
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 138 

25th NOVEMBER 2022 
GREETINGS: 
 

Back on the ranch, the band played on... SA dodges “grey listing” bullet... King Charles receives 
Ramaphosa on State Visit to UK... Eskom wobbled again with Stage 5 in sight as diesel ran dry... 
loadshedding ‘Stages will be more erratic’, warns Eskom (they must really be trying)... lessons from 
the chaos in SAA?... sinkhole in Khutsong (Carleton) cemetery... crime stats show 7000 murders in 
SA in last quarter... top Israeli criminals operated in SA with impunity for last 15 years until Interpol 
sparked arrests... Magistrates Court case held in camera - watch this space... two drunks stole JMPD 
car and impersonated police... ANC’s national jamboree - Game of Cronies... No bribery allowed! 
Eish!... ANC Free State fails to hold conference (where’s Magashule?)... Phala Phala Polka... David 
Mabuza off to Russia – blue light brigade crash kills policeman... kidnapped Adhira Dekta found and 
freed... syndicates “renting out” street kids at traffic lights... SCA orders Zuma back to jail... Janusz 
Walus paroled... Rassie banned – again... Dis-Chem “no-whites” policy officially withdrawn... now 
there’s a thing... mass rabbit deaths in Northern Cape (seriously)... 
Donald’s back on Twitter... multiple shooting in Colorado gay bar... another mass shooting in 
Walmart... Russia's Wagner mercenaries unleashing thermobaric weapons in Ukraine… “Putin 
could make irrational move at any moment”... Russians fire repeatedly on Ukraine nuclear reactor... 
Kyiv power blackout... new “torture sites” and mass graves found... Ukraine launches amphibious 
attack on Russian held territory... Sunak meets Zelensky for first time... Dominic Raab’s “perverse 
culture of fear”... UK taxes highest since 1948... Sturgeon humiliated by Court ruling...  Cop27 agrees 
historic ‘loss and damage’ fund for developing countries... “World Cup of woe”… FIFA’s leader 
reveals himself in all his “marzipan ooze”… Qatar keen to welcome visitors but enraged by media 
coverage – what did the Qataris expect?...  Qatar bans beer from World Cup on eve of event – how 
to win friends and influence people!... “Fans saddened by ban on tournament tipple” – masterly 
understatement... Saudi Arabia humiliates Argentina in Doha... Japan beats Germany... France 
thumps Australia... controversies steadily deepen... Vettel waves F1 goodbye... Theatre of the 
Absurd - Angler lands world’s largest goldfish in French lake (true story).... Harry and Meghan to 
receive human rights award… 
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REMEMBRANCE 2022: 
 

 
The RAF reflected during this poignant period of Remembrance 2022, to commemorate the memory of those who made 
sacrifices for our security and the way we live today. We will not forget those who have served before. 
 

This year marks 104 years since the end of World War One and signing of the Armistice activating 
peace negotiations, on 11 November 1918. Many Remembrance services were held across the UK, 
with RAF aviators wearing the poppy to mark their respects and laying wreaths at memorial sites as 
the RAF remembered those who had fallen. Air Officer Wales, Air Commodore Adrian Williams, 
attended the opening of the Cardiff Field of Remembrance to mark the start of Remembrance 
events. Rows of crosses adorned the grounds in front of Cardiff Castle, featuring the names of 
some who paid the ultimate sacrifice for their country. 
 
EXERCISE JEBEL SAHARA: 
 

 

A Royal Air Force Atlas transport aircraft has flown from Oxfordshire to Morocco to parachute 
essential supplies to British soldiers on the ground, in what is the longest-range airdrop performed 
by the RAF’s Atlas Force. The Atlas A400M departed from RAF Brize Norton and a few hours later 
was 1,400 miles away dropping multiple packages to a small drop zone near Marrakech. Once on 
the ground the packages, known as Container Delivery Systems or CDS, were collected by 
paratroopers from the British Army’s 2nd Battalion The Parachute Regiment, known as 2 Para, as 
part of Exercise Jebel Sahara. This Exercise has seen 2 Para working in Morocco alongside troops 
from 2e Brigade d'Infanterie Parachutiste. The dispatched packages had a variety of supplies, 
including a quad bike, vehicle trailer and rations, that were vital for the paratroopers to continue 
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operating with their Moroccan counterparts. The three-week exercise near Marrakesh has 
provided an opportunity for the paratroopers to learn from the Royal Moroccan Armed Forces’ 
experience of operating in the hot, dry and demanding conditions of the desert. In return, 2 Para 
have shared their hard-earned skills in patrolling, both on foot and in vehicles, as well as 
marksmanship, demolitions and casualty care. (RAF News) 
 
OPERATION ACHILLEAN: 
 

  
Royal Air Force F-35B Lightning jets from RAF Marham have landed aboard HMS Queen Elizabeth to conduct exercises 
over the North Sea as part of Operation Achillean. 
 

HMS Queen Elizabeth is leading a powerful Carrier Strike Group of warships, helicopters 
and Lightning F35b stealth jets as part of Operation Achillean. During the deployment, the Carrier 
Strike Group will work closely with NATO and Joint Expeditionary Force allies as the UK underscores 
its commitment to safeguarding European security. During the deployment, the F-35B Lightning jets 
from 617 Squadron will carry out flying operations, while helicopters from 815, 820, 825 and 845 
Naval Air Squadrons undertake sorties from a bustling flight deck. The deployment of 617 Squadron 
builds on a range of operations and exercises with Joint Expeditionary Force Allies this year for the 
Royal Air Force. Most recently this has seen both F-35s and Typhoons, together with Voyagers 
carrying out exercises with Joint Expeditionary Force Allies Finland and Norway. “This latest 
deployment of 617 Squadron demonstrates once again that our personnel are equally at home 
conducting air operations from land or sea. The flexibility, precision and operational focus of 617 
Squadron, operating alongside our international allies, is something the UK can be immensely proud 
of, the F-35 is a formidable combat capability.” Group Captain Marr, Commander Lightning, RAF 
Marham (RAF News) 
 
HMS IRON DUKE: 
 

 

There is life and laughter in the mess 
decks and cabins of HMS Iron Duke for 
the first time in over three years as the 
frigate becomes the latest to near the 
end of a massive overhaul. The ship is 
the third warship to bear the name, her 
predecessor being the Flagship at the 
Battle of Jutland. They are named after 
the Duke of Wellington, known 
popularly as the “Iron Duke”                                                                                                 
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Upwards of 160 sailors from the youngest able seamen to experienced senior ratings and 
Commanding Officer Charlie Wheen have moved on board the frigate for the final phase of a huge 
refit which ensures the ship keeps pace with the latest developments in naval warfare and operations 
- as well as ensuring her engineering systems are ready for the rigours of global operations, and her 
living spaces match the expectations and requirements of sailors in 2022. The ship, currently in the 
basin by the frigate refit complex in Devonport, is the first to benefit from Operation Baton (T23) - 
the crew of a ship entering refit transfer to one coming to the end of a maintenance period to help 
regenerate it. In this instance, the crew of HMS Argyll filed off their frigate back in May, since when 
they’ve been working with defence industry partner, Babcock, to ready Iron Duke for renewed front-
line duties. Having seen extensive service around the world in an active career going back to 1993 
as one of the older ships in her class, Iron Duke received the most comprehensive engineering job 
on her hull of all the Type 23 frigates to undergo the LIFEX (Life Extension) revamp. To ensure she 
remains at the cutting edge of naval operations, a string of warfare and system upgrades have been 
carried out, including installing the Sea Ceptor air defence missile system, preparation to carry the 
Future Anti-Ship Guided Weapons - Martlet and Sea Venom anti-ship missiles carried by Wildcat 
helicopters - as well as numerous communication and navigation upgrades. The crew will work with 
Babcock and contractors to prepare and calibrate those systems before the Portsmouth-based 
warship returns to sea, currently planned for February next year. To mark moving back on board, 
the ship’s company mustered for a ceremonial raising of the Colours. “I am extremely proud of the 
work that has been completed by my ship’s company and all supporting partners to get us to this 
point,” said Commander Wheen. “This is an exciting milestone; the first step on our journey back to 
sea, and the moment we start breathing life back into the ship. We are itching to get into the next 
phase of the project, preparing the ship and crew for the highly-anticipated ‘ready for sea date.’ We 
are reminded today of HMS Iron Duke’s proud heritage, and it is a great privilege to be the custodians 
of her future.” (Seanews) 
 

RED ARROWS STATEMENT: 
 

 
 
The inquiry recommended a variety of measures to improve behaviours and culture on the 
unit.  Many of these recommendations have already been implemented and all are being pursued 
as a priority. They included actions to improve understanding of what is and isn’t acceptable and 
how to stop unacceptable behaviours. The whole team has received extensive training on 
unacceptable behaviours and ‘Walk on By’ cultures.  Additional training on unacceptable behaviours 
has also recently been implemented across the Royal Air Force. The RAF commends the actions of 
all those who came forward to provide the inquiry and subsequent investigations with their evidence. 
It is important for unacceptable behaviour to be called out and reported wherever and whenever it 
is encountered. We take all allegations of unacceptable behaviour extremely seriously and will 

“Following allegations from individuals 
within the RAF Aerobatics Team (The 
Red Arrows), an Inquiry was initiated that 
revealed a broad range of unacceptable 
behaviours. The RAF Police Special 
Investigations Branch investigated 
specific allegations and whilst there were 
no criminal cases to be answered, we 
continue to look into the circumstances 
that led to the inquiry. To date, several 
RAF personnel have been investigated 
under the RAF’s Major Administrative 
Action Procedures. These investigations 
have resulted in a range of outcomes up 
to and including dismissals from the 
RAF.                                                                                                                         
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continue to take decisive action against anyone who fails to uphold our high standards, in 
accordance with the Ministry of Defence’s Zero Tolerance Policy”.   (RAF News) 
 
ARTEMIS: 
 

 
 
 
The capsule is expected to splash down at sea on 11 December. "Today, we got to witness the 
world's most powerful rocket take the Earth by its edges and shake the wicked out of it. And it was 
quite a sight," Artemis mission manager Mike Sarafin told a post-launch NASA briefing, using words 
from biblical Scripture. Aside from some minor instrument issues, "this system is performing exactly 
as we intended it to," Sarafin said. Liftoff came on the third try at launching the multibillion-dollar 
rocket - 29 August and 3 September attempts were aborted - after 10 weeks beset by technical 
mishaps, back-to-back hurricanes and two excursions trundling the spacecraft out of its hangar to 
the launch pad. Wednesday's launch was not without its own drama. About four hours before 
blastoff, crews had to deal with a flurry of issues including a leaky fuel valve. Quick work by a special 
"red team" of technicians, who tightened down a loose connection on the launch pad well inside the 
"blast zone" demarcated around a nearly fully fueled rocket, was credited with saving the launch. 
The mission marks the first flight of the combined SLS rocket and the Orion capsule together, built 
by Boeing Co and Lockheed Martin Corp, respectively, under contract with NASA. It signals an 
ambitious change in direction for NASA's post-Apollo human spaceflight program after decades 
focused on low-Earth orbit with space shuttles and the International Space Station. (NASA) 
 
CONCORDE: 
 

   

With a dash of launch-pad heroics and 8.8 million 
pounds (about 4 million kg) of thrust, NASA's colossal 
new rocket soared into space for the first time early on 
Wednesday 16 November, sending a next-generation 
capsule on a crewless voyage around the moon and 
back 50 years after the final Apollo lunar mission. 
The US space agency's much-delayed and highly 
anticipated launch from Florida kicked off Apollo's 
successor program, Artemis, aimed at returning 
astronauts to the lunar surface this decade and 
establishing a sustainable base there as a 
steppingstone to future human exploration of Mars. The 
32-story-tall Space Launch System (SLS) rocket blasted 
off from NASA's Kennedy Space Center at 01:47 EST 
(06:47 GMT), piercing the blackness over Cape 
Canaveral with a reddish-orange tail of fire as crowds of 
spectators cheered and screamed. About 90 minutes 
later, the rocket's upper stage propelled the Orion 
capsule out of Earth orbit and on its trajectory to the 
moon, NASA said. The three-week Artemis I mission 
entails a 25-day Orion flight bringing the capsule to 
within about 60 miles (97 km) of the lunar surface before 
flying about 40 000 miles (64 400 km) beyond the moon 
and looping back to Earth. 
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The Sun rising in the west, and shining through Concorde G-BOAE’s visor, as we travelled faster than the Earth 
rotates between London and Boston on 8th October 2003.  The flight set a new record for a flight from Heathrow to the 
US – just 3hrs 5mins 34secs. Captain Mike Bannister has spent more time flying at supersonic speeds than anyone else 
in history, spending longer on the other side of the sound barrier than most of the world’s air forces put together. 
 

Looking back on my 22 years as a Concorde pilot, I'm still amazed that people used to stop, look up 
and stare as she flew over. Even in areas where Concorde would operate up to eight times a day, 
people still watched, proudly. I think the reason is twofold. Firstly, the aeroplane appeals to both 
sides of the brain. To the artistic side and to the technical side. Clearly, she's beautiful, and everyone 
was aware of the ‘gee-whizz’ things that she could do. Faster than a rifle bullet, on the edge of space 
where the sky got darker and you could see the curvature of the Earth, 23 miles a minute, a mile 
every two-and three-quarter seconds. She could travel faster than the Earth rotates. So quickly that, 
in the spring and autumn, we could cross the Atlantic and watch the sunrise in the West, arriving in 
New York one hour and 40 minutes before we took off from London. But it wasn't just these amazing 
statistics that grabbed everybody's attention. The research and development costs for Concorde 
were paid jointly by the British and the French governments - or should I say taxpayers, the British 
and French people. Consequently, most people had a feeling of ownership of Concorde. That feeling 
of ownership generated so much interest. They followed the Concorde story avidly and are still 
captivated by this beautiful aircraft today. From a pilot's perspective she was an absolute joy to fly. 
More like a thoroughbred racehorse than a riding school hack. Or a sports car rather than a truck. 
You could fly her just with your fingertips through take off, climb, acceleration, supersonic cruise, 
descent and landing. And, of course, we got the same benefits as our customers. When we arrived 
in New York at 9:20 in the morning, having taken off from London at 11am, it really did feel like mid-
morning. You felt well, and ready to take on the day. Part of that, of course, was because of the 
speed, but part of it was due to the pressurisation within the cabin. Concorde's cabin was pressurised 
to an equivalent altitude of around 5,000ft compared to 8,000ft in a conventional subsonic jet – and 
we crossed the Atlantic in just three hours and 20 minutes. So, you spent just over three hours up a 
5,000ft hill rather than eight hours up an 8,000ft mountain. That really did make a difference. When 
you arrived you really felt in top form, which is why Concorde appealed to so many business people. 
Many think that Concorde was a celebrity's aircraft. She was, but only to a small extent. 80% of our 
passengers were on business, 10% were ‘rich and famous’, with 5% in the sports, leisure, and 
entertainment industries. The final 5% were on their ‘trip-of-a-lifetime’. She was really a business 
tool, enabling senior executives of international companies to do in two days what would otherwise 
take four. For those folks time really was money. Although a Concorde ticket cost more than a 
conventional ticket, the overall cost of a trip would be significantly less, not to mention the cost of 
their time. Mike's book, Concorde: The Thrilling Account of History’s Most Extraordinary Airliner” was 
published in September 2022 and is available from all good stockists. (ISBN-13:  978-0241557006) 
 
JUDGE TSHIFHIWA MAUMELA: 
 

  
 

The broadcasts of the Senzo 
Meyiwa trial are providing some 
great “reality TV”, not least because 
of the exchanges between the 
presiding Judge and some of the 
Legal Counsel... The media has 
been allowed to cover the 
proceedings of the murder trial 
against the five men accused of 
killing former Bafana Bafana and 
Orlando Pirates goalkeeper, Senzo 
Meyiwa. However, the media was 
kicked out of Court last Wednesday 
afternoon, after the face of the 
State’s third witness, Tumelo 
Madlala, was shown on camera. 
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Madlala is Meyiwa’s childhood friend and was present on the night the footballer was fatally shot 
in Vosloorus, east of Johannesburg, on 26 October 2014. Madlala’s face briefly appeared on the live 
broadcast feed when presiding Judge Tshifhiwa Maumela was leaving his bench in the North 
Gauteng High Court in Pretoria, after adjourning the trial for a lunch break. Judge Maumela had 
earlier ruled that Madlala’s face should not be shown on camera or in photographs while he is 
testifying. Maumela refused to allow the media to be present during the trial proceedings until the 
person who was responsible for showing Madlala’s was identified. “I’m not continuing this trial with 
the person who offended still inside [the courtroom], I’m not doing that. “That person, whatever the 
effect and the extent of the footage, that person should leave this courtroom now. If we don’t know 
who it is, all media are going out now,” he said. Judge Maumela on Thursday morning, then met with 
the legal representatives of different media houses in his chambers and a decision was reached to 
allow the media back into the courtroom. It’s understood that media houses receive their live 
broadcast feed from the SABC’s pool feed, which means news channels like eNCA and Newzroom 
Afrika receive their live visuals from the public broadcaster. 
 
INSIDE THE BEAST: 
 

South Africa is currently experiencing the worst year of load shedding on record, exacerbated by 
continued breakdowns and hampered maintenance at power utility Eskom. A maintenance worker 
has been arrested for sabotaging one of its units at the Camden power station. The group said that 
the perpetrator is employed by a maintenance company working at the station and intentionally 
removed the bearing oil drain plug from the bearing, causing the oil burners to trip repeatedly. “This 
malicious act caused all the oil to drain out from the bearing, thus damaging the bearing, which, in 
turn, prevented the mills from operating optimally. Camden unit 4 subsequently tripped after losing 
the mills,” Eskom said. The incident occurred on 10 November, and a case of sabotage has been 
opened for investigation by the South African Police Service. Eskom said that internal investigations 
led to the culprit being identified and questioned about the incident. Evidence was obtained, and the 
perpetrator confessed, saying he intentionally removed the plug to cause the trip to ensure that his 
employer would be awarded additional maintenance and repair jobs at the station. “It is 
disheartening to find that some of our contractors are unscrupulous, have malicious intent and are 
willing to plunge the country into further load shedding at a time when the electricity grid is highly 
constrained,” Eskom said. “We have always suspected that some of our maintenance contractors 
and employees are behind these acts of sabotage. We shall continuously work with the law 
enforcement agencies to bring these insiders to book and ensure justice is meted out.” The arrest 
follows two other arrests this past week where contractor truck drivers were apprehended in 
possession of stolen coal. Presenting to the Standing Committee on Public Accounts (Scopa) in 
October, Eskom highlighted its plight against high-level crime at its power stations, detailing the 
operations of coal thieves, copper cable thieves and incidents of sabotage within the company. 
Eskom has roped in the help of the Special Investigative Unit (SIU) and the Directorate for Priority 
Crime Investigation (Hawks) to investigate several high-profile incidents and ongoing issues with 
employees over the last few years. The SIU said identified collusion among transporters to mix poor-
quality coal from certain mines with good-quality coal from others. This ensures that contractually 
required quantities are delivered to the power stations. “Due to the fact that coal quality is often not 
tested once the coal is delivered to the power station, it is not possible to identify the source of the 
sub-standard coal,” it said. The Hawks, meanwhile, is investigating several alleged crimes, including 
the theft of coal, the theft of diesel, the theft of cables, bomb threats, fraud and corruption, sabotage 
and various others. One case highlighted by the Hawks involved diesel worth R200,000 stolen from 
Kriel Power Stations, where transporters colluded with Eskom weighbridge clerks to steal the fuel. 
The receiving officer let the transporter drive out after weighing the diesel load, and the fuel was put 
in a different truck at a farm down the road. The transporter then drove back to the power station, 
weighing an empty load in and out masses were registered, and the receiving officer acknowledged 
receipt of the diesel, but it was never delivered. “Eskom will then pay the diesel bill of the fuel it has 
never received,” the Hawks said. “The driver, after selling the diesel, will be paid either cash or 
electronically.” National power utility Eskom has announced that a suspect linked to a bomb threat 
directed at the company’s chief operating officer Jan Oberholzer, has been arrested. The arrest 
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follows a threat being made earlier this year in May from an unknown cellphone number. 
According to the company’s internal Security Investigations team and the South African Police 
Service (SAPS), the suspect used an unregistered sim card to send the message. On Friday (18 
November), the Hawks contracted investigations from Bidvest Protea Coin, traced and then arrested 
a 27-year-old male suspect in the Vosman area at eMalahleni, Mpumalanga, said Eskom. “The 
targeting of Eskom executives and employees who are focused and hard at work during these 
difficult times is very disturbing. Such acts of criminality are malicious, and Eskom takes them 
seriously,” said Advocate Karen Pillay, the general manager of security at the utility. “This nature 
and level of threats, therefore, demand that they focus on their safety and that of their families 
instead, distracting them from the critical task their jobs demand of them. This is not the first case of 
an employee being threatened, said the advocate. 
 
MEMBERS NEWS: 
 

DR John Ledger on 20 November, wrote reporting his progress: 
“Dear family and friends -A big step forward today as I have been moved from ICU to a ‘General’ 
ward, although ‘general’ does not mean ‘many’ as there are only two old men squeezed into an 
impossibly small space in which only two new-born kittens could be swung with any confidence. 
There must be a whole sub-discipline of architecture devoted to the science of designing hospital 
rooms to accommodate the maximum volume of human beans. I have a big north-facing window on 
the first floor and can see trees, blue skies and some emerging cumulonimbus clouds. What an 
improvement! There are also a lot of large dragonflies in the air, and I suspect this second La Nina 
wet summer will bring lots of the species that migrates from India to Africa. Remarkable creatures! I 
have now had all the drips removed and I am off oxygen. Any medication required is orally 
administered. The dressing on my neck was replaced this morning. I suspect it will require a few 
more changes as the incision heals. One of the vascular surgeons told me yesterday that he does 
not think anything more is required from their side. It is now up to my specialist physician, Dr John 
Tilley, to monitor me and say when I can go home. Needless to say, I cannot wait! But I cannot 
stress enough the world-class care I have received here at the Wits Donald Gordon Mediclinic 
[WDGM] hospital. There is much work awaiting my attention when I get home. Fortunately, our 
WESSA team finished off African Wildlife & Environment magazine # 82 before I hit the deck.  
Without indecorous promotion, this is a unique publication worthy of subscribing to by anyone 
interested in the state of South African wildlife. I do hope this will be my last newsletter from hospital. 
Many thanks and blessings to all of you who have held me in your thoughts. 
Please share widely. 
Love and kind regards, John. 
 
ACROSS THE BORDER: 
 

  

“Many South African men live with the dichotomy of having fought 
in an immoral, inexplicable, illogical and politically inspired war, 
yet have fierce pride in the sense of camaraderie which they 
experienced with their fellow combatants. War can never be 
justified. The politicians will try to, dressing it up in high minded 
rhetoric, appealing to the sense of patriotism and duty, but the 
politician never fight the wars: they just send men to die.” These 
are Norman McFarlane’s sentiments on his time in Angola serving 
first as a 19-year-old national serviceman conscript from October 
1975 to January 1976 in Operational Savannah, and the second 
in the form of a three-month camp from January to April 1979. 
McFarlane starts off Across the Border with a great account of 
basic training and subsequent gunnery training, and the rigidity 
and absurdity of military life, such as conscripts being allocated 
just three squares of toilet paper per bodily movement and being 
forced to buy more TP from the Army, or the Army briefly 
allocating soldiers two meals a day to save money. 
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Once basic training was over, McFarlane fought during the invasion of Angola at places like Luso 
and Silva Porto before South African forces were withdrawn south. There was much dissatisfaction 
at this as the soldiers believed they could have taken Angola’s capital Luanda. “Our lack of 
understanding of the strategic position of the SA Forces and the broader geopolitical situation 
notwithstanding, our outrage is perhaps understandable. What pissed us off was the futility of our 
time up there, and the mockery it made of the death and injury of so many of our comrades in arms,” 
McFarlane writes. Professor Michael Kahn writes of McFarlane in the foreword: “The imperative to 
stay alive and in one-piece displaced thoughts as to the logic of being engaged in Pretoria’s secret 
war. He was exhilarated, scared, terrified, casevaced. The process left him with undiagnosed post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). His book is testament to his acknowledgment of the condition and 
his strength in dealing with it.” 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Taking a walk along the Northcliff Ridge very early on Sunday morning, I “raised my eyes to the hills” 
as the Psalmist did. The view of the ancient Magaliesberg to the North was clear thanks to the rain, 
and a good Southerly breeze blowing all the clag away to the North. Guineafowl clucked and scolded 
just below me - wily survivors in the eco-park on the North frontage of the Ridge... all was peaceful 
and quiet apart from the sound of the wind and guineafowl... Eye and heart were lifted up. I 
understood again why the Randlords built their mansions along Parktown Ridge, to take advantage 
of the same view, as opposed to the clamour, noise and dust of the gold mines to the South of that 
ridge... 
This year has flown by and Christmas is in sight… Our next lunch, and last for this year, will be the 
Ladies’ Christmas lunch on Friday 2 December. Our Speaker will be Prof Anne Samson, noted 
author and historian. We will hold the price at R250 per head and we request you to pay by EFT to 
our account - Nedbank - Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Use your name and 
“December Lunch” as reference, please... This lunch is likely to be fully subscribed, so please book 
early! Look forward to seeing a “full house”... 
The war in Ukraine carries on, with more lessons to learn - see the article at the end of these 
Ramblings. 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

Three great forces rule the world: stupidity, fear and greed.”  (Attributed to Einstein) 
 

'I took magic mushrooms at 64 and the fog I've lived under my whole life lifted' 
 

ON THIN ICE: 
A blonde wanted to try out ice fishing. She went out and purchased all the gear she would need and 
headed to a local spot to try to catch some fish. She went out onto the ice with her gear and after 
getting comfy on the stool, she started to cut a circular hole in the ice as she had seen on the internet. 
As she was cutting, she heard a voice from the heavens speak out, saying, "THERE ARE NO FISH 
UNDER THE ICE." The blonde was startled. She stood up and looked around but saw no one. 
Cautiously, she moved a little further out onto the ice and set up in a different spot. She sipped some 
hot chocolate from her thermos and then started cutting another hole. Again, the voice called out, 
seemingly from all around her: "THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE." Now feeling quite scared 
and starting to get a bit frustrated, she moved all the way to the far end of the ice and laid out all her 
gear, sat upon her stool and started cutting another hole. Right away, the heavenly voice boomed 
out, this time louder than ever, "THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE ICE!" She jumped off her stool 
and looked all around her. She shouted to the heavens, "IS THAT YOU, LORD?" The voice 
answered, "NO. THIS IS THE MANAGER OF THE ICE SKATING RINK. THERE ARE NO FISH 
UNDER THE ICE!" 
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*************** 
 
WAR IN UKRAINE HAS DISPLAYED THE POWER OF THE DRONE: 
 

The noisy buzzing of the Iranian-made drones Russia has been using to smash power and water 
facilities in Ukraine is said to have earned them the nickname “flying lawnmowers of death.” Noisy, 
but effective. Russia’s use of these kamikaze flying bombs against infrastructure is recent, but both 
sides have been using unmanned spying and attack vehicles - Ukraine to largely greater effect - 
ever since the invasion by Moscow’s forces in February. The large-scale deployment makes this not 
the first, but the biggest and most visible “drone war” the world has yet seen. That has brought to 
wider attention an evolution in warfare under way for some years. The US has used drones in Iraq 
and Afghanistan in surveillance and counter-terrorist operations. They have featured in conflicts in 
Libya, Syria, and Ethiopia; Azerbaijan used them decisively against Armenian forces in Nagorno-
Karabakh in 2020. Their proliferation is also shifting the dynamics of the defence industry. Military 
advances long tended to emerge from within the military-industrial complexes of leading powers. 
Some of today’s drones come instead from private start-ups and countries, such as Iran and Turkey, 
that are not historically big arms exporters. Military-use drones can be cobbled together, too, from 
commercial products. A maritime drone that washed up in Crimea in September, similar to those 
later used to attack Russia’s Black Sea fleet in Sevastopol, appeared to be equipped with a 
Canadian jet ski engine and a Soviet-era detonator. One unproven theory behind recent, mysterious 
thefts of dozens of roadside speed cameras in Sweden is that they ended up in homemade Russian 
drones in Ukraine. Flows of such weapons are difficult to track. They are also a comparatively cheap 
way of acquiring airborne reconnaissance and combat abilities not just for poorer countries but for 
non-state actors such as militias or insurgent groups, terrorists and organised crime. Air defences 
to shoot them down are relatively expensive, and the ability to deploy “swarms” of drones means 
they can evade such systems by creating more targets than can be tracked and intercepted at once. 
Advanced militaries are starting to see the technological edge their superior surveillance capabilities 
have long given them being eroded. They also need to rethink how they equip their forces. Russia’s 
assault on Ukraine has shown the age of mass tank battles is not past. But armies must be able to 
fight many different types of war and provide more extensive and decentralised air defences for their 
troops. “If the 2003 invasion of Iraq were to happen today,” says Sam Cranny-Evans of the Royal 
United Services Institute think-tank, “British armed forces would be very hard pushed to resist the 
drone attacks they would be likely to face.” One Rubicon not so far crossed in Ukraine is to use 
drones autonomously, allowing them to identify and destroy targets without human command. They 
are not the biggest cause of deaths; artillery and tanks are. But drone technology is already starting 
to be married with artificial intelligence, opening up a nightmarish future of armies of “killer robots.” 
A UN body has drawn up guidelines and worked on a potential embargo on such weapons. China,  
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the US and others seem unlikely ever to accept a ban, fearing their adversaries would press on with 
such technologies regardless. The best hope may be for conventions that limit how they may be 
used, just as anti-personnel landmines are officially banned but anti-tank mines are not. Sadly, 
Russia’s war crimes in Ukraine are only the latest demonstration that conventions in warfare are 
often honoured more in the breach than the observance. 
(Financial Times Weekend 12 Nov. 2022, sent in by Rob Tannahill) 
 


