
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 126 
2nd SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
GREETINGS: 
 

Another week in “the best of times , the worst of times”... Action SA takes on PRASA... Brian Molefe 
and Anoj Singh went loco – now appearing in Court dejected and nervous, charged and now out on 
R50K bail each... Government plans three way attack on your right to own properties... SA Child 
grant system crashes due poor backup and maintenance... Tale of two billionaires: Michiel le Roux 
bankrolled the DA to the tune of R15 million, and Patrice Motsepe pumped R10 million into bankrupt 
ANC... President parries Phala Phala probe in Parliament… Walmart SA delisting... withdrawing 
from Massmart “Vietnam” in SA?... Tete machance, Tete ma R250K plus... Comrades back with a 
bit of Covid damage... “Pay back the money” - VBS Bank gets order to force former president Jacob 
Zuma to pay back money spent on Nkandla – or lose it... Ranting Ramathuba - Dishonourable 
ministers and MECs “Snatching away Mandela’s gift of health”... “return of medical apartheid” -  
immigrants are not the problem... 10 million Pfizer vaccines likely to expire and be destroyed by the 
Department of Health in October 2022... Oscar Pistorius heads to court to force parole hearing... No 
GP for SA in 2023... Springboks? - the less said the better... ask Nigel Owens... 
Ex-President Gorbachev dies aged 91 in Russia – Nobel Prizewinner and sponsor of Glastnost and 
Perestroika which brought down the Berlin Wall and ushered in freedom for millions... King Canute 
Putin still trying to turn back the tide... Russian nuclear blackmail over Zaporizhzia... Welinskiy 
advises Russian troops to flee in face of Ukrainian counter-offensive... France's record heat and 
drought puts squeeze on famous French Alps cheese... devastating epic monsoon floods in 
Pakistan... 33 million estimated displaced and homeless in national disaster... Trump’s home 
searched (not raided) by Feds... law banning guns in NY Times Square comes into effect... Ground 
Control to Liz Truss – what planet are you on?... whose man will BoJo be in the resurrection?... 
Prince of Wales fails in Channel... Megan Markle’s “narcissitic, woke, One-star” Archetypes 
podcast... Duchess of Sussex said she only began to be treated "like a black woman" when she 
started dating Prince Harry... Megan drops William in poo... Leicester Tigers make history beating 
Saracens – Man of the match? – Jasper Wiese... 
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POINT BLANK: 
 

  
 

This exercise sees USAF, RAF and for this iteration Dutch fast jets conduct a Defensive Counter Air 
and Personnel Recovery exercise.  The overall aim of the exercise is to increase proficiency in joint 
mission planning and tactical integration. The RAF photographers captured imagery of the USAF F-
15E’s and F-35A’s of the 48th Fighter Wing, based at RAF Lakenheath as they prepared to fly flew 
alongside the Royal Netherlands Air Force F-35A’s and RAF F-35B’s and Typhoons over the North 
Sea. Ex Point Blank is a recurring, low-cost exercise initiative run by the USAF that is designed to 
increase the tactical proficiency of the USAF and RAF together with NATO forces. “Multilateral 
exercises like this increase inter-operability and collective readiness, deter potential adversaries and 
ensure the skies within the European theatre remain sovereign”. (USAF Spokesperson, RAF News) 
 
WOODY WILLIAMS WANDERS IN... 
 

 
The United States Navy’s Lewis B Puller-class expeditionary sea base USS Hershel “Woody” Williams has arrived in 
Cape Town for a scheduled port visit. 
 

The US Navy reports the vessel arriving on 29 August. During the port visit, the crew is slated to 
resupply fuel and “promote maritime security through a persistent presence in African waters in close 
cooperation with African partners.” “Our frequent stops in South Africa showcase our dedication to 
our South African counterparts as we work on issues of mutual interest and maritime security within 
the region,” said Captain Chad Graham, commanding officer of Hershel “Woody” Williams. “We look 
forward to continuing to build upon the already great relationship between the United States and 

Royal Air Force photographers have 
deployed to RAF Lakenheath to join their 
United States Air Force colleagues in a 
photographic training activity to share best 
practice, during the quarterly Exercise 
Point Blank 
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South Africa.” This visit builds on Hershel “Woody” Williams’ recent circumnavigation of the 
African continent. In September 2021, Williams visited Cape Town and participated in engagement 
opportunities with South African government and military leaders, to include Women, Peace, and 
Security (WPS) discussions, ship tours, medical exchanges, and musical performances. In October 
2021, the ship also became the first expeditionary sea base to complete a voyage repair availability 
in South Africa. “The United States sees very clearly the range of interests and values we share with 
South Africa and the South African National Defence Force (SANDF),” told US Consul General in 
Cape Town Todd Haskell. “This includes commitment to the rule of law, countering trafficking, 
addressing shared security threats, and ensuring free and open transit and trade, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacific.” Following the port visit, Hershel “Woody” Williams will continue its scheduled 
deployment within the Naval Forces Europe-Africa area of operations. (Defence Web) 
  
HMS PRINCE OF WALES: 
 

 
 

The new Flagship could miss 'landmark mission' with fighter jets and drones as Royal Navy 
scrambles to fix propeller fault. F-35B Lightning jets and Banshee drones were expected to operate 
off the deck of HMS Prince of Wales on its upcoming training mission - but those plans could be 
seriously disrupted or delayed. The £3bn HMS Prince of Wales aircraft carrier left Portsmouth on 
Saturday but a "mechanical fault was discovered with the starboard shaft", said Rear Admiral Steve 
Moorhouse. Its journey to the US had barely got going before the ship was forced to crawl back to 
Hampshire, accompanied by tugs, from a position off the Isle of Wight. Divers will be able to use a 
sheltered bay, believed to be at Gosport, to assess the problem - which specialist news site Navy 
Lookout called a "significant technical fault".  (Royal Navy News)                                                                                               
 
SAR FIRST: 
 

 
 

The RAF’s new Poseidon Maritime Patrol Aircraft based at RAF Lossiemouth was launched on 
Search and Rescue duties for the first time yesterday as they helped rescue two transatlantic rowers.  
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HM Coastguard established that the two Faroese crew members had taken to a life raft after their 
rowing vessel had capsized and sank. After communicating with merchant vessels in the area a 
ship, the Nordic Qinghai, made its way towards the stricken rowers. On reaching the scene, the crew 
of the Poseidon were able to communicate with the merchant vessel and relay information back to 
UK mission controllers to help coordinate the rescue efforts. The Poseidon crew from 'Guernsey’s 
Own' 201 Squadron were resting for an evening mission when they were called in early to respond 
to the emergency transmission from the life raft. The crew arrived on the scene at 11:45am, 
establishing communication with the merchant ship and visual contact with the life raft. “This 
operation showcases the world-leading capability of the Poseidon aircraft and coupled with the 
highly skilled crews, we were able to bring to bear the capability at short notice and help rescue the 
rowers.” Wing Commander Adam Smolak Officer Commanding 201 Squadron. (RAF News) 
 
YOU SAVED MY LIFE, SERGEANT-MAJOR: 
 

Off-duty Warrant Officer Jason Prior has been hailed a hero for helping to save the life of a pensioner 
seriously injured in a motorway crash. The quick-thinking medic stepped in when he spotted the 
seriously injured and semiconscious 67-year-old man lying in the carriageway at the scene of the 
two-car accident, on the M4. 4626 Sqn Reservist Jason moved the man to safety and carried out 
emergency checks, monitoring the injured victim’s vital signs and assessing his injuries as 
paramedics struggled to get to the scene. He said: “The individual was lifeless and drifting into 
unconsciousness with only one eye partially open. He wasn’t responding to voice commands and 
unable to give his name.  “His breathing was very laboured, and I could see that it was taking a great 
deal of effort to breathe. “We got blankets and towels to position under his head, so it wasn’t directly 
on the tarmac and kept him warm. “I continued to talk to the casualty, who started to periodically 
open his eyes to my voice and occasionally squeezed my hand.” Police closed off the eastbound 
carriageway near Barry, Wales, and an air ambulance was put on standby before paramedics 
transferred the man to Cardiff University Hospital by road. Jason, who was on his way to the Welsh 
coast with his wife, added: “I provided a handover of the casualty’s condition and conscious levels 
and assisted the medics as directed. “It was only as a result of the medical training that I have 
received during my time on the squadron that I had the confidence to deal with the situation and 
take charge.” The injured man was said to be in a stable condition as RAF News went to press. (RAF 
News) 
 
THE HIGH-FLYING PRINCE AND PRINCESS: 
 

Among all the upper-class personalities in the wartime RAF, Prince Emanuel Galitzine occupies a 
place of his own. A Russian emigrant, he was no less than a great-grandson of Emperor Paul I, 
himself a son of Catherine the Great. His mother was a daughter of Duke George Alexander of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz. Galitzine was born in the declining tsarist Russia in 1918, but soon the 
Bolshevik revolution forced his family to escape – under the most dramatic circumstances. They 
settled in London, where Emanuel received the best of educations. Having reached the age of 21 at 
the outbreak of war, Galitzine began to dream of flying with the RAF. Before he made his final 
decision to enlist, the Soviet attack on Finland in 1940 made him convinced that he must fight the 
Communists who had dispossessed his family. Having been accepted by the Finnish Air Force, he 
was just settling in when Mannerheim, the inspirational Finnish leader and an old friend of Galitzine’s 
father, told him that his mother had been killed in the London Blitz. His return to England was an 
odyssey. First sent with a Finnish passport to Boston, he was refused entry to Britain. Then he went 
to Canada, where he was again refused help. So, he signed on as an ordinary seaman with a 
shipping line across the Atlantic and reached Scotland, where he was promptly arrested on suspicion 
of being a spy. Not before Galitzine’s father who was working for British intelligence learned about 
his fate was he cleared. The way was finally clear for him to be commissioned into the RAFVR. He 
was posted in November 1941 to No. 504 Squadron in Northern Ireland. In due course, F/O Galitzine 
was posted to the experimental Special Service Flight in Northolt. Disguised under this name was 
an experimental unit aimed at countering the threat of German pressurized high-altitude Ju 86P 
bombers which began to operate over Britain. The available Spitfires Mk. VI had inadequate ceiling 
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to counter the Germans operating at altitudes in excess of 40,000 feet. The improved high-altitude 
Spitfire Mk. VII was not yet ready for production. This unit received a pair of then-new Spitfires Mk. 
IX of the batch of Mk. Vc airframes converted to the new mark by Rolls-Royce at Hucknall. These 
aircraft obviously did not have pressurized cockpits, but the performance of Merlin 61 looked 
promising, so it was decided to convert them for high-altitude duties. The aircraft were stripped of 
everything not required for the role of high-level interception, lightening them by 450 lb each. 
Machine guns were deleted, leaving only cannon armament. The aircraft were repainted with, 
according to Galitzine, “special light-weight paint”. 
On 12 September 1942, BS273 flown by Galitzine successfully intercepted a Ju 86R above 
Southampton at 41,000 ft. The ensuing battle went up to 43,000 ft and was the highest recorded air 
combat of the war. Unfortunately, Galitzine could only barely use his armament; his port cannon 
froze solid and, whenever he fired a burst with the remaining starboard cannon, the aircraft fell out 
of the sky or became engulfed in an excessive vapour trail of the shells which completely obscured 
the target. The German bomber escaped safely with just one hit to its port wing but having proven 
to be vulnerable to the RAF at high altitudes, the Luftwaffe launched no further high-altitude attacks 
against England. Galitzine’s career continued, and he always flew Spitfires until the end of the war. 
However, he always recalled the BS273 as the sweetest of them to fly. 

 
Supermarine Spitfire Mk. IX BS273 (ex-BF273) F/O Prince Emanuel Galitzine Special Service (High Altitude) Flight 
Northolt, September 1942 
 

Notes about BS273: 
BS273 was the first aircraft to be tried in the new role. Actually, the serial “BF273” was applied during 
repaint due to an error on the part of the ground crew (this number was of a block assigned to Bristol 
Blenheims). As there are no surviving photos of the two high-altitude Spitfires of the Special Service 
Flight in Northolt, the colour and markings shown in the profiles are based on available personal 
recollections. Galitzine described the colour of his aircraft as a peculiar shade of blue “similar to 
Cambridge Blue”. Some authors have suggested that the actual colour might have been PRU Blue. 
However, PRU Blue is rather far off from Cambridge blue, and I think that if “lightweight” was indeed 
the primary criterion for repainting the aircraft, it could have been something more special than 
standard issue RAF colour. Maybe automotive paint? For this reason, I have applied a shade “similar 
to Cambridge blue” to my profiles. It’s as accurate as anybody’s guess. Although converted from a 
Mk. V airframe, BS273 featured a production-shape Mk. IX cowling. The “C” wing featured a wide 
(double) cannon blister. Note that the aircraft had its machine guns removed, so the gun ports and 
possibly also spent cartridge chutes were blanked off. Pilot armour had been removed together with 
some other items including the rear-view mirror. However, the aircraft retained the radio as the 
interceptions were vectored from the ground. (From The Spitfiresite.com) 
 
HIGH SPIRITS: 
 

A four strong team of RAF Regiment personnel have hit the heights with a whisky-flavoured 
challenge, raising £1,800 for the RAF Benevolent Fund. The team, from RAF Honington, climbed 
Ben Nevis, the UK’s highest peak, while carrying a 52kg whisky barrel, getting to the summit of the 
4,413ft mountain in just eight hours and 40 minutes. The zany fundraising idea came from Flt Lt 
Stuart Clark, who said: “It seemed like something unique. How many people can say they carried a 
whisky barrel up the UK’s highest mountain? I honestly expected to be up there in the dark, 12 hours 
after we’d started, hating each other and debating about pushing the barrel off a cliff. But we 
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smashed it, getting up and down in a time some people would struggle to manage without the 
barrel. The weather was fantastic and the looks of disbelief were worth it.” Stuart’s teammates were 
Flt Lts Campbell Steel and Robert ‘Bobby’ Holmes, and Sgt Michael ‘Smudge’ 
Smyth. (RAF News) 
 
SO, WHAT’S ON MY MIND? 
 

Europe is due for its “Winter of discontent.”  I’m really at sixes and sevens as to the propaganda 
we’re being fed by all European parties especially those involved in the war. Russia says it’s not war 
but a special military operation.  Nonsense - I’ll go a step further- this is “Total Warfare.”  (Total war 
is warfare that is not restricted to purely legitimate military targets but also massive civilian and/or 
other non-combatants suffering and casualties). The Russians blame Kiev the situation has ended 
up where it has as it hasn’t honoured the Minsk agreement of 2014. That agreement has now been 
dubbed the Minsk Conundrum.  So, who are we to believe? Interestingly, I have friends in Germany 
who are pro UA (Ukraine) and others who think Zelenskiy is manipulating the West and getting what 
he wants to deal with their war.  One friend wrote to me irritated that a million or so refugees suck 
up (allegedly) €1.5 Billion a month for their social needs. And their winter is going to be bloody 
miserable. Hugely expensive and hard to obtain gas it appears is the immediate concern for Europe. 
I say Putin has Europe by the short and curlies. And what I now write is verifiable - Trump said at 
the UN in 2018 that German “Reliance on a single foreign supplier can leave a nation vulnerable to 
extortion and intimidation”. The German delegation laughed / sneered. Humankind (generally) is 
being held to ransom - up the creek without a paddle.  We’re extremely unhappy with our politicians 
who think they know “what we want, what is good for us and that which we need.”  They’re self-
serving megalomaniacs.  Finished... Just saying.... (Posted by Horace Blok) 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

Happy Spring Day yesterday! 
The predictable cold snap hit this week, but not as severely in Gauteng as in other provinces and 
Johannesburg is resuming its leafy green mantle in the new leaves blushing green on the trees, the 
wisteria and blossoms of all sorts... still waiting for the Syringa trees to blossom next, and then the 
Jacarandas… but there’s still the possibility of some cold ahead…  
Our first Spring Lunch will be the Battle of Britain Ladies Lunch at the Wanderers on Friday 9th 
September 12h30 for 13h00... As normal, limited wine will be available on the table. Price remains 
R250 per head and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank - Melrose Arch - Br: 19 
66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Use your name and “Battle of Britain” as reference, please... Please 
also note that we are committed to pay for the number of meals booked. Look forward to seeing as 
many as possible... Remember, there will be a Fly-past at 13h00 so don’t be late... 
And so... balmy Spring days ahead, blossoms and beautiful sunsets to enjoy, together with this 
edition of Ramblings... and the thought-provoking ‘Perspective on Power’ piece at the end... 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

Identity Crisis... One morning a blind bunny was hopping down the bunny trail and he tripped over a 
large snake and fell, KerPlop! right on his twitchy little nose... "Oh, please excuse me!" said the 
bunny. "I didn't mean to trip over you, but I'm blind and can't see." 
"That's perfectly all right," replied the snake. "To be sure, it was my fault. I didn't mean to trip you, 
but I'm blind too, and I didn't see you coming. By the way, what kind of animal are you?" 
“Well, I really don't know," said the bunny. 
"I'm blind, and I've never seen myself. Maybe you could examine me and find out." 
So, the snake felt the bunny all over, and he said, "Well, you're soft, and cuddly, and you have long 
silky ears, and a little fluffy tail and a dear twitchy little nose... You must be a bunny rabbit!" 
Then he said, "I can't thank you enough, but by the way, what kind of animal are you?" 
And the snake replied that he didn't know, and the bunny agreed to examine him, 
and when he was finished, the snake said, "Well, what kind of an animal am I?" 
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So the bunny felt the snake all over, and he replied, "You're hard, you're cold, you're slimy 
and you haven't got any balls... You must be a lawyer." 
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A recent study found that on average a golfer walks around 900 miles per year... another study found 
that a golfer drinks an average of 22 gallons of alcohol per year... which means that, on average, 
golfers get about 41 miles to the gallon... kind of makes you proud – I almost feel like a hybrid... 
 
He was a widower and she a widow. They had known each other for a number of years being high 
school classmates and having attended class reunions in the past without fail. This 60th anniversary 
of their class, the widower and the widow made a foursome with two other singles. They had a 
wonderful evening, their spirits high. The widower throwing admiring glances across the table. The 
widow smiling coyly back at him. Finally, he picked up courage to ask her, "Will you marry me?" 
After about six seconds of careful consideration, she answered, "Yes, yes I will!" The evening ended 
on a happy note for the widower. But the next morning he was troubled. Did she say Yes? or did she 
say No? He couldn't remember. Try as he would, he just could not recall. He went over the 
conversation of the previous evening, but his mind was blank. He remembered asking the question 
but for the life of him he could not recall her response. With fear and trepidation, he picked up the 
phone and called her. First, he explained that he couldn't remember as well as he used to. Then he 
reviewed the past evening. As he gained a little more courage, he then inquired of her, "When I 
asked if you would marry me, did you say Yes? or did you say No?" "Why you silly man, I said Yes. 
Yes, I will, and I meant it with all my heart." The widower was delighted. He felt his heart skip a beat. 
Then she continued, "And I am so glad you called because I couldn't remember who asked me!" 
And then, just when life couldn’t get any worse, the dog farted... 
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PERSPECTIVE ON POWER: 
 

Dr John Ledger gave us some valuable insights into climate change and power generation in his 
recent talk: 
 

 
 

The largest currently operating solar farm in the world, Bhadla Solar Park in Rajasthan, stretches about 14km from west 
to east. In total, it covers 5 700 hectares. It contains more than 10 million solar panels, all of which will be highly toxic 
waste and due for replacement within 20 years. 
 

The world’s largest solar photovoltaic farms give us an insight into how much acreage is required to 
produce meaningful amounts of electricity. The history of energy production has long involved 
exploiting increasingly concentrated sources of energy. Although refining oil for use in lighting and 
heating was known to the ancient Chinese as long ago as 2000 BCE, most early civilisations used 
water and wind power to drive grain mills, sawmills, water pumps and other machinery. Solar energy 
had limited utility, except in agricultural greenhouses, although by the late 18th century also for 
furnaces and seawater distillation. Since the rise of the industrial revolution in the 19th century, 
however, people started using fuels of increasing energy density, graduating from wood, to coal, to 
oil, to natural gas. 
This progression also goes from more complex molecules containing many carbon atoms, which are 
heavily polluting, to relatively simple molecules with only a few carbon atoms, or in the case of natural 
gas (CH4), just one. The end-point of that progression, a highly concentrated fuel with no carbon 
atoms at all, would be hydrogen, although the energy to create it and the need to compress it makes 
it impractical for widespread use. 
The ultimate in energy density was discovered in the 20th century with the advent of nuclear fission. 
It produces large amounts of energy from very small amounts of fuel and emits no carbon dioxide 
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or harmful pollutants at all. Even the small volumes of nuclear waste that is produced do not 
present any engineering challenges. 
Thanks to modern science, nuclear fission offers the pinnacle of clean, efficient, abundant and 
affordable electricity, and will only be dethroned if and when nuclear fusion comes to fruition. 
 

GREEN BIASES 
The green energy movement, however, had different ideas. Because of all sorts of biases and logical 
fallacies, they hated nuclear power. They wrongly associated it with nuclear weapons. They mistook 
the low risk of rare and isolated accidents for high risk, throttling the industry with safety regulations. 
They watched fictional disaster movies like “The China Syndrome”, which got almost everything 
wrong including the pronunciation of nuclear, and though Hollywood was right on the money. So, 
when they saw a need to pivot away from fossil fuels, they didn’t turn to an alternative high-density 
energy source like nuclear power, but instead went back to pre-industrial, diffuse energy sources. 
This played into another fallacy, namely the notion that because the industrial revolution was the 
cause of the world’s pollution, and potentially climate change, the only solution was to revert to how 
we did things before coal-fired steam engines came along. Funded by billions in subsidies and 
favourable regulations, green energy startups were only too happy to comply and build out vast 
swathes of renewable energy. 
 
DIFFUSE ENERGY 
There isn’t much power in a single breath of wind, which is why sailing ships needed huge swathes 
of canvas to propel them, and old-school windmills could only power a single pump, grinding wheel 
or saw. So, to harness wind at electricity grid scale, we need vast numbers of massive windmills, 
spread out across vast areas of wilderness. 
The same is true for solar power. There’s only so much solar energy that arrives on any given area 
of land, and it isn’t all that much. If we could capture 100% of the solar energy that reaches the Earth 
under ideal conditions, we’d need about three square metres of it to power an electric kettle. We 
only gather a fraction of 100% of that energy, of course, so the job of a solar farm is to increase the 
available surface area for collecting sunlight until a meaningful amount of electricity can be 
generated from diffuse and inconstant insolation. This is why most solar power plants are rated at a 
very modest 100MW or less nameplate capacity, while their inefficiency means they will be able to 
dispatch perhaps 30MW each. You’d need 52 of them to match a typical small nuclear power station 
such as Koeberg, and 200 of them to match the largest currently operating nuclear power station in 
the world, the Kori Nuclear Power Plant in South Korea. (This assumes a 30% capacity factor for solar, and 
80% capacity factor for nuclear power, which is roughly correct for Koeberg, although it is way below international 
standards.) 
To make matters worse, solar plants are best located in areas that get lots of sun and little cloud. 
These areas rarely coincide with cities where the power is needed, so grid operators need to build 
numerous long-distance connections to fetch the power from small, remote solar power plants and 
transmit it to where it is actually needed. 
 

VAST ACREAGE 
Even in ideal conditions, solar power plants take up hectares of space. Let’s consider the largest 
solar farms in the world, to get some perspective. 
The largest currently operating solar farm in the world pictured above, is Bhadla Solar Park in 
Rajasthan, India. It has a nameplate capacity of 2 245MW, which is 30% of Kori’s 7 489MW, and 
16% more than Koeberg. 
Except it isn’t. Because of the low-capacity factor of solar plants, it really is only 11% of what Kori 
can deliver, and 43% of Koeberg’s electricity production. 
(Ivo Vegter in Daily Friend) 
 


