
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 130 
30th SEPTEMBER 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Another week in Wonderland... Eskom in extremis... PRASA pancaking... “Dear Fikile – Please stop 
tweeting for a minute and fix our railways”... driver error and reckless driving to blame for Pongola 
horror crash... 'Remove non-compliant' truck operators: urgent road safety action needed... SANRAL 
warns of traffic restrictions on N3... Jacob Zuma’s desperation to stop Advocate Billy Downer and 
journalist Karyn Maughan... 'Hamba, Gwede': Mantashe booed off stage at Cosatu congress... 
Pandor “minister of utter incompetence and obstruction”... Zuma goes for broke with midnight 
message to ANC: gets the cold shoulder from KZN ANC... Mkhize nominated... Phala Phala panel 
pruned... Mkwebane fights on... Nathi Mtetwa persists in National Philharmonic Orchestra heist... 
load shedding batters the Rand to record lows... Asinamali!!... Magashule: ‘Once I’m nominated, 
nobody can stop me’... Ramaphosa may be hiding something over Phala Phala, says Motlanthe".... 
sounds like a Mario Puzo best-seller with African Mafia... SA organised crime is now worse than 
Mexico, Somalia and Libya... dramatic shootout in PMB CBD: ‘It was like an action movie,’ say 
witnesses... More KZN political killings: ‘We aren’t to blame for KZN killings’ – ANC... Emirates ramp 
up SA Schedules...SA 3rd in World Rugby Rankings... 
“And the fountains of the deep were broken up”... Europe suspects Russian Nordstream pipeline 
sabotage... Russian Military may finish Putin off... fake referendums in Russian-occupied regions of 
Ukraine... flights from Russia sold out as citizens flee conscription... violent street protests against 
conscription... chaos in Russian ATC due conscription... Saudi Arabia brokers prisoner exchange – 
how’s that work, again?... UN: “Complex, overlapping crises unfold”... Typhoon and Floods in 
Phillipines and Vietnam... Hurricanes in USA... Mass evacuations in Florida and Vietnam... Budget 
Bombshell... UK’s biggest package of tax cuts in 50 years... Pound Pounded... Labour to set up 
“Great British Energy firm.... “green” hydrogen a boondoggle… Rolls Royce cancel supersonic 
“Boom” engine deal... The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have been "demoted" on the Royal family's 
website to bottom billing. 
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ENDURING RELATIONSHIP: 
 

 
 

The painting by Australian artist Steven Heyen depicts a Spitfire Vc and Typhoon FGR4 flying 
together in the skies over The Northern Territory. After gifting in return, a book marking the 100th 
anniversary of the Royal Australian Air Force, Chief of Air Force of the Royal Australian Air Force, Air 
Marshal Chipman addressed RAF personnel deployed on Exercise Pitch Black 22 at Royal 
Australian Air Force Darwin. “It's great to see the RAF down here, a phenomenal demonstration of 
air power. Pitch Black is all about building relationships and demonstrating interoperability, and the 
exercise has been a great success in this regard.” During World War 2, Northern Australia came 
under air attack by Japanese Forces, the only sustained and intensive assault on Australian 
mainland territory in the history of the country. Three RAF squadrons were transferred from RAF 
Fighter Command, two Australian day fighter squadrons, 452 and 457 Squadrons, and one British 
(54 Squadron). Under 1 Fighter Wing Royal Australian Air Force commanded by Wing Commander 
Clive Caldwell DSO DFC and bar, the leading Australian air ace of the war, the small group of 
Australian and British pilots fought an ongoing battle against a formidable opponent. The 
performance of the Spitfire Vc (Tropical) meant Japanese bombers, which flew 10,000ft higher than 
was normal for German and Italian bombers, could be engaged. Lack of combat experience saw 
heavy losses in some engagements, and a shortage of spare parts impacted serviceability, but the 
squadrons accounted for more enemy aircraft than they lost The Spitfire shown, BS165, was the 
mount of Squadron Leader Eric M. Gibbs DFC, the Commanding Officer of 54 Squadron and in 
which he accounted for five enemy aircraft with one probable, and five damaged aircraft. The 
Typhoon portrayed signifies the deployment by 6 Squadron to Royal Australian Air Force Darwin for 
Exercise Pitch Black 22 and carries the name Sir Roderic. Following the death of three sons in flying 
incidents, including in action, Lady MacRobert donated funds to purchase a Stirling bomber for the 
RAF, and subsequently four Hurricanes which were named after each of her deceased sons and 
herself. At the Adelaide River War Cemetery some 116 kms south of Darwin lie 435 service 
personnel and 64 civilians who died in and near north Australia during World War II. These include 
14 members of the Royal Air Force from 54, 548 and 549 Squadrons. (RAF News) 
 

                                               
Group of 54 Sqn Pilots                                                                      Adelaide River War Cemetery 
 

A painting celebrating the enduring relationship 
between the Royal Air Force and Royal Australian 
Air Force has been gifted by Air Vice-
Marshal Smith RAF to Air Marshal Chipman, Chief 
of Air Force of the Royal Australian Air Force. 



 3
 
 

 
CENTENARIAN GEORGE DUNN DFC: 

 

RAF Bomber Command veteran George Dunn DFC was celebrating his century with a pub lunch 
when he was treated to the surprise fly-past by the iconic planes. And the aerial spectacle along the 
Sussex coast brought a proud tear to his eye. George told the Daily Express: "It's a fine aircraft. That 
was great, absolutely great." He added: "The Spitfire is a lovely aircraft, but I have to say I actually 
prefer the Mosquito. In terms of performance, the Mosquito is just a better aircraft. But the Spitfire is 
still lovely of course." And he should know. During a glittering military career, George piloted many 
different planes, both bombers and fighters. He was just 17 when he defied a life-threatening lung 
condition to sign up to the RAF. At first, he worked as a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner, before training 
in Canada to become a pilot. He went on to complete 44 death-defying missions during the war - 30 
flying Halifax bombers and 14 in Mosquitos. He took part in Operation Gomorrah, the bombing of 
Hamburg, and the raid on the German rocket testing range at Peenenmunde in August 1943 - 
considered one of the most dangerous operations of Britain's bombing campaign. The hero's 
experience with Spitfires came in 1946 when he delivered the iconic aircraft to the Greek Air Force.                                                                                                                       
After the war, George married his late wife Dorothy in 1951. He returned to work at removals firm 
Pickfords in Whitstable, Kent, and worked there as a branch manager before retiring at 60. Since 
then, George - an ambassador for the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund - has been living by the sea 
in Saltdean, East Sussex. The centenarian was surrounded by family and friends at the Coach 
House pub in nearby Rottingdean for his birthday lunch, which included a cake decorated with 
medals and a warbird. Guests included fellow veteran John Bell, 99 - former Bomber Command 
Dambuster squadron bomb-aimer. The birthday boy said he was looking forward to receiving his 
telegram from the King Charles - one of the first in the country from the new monarch - when the 
post arrived. "It hadn't come when I left the house unfortunately," George said. But the fly-past, 
organised by “Fly a Spitfire” from The Biggin Hill Heritage Hangar, more than made up for that. 
(Express) 
 
OBITUARY: Captain Vyvyan Howard DSC RN: 
 

             

One of the last living links with the legendary Great Escape has been 
cut with the death of naval aviator Captain Vyvyan Howard aged 102. 
In the spring of 1944, the then sub lieutenant used his knowledge of 
German to distract and disorientate the guards as Stalag Luft III camp 
for captured airmen – allowing many of his fellow inmates to break out. 
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He didn’t escape – and thus was spared the bitter fate of many PoWs who did… and were 
subsequently murdered by the German authorities. Even among those of the greatest generation, 
Vyvyan Howard’s career and life are remarkable. After working as a research assistant in the 
chemical industry, he volunteered to join the Royal Navy as a pilot aged 19 when war broke out in 
1939. Two years later, a then Sub Lieutenant Howard was taken prisoner following a carrier raid on 
the Arctic strongpoint of Kirkenes at the end of July 1941 when aircraft from HMS Furious and 
Victorious struck at the Norwegian port. Occupied by the Germans in 1940, Kirkenes was a key base 
sustaining their advance on the Russian naval base at Murmansk the following summer. Vyvyan 
Howard’s Albacore released its torpedo… only to be shot up by flak and disintegrating on the run 
home. The pilot was plucked out of a fjord by the Germans and spent the rest of the war in captivity. 
He survived the ‘death marches’ towards the war’s end, when prison camps in eastern Germany 
were emptied as the Red Army advanced and their inmates marched west in the depths of winter 
with minimal provisions and unforgiving treatment from guards. He ended up in a camp in Germany 
where he was liberated a few days before war in Europe ended. Rather than return to civilian life, 
the young aviator was offered a full-time commission in the post-war Royal Navy. After several years 
at the new air station at Culdrose, he was given command of 830 NAS and its Westland Wyvern 
propeller-driven strike aircraft which saw action at Suez. The skies over the canal zone were, he 
remembered, “like Piccadilly Circus” while the presence of Egyptian Russian-built MiG jets made for 
“an exciting time.” His actions during the 1956 operation earned him the Distinguished Service 
Cross. After another stint at Culdrose and as the Fleet Aviation Officer in Singapore, his naval career 
ended as Naval Attaché in West Germany. He spent his final years in a retirement home in Banbury, 
Oxfordshire." (Telegraph) 
 

               
Captain Charles Vyvyan Howard meeting the Duke of Edinburgh in 1956    With wife and son on receiving the DSC 1957 
                                                                                                                                                            
CANBERRA TO THE SKIES: 
 

 

The organisation’s goal is to restore to flying status 
the Canberra warbird. In late 2020, Canberra USA 
purchased the former British defence testing unit 
Canberra bomber B.6 XH567. The Canberra B.6 
model was based on B.5 with a 1 ft (0.3 m) 
fuselage stretch and 106 were built by English 
Electric (57) and Short Brothers & Harland (49), 
including 12 for export. XH567 is a 1954 model, 
S/N 71398, and manufactured by English Electric. 
It is fitted with 2 Rolls Royce Avon 109 Jet 
Engines. 
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It was transferred straight from production and spent time with the MOD trial units including time 
at Boscombe Down until retired from use and then spent many years in the USA. It was flown by 
High Altitude Mapping Missions, Inc and used to be registered as N40UP. It has been on the ground 
for the last 17years sitting quiet and non-operational. In early 2021 the process of the Canberra 
being slowly brought back to life began and it will be restored to fly again as a private warbird. 
Canberra USA have located the person who has the original logbooks and FAA inspection program 
for our Canberra. 
The initial plan for N40UP is as follows: 

1. Put power on and check electric system 
2. Attempt engine starts (Cartridges and/or Huffer). 
3. Check for hydraulics/fuel leaks 
4. Taxi test the aircraft. 
5. Check pitot/static system. 
6. Conduct gear retraction tests 
7. Change tires, check brakes 
8. Get a one-time ferry permit, to take aircraft to California City Airport (L71) 
9. Continue restoration to flight. 

Stay tuned for more news updates: 
https://www.facebook.com/Canberrausa/ (Via Alan Lindner) 
 

A very good record of how the Canberra came into US Service as the very successful  Martin B57 
with tandem cockpit and rotary bomb-bay, rockets and wing cannon, in Viet Nam and also as a high-
altitude, long range, reconnaissance predecessor to the Lockheed U2  is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfhZlJSB6L0 
 
WELCOME COTTAGE GLENCAIRN: 
 

 
 

Welcome Cottage, Glencairn, Simonstown. This property originally formed part of a loan farm 
granted to Johannes Henricus Brand in 1911 and, over the years, has been closely associated with 
the Brand family. Henricus Brand was a member of the Court of Justice; his son Christoffel was the 
first speaker of the Cape House of Assembly; his grandson Johannes was elected President of the 
Orange Free State; and his great-grandson was a well-known aviator, Sir Quintin Brand. It was 
declared a National Monument under old NMC legislation on 27 December 1985. With concerns 
raised over the dilapidated state of the historical Welcome Cottage in Glencairn, residents will be 
relieved to know that a contract to repair the provincial heritage site has been put out for tender by 
the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA). 
Sent in by Alan Lindner ex C Sqn SAS with the comment: “Here's some history for you re (Squadron Leader) Rich 
Brand's forefathers from Simon's Town and Glencairn”. (Local Press) 
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MWARI (AHRLAC) SALES: 
 

Private South African defence firm Paramount Aerospace Industries has received orders for nine of 
its Mwari aircraft - the first military aircraft to be designed and built in the country in nearly two 
decades, the company said on Wednesday. The first of the propeller-driven reconnaissance, 
surveillance and precision strike aircraft will be delivered this week, Paramount announced on the 
sidelines of the Africa Aerospace and Defence show in Pretoria. While Paramount declined to name 
the two initial customers for the Mwari, the company said it was targeting military clients in 
developing countries in Africa and Asia for sales. "We have immense interest around the world," 
Paramount Group founder Ivor Ichikowitz said. "Our biggest challenge right now is going to be to set 
up production capacity quickly enough to meet the demand." The defence sector once played a 
major role in South Africa's economy - a legacy of the “racist apartheid regime's” need to produce 
locally due to embargoes - and boasted one of the world's most diversified non-aligned arms 
industries. 
 

 
 

More recently, however, it has suffered from a squeeze on defence spending globally and a weak 
home market. The Rooivalk - an attack helicopter developed by state-owned defence company 
Denel in the 1980s - was the last military aircraft designed and manufactured in South Africa. But it 
never reached large-scale production, and manufacturing ended in the early 2000s. Development 
of the Mwari began in 2010. Paramount markets it as a relatively inexpensive alternative to pricy, 
high-maintenance military aircraft for surveillance, maritime patrol and counter-insurgency 
operations. A base model costs around $10 million, with add-on options including high-tech optical 
pods, electronic intelligence gathering and night vision. (DefenceWeb) 
 
WE ARE NOT THE ONES...GUESS WHO? 
 

With political killings on the rise in KwaZulu-Natal, the ANC on Friday came out against opposition 
parties who attribute the spike in assassinations to the ruling party’s failure to implement the 
recommendations of the Moerane Commission. The Commission to probe political killings, was 
established by the ANC-led KZN government in 2016 and made a number of recommendations, 
including that councillors, mayors and other political office bearers should desist from interfering in 
tender-awarding processes. Since the commission handed over its report to the provincial 
government in 2018, scores of politicians, mainly municipal councillors, have been murdered. 
According to the South African Local Government Association (SALGA), hundreds of the province’s 
councillors have been murdered since 1994. SALGA president Bheki Stofile said the killings have 
become a major threat to the local government sphere in KZN. “There are more than 300 councillors 
who have been assassinated. This matter to us is a concern because it’s an intimidation and threat 
to public office bearers in the local government space,” he said. (News 24) 
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AAD 2022: 
 

The 2022 edition of the African Aerospace & Defence (AAD) exhibition took place between 21-25 
September and by all accounts it seems to have been a success all round for all who participated. 
It was great to attend as a trade visitor as there were no commitments and people were open for 
discussions. It is always in the informal discussions that one picks up the undercurrents of the real 
thoughts and this was a mixed bag. The lack of defence acquisition budget is a major talking point 
that is forcing export focus, which is looking more positive. The NCACC approval process did 
obviously come up. The Glass-Half-Full team was slightly more prevalent than the Glass-Half-Empty 
grouping. I must start with the massive positivity projected by Team Denel. The Denel shareholder 
was visible, obviously if you could see past the ring of protection. What is that all about? The previous 
president of Botswana is not even as solidly shielded as a South African minister. The positive 
element is that it seems as though Denel have packaged a strategy that the company can get behind. 
Some people see a more integrated approach into the future with the rest of industry, while others 
project that same old “me, myself and I” approach in relation to the future Denel. It would be 
interesting to see what the final approved strategy option is. Funding is the “elephant in the room” 
discussion, plus a bit of realism in attracting the resources required to execute the details of the 
strategy. One non-Denel person did remind me that the best people do exit first. So how does one 
attract this expertise back to the company? Nevertheless, positive body language was good to see. 
Good Luck Denel. The rise of the South African private defence industry co-operation was very 
apparent. First place for this approach must go to the DCD Springbok Command Variant. The banner 
related to the vehicle is a testimony to this approach. The landward business elements seem to be 
pulling towards showing the capabilities for integrated total solutions. This shows that the South 
African defence industry (SADI) is ready for delivering complex mission systems. This may tie into 
the Denel approach of working in a more integrated approach with industry. The private SADI is 
positioned to unlock defence IP. (James Kerr, DefenceWeb) 
 
WHERE THE TAKKIE HITS THE TARMAC... 
 

“Tyre importers start legal process to get anti-dumping duties reversed”... “Dispute over higher tyre 
import duties intensifies”... Ebrahim Patel perplexed and paralysed by Chinese puzzle... Road safety 
concern as massive tyre price hike hits SA... 
 

 
 

The Tyre Importers Association of South Africa (TIASA) has warned that the cost of tyres could 
increase by up to 41%.  South African tyre importers have intensified their dispute with four domestic 
tyre manufacturers over their application to the International Trade Administration Commission 
(ITAC) for additional import duties on imported tyres from China. Tyre Importers Association of South 
Africa (TIASA) confirmed on Tuesday that it lodged an application with the High Court in Pretoria on 
3 August. It wants the court to: Compel ITAC and the SA Tyre Manufacturers Conference (SATMC) 
to disclose critical information that it claims is being withheld about the latter’s application for the 
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imposition of anti-dumping duties on imported tyres; and challenge the manner in which ITAC is 
conducting the investigation. SATMC’s four members are Continental, Bridgestone, Goodyear and 
Sumitomo. TIASA said the TIASA and ITAC both gave notice on Tuesday of their intention to oppose 
the application, and that a court date has not yet been set for the matter to be heard but it is likely to 
take place early in 2023. TIASA’S stance is that import duties of between 25% and 30% are already 
levied on imported tyres and that SATMC has applied to ITAC for the imposition of substantial 
additional duties of between 8% and 69% on passenger, taxi, bus and truck vehicle tyres imported 
from China. TIASA chair Charl de Villiers said if ITAC decides to impose the maximum duty 
percentage requested by the SATMC, imported tyre prices could increase from 41% for taxi tyres, 
38-40% for passenger tyres, and an average of 17% for truck and bus tyres. “These increases will 
have dire consequences for commuters, the transport sector and consumers, who are struggling 
with climbing inflation,” he said. The AA has now said that this tyre price hike is a major blow to road 
safety in the country and should be reversed immediately. “Increased fuel prices have seen food 
prices climb and resulted in higher private and public transport costs. Those with private transport 
will now have to pay more for tyres – essential safety equipment on vehicles – something we don’t 
believe will happen.” “Public transport providers such as buses and taxis will either not pay the new 
prices or merely pass the increases to their passengers. Both options are unacceptable,” said the 
AA. (News24) 
 

WELFARE: 
 

Spare a thought for those of our members who are fighting the good fight against advancing years, 
ill-health or restricted mobility or straightened circumstances. Thank you to those of you who are 
already reaching out, supporting, providing encouragement, transport, company and friendship to 
those who may be struggling... a call, a visit, a lunch or practical help can mean so much. We all 
know someone who will appreciate a helping hand...make that call or visit! 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

The new moon is high in the western sky, the Jacaranda trees are blooming in mauve splendour... 
but there’s still the outside possibility of a cold snap… and the certainty of loadshedding... 
Our next Members lunch will be on Friday 7 October 12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers... we hope to 
have a presentation on Sailor Malan in place of a speaker. As normal, limited wine will be available 
on the table. Price remains R250 per head and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - 
Nedbank - Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Use your name and “October 
Lunch” as reference, please... Please also note that we are committed to pay for the number of 
meals booked. Look forward to seeing as many as possible...  
Looking further forward, we hope that Prof Anne Samson, noted author and historian, will be with us 
in either November or December at the Ladies’ Christmas lunch.  
And so... balmy Spring days, blossoms, the promise of rain and beautiful sunsets to enjoy, 
(especially when the power is off) together with this edition of Ramblings... and the Obituary to 
Brother Andrew,  “God’s Smuggler” a notable Hollander (If you’re not Dutch, you’re not much!)  in 
the ongoing campaign of Christianity against religious persecution, tyranny and oppression. 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 
Senior Bumper Sticker: “I am speeding because I have to get there before I forget where I am going.” 
 
Best Autobiography: “When I was a child, my unemployed father cheated and didn't love my family. 
Later, my parents divorced. Soon my mother died in a car accident. My brother and I could only live 
in my grandma's old house. The whole family lived on my grandma's savings. Later my brother 
drifted away after marrying an actress. Couple of years later, my grandmother died. Now my Dad, 
at the age of 73, has to work for the first time to support the family... such a tragic set of events...”  
(Prince William) 
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Blind man’s bluff... 
Tiger Woods and Stevie Wonder meet in a bar… 
Tiger to Stevie: “I have always been a big fan. How’s the singing career going?” 
Stevie replies, “Not too bad. How is the golf?” 
Woods: “Not too bad, I’ve some problems with my swing, but I think I’ve fixed it now.” 
Stevie: “I always find that when my swing goes wrong, I need to stop playing for a while and not 
think about it.  Then, next time I play, it seems to be better.” 
Incredulous, Tiger says, “You play golf?   You’re blind!  How can you play golf if you can’t see?” 
Stevie Wonder: “Well, I get my caddy to stand in the middle of the fairway and call to me.  I play the 
ball toward his voice.  Then, when I get to where the ball lands, the caddy moves to the green further 
down the fairway and again I play the ball towards him.” 
How do you putt?” asks Tiger. 
“Well” says Stevie, “I get my caddy to lean down in front of the hole and call me.  I play the ball 
toward his voice.” 
Tiger: “What’s your handicap?” 
Stevie: “Well, actually – I’m a scratch golfer.” 
Woods, incredulous, says to Stevie, “We’ve to play a round sometime.” 
Stevie replies, “Well, people don’t take me seriously, so I only play for money, and I never play for 
less than $10 000 a hole.  Is that a problem?” 
Woods thinks about it and says, “I can afford that: $10 000 a hole is fine with me.  When would you 
like to play?” 
Stevie Wonder says, “Pick a night.” 
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OBITUARY: 
 

 

Brother Andrew, whose clandestine Bible deliveries behind the Cold War Iron Curtain earned him 
the title of “God’s smuggler” and who launched a global organisation supporting persecuted 
Christians, died on 27 September 2022 at his home in Harderwijk, Netherlands. Brother Andrew, 
whose given name was Andrew van der Bijl, was 94 years old. Brother Andrew was married for 59 
years to his wife, Corry, who passed away on 23 January 2018. They lived all their lives in Holland 
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and are survived by their five children and eleven grandchildren. Born in 1928 among the villages 
of Holland’s canal-laced peninsula that reaches northward from Amsterdam into the North Sea, 
Brother Andrew grew up during the rise of Nazi power in neighbouring Germany. After enduring the 
German occupation during World War II, he joined the Dutch Army in 1946 to help put down the 
rebellion in the Dutch East Indies, now Indonesia. He returned home in 1949 with a bullet-shattered 
ankle and no idea what to do with his life. An increasing devotion to God led him to a missionary 
training college in Scotland, from which he emerged in 1955 with an invitation to a communist youth 
rally in Poland. There he delivered a suitcase full of Christian tracts and discovered that churches 
behind the Iron Curtain were isolated and in need of encouragement. In subsequent years during 
return visits to Eastern Europe, he met Christians whose services, leaders and access to Bibles and 
Christian literature were being squeezed by the authorities. 

Bible smuggling - His 1957 border crossing into Yugoslavia and other Iron Curtain countries in a 
bright blue Volkswagen Beetle stuffed with illicit Bibles is memorialised in his 1967 
autobiography, God’s Smuggler. It is the first of 16 books written by Brother Andrew, which sold 
more than 10 million copies and has been translated into more than 35 languages.                          
The Bible smuggling reached an apex in June 1981, when a 20-man Open Doors crew nosed a 
custom-built barge onto the China coastline under the cover of darkness. They floated one million 
Bibles contained in 232 packages, each weighing a ton, to a small, silent army of waiting Chinese 
Christians, who spirited them into the country. “Our mission is called Open Doors because we 
believe that all doors are open, anytime and anywhere.” Brother Andrew often explained. “I literally 
believe that every door is open to go in and proclaim Christ, as long as you are willing to go and are 
not worried about coming back.” His travels logged an estimated one million miles through 125 
countries. After the fall of the Iron Curtain, Brother Andrew turned his attention to the Islamic World, 
saying that the rapid spread of Islam posed the greatest challenge yet to the Christian Church 
worldwide. His travelling shifted mostly to the Middle East and South Asia. He had private meetings 
with leaders of several Islamic fundamentalist groups. He was one of the few Western public figures 
to regularly go to these groups as an ambassador for Christ. In the face of growing Islamist violence 
towards Christians across the Middle East, Persian Gulf, Northern Africa and Southeast Asia, 
Brother Andrew preached against retaliation. “When we have an enemy image of any political or 
religious group or nation, the love of God cannot reach us to call us to do something about it,” he 
said. Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands knighted Brother Andrew in 1993. In 1997, he received the 
World Evangelical Alliance’s Religious Liberty Award, recognising his lifetime of service to suffering 
Christians and his passion for spreading the Gospel. In 2003, he received the Heritage of 
Faithfulness Award from the Christian Association of Senior Adults, in California. However, Brother 
Andrew said he was proudest of being named a “Blood Brother” of the Apache Indian tribe in 1980s. 
As part of the ceremony, he was given an Apache name that means “He who breaks through the 
lines.” In addition to distributing Bibles worldwide, Open Doors provides spiritual development, 
economic relief, literacy and vocational training, trauma counselling and other support services in 
countries where it is most dangerous to live as a Christian. Lynette Leibach, executive director of 
Open Doors Southern Africa, says Brother Andrew has had a profound influence on the generations 
he has been a part of, and he will be dearly missed. “We are grateful for Brother Andrew’s faith, 
obedience and example. His courage and determination brought the reality of the persecution of 
Christians into the public eye. “He leaves a growing legacy in the global ministry of Open Doors, 
reaching millions of the most persecuted Christians in over 70 countries annually. God’s Smuggler, 
which recounts his life and ministry, continues to inspire readers to act as a voice for the persecuted 
Church.”  

Continuing the journey According to Lynette, research shows that more than 360 million Christians 
are facing high levels of persecution and discrimination today – which means there is much more to 
do. “We want to continue the journey he started, working out the shared vision of engaging Christians 
everywhere in strengthening the most persecuted so that the global Church remains God’s faithful 
witness to the world. “Today, a network of believers continues to faithfully answer the call to pray 
for, be with and give to support our persecuted family of faith so they can continue to represent the 
Kingdom of God in their communities and nations despite persecution. May we be encouraged and 
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inspired in our walk of faith by the faith of those who’ve gone before us, like Brother Andrew.” 
The organisation he founded, Open Doors, has 1 400 employees that provide spiritual and physical 
support to Christians in more than 70 countries who live under government, militant and social 
threats. They often work as secretly as Brother Andrew did when he brought Bibles to Christians 
living under the tight grip of communist regimes. “Brother Andrew – a servant of the Lord, father, 
grandfather, our brother in Christ and the much loved founder of Open Doors – has left us today for 
his eternal home in heaven,” says Open Doors International’s chief executive officer, Dan Ole Shani. 
“He lived for Christ and has died in Christ. We remember his family at this moment and extend our 
deepest condolences to them all. We pray for God to comfort and strengthen them with His love.” 

 


