
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 132 
14th OCTOBERBER 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

South Africa is in “gwara gwara” country (Joel Netshitzenhe)... Gauteng's three biggest metros now 
hit with water cuts... Coalition confusion... R50 billion lost in Transnet strike – an economic 
trainwreck... ‘most appalling act of economic sabotage’... Transnet declares force majeure 
(manure?)... Berry exporters ruined... Babitha Dekoran case postponed... Tembisa Hospital 
procurement “a slew of irregularities”... No, Minister Sisulu, several tourists have died in SA since 
democracy... Mad Hatter confused and defensive but still grandstanding... Ronald MacDonald 
Lamola hallucinating about Justice system... Public Service Commission investigating senior 
government officials’ qualifications (only now?)... Eco Atlantic Oil and Gas to drill off SA coast... 
Germany doubles contribution to SA's energy transition... Jet fuel crunch: Why did it happen, and 
will it happen again?... FlySafair spreads its wings abroad... more gang-related violence in Joburg... 
eye-watering JMPD corruption... free housing, lights and water for Ministers and Deputies – but not 
for you and me – for us, loadshedding, Transnet strike, oil prices, water crisis – and there’s worse 
to come... sword hanging over SA’s head for non-compliance with anti-money-laundering, terror 
requirements, financial grey-listing... Bleak outlook for diesel prices in South Africa... Racist dog at 
Durban guesthouse... Cape Town not renewing contracts for Baboon Monitors... 
UK faces blackouts of up to 3 hours a day... Loadshedding will find you!... Rightwing ‘slash and burn’ 
ideas could be blueprint for Truss... Truss 'ready to listen' to Tory critics... Liz on verge of U-Turn?... 
Jeremy Clarkson told to shut Diddly Squat dining... Nicola Sturgeon is a destroyer of women’s 
rights... (J K Rowling)... Zelenskiy asks European leaders for security guarantees... Kamikaze 
drones fired at Kyiv... ‘Armageddon’ if Putin uses tactical nuclear weapon in Ukraine... Most of 
Kremlin elite oppose the Ukraine war... Russian people turning on Putin, UK spy chief says...  
Crimean bridge collapse conundrum... a Kerch bridge too far... “Biden playing with nuclear fire by 
posing as JFK”... “No one f**** with a Biden” – Poor Old Joe on open mike... Biden humiliated as 
Saudis choose Putin over him... Saudis raise oil prices for US... Biden pardons thousands for 
cannabis possession... seating plan conundrum for European Political Community – Macron’s sitting 
in my chair!... cheating scandal rocking the chess world... trial opens on loss of Air France AF447... 
Harrison puts Scots on verge of World Cup in extra time... 
 
LUNCH FEED BACK: 
 

Lunch was a small but very jovial occasion. Only 18 booked to attend with two having to pull out at 
short notice. The video of Sailor Malan was enjoyed by all. We will be in touch with Wanderers about 
a non-functioning air conditioning. It did make it rather warm. More feedback in future Ramblings.  
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OUR WINGS ARE A FORTRESS TO OUR LAND... 
 

 
RAF Typhoon jets and a Chinook helicopter have met over the white cliffs to conduct valuable training. The crews were 
fresh from wowing the crowds at the Bournemouth Air Festival and took the opportunity to meet up near Beachy Head 
to practise targeting manoeuvres. 
 

Typhoon pilots are well versed in procedures for tracking targets at high altitude with the RAF 
providing Quick Reaction Alert for UK airspace 24/7. These multi-role fast jets are ready to respond 
at a moment’s notice to any potential threat within the UK, such as a civilian flight not responding to 
radio calls or the approach of an unauthorised military aircraft. 
 
HACKATHON: 
 

 
In a first for the MOD, the Defence Hackathon has seen eight teams of people from across Defence design applications 
to support the development of response to issues such as sustainability and security for the MOD estate. 
 

Divided into 10 mixed teams, the Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force, Reserve, and Civil 
Service personnel then had 48 hours to design a digital solution to an MOD-wide challenge. This 
included conducting user research, developing the user interface, and designing the background 
application that would enable it to work effectively. Two teams went through to the final. Highlighting 
the MOD’s commitment to achieving Net Zero targets, the winning team was GreenCloud. Their 
application will now be considered for full development by the Defence digital experts alongside the 
winning team of Sean (Royal Navy), Billy (British Army), Stuart (Civil Service), Kris (Royal Air Force), 
Luke (Civil Service), Benjamin (British Army), Phambahadur (British Army) and Liam (Royal Air 
Force). “We’ve had a taste of the journey we are all taking on the use of cutting-edge technology, 
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and the challenges we face in turning this technology into usable solutions to operational 
problems.  Both applications that made it to the final had undoubted utility and confronted the 
ongoing challenges we face in both security and achieving our Net Zero aims. Congratulations to 
everyone who has taken part this week – the skills that have been developed are incredibly important 
to the future success of the UK Armed Forces.” Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston, The Chief of the Air Staff. 
 
SPOT THE TALENT: 
 

 
Three talented RAF aviators will compete in the Women’s Rugby World Cup 2022. 
 

Kicking off 8th October, in New Zealand, Amy Cokayne (England), Sarah Bonar (Scotland), and 
Carys Williams-Morris (Wales) will compete for the glory of their respective home nations. You can 
follow our aviators Women’s Rugby World Cup journey on Instagram. 
Carys Williams-Morris (Wales): carys_wm 
Sarah (Scotland):  sarah_bonar  
Amy Cokayne (England): avfcokayn 
The RAF Elite Athlete Scheme allows Personnel identified by a professional body to participate at 
the highest level in their sport, as an athlete, coach, official or judge.  The Scheme allows leave of 
absence for training or competition while remaining in the Service, with access to kit, equipment, 
training facilities, and events. The Elite Athlete Scheme empowers athletes to pursue sporting 
passions while maintaining their beloved military career in roles which demand skills that are 
transferable to sports; from effective communication and teamwork to mental resilience and 
performing under pressure. 
 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE CIVIL POWER: 
 

 

During the afternoon of 28th September, RAF 
Griffin helicopters were scrambled to assist with 
wildfire near to RAF Akrotiri. The helicopters 
from 84 Squadron based at RAF Akrotiri, in Cyprus 
were deployed alongside firefighting crews from 
the Republic of Cyprus to drop water from Bambi 
Buckets that are underslung from the aircraft. The 
Squadron are regularly called upon to extinguish 
battle damaging wildfires alongside other Cypriot 
agencies and train throughout the year to deal with 
the hot Mediterranean climate. 
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The Squadron also conduct search and rescue (SAR) missions, provides rotary lift for force 
protection personnel, and carries out military aid to civilian authorities. 
 
FLYING TO PAKISTANS AID: 
 

 
The Royal Air Force has transported a UK military aid package to support Pakistan following the recent national 
floods. 
 

In September an Atlas A400M aircraft delivered the UK Ministry of Defence provision of eight general 
purpose boats with outboard engines and repair kits, and ten portable electricity generators. The 
heavy lift aircraft flew from RAF Brize Norton and landed in Pakistan Air Force Base Nur Khan, 
where the military aid package was received by Pakistan’s ground crews. The provision followed a 
multinational request from the Pakistan authorities for additional aid. This military aid was provided 
in addition to the UK government’s further commitment to flood relief in the country. “Our thoughts 
remain with all those impacted by the flooding in Pakistan. Responding to humanitarian crises across 
the globe, helping our partners in their hour of need, is what our Armed Forces do best and I’m proud 
that we were able to respond to Pakistan’s request for help rapidly with the assistance of the RAF.” 
James Heappey MP Armed Forces Minister 
 
RUSSIAN RETREAT AND RETALIATION: 
 

Ukrainian troops have started liberating eastern Luhansk, as Vladimir Putin for the first time publicly 
acknowledged military setbacks in the annexed territories. Footage shared online appeared to show 
Kyiv's forces raising a Ukrainian flag in the village of Hrekivka. Follow the latest developments in 
Telegraph live blog, as Kyiv's forces also gain ground in the Donetsk region and on the southern 
front. In his report from Kherson, senior foreign correspondent Roland Oliphant says that Volodymyr 
Zelensky's forces are now within striking distance of a key Russian supply road. And The Telegraph 
has been told that a Russian soldier was allegedly shot in the back by his comrades after trying to 
surrender. Meanwhile, it has emerged that a wheelchair bound Russian man with spinal muscular 
atrophy has been ordered to mobilise for the war in Ukraine amid the chaos of Moscow's military 
draft. Putin's forces have lost roughly 80,000 men since the war began, and the mobilisation process 
has humiliated the Kremlin instead of generating a new supply of soldiers for the front line.                                                                                                                        
Putin has called the attack on the Crimea bridge a "terrorist act" carried out by the Ukrainian secret 
service, paving the way for an escalation in the Kremlin's response. Putin made his first comments 
about Saturday's explosion in an unscheduled 33-second video address late on Sunday night.                                                  
"There is no doubt. This is an act of terrorism aimed at destroying critically important civilian 
infrastructure," the Russian president said in the broadcast, published on the Kremlin's Telegram 
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channel. Broadcasting live from a downtown rooftop on Monday, the BBC's man in Kyiv had 
just warned that Vladimir Putin was about to take revenge. Seconds later, his voice was drowned 
out by the sound of an incoming missile, forcing him to dive for cover as a thunderous explosion 
shook the city. It was one of more than 80 missiles to rain down across Ukraine on Monday, as Putin 
replied to yet another military humiliation with one of his heaviest bombardments yet, followed by 
“Kamikaze drones” (Telegraph) 
 
NO LIGHTS AND EXPENSIVE FLIGHTS HURT SA TOURISM: 
 

 
 

 South Africa's tourism sector, hurt by two summers lost to the pandemic, is hoping for a 
bumper upcoming season. 

 But the country's energy crisis and capacity constraints among domestic airlines, leading to 
higher airfares, have dampened expectations. 

 Locals, who rescued the country's tourism sector during heightened international travel bans, 
are especially hard-hit.  

 Safety and security a key issue, thrown into relief by the murder of a German tourist en route 
to Kruger 

 For more stories, go to "https://www.businessinsider.co.za/" \t "_blank" 
 

South Africa's embattled tourism sector hopes for a bumper summer season, the first in two years 
without pandemic-induced restrictions. But the scourge of load shedding and capacity constraints 
among local airlines dampen expectations. South Africa expects to welcome an influx of international 
tourists this upcoming summer. And although the sheer volumes of overseas arrivals are unlikely to 
recover to pre-pandemic levels, those coming will be spending a lot more. Although most 
international travel restrictions have eased and airlines are slowly returning to the skies at 
frequencies last seen in 2019, South Africa faces a set of specific challenges in luring tourists back. 
The July unrest did some reputational damage, as do ongoing safety and security issues. South 
Africa's energy crisis is also having a negative impact on tourism and hospitality businesses while, 
at the same time, giving some would be visitors second thoughts. "When looking at the recovery of 
the industry across the continent, load shedding is placing an additional burden on South Africa's 
ability to recover at the same rate," said Daniel Trappler, senior director of development for Southern 
Africa at the Radisson Hotel Group, while recently speaking at the Africa Property Investment 
Hospitality Forum. While the country grapples with its worst-ever bout of load shedding, delays in a 
shipment of diesel to Eskom and delivery of aviation fuel to Cape Town International  have 
exacerbated problems facing the tourism industry. The fuel shortage at Cape Town International 
Airport is the latest in a long list of setbacks for the aviation sector. The demise of airlines as a result 
of the Covid-19 pandemic – Comair, with Kulula.com and local British Airways flights, being the most 
notable loss – has constrained domestic seat capacity, making flights, especially those closer to the 
date of departure, much more expensive. Rising jet fuel prices, which surged by more than 70% 
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during the first half of the year, have added to higher airfares. "Diminishing lights and flights" are 
having a negative impact on South Africa, said Trappler, who added that the current hyper-
inflationary environment, especially in the construction and energy industries, made investment 
decisions for hotel developers difficult. Domestic travel, which was the only ray of light for SA’s 
struggling tourism industry during the period of heightened international travel bans, is likely to suffer 
most from the rising costs of local flights and loadshedding's economic knock-on. These local 
travelers have changed their behaviour when moving around the country, according to experts 
speaking at panel discussions during the Africa Property Investment Hospitality Forum. "They 
explained that whilst [local] individuals book longer stays, they travel a lot less frequently," said 
Radisson in a statement on Friday. "All experts on the panel agreed that the pandemic was a 
humbling experience, teaching them to prioritise and value local travellers as much, if not more than 
international travellers, as these individuals were their saving grace during the pandemic when 
international travel to South Africa was banned." (Business Insider) 
 
BEATING THE DEMON: 
 

 
 

October 10th 1947; Chuck Yeager was dropped from the B-29 mothership on his seventh powered 
flight in the X-1. Yeager fired all four chambers of his engine in rapid sequence and quickly 
accelerated towards that ol' demon that lived beyond the sound barrier. As his rocket plane 
approached 0.94 Mach, Yeager’s controls suddenly ceased to function. Shock waves running across 
the plane’s control surfaces acted like concrete and froze the controls. Yeager kept his cool and 
deselected the plane’s rockets in an attempt to slow the X-1 down and dump the remaining fuel. 
After regaining control at lower speeds, Yeager glided his now unpowered rocket plane back in to 
the dry lakebed to an uneventful landing. Engineers expected that as the rocket plane reached the 
sound barrier, its nose would pitch up or down, but at 0.94 Mach, Chuck had lost any authority over 
the plane’s elevator. Without it, he could not correct for whatever pitch change might occur at Mach 
1. It was Jack Ridley who came up with the solution that by changing the X-1's moving horizontal 
tail angle of incidence in small increments, he could potentially control his aircraft without having to 
rely on the elevator. This had never been attempted at extreme speeds, but Yeager was willing to 
give it a try on the next flight... where Yeager did in fact beat that Ol' demon, on October 14th 1947 
and earned that steak dinner at Pancho's Happy Bottom Riding Club. "There was a demon that lived 
in the air. They said whoever challenged him would die. Their controls would freeze up, their planes 
would buffet wildly, and they would disintegrate. The demon lived at Mach 1 on the meter, 750 miles 
an hour, where the air could no longer move out of the way. He lived behind a barrier through which 
they said no man could ever pass. They called it: The sound barrier. Then, they built a small plane, 
the X-1, to try and break the sound barrier. And men came to the High Desert in California to ride it. 
They were called test pilots. And no one knew their names then." Chuck Yeager was one of them, 
and recalled the event: “I had flown at supersonic speeds for 18 seconds. There was no buffet, no 
jolt, no shock. Above all, no brick wall to smash into. I was alive. And although it was never entered 
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in the pilot report, the casualness of invading a piece of space no man had ever visited was best 
reflected in the radio chatter. I had to tell somebody, anybody, that we'd busted straight through the 
sound barrier. But transmissions were restricted. "Hey Ridley!" I called. "Make another note. There's 
something wrong with this Machmeter. It's gone completely screwy!" "If it is, we'll fix it," Ridley 
replied, catching my drift. "But personally, I think you're seeing things." www.Sierrahotel.net 
 
AVRO ARROW: 
 

 
 

On this day (4 October) in aviation history, The Avro Canada CF-105 Arrow was rolled out for the 
first time in 1957. The CF-105 was a delta-winged interceptor designed and built by Avro Canada, 
and considered by many, to be far ahead of its time, with projected near-Mach 2 speeds at altitudes 
of 50,000 feet. Sadly, on 20 February 1959, the CF-105 Arrow program (and its Iroquois engines) 
was abruptly halted, and a short two months later, the entire assembly line, tooling, existing airframes 
and engines were ordered to be destroyed. Nothing survived, not even a blueprint. The Arrow was 
the culmination of a series of design studies begun in 1953 that examined improved versions of 
the Avro Canada CF-100 Canuck. After considerable study, the RCAF selected a dramatically more 
powerful design, and serious development began in March 1955. The aircraft was intended to be 
built directly from the production line, skipping the traditional hand-built prototype phase. The first 
Arrow Mk. 1, RL-201, was rolled out to the public on 4 October 1957, the same day as the launch 
of Sputnik 1. Flight testing began with RL-201 on 25 March 1958, and the design quickly 
demonstrated excellent handling and overall performance, reaching Mach 1.9 in level flight. Powered 
by the Pratt & Whitney J75, another three Mk. 1s were completed, RL-202, RL-203 and RL-204. The 
lighter and more powerful Orenda Iroquois engine was soon ready for testing, and the first Mk 2 with 
the Iroquois, RL-206, was ready for taxi testing in preparation for flight and acceptance tests by 
RCAF pilots by early 1959. On 20 February 1959, Prime Minister of Canada John 
Diefenbaker abruptly halted the development of both the Arrow and its Iroquois engines before the 
scheduled project review to evaluate the program could be held.  Canada tried to sell the Arrow to 
the US and Britain, but no agreements were concluded. Two months later the assembly line, tooling, 
plans, existing airframes, and engines were ordered to be destroyed. The cancellation was the topic 
of considerable political controversy at the time, and the subsequent destruction of the aircraft in 
production remains a topic for debate among historians and industry pundits. (Who was Diefenbaker 
really working for? Ed) "This action effectively put Avro out of business and its highly skilled engineering 
and production personnel scattered." Following the cancellation of the Avro Arrow project, CF-105 
Chief Aerodynamicist Jim Chamberlin led a team of 25 engineers to NASA's Space Task Group to 
become lead engineers, program managers, and heads of engineering in NASA's manned space 
programs - Projects Mercury, Gemini and Apollo. The Space Task Group team eventually grew to 
32 Avro engineers and technicians and became emblematic of what many Canadians viewed as a 
"brain drain" to the United States. Among the former Arrow team engineers to go south were Tecwyn 
Roberts (NASA's first Flight Dynamics Officer on Project Mercury and later Director of Networks at 
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Goddard Space Flight Center), John Hodge (Flight Director and Manager on the cancelled 
Space Station Freedom project), Dennis Fielder (Director of Space Station Task Force, later the 
Space Station), Owen Maynard (Chief of the LM engineering office in the Apollo Program Office) 
and Rod Rose (Technical Assistant for the Space Shuttle program). 
 
ALL FOR DIDDLY SQUAT: 
 

 
Jeremy Clarkson has been ordered to shut the restaurant on his Oxfordshire farm despite claiming a “loophole” in the 
law allowed him to open it without planning permission. 

The 62-year-old presenter opened the Diddly Squat Farm’s restaurant in July to rave reviews, with 
customers braving three-hour queues to sample its food. However, the grand opening came amid 
an ongoing planning row with the local Council, which had denied his application to create a 
restaurant on the farm in late 2021. On Thursday 6 October, it emerged that the Top Gear star was 
issued an enforcement notice by West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) in August ordering him 
to shut down the popular eatery. In the enforcement notice, WODC claimed that the parking, toilets, 
traffic, as well as the dining installed by Clarkson’s farm is “visually intrusive and harmful” to the 
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

“There is nothing that a Government can give you that it has not taken from you in the first place” 
(Churchill) 
Johannesburg still looking good in a purple haze of Jacarandas and heat wave... the rains are 
apparently still weeks away… and the certainty of loadshedding a clear and present reality... and 
now with worse water shortages... and the Transnet strike to boot... 
Our next Members lunch will be on Friday 11 November, 12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers... we will 
lay wreaths at the Wall of Remembrance before lunch. As normal, limited wine will be available on 
the table. Price remains R250 per head and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank 
- Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Use your name and “November Lunch” as 
reference, please... Please also note that we are committed to pay for the number of meals booked. 
Look forward to seeing as many as possible...  
Looking further forward, we confirm that Prof Anne Samson, noted author and historian, will be with 
us in December at the Ladies’ Christmas lunch. 
And so... just sit in your own garden and enjoy the balmy Summer evenings, a sundowner, 
everything blooming, the promise of rain and more beautiful sunsets to enjoy, and the night sky 
(especially when the power is off), “and let the rest of the world go by”... and enjoy this edition of 
Ramblings and Hannes Wessels’ piece on HM The Queen... 
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TAILPIECE: 
 

Stanley died in a fire and his body was burned badly. The mortuary needed someone to identify the 
body, so they sent for his two best deer hunting friends, Cooter and Gomer. The three men had 
always hunted and fished together and were long time members of a hunting camp. 
Cooter arrived first, and when the undertaker pulled back the sheet, Cooter said,                                                             
“Yup, his face is burned up pretty bad. You better roll him over.” The mortician rolled him over and 
Cooter said, “Nope, ain't Stanley.” 
The undertaker thought this was rather strange, so he brought Gomer in to confirm the identity of 
the body. Gomer looked at the body and said, “Yup, he's pretty well burnt up. Roll him over.” The 
undertaker rolled him over and Gomer said, “No, it ain't Stanley.” 
The undertaker asked, “How can you tell?” 
Gomer said, “Well, Stanley had two ass-holes.” 
“What! He had two ass-holes?” asked the undertaker. 
“Yup, we never seen 'em, but everybody used to say, there's Stanley with them two ass-holes.” 
 

Mark lives in Delaware, near D.C. He was sick of the world, of Covid-19, of Trump, Putin’s 
belligerence, China, global warming, racial tensions, and the rest of the disturbing stories that occupy 
mainstream media headlines. In short, he was very despondent. So, Mark drove his car into his 
garage, and then sealed every doorway and window as best he could. He got back into his car, 
locked the doors and wound down all the windows, selected his favourite radio station, started the 
car, and revved it to a slow idle. He simply couldn't take it anymore. Two days later, a worried 
neighbour peered through his garage window and saw him slumped in the car. She notified 
Emergency Services, and they broke in, pulling Mark from the car. A little sip of water and, 
surprisingly, he was in perfect condition, but his Tesla had a dead battery. 
Mark is a Democrat... 
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JMPD officials "recklessly" bled the City of Johannesburg budget, while apparently enjoying the 
private use of official City vehicles procured through a contract worth R1.2 billion. These allegations, 
and more, are contained in a cache of documents which point to years of mismanagement, 
irregularities, and possible corruption within the COJ to the tune of R8.2 billion to date. 
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**************************************************************************************************** 
 
GOD BLESS HER MAJESTY: 
 

Like most people I did not know the Queen, but I did know her husband inasmuch as I spent an 
afternoon with Prince Philip at Buckingham Palace almost forty years ago. Being involved in the 
World Wildlife Fund and related associations he wanted to know more about safari hunting and how 
it could be used as a conservation tool in Africa 
 

  
 

Later, I was to be disappointed by events in which Her Majesty played a key role leading to the 
Lancaster House negotiations and the transfer of power to Robert Mugabe. It all unfolded at the 
Commonwealth Conference in Lusaka late 1979. At this point Mrs. Thatcher had promised to 
recognise the April election bringing the first black majority government to power, certified as free 
and fair by Lord Boyd. But this was not well received by the Foreign Office or Commonwealth heads 
of state. Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington was deeply contemptuous of white Rhodesians who he 
relegated to a lower class and loathed Ian Smith. His primary objective was not to find an equitable 
solution to the problem, but to mete out punishment for what he referred to as the ‘vainglorious’ 
behaviour of the Rhodesians. He and President Kaunda solicited the support of the Queen in 
pressuring Mrs. Thatcher to renege on her promise, which she did, and the rest is history. But that 
aside she must surely go down as the most loved public figure in British history. She radiated 

Over several strong gins we talked at length, and I warmed to 
him immediately. During our time together I mentioned the fact 
that my boss was not in London because he was on a murder 
charge for shooting a poacher who was part of a marauding 
armed gang. This threw him a bit and he went into contemplative 
mode; following a silence he asked if it was not possible to use 
a dart-gun in these engagements and thereby avoid using lethal 
force. This suggestion threw me a bit and I explained as politely 
as possible, that taking a dart-gun to a gunfight where the ‘bad 
guys’ had heavy calibre rifles and automatic weapons was not a 
good idea if survival was a consideration. But I saw he had a 
super sense of humour, we found much to laugh about and I left 
the meeting believing the monarchy and the British people were 
fortunate to have him at the side of their Queen. 
 



 12
Christian kindness, compassion, and common decency, honoured her coronation commitment 
to serve her subjects selflessly, and she was a unifying figure throughout her reign. Most Britons are 
going to miss her, and she is impossible to replace. When she came to the throne in June 1953 
much of the empire was intact, Winston Churchill was PM, and a British subject, Edmund Hilary 
planted the Union flag atop Everest becoming the first man to reach that point; the country appeared 
to be on top of the world metaphorically and physically. But it was not as it looked; the socialists 
under Clement Atlee had planted their insidious poison, the Americans did not approve of the 
colonies and being creditors, they had significant leverage. Most importantly, Britons started to lose 
confidence in themselves and their role in the world despite having so much to be proud of. The 
masters of good governance, they had brought a language, literacy, medicine, sophisticated 
administrative and legal systems, and highly competent administrators to previously primitive 
regions of the world, in the process of building the most benign imperial regime in history, but this 
was quickly lost on them and the world. A sense of guilt replaced a sense of pride. Soon the 
unravelling began; in 1957 Ghana became independent under Kwame Nkrumah; in 1960 Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan addressed the South African parliament in Cape Town and explained the 
‘wind of change’ that was gusting across Africa. In the same year, Nigeria and Somaliland attained 
independence. In 1961 Sierra Leone and Tanganyika (Tanzania) lowered the Union Jack, followed 
by Uganda in 1962, Kenya in December 1963, Malawi and Zambia in 1964. No sooner had the band 
stopped playing when Ghana’s economy quickly collapsed, rule by decree was introduced, violence 
followed, and Nkrumah was overthrown in a coup. Nigeria was soon plunged into civil war and the 
looting of one of Africa’s richest countries continues to this day. In Uganda Obote became 
increasingly despotic before being overthrown by Idi Amin who launched a genocide and expelled 
the Indians who powered the economy. In Tanzania, Nyerere dispensed with democracy and 
introduced ‘Ujaama,’ which was another name for Marxism and bankrupted the country. Today it is 
simply preposterous to suggest that Britain’s former colonies are better places for the majority of 
their citizens than they were under the Crown. The mass exodus of Africans heading for Europe is 
clear proof of this. For this disaster, the Queen cannot be blamed; successive governments under 
her followed the same guilt-driven policies of refusing to criticise malevolent regimes, preferring to 
provide boundless succour in financial aid that did little other than buttress the positions of the 
despots. This policy continues to this day and so it appears there is little hope for the people of 
Africa. While the British lost confidence in their ability to rule the world they also appear to have lost 
confidence in their ability to rule themselves. In local government, more and more of the major 
metropoles including the city of London are now being run by immigrants, Muslims of Pakistani 
descent. Whether or not these mayors and councilors may be competent and diligent, their primary 
loyalty is not to the Crown, the country, or their constituents, but to their Prophet. For them to believe 
otherwise constitutes apostasy and a possible death sentence. In what used to be a predominantly 
Christian country this should be a cause for concern but apparently not. At a higher-level people 
from immigrant backgrounds hold a disproportionate number of cabinet posts. The incumbent and 
last two Chancellors of the Exchequer have their roots in countries and cultures that are not known 
for producing politicians that are famous for prudence in managing the public purse. In a country 
that once boasted arguably the best police force in the world, English cities are reporting dramatic 
increases in the levels of crime, particularly violent crime and selective prosecution seems to have 
replaced equal protection by the forces of law and order. Many police officers are now tasked with 
monitoring the internet, paying particular attention to people who may refer to themselves as 
‘patriots’ and offend so-called ‘minorities. White girls have discovered reporting sexual attacks to be 
pointless when the alleged perpetrators are of ‘minority’ descent. The National Health Service is 
acknowledged to be nearing collapse. The Home Office, recently run by Priti Patel, reports that 
undocumented immigrants continue to pour into the country placing additional burdens on the 
English taxpayer. One of the indicators of a country failing its people is access to travel documents; 
it is widely reported that there is a six-month backlog for passports in England. In the words of a 
former Home Secretary, the Home Office is no longer ‘fit for purpose.’ The late monarch probably 
did her best, but the country and the Commonwealth she reigned over is a shambles at best, a 
catastrophe at worst. And there is almost certainly worse to come. King Charles III seems to share 
the view that his country has done little other than plunder and impoverish and that the British people 
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are largely to blame for polluting the world. His message to his subjects seems certain to be one 
of atonement for crimes of the present and past. Sadly, the people from my generation are being 
swept away by the great tide of history. We are in the transition between the old age of empire and 
the new world that has emerged from it. The outcome of benign colonialism was never going to be 
anything other than awful for humanity, not least the unsustainable Third World population explosion 
enabled by western medicine and aid. There are reasons why the British (and more generally 
Europeans) were successful in every dimension of their existence, and why they came to dominate; 
other peoples did not have the intellectual and organisational acumen, let alone technology, to offer 
anything of value other than their natural resources and their labour. And the liberal mindset of post 
WWII Europe has ensured that sameness, no matter how different we might clearly be, is cast in 
stone – and the consequences are rapidly becoming very apparent as western civilisation and 
democracy is dismantled by nihilists. I fear for my children. 
God bless Queen Elizabeth and may He have mercy on us all.  (Hannes Wessels) 
https://africaunauthorised.com/the-elizabethan-legacy/  
 


