he said farewell to members of Parliament with 
the phrase "Hasty la vista, baby"… Sunak the saviour… believes he “saved Britain” Penny Mordaunt 
goes for the Tory jugular… now only two contenders… Rishi’s manners need mending… Poll boost 
for Truss… Tory rivals at loggerheads over China… Rwanda refugee row… Dover traffic chaos… 
France the holiday hotspot from Hell… Russia has threatened to wage war across Ukraine if the 
West delivers long-range weapons to Kyiv… Russia fires missiles at main Black Sea port Odessa… 
Some 15 000 Russians have died in the five-month-old invasion of Ukraine… Arms makers scramble 
to defeat Putin’s hypersonic missile threat… 
And on this day in 1964, Sir Winston Churchill made his last appearance in the House of Commons… 
Sic transit gloria mundi. Monkeypox declared a global health emergency… wildfires in California… 
Elon Musk faces electrifying accusation of an affair with the wife of Google’s founder… 'Wife thinks 
I'm an idiot': ex-All Black Carlos Spencer returns to boxing ring… England's Women beat Spain in 
the first Euro 2022 quarter final... Alessi Russo’s backheel goal clinches England's Women's Euro 
2022 semi-final victory… Verstappen wins French Grand Prix as Le Clerc crashes out… SA’s 
Banyana Banyana shine - for a few dollars more… 
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FLIGHT LIEUTENANT ERNIE HOLMES DFC RAF HONOURED: 
 

  
 

Ernie Holmes volunteered to join the RAF aged only 19. He went on bombing operations over 
Germany, as a Pathfinder with 35 Squadron operating Lancasters. The Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight provided a Spitfire and Hurricane fly-past in honour of Ernie, on 20 July 2022, at a Memorial 
Service with over 200 guests and distinguished individuals in attendance: including the Air Officer 
Scotland, The Lord Lieutenant of Fife, the Dutch Military Attaché, the Provost of Perth, and Group 
Captain Montgomery RAF (Retired). During a routine flight over the Netherlands, Ernie and his crew 
were intercepted by enemy cannon fire that fatally damaged their Lancaster. The crash claimed the 
lives of 5 crewmates, yet Ernie managed to parachute out of the aircraft into a field. A memorial was 
built in 2018 to commemorate the Lancaster crash site. The Memorial Service was made extra 
special with the attendance of a Dutch family. They gave refuge to Ernie during World War II, 
after the Lancaster aircraft was shot down by enemy cannon. The father of the family, Fons Van der 
Heijden, was killed just before the village of Netersel was liberated, for harbouring Ernie and many 
other escaping airmen. One of Fons’ children, Jan, was a young man at the time, and three of his 
five children have since entered service. In January 1945, Ernie alongside thousands of prisoners 
trapped in Stalag Luft III, attempted to flee to Western Europe. They were successful, despite the 
horrific conditions, little food or drink, and inadequate equipment; with their journey being made 
infamous in the Hollywood film, ‘The Great Escape.’ Coinciding with RAF Lossiemouth’s Friends 
and Families Day celebrations, performances by the Falcons and Typhoon Display Teams also 
honoured the day. To celebrate Ernie’s 100th birthday anniversary in 2021, representatives of 
the Netherlands Defence Force presented him with a Dutch Liberators medal. The RAF 
Leuchars headquarters of the East of Scotland University Air Squadrons was also renamed ‘The 
Holmes Building’ after him. Two weeks later, Ernie sadly passed away and donated his body to 
medicine. 
 
*************** 
OBITUARY: CAPTAIN LOUIS NEL: 
 

We received the sad news last week that one of our RAF veterans and senior member Louis Nel 
had passed away on 13 July after a long battle with Parkinsons. Louis was born in Pretoria in 1936 
and joined the RAF in April 1955 as an Officer Cadet on 72 Course at RAF College Cranwell. After 
Basic Flying School on the Percival Provost TMk1, and Advanced Flying School on the Vampire T 
11, FB5 and FB9, he got his “Wings” in 1958. His OCU was on 213 Sqn, 2TAF (Tactical Air Force) 
at Bruggen in Germany, flying the Canberra B6. In 1961 he was detached to the Persian Gulf as 
part of the RAF force tasked to protect Kuwait from a threatened Iraqi attack. He was posted back 
to 83 Sqn Bomber Command at RAF Scampton, converting on to the Vulcan B2 as part of the V 
Force QRA, at that time Britain’s nuclear defence, just in time for the Cuban missile crisis which 
brought the world to the brink of nuclear war. There he served for 5 years until 1966, when he was 
posted to 2 FTS (Flying Training School) at RAF Leeming after Instructor’s Course at CFS, RAF 
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Little Rissington, serving as an instructor on the Jet Provost for the last 3 years of his service. He 
then joined SAA in 1970 as a First Officer and in due course gained his Captaincy. He served on Air 
Mauritius from 1992-96 and Air Namibia from 1996-99, flying progressively the Boeing 707, Boeing 
727, Boeing 737 and Boeing 747 200 and SP and logging 15 895 flying hours in the process. For 
many years Louis and Selina were “regulars” at our lunches and functions, until health issues 
intervened, and we always enjoyed their company, as Lou enjoyed the Air Force and aviation chatter.  
We have had several Vulcan aircrew amongst our number, but with the passage of the years Lou 
was the only remaining survivor, apart from Ernie Todd, now resident in UK. And of course he was 
one of the distinguished group of SAA retired Senior Captains we are privileged to have as members 
of the Club. On behalf of the Club, we have offered the family our heartfelt condolences on his 
passing. We salute his memory, and we will remember him! 
 
************** 
 
601 SQUADRON NEW STANDARD: 
 

 
 

The Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston KCB CBE ADC presented a new 
standard to 601 (County of London) Squadron, Royal Auxiliary Air Force, at RAF Museum Hendon.                                                                                                              
601 Sqn Royal Auxiliary Air Force has a long and distinguished history as a flying squadron, being 
involved in the Battle of Britain. It was reformed four years ago to support the Service’s engagement 
strategy. Squadron members work in various industries and bring their professional experience and 
background to enhance this role. The Squadron’s success lies in its cognitive diversity and its ability 
to deliver its three core principles of advice, access and advocacy. In the approach to the Royal 
Auxiliary Air Force’s centenary, nine new Squadron Standards will be presented to squadrons across 
the Service to honour the commitment, resilience and contributions of their auxiliary members. 
 
SOUTH AFRICANS CONQUER K2: 
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Well wishes and congratulations are pouring in from all over the continent for the two South Africans 
who’ve made history by climbing all the way to the top of K2. Warren Eva and John Black summitted 
the world’s second highest peak in the early hours of the morning of 22 July – after spending weeks 
acclimatising to the brutal conditions on “Savage Mountain”. Temperatures of -60 degrees and winds 
gusting to 100 KPH were encountered. Only 377 people have previously summitted, largely due to 
the extreme conditions.  (We hope to have them talk to the Club at a future date) 
 
SLINGS TO OSHKOSH: 
 

 
 

Three High-Wing Slings are on their way to OSHKOSH.  They arrived safely on Cape Verde Islands 
and after the long leg over the Atlantic to Barbados, flew via the Bahamas to Florida and are due to 
arrive at Oshkosh on Thursday 28th July ETA 10h30 local. James Pitman reported from Cabo Verde 
before the Atlantic crossing: “The high wings are flying incredibly well. Standard (“A”) tanks are 99 
litres per wing. “Standard” long-range (“B”) tanks are another 25 litres per wing. A transfer pump 
pumps from B’s to A’s in flight. Then for the trip, we’ve put another two, inter-connected 160 litre “C” 
tanks into the rear of each of the planes. So that’s 568 litres overall. With two pilots, clothes, 
emergency equipment, food and drink, documentation, Matt’s wheelchair and the like, you can 
imagine that the aeroplanes are pretty heavy. But they fly fine, and the Garmin autopilots are 
incredible. Ordinarily, a Sling High Wing flies at about 142 KTAS burning 29 lph. Heavy like this, they 
initially fly at 126 to 128 KTAS, burning 33 lph. Later in the leg, they fly using 30 lph at more than 
140 KTAS. Flight endurance, flying cautiously, is therefore just about 18 hours, which gives a no-
wind range of, conservatively, 2,250 nm. It’s 2,100 nm from Praia to Barbados and the wind reliably 
howls from east to west, so it’s not an at all unreasonable proposition.” From Bowman field, 
Louisville, Kentucky, James reported yesterday: “Bowman Field is also the oldest continuously 
operated airfield in the USA and has a special place in my heart because it was my and Mike’s last 
stop before Oshkosh in our 2009 around-the-world flight in our production prototype Sling 2. We 
were met on the tarmac by Sling High Wing customer number 98 and his son, who saw us fly past 
his front garden. He said to his wife, “Hey man – there’s the aeroplane I’m buying – they’re obviously 
going to land at the Bowman Field – I’m off to have a look.” What a small world!                                                                                                               
And so, another chapter is added to the already impressive record of Sling adventures… Well done 
those men and lady! While the aircraft have performed magnificently, there have been a number of 
hurdles around fuel, then with weather in the Caribbean and then with Visas and validity of pilot 
licenses in the USA! Read the full story of this epic flight on the website: 
https://blog.slingaircraft.com/news/leg-6-7-nassau-bahamas-to-kentucky-usa-2022/ 
 
 
 
 



 5
CSAAF SPEAKS: 
 

 
 

Current SA Air Force (SAAF) Chief, Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo's stated intent for the 
year is to "Free the Eagle" a reference to the fish eagle which graces the official SAAF badge. The 
three-star expounded on where he sees the airborne service of the national defence force going 
under his command during an interview with journalists from Ad Astra - the official SAAF publication. 
His thinking, reported on SA National Defence Force (SANDF) social media, covers combat 
readiness, financial constraints, the importance of training and the importance of trust between 
leadership and the ranks. Captain Tebogo August writes combat readiness across all capabilities - 
presumably referring to fighter aircraft, helicopters, air lift and general air transport - is a priority for 
Mbambo. This will be "achieved by benchmarking with air forces in the SA Development Community 
(SADC) and elsewhere in the international community." Mbambo reportedly wants SAAF personnel 
to "develop a mind-set that protects state resources." "In as much as members take care of home 
budgets and care for their households, they must extend the same positive attitude to state 
resources at the workplace because such resources must be spared for the coming generations. In 
high trust environments, people show up and do their best work, they gain productive energy, 
creativity, speed and better results. They align around a common purpose, take calculated risks, 
support each other and communicate openly and honestly," Mbambo is reported as saying in an 
interview. (via Pilots’ Post) 
 
THREATS TO PEACE: 
 

A meeting of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Ministerial Committee of the 
Organ (MCO) on Politics, Defence and Security Co-operation in Pretoria this week adopted a 
number of strategic decisions and actions aimed at mitigating emerging threats to peace, security 
and stability in the SADC region, according to a communique. There are at least four threats to 
peace and security in its area of the continent. They are (in no particular order) organised transnational 
crime, terrorist threats and threats to critical infrastructure. The MCO urged all 16 member countries 
of the regional bloc to implement the SADC integrated strategy to prevent and combat transnational 
organised crime in the region and its action plan. In this regard, the MCO approved establishment 
of a regional task force to co-ordinate implementation of the strategy. On terrorism, the MCO 
endorsed the revised regional counter-terrorism strategy and its plan of action for 2021-2025 urging 
member states to expedite development of national counter-terrorism strategies, recognising that 
preventing and combatting terrorism is key to national and regional peace and security. The MCO 
noted critical infrastructure is subject to theft and vandalism and must be protected. In this regard 
those at the Pretoria meeting urged member states to “to collaborate and co-ordinate joint and 
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simultaneous operations aimed at apprehending and disrupting activities of syndicates and 
individuals responsible for theft and vandalism of electricity and water infrastructure.” (Does this mean 
action on Eskom saboteurs and cable thieves??) (defenceWeb) 
 
THE WAGNER GROUP: 
 

Speaking of threats to regional peace and stability… "The Russian paramilitary outfit, the Wagner 
Group, has emerged as a destabilising force in many democracies across the world, but a majority 
of them are found in Africa. The group's most notable footprint as yet is in Mali, where, in late March 
this year, it was allegedly linked to the execution of an estimated 300 civilian men in the rural town 
of Moura. It worked in tandem with forces loyal to the government." Since then, the Wagner Group, 
whose operations are understood to be at the behest of powerful men aligned with the state of 
Russia, has become a common feature at the United Nations Security Council's briefings. In Mali, 
the group took advantage of the departure of French forces, and this has greatly compromised the 
UN peacekeeping initiative in the Sahel region. Speaking during a webinar entitled "Examining the 
Realities of Russian Activities and Influence in Africa and Its Effects on the Continent", Candace 
Rondeaux, the director of Future Frontlines at the think-tank New America, said that the Wagner 
Group's machinations last month had resulted in a diplomatic tiff among the five permanent members 
of the Security Council. She said: “In June, the situation became so acute that it sparked tensions 
between the five permanent members of the Security Council - Russia, China, France, Britain and 
the US - over the future of the UN peacekeeping mission to Mali and very nearly derailed the UN’s 
largest effort to stabilise the Sahel region of Africa.” She also said the continued operations of the 
Wagner Group in Mali had similar traits to their past operations in other parts of the continent. 
“Everywhere they go, Russian soldiers of fortune are trailed by allegations of horrific atrocities. In 
Sudan, Russian-backed mercenaries involved in illicit profiteering from gold mining have 
complicated efforts to broker the transition to a stable civilian-led democratic governance.”  
 
OUT OF MOTHBALLS: 
 

Cathay Pacific is in the process of reactivating more than 100 aircraft it had placed in storage in the 
Australian desert during the pandemic. The airline stored 70% of its aircraft during the pandemic in 
Alice Springs. Travel restrictions have gradually been reduced in Hong Kong, with the airline 
planning to return to 25% of pre-pandemic passenger capacity levels by December 2022.  Glad to 
know that the situation is improving but hoping that the trend continues. And it is not only Cathay 
Pacific bringing planes back into service from storage. (Sent in by Bruce Prescott) 
 

                             
 
MEMBERS NEWS: 
 

Geoff Quick writes from Tanzania:  Having read the latest Ramblings, including the RAF family item 
I am reminded of my father's remarks years ago. Both my parents were RAF NCOs, Dad being a  
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"Brat" said at the time "Well I knew you weren't up to being Halton material, so I settled for you going 
to Cranwell as a second best! Cheers, Geoff 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

Some relief from Eskom loadshedding, but sabotage and theft continues to dog the organisation 
grimly, as at Tutuka Power Station… 
A number of our members and others from EAA SA are at Oshkosh enjoying the “total immersion” 
aviation experience. 
The days are getting steadily longer but there’s still some cold ahead…  
Our next lunch to brighten the gloomy and cold outlook will be a Members Lunch at the Wanderers 
in the Cigar Bar on Friday 5th August 12h30 for 13h00... As normal, limited wine will be available on 
the table. Price remains R250 per head and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank 
- Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Please note that we are committed to pay 
for the number of meals booked. Look forward to seeing as many as possible... 
And so... as Winter cold and dark continues, the days are getting longer - enjoy the crisp weather, 
keep warm... and enjoy this edition of Ramblings... and the pieces on “Three Cheers for the Man on 
the Ground” and “The Problem with Master Plans” at the end... 
 
TAILPECE: 
 

So, Jeff’s off to Oshkosh again, 
And we certainly hope it won’t rain, 
Each time that he's been 
He returns quite serene, 
With more newly acquired knowledge arcane. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 

Did You know? An antelope can jump higher than a house. That is due to its powerful hind legs… 
and the fact that a house cannot jump at all. 
 

Three Cheers for The Man on The Ground  
In honour of the often-unsung groundcrew may I share this poem written by a young airman called 
Eric Sykes. For younger members or those not familiar with British culture Eric was a famous comedy 
entertainer much loved by the public. (Sent in by John Houghton) 
 
"Three Cheers for The Man on The Ground" 
Wherever you walk, you hear people talk 
Of the men that go up in the air 
Of the dare-devil way, they go into the fray 
Facing death without turning a hair 
 
They'll raise a cheer and buy lots of beer 
For a pilot who's home on leave 
But they don't give a jigger 
For a Flight Mech or rigger 
With nothing but 'props' on his sleeve 
They just say 'nice day' and then turn away 
With never a mention of praise 
And the poor bloody erk who does all the work 
Just orders his own beer and pays 
They've never been told of the hours in the cold 
That he spends sealing Germany's fate 
How he works on a kite, till all hours of night 
And then turns up the next morning at eight 
He gets no rake-off for working till take-off 
Or helping the aircrew prepare 
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But whenever there's trouble, 
it's 'quick at the double' 
The man on the ground must be there 
Each flying crew could tell it to you 
They know what this man's really worth 
They know he's part of the RAF's heart 
Even though he stays close to the earth 
He doesn't want glory, but please tell his story 
Spread a little of his fame around 
He's one of the 'Few', so give him his due 
Three cheers for the man on the ground 
Eric Sykes, 1942 
(He was an LAC Air Wireless Mechanic at the time) 
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THE PROBLEM WITH MASTER PLANS… 
 

The government loves its industry Master Plans. So do industries, because who doesn’t like juicy 
incentives? So why is the local motor manufacturing industry facing extinction? Why have so many 
otherwise viable businesses been wrecked in recent years? Ivo Vegter gives us some interesting 
insight: The automotive industry is often hailed as a beacon of successful government intervention. 
The Motor Industry Development Programme of 1995, the Automotive Production and Development 
Program (APDP) of 2013, and more recently Masterplan for the Auto Industry (SAAMP) lay out lofty 
goals and targets for the industry. For 27 years, they have offered automotive component, assembly 
and manufacturing companies liberal subsidies, tax breaks and tariff protection in order to achieve 
them. As a result, the industry contributes 4,3% to GDP, of which 2.4% is manufacturing, and 1.9% 
is retail. It accounts for 17.3% of South Africa’s manufacturing output. The export of vehicles and 
automotive components to 152 international markets reached a record R207.5 billion in 2021, 
representing 12.5% of South Africa’s total exports. The industry employs 110 000 people and claims 
to be responsible for 457 000 indirect jobs. All this smells like success, and the industry trumpets 
these numbers widely. So much so, that the communist-run Department of anti-Trade, anti-Industry 
and anti-Competition (DTIC) developed a range of industrial Master Plans; one each for the forestry 
sector, the poultry sector, the retail, clothing, textiles, footwear and leather sector, the sugar sector, 
the steel and metal fabrication sector, and the furniture sector. All of them will be given gilt-edged 
insights from clever communists like Rob Davies and Ebrahim Patel, that wouldn’t occur to the 
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average businessperson, such as raising production, improving competitiveness and 
innovating. They will also be burdened with obligations, such as increasing local content, preferring 
the employment of particular race groups, and raising spending on training, research and 
development. In return, they will be given tariff protection from imports, and lavish subsidies to 
‘support’ and ‘enable’ their businesses. All this support, of course, comes at a cost. Not to the 
industry concerned, but to South African consumers. In the case of the automotive industry, the dark 
side of the government’s vehicle manufacturing master planning is that South Africans are taxed, in 
addition to value-added tax of 15% and carbon tax up to 6%, as much as 30% of the sales price of 
any new vehicle. Imported vehicles and components are also subject to a hefty tax charge. This has 
the perverse effect that rich Europeans can buy South African-built cars for significantly less than 
South Africans can buy them. After all, there they have to be price competitive. Here, they are 
protected from competitive pricing. That poor South Africans are subsidising rich Europeans is, one 
assumes, just how communists roll, especially when there are lucrative taxes to be collected to fund 
the government bigwigs’ own luxury cars. 
‘Facing extinction.’ Yet if all this communist master planning worked so well, why is the automotive 
industry facing extinction? What was once simply called the National Association of Automotive 
Manufacturers of South Africa (NAAMSA), has, in a fit of 1990s originality, been rebranded to the 
rather pretentious ‘NAAMSA’ ‘The Automotive Business Council’. Mikel Mabasa, its CEO, penned 
an overwrought appeal complaining that the government isn’t moving fast enough to ‘enable’ the 
South African motor industry to remain competitive, particularly as major export markets signal their 
intention to transition from internal combustion engines to electric or hydrogen vehicles. He claims 
there aren’t enough bureaucrats and paper-pushers, nor are there enough resources, ‘to develop 
policies to build a new industry’.  
He’s quite right, of course. Not only has the Auto Green Paper on the Advancement of New Energy 
Vehicles in South Africa been gathering dust somewhere in Patel’s assistant’s office, but 
overweening coddling by the state has made the local automotive industry entirely unable to stand 
on its own feet or do anything independently, like the rest of us must do in the adult world. It’s acting 
like a 27-year-old living with his parents complaining that daddy won’t tell him how to do his job.           
The local motor industry is incapable of improving its productivity without ‘incentives’ to do so. It is 
incapable of developing new energy vehicles without the right subsidies. It is incapable of making 
risky investments in retooling factories without the government forcing competitors to make similar 
investments. 
The SAAMP has as one of its goals: ‘The South African automotive industry will be globally 
competitive (relative to leading international automotive producers) by 2035.’ That isn’t a goal. It’s 
an admission. After 27 years of taxpayer-funded support and subsidies and tariff protection and 
incentives and central planning, the South African automotive industry is still not globally 
competitive, and won’t be for at least another 13 years, when the support programmes will have 
been in operation for four decades. 
Given that it openly admits to being incapable of changing to meet market demand without the state 
holding its hand, I’ll eat my hat if it actually does become globally competitive, independent of 
extensive taxpayer support, by 2035. 
When then-minister Rob Davies introduced the SAAMP, he not only took it upon the government to 
plan everything that companies ought to be planning for themselves – such as developing markets 
and increasing production – but also said that ‘the intention is to moderate the excessive and 
distorted liberalisation of the South African automotive market’. The very market forces that could 
actually make the industry competitive, both among local manufacturers and against foreign rivals, 
our central planners view as ‘excessive and distorted’. 
Of course, NAAMSA and its counterparts in the components and tyre industries all welcome the 
SAAMP. After all, being protected from ‘excessive and distorted liberalisation’ means being 
protected from competition. Protecting the profitability of government-approved big businesses from 
upstart competition is one of the primary functions of the DTIC. The whole sordid story, however, of 
an industry lavishly propped up by taxpayers now being incapable of meeting changing demand 
without further government assistance, shows what a stultifying effect central planning has on an 
industry. All industries that become subject to Master Plans will have a generously padded legislative 
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and regulatory scaffolding erected around them that constrain them to deliver the plans and 
visions of communist bureaucrats, and render them unable to change, grow, adapt or innovate 
outside the cushy embrace of that structure. These industries will become as inefficient as the South 
African automotive industry, which cannot even copy innovators like Elon Musk without elaborate 
government assistance, let alone innovate to make better products on their own. 
It should be up to individual companies to choose how to respond to changes in technology or swings 
in market demand. It should be up to individual companies to strategise for growth and new markets. 
It should be up to start-ups to innovate and drive industries in new directions. We should not tolerate 
incumbent businesses colluding together to raise prices and keep out competition. There should be 
no central planners in government to subsidise that collusion with the hard-earned income of long-
suffering taxpayers. If South African companies cannot stand on their own feet without government 
support, they will never become globally competitive. And if they cannot be globally competitive, 
they don’t deserve to survive. It would make all South Africans better off if the inefficient companies 
died, the capital invested in them was redirected to more productive ventures, and the price premium 
paid for their products was spent elsewhere in the economy. This would make room for more capable 
and nimble companies to arise and thrive, and for more productive ventures to be established. It 
would leave consumers more prosperous, too. Making subsidised luxury cars for rich foreigners, 
only to be ‘facing extinction’ when those foreigners change their tastes, is not ‘success’. 
It is perverse, regressive, and emblematic of the communist central planning envisaged by the 
ANC’s National Democratic Revolution. (Ivo Vegter in Daily Maverick) 
 


