
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 139 

2nd DECEMBER 2022 
GREETINGS: 
 

Black Friday: Large shopper turnout as Game's first Black Friday midnight in 3 years came and went, 
strangely muted because of the cost of living crisis... Sisulu pre-Conference comments ‘a sign of 
lack of discipline’... Ramaphosa’s State Visit to the UK made some interesting headlines - a UK 
columnist says Ramaphosa “not one of life’s charmers - dreadful fellow”... Mpofu slams 
Parliamentary inquiry for saying Mkhwebane must appear in January... Prasa’s resounding fall from 
grace... first Soweto commuter rail line reopens... Hlope’s racist land rant... Taxi violence reaches 
boiling point in Cape Town... Vice President Mabuza buys executive jet... Tembisa's big stink: 
residents “drowning in filth”... just like Durban beaches... massive theft of indigenous plants and 
seeds by Saudis... major fires in Eastern Cape - Nelson Mandela Bay... Zuma and Sheik: modern 
day medical miracles... Fraser to get off scot-free for Zuma release? 
Play it again, Sam (see piece on Casablanca)... Widespread Zero-Covid Demonstrations in 
Shanghai and 10 other cities and universities - another Tianamen?... Landslips and mudslides in 
Iscia (Island near Naples)... downward pressure on oil prices... Britain's two largest cities are now 
minority white British... Prince William’s Godmother resigns as Lady-in-Waiting after alleged racist 
issue... Rail drivers Strike paralyses services... Ambulance drivers vote to strike... MPs allegedly 
'touched up' clerks... diphtheria outbreak amongst migrants... London Fire Brigade: “toxic culture of 
misogyny, racism and bullying”... Ukraine: Iranian advisers aiding Russians killed... Russia has lost 
160 Generals and Colonels in 1500 officer casualties... Much of country without power, heat and 
water after missile attacks... “weaponising of Winter”... Russians use sexual assault to terrorise... 
Morale becomes key battleground in Kyiv... Putin talks to mothers of soldiers fighting in war in staged 
meeting... Two World Cups: First the most fraught, brutal and strangely illuminating sporting event 
of the modern age... second the World Cup that sits alongside this, the ongoing stories of abuse and 
repressive laws and deeply cynical governance... Germany on carpet for World Cup protests - 
unpredictable match results and upsets continue... pitch invasions... US Navy found guilty of 
“piracy”... Musk abandons Twitter’s Covid misinformation policy... Monkeypox renamed by WHO 
over racism claims... French men tackle birth control with homemade jockstraps (True story) 
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RAF SWORD OF HONOUR: 
 

 
Squadron Leader Bradshaw is the 2022 recipient of the RAF Sword of Honour, awarded by the RAF Museum American 
Foundation. 
 

The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston, presented Squadron 
Leader Bradshaw with the Sword during a dinner at the Royal Air Force Museum American 
Foundation, in Washington. Bradshaw has delivered exceptional results for the outputs of Base 
Defence Group elements and the 820th Combat Operations Squadron, from Moody Air Force Base, 
in Georgia, United States. In his role as the Director of Operations, Bradshaw facilitated their first 
ever participation in Exercise Red Flag-Nellis, as well as Agile Combat Employment's contribution 
to Exercise Agile Flag in summer 2022. Bradshaw is an experienced Air Force Protection and 
Terminal Attack Control specialist, drawing upon these skills to plan multiple high-intensity and 
realistic scenarios that allow Base Defence Group elements to train in exercises. His work ensures 
ground defence personnel are ready to deploy global Air Force Protection support to the United 
States Air Force and strengthen interoperability between Air Forces of both our Nations to secure 
our air and space domains. With Bradshaw's efforts also leading to the Air Combat Command's 
Small Security Forces Squadron of the Year accolade, being awarded to the unit for the second 
consecutive year. 
 
SUSTAINABLE FUEL FLIGHT: 
 

 
The Royal Air Force and industry partners have carried out a world-first 100% sustainable fuel flight using a military 
aircraft of its size, and the first of any aircraft type in the UK. 
 
 



 3
 
A RAF Voyager – the military variant of an Airbus A330 – took to the skies over Oxfordshire powered 
entirely by 100% sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), paving the way for a range of possibilities for the 
future of flying military and civilian aircraft. Sustainable aviation fuel - which is made from waste-
based sustainable feedstocks, such as used cooking oil - reduces lifecycle carbon emissions on 
average by up to 80% compared to the conventional jet fuel it replaces, this lessens the RAF’s 
reliance on global supply chains, and improves operational resilience. The 90-minute flight from RAF 
Brize Norton, flown by a combined RAF, Rolls-Royce and Airbus flight test crew, replicated an air-
to-air refuelling sortie and was witnessed by senior RAF and industry representatives. It 
demonstrated the RAF’s potential for its future operational capability, ensuring the ability to 
contribute to UK defence wherever and whenever required. (RAF News) 
 
“RECRUITS GETTING YOUNGER THESE DAYS...” 
 

 
Winning shot in RAF Annual Photographic Competition 2022 
 

The competition captures the creativity and talent of both amateur and professional photographers. 
Submissions included images of RAF personnel working from different environments or RAF 
equipment, such as aircraft, vehicles, weaponry, uniforms, and accessories. An awards ceremony 
was held at the Bentley Priory Museum, with Air Commodore Adrian Burns, Assistant Chief of Staff 
Personnel Policy, presenting the awards on behalf of the Chief of the Air Staff. The glory of “RAF 
Photographer of the Year” went to Corporal Tim Laurence, from RAF Odiham. 
 
PEOPLE DEVELOPMENT PARTNER: 
 

 

The Chartered Institute of Personnel and 
Development (CIPD) has awarded the 
Royal Air Force the coveted status of 
People Development Partner. People 
Development Partner (PDP) status is 
bestowed on organisations who have 
committed to high levels of professional 
development and maintaining standards 
through the CIPD. It is an innovative 
measure that was launched in 2019 with 15 
organisations being awarded to date, 
which include Tesco, Network Rail, 
Department of Work and Pensions and HM 
Revenue and Customs.                                                                                                         
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The award of PDP status is seen as professional recognition from the leading organisation in the 
field of HR and provides confidence in the professional HR support that is being delivered in the 
Royal Air Force. The CIPD have made PDP the gold standard of organisational excellence, as well 
as celebrating individual teams and functions, and to meet the exacting criteria, the RAF has 
invested heavily in raising the capability and impact of its people function by aligning its values with 
the CIPD Profession Map, building skills and knowledge, and ensuring individuals are recognised 
through CIPD professional membership. “The award is a ringing endorsement of the Royal Air 
Force’s Professions programme, providing highly respected industry level recognition for our 
approach to delivering professional HR Support. It marks the Royal Air Force out as a progressive 
employer that demonstrably values its people, through the offer of higher level academic and 
accreditation routes for Aviators in the People Operations Profession. Their enhanced professional 
qualifications in turn support the Royal Air Force to deliver a better Human Resources offer to all 
Aviators, ensuring that we can deliver our strategic objectives more effectively”. Air Vice-Marshal 
Maria Byford Chief of Staff Personnel. (RAF News) 
 
JOHNNY JOHNSON 101 NOT OUT: 
 

  
 

Squadron Leader George Leonard "Johnny" Johnson, DFM MBE, (born 25 November 1921) is a 
retired RAF officer who is the last surviving original member of No 617 Sqn RAF and of Operation 
Chastise, the "Dambusters" raid of 1943. Pictured here with his crew at RAF Scampton in 1943, 
Johnny celebrated his 101st Birthday last week. 
 
CHINESE CHECKERS: 
 

The Test Flying Academy of South Africa (TFASA), based in Oudtshoorn, has come under British 
scrutiny for its alleged part in recruiting British ex-military pilots to train Chinese air force pilots. This 
comes after a former US Marine, arrested in Australia for allegedly training Chinese pilots, was found 
to have a connection to the school. The Test Flying Academy of South Africa says that it previously 
had a relationship with Su Bin, a Chinese businessman arrested in 2016 for allegedly trying to hack 
American defence computers. Su had apparently organised Chinese People’s Liberation Army pilots 
to train in South Africa between 2009 and 2013. The US and UK have recently begun cracking down 
on veterans who are allegedly offering training services to the Chinese People’s Liberation Army.                            
The company released this media statement on 22 October 2022: “Test Flying Academy of South 
Africa (“TFASA” or “the Company”) is aware of recent media reports that include reference to the 
Company and its activities. Many of the accusations and allegations are factually incorrect and 
misleading. - 22 October 2022. To avoid the further spread of inaccurate information TFASA would 
like to put the following statements on record:- TFASA is a test pilot and flight test engineer training 
school based in South Africa, providing training services to a variety of clients in the aviation sector, 
across the MEA and APAC regions. - TFASA is registered with the South African National 
Conventional Arms Control Committee (NCACC), and as such adheres to its regulation. - TFASA 
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provides training to test pilots, flight test engineers, and basic operational instructor pilots 
under closely controlled security conditions. All training aspects and material are strictly unclassified, 
and provided either from open source or the clients themselves. No training involves classified 
tactics or other information, nor any frontline activities. 
- TFASA tutors are all experienced in the aviation sector, and many of the employees formerly served 
in the Armed Forces of their respective home countries. 
- TFASA has never actively recruited tutors directly from individuals serving in the Armed Forces of 
any NATO country. 
- The majority of TFASA’s employees join the Company from other civilian contractors, such as BAE 
Systems in the Middle East, as well as several from the airlines. 
- TFASA is, and always has been, in full compliance with the laws of South Africa, and every other 
jurisdiction in which it operates. Further, having consulted UK lawyers, TFASA strongly believes that 
its actions, and those of its employees, do not contravene any UK laws. 
- TFASA highlights that the training it provides is also available from other civilian contractors 
including organisations based in the United States, Canada, and European jurisdictions. 
- TFASA has a strict Code of Conduct and is confident that the Company and its employees have 
and continue to abide by its regulations. 
- TFASA highlights that none of its trainers are in possession of legally or operationally sensitive 
information relating to the national security interests of any country, whether those from where its 
employees are drawn or in which it provides training. On 19 October 2022 a UK Ministry of Defence 
(“UK MoD”) spokesman told the BBC that: “the training and the recruiting of pilots does not breach 
any current UK law.” 
- TFASA also wishes to highlight that it has been in contact with the UK MoD for many years and 
they are fully aware of the nature of the company’s business. Additionally, since 2013 TFASA’s 
British tutors have been in direct contact on an individual basis with the UK MoD and other UK 
Government agencies prior to undertaking training contracts with the Company’s clients, including 
its Chinese clients. Neither the UK MoD nor any other UK Government agency has raised any 
objections to TFASA, or its employees with whom the agencies have been in direct contact, 
regarding the Company’s fulfilment of any training contracts. 
- TFASA is in the process of contacting the UK MoD, to ensure that there are no misunderstandings 
between the organisations. 
- TFASA stands by its employees and will continue supporting them, all their work is and has been 
carried out in full accordance with the laws of every country where the company operates. 
If journalists have any questions regarding TFASA or any of its current or former employees they 
should contact TFASA’s communications agency, for whom contact details are provided below.” 
(TFASA) 
 
MEMBERS NEWS: 
 

David McKinnon-Little, our President, sends his greetings and wishes all RAFOC members a 
Blessed Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year. 
 

Peter McLean: We were sorry to hear that Peter has suffered a stroke and is in the Helen Joseph 
hospital for observation and tests. 
 

Dave Evans writes: “Thanks folks - well done, as always. Please give my best wishes to everyone 
at the Christmas lunch - we survived a very enjoyable first ever Thanksgiving yesterday. We're 
already routinely getting overnight frosts, although very little precipitation of any description - while 
SW USA is the area getting all the publicity about the drought - the worst in 1 200 years, they say, 
New England has been very dry ever since the start of summer.” 
 

Philip Weyers sends greetings and best wishes from the ‘land down under”, together with an 
interesting piece on RAFOC’s association with the Smuts “Big House”, attached at the end of these 
Ramblings.. 
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Dr John Ledger wrote on 25 November: “Dear family and friends, The best laid schemes o' mice 
an' men / Gang aft agley." (Robert Burns) Home on Wednesday, was the theme of what was 
supposed to be my last newsletter from the WDGMH. And then along came a pesky bacteria called 
Klebsiella which thrives in hospital environments and is increasingly resistant to antibiotics, so here 
I am   back in the jug, getting four intravenous shots of anti-Klebs formula by drip irrigation every 24 
hours. My revised release date is Monday so please hold thumbs for that happy event. Love and 
warm regards to all, John” 
 

General Derrick Page just sent this message from Cape Town - “Good Afternoon, Apologies for 
Christmas Lunch tomorrow which NO doubt will be a superb occasion.  I plan a toast to you all with 
a glass (bottle) of a newly acquired Groote Post Old Man's Blend.  Enjoy the camaraderie, delicious 
lunch and refreshments. Having wrapped up end of the year follow up consultations with three 
Cardiologists, an Oncologist, an Urologist and the Military GP on a positive note comment was made 
by the Urologist that I had had a busy year.  Certainly, agree with that statement. In closing I wish 
you all a Blessed Festive Season with family and friends.  Take Care, Stay Safe! Warm Regards, 
Derrick and Heather” 
 
LOOKING BACK ON 9/11: 
 

  
 
The entire day was a humbling and shattering experience. Our last visit of the day was to the 
beautiful souvenir shop. What caught my eye was a stand holding two flags. One was naturally the 
'Stars and Stripes' and the other bore the names of every single victim of the two terrorist attacks on 
New York in the last 30 years. It was called 'The Flag of Honor.' Six people were killed in the truck 
bomb explosion below the North Tower of the World Trade Centre on the 26th February 1993 and 
2996 people were killed on 11 September 2001.It was a beautiful tribute to the 'fallen.' I promptly 
bought both flags which were a matching size. On our return to South Africa the task of recreating 
this tribute was handed to Neil Fenton, owner of Techneil, which had rebuilt my model Mirage F1AZ 
in 2019. The Mirage stands proudly outside my hangar at Brakpan Airfield as a tribute to the many 
fallen South African men and women of the South African Defence Force during the Border War of 
the 1980’s and 90’s. Neil built a solid steel base to support the two steel poles which in turn carry 
the flag of the USA and the 'Flag of Honor.' Neil did a terrific job! On a fine day my own memorial to 
the 'fallen' of those two dreadful days in New York, which will live on in infamy for eternity, will stand 
outside my mancave front doors, as a reminder to visitors of the freedoms we enjoy today, thanks 
to the USA, ‘the land of the free and the home of the brave. God Bless America!’ (Sent in by Gordon 
Dyne)' 
 
 
 

'Whilst Susan and I were in New York in August, we 
visited the 9/11 museum on the site of the two 
destroyed twin towers of the World Trade Centre. 
Wow! What an emotional experience. I cried 
buckets. The museum was beautiful. Susan, Victoria 
and I booked for an early tour before the doors were 
opened to the general public. The tour was quite 
splendid and was an eye opener covering subjects 
we had never read about. There were the stories of 
the 'search and rescue' dogs of which there were 
dozens and the numerous Veterinary surgeons who 
looked after their well-being. Then there was the tear 
jerking story of the woman who jumped to her death 
from the 80 something or other floor, who as she 
jumped to her death, held her skirt down to protect 
her modesty. Fancy worrying about that as you are 
about to die! 
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PLAY IT AGAIN, SAM: CASABLANCA AT 80: 
 

 
The path to canonization tends to have its own, 
often formulaic narrative. That’s not what happened with Casablanca, “a lively film, bulging with 
acting talent” (1943 Review), which now celebrates 80 years of being widely beloved. Perhaps it 
wasn’t loved at the level that it is now - it was merely warmly received and successful, but not a 
sensation - but it won best picture, along with awards for its peerless screenplay and elegant 
direction and is the rare film whose “classic” status is practically axiomatic. Who doesn’t love 
Casablanca? Or, put another way, where can you find any weaknesses in this production? The jewel 
of Hollywood’s Golden Age, Casablanca is perhaps the best example of “the system works” in film 
history. It’s not the result of any one driving artistic force - though producer Hal B Wallis deserves 
the lion’s share of the credit - but an amalgamation of talent from every corner: a screenplay, by the 
twin brothers Julius and Philip Epstein, and Howard Koch, that’s a model of sophistication and wit; 
a superior studio craftsman in Michael Curtiz, who’d made The Adventures of Robin Hood with 
Wallis; a score, by Max Steiner, that seamlessly patched together existing elements, including the 
French national anthem; and, of course, the casting of Humphrey Bogart (Rick) and Ingrid Bergman 
(Ilsa) as exes whose love doesn’t amount to a hill of beans in a world too crazy to accommodate it. 
The more we learn about Rick - and the more we learn, along with Rick, about Ilsa’s own sacrifices 
and loyalties - the deeper their relationship gets, leading to a famously bittersweet scene on a foggy 
airport tarmac, when they put the world above themselves. There’s true magic in Bogart and 
Bergman’s scenes together, forged not only by their astonishing chemistry and charisma, but the 
grace notes in the dialogue, the soft caress of the lighting, and a score that builds evocatively around 
a song, As Time Goes By, which gets threaded into the film even when Sam (Dooley Wilson), the 
pianist, isn’t around to play it again. (Review) 
 
JOHNSTON ATOLL: 
 

Located 717 nautical miles southwest of Oahu, Johnston Atoll is one of the most isolated atolls in 
the world. Johnston Atoll is a broad shallow platform of approximately 50 square miles with a 
marginal reef emergent only on the northwest. The atoll consists of four coral islands: Johnston 
Island, Sand Island, North Island, and East Island. At just over 625 acres, Johnston Island is the 
largest island and the base for all former US Navy and USAF operations & management activities, 
including all personnel & community support functions. 
 

                         
The Control Tower with a C54 Skymaster getting airborne      The abandoned and closed runway 
 

Many of the greatest films of all time have 
some triumph-over-adversity story to buffer 
their mythology: a chaotic production, weak 
box office, critics that didn’t get it at the time, 
a loss to some forgettable film during awards 
season. Their greatness has to be elusive and 
mysterious, in other words, something that 
couldn’t be comprehended until later, when 
they finally got the full appreciation they 
always deserved.  
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During the late 1800s, the Atoll was claimed by both the Kingdom of Hawaii & the US. This claim 
was settled when Hawaii became a US Territory. In 1934 President Franklin Roosevelt placed the 
atoll under the control of the Navy and development began in earnest in 1936 with reef blasting, 
dredging, landfilling & grading & construction on the islands. The atoll was briefly shelled by 
Japanese naval units shortly after the Pearl Harbour attack but combat soon shifted west and the 
island's role changed from an outpost to an aircraft & submarine stopover & refuelling base. In the 
late 50's & early 60's a series of high-altitude nuclear tests brought new activity & attention to 
Johnston Atoll. A series of dredge & fill projects completed in 1964 brought the size of Johnston 
Island up to 625 acres from its original 46, increased Sand Island from 10 to 22 acres, and added 2 
manmade islands, North (Akau) and East (Hikina) of 25 & 18 acres.  The atoll became contaminated 
with plutonium through 2 aborted missile launches during high altitude nuclear weapons testing 
conducted in 1962, which led to its abandonment. Beginning in 1964 a series of large open-air 
biological weapon tests was conducted downwind of Johnston Atoll. The American strategic 
bioweapon tests involved a number of ships positioned around Johnston Atoll, upwind from a 
number of barges loaded with rhesus monkey test subjects which were exposed to agents dispensed 
from aircraft. In 1969, the U.S. banned the production of unitary weapons, each of which is filled with 
one lethal chemical. The U.S. and other countries are still producing binary weapons, in which two 
inert chemicals must combine to form a lethal agent. Prior to 1969, obsolete supplies in the U.S. 
were destroyed by open burning, land burial and ocean dumping. During the 1960s, for example, 
Operation CHASE, or “Cut Holes and Sink 'Em”, sank entire ships filled with chemical weapons off 
the Atlantic coast. But these disposal methods have been banned or discontinued because of their 
potential to contaminate the environment. In the late 1970s, the Army turned to incineration as the 
fastest and most efficient technology available. To test the capability of incinerators to destroy large 
stockpiles of weapons, the Army began building the Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent Disposal System 
(JACADS) in 1981. The giant incinerator disassembles the weapons and burns them at very high 
temperatures. Exhaust gases from the furnaces are sent through an afterburner, destroying residual 
contaminants; wastes from the smokestacks are dried and shipped back to U.S. landfills. (Wiki and 
various sources) 
 
FOR ALL THEY’RE WORTH: 
 

 
 

 
 
There’s nothing better than a side like Villarreal battling their way to the semifinals, providing a feel-
good story and saving us from a fixture we’ve seen many times before. But internationally, we only 

The opening week of World Cup 2022 has been a 
mixed bag, and difficult to characterise overall. There 
have been a worrying number of goalless draws and 
a couple of thrashings dished out by England and 
Spain. But most memorable so far have been two 
genuine surprises, both similar in nature. Saudi 
Arabia and Japan inflicted 2-1 defeats on Argentina 
and Germany, respectively, both having been 1-0 
down at half-time. Both are, without question, the 
most legendary World Cup wins in the history of those 
two nations. All this inevitably prompted debate about 
the greatest World Cup shocks ever. The usual 
candidates sprung to mind — Senegal against 
France in 2002, Cameron against Argentina in 1990, 
USA against England in 1950. But perhaps there’s 
also a wider question to be asked: are several shocks 
actually good for a tournament? The irregular nature 
of international football means it’s a different situation 
to the club game. Constant match-ups between 
Europe’s elite make the Champions League boring 
and repetitive.   



 9
get one opportunity every two years for big European sides to face one another, and only one 
every four for Argentina and Brazil to face Europe’s best. Giants going out early provides short-term 
excitement but compromises things later on. Ultimately, it’s about performance. No one has an 
automatic right to go through. Belgium, for example, have been shambolic, were fortunate to beat 
Canada and deservedly lost to Morocco. If a big nation self-destructs because of their own 
incompetence, we’re better off with an underdog with togetherness. And if anyone is truly capable 
of doing a Denmark 1992, fantastic. But the World Cup classics tend to come when the big boys 
face off. The likes of Argentina and Germany suffering shock defeats is great — but I’d also love to 
see a Leo Messi versus Manuel Neuer showdown one last time. Fans at the almost alcohol-free 
World Cup are ready to pay high prices for a beer, a few have tried to smuggle booze into stadiums, 
but most simply accept that drinking is off limits at the first tournament in a Muslim country. 
FIFA reversed course in mid-November, two days before the first match, and announced that no 
alcoholic beer would be sold at stadiums in Qatar, where it is an offence to drink alcohol or be drunk 
in public. While beer is available at designated World Cup fan zones and in some hotels, the hassle 
and the cost of finding alcohol - half a litre is sold for 50 Qatari riyals (R230) in fan zones - are simply 
too much for many supporters from countries where beer is typically part of the match-day routine. 
(Daily Maverick) 
 
DEVIL DUCK (FROM THE WW2 ARCHIVES): 
 

  
 

Becoming the 2nd Marine Division’s unofficial mascot, the duck followed Fagan everywhere he went, 
developing a penchant for guzzling beer - just like her owner. “Siwash just can’t pass up a free drink” 
Fagan told the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette in 1944. “A long one and a short one is her limit, but she 
doesn’t know it. She won’t touch draft beer though. And it’s got to be warm beer. The way it was in 
New Zealand.” The Devil duck was beloved by her troops, but it was her actions on Tarawa on the 
second day of the invasion that cemented her place in Marine Corps lore. By the end of the first day, 
the Marines had a tenuous hold on all three landing zones, designated Red 1, Red 2 and Red 3. 
From this precarious position, General Julian Smith radioed General Holland Smith that afternoon: 
“Successful landings on Beaches Red 2 and 3. Toehold on Red 1. The situation is in doubt.” 
Corralled onto the narrow beaches, no units had penetrated more than 70 yards inshore, and by 
nightfall, they feared being driven back into the sea. For the Devil duck, however, the situation was 
never in doubt. She reportedly locked eyes with a Japanese rooster and took the enemy encounter 
under her own wing. “The rooster didn’t have a chance,” Fagan later related to the St Louis Post-
Despatch. “Siwash whipped him and chased him 30 feet up the beach.” While there was initial talk 
among Marines of rewarding the duck with a Purple Heart, she was eventually cited for her bravery 
on that day, becoming the first, and perhaps the only duck in military history to be awarded thusly.  
 
 
 

Like the old saying goes - if it walks like a duck and drinks 
like a duck... It must be a “Devil Duck”  
On Nov. 20, 1943, 18,000 Marines stormed the beaches of 
Betio, the largest and southernmost island in the Tarawa 
atoll.  They endured withering fire, poured out by elite 
troops of the Japanese Imperial Navy’s Special Naval 
Landing Force. And amid that lethal hailstorm of mortars 
and machine gun and rifle fire that pinned the troops to the 
Tarawa beachheads was a hard-charging, winged and 
feathered "Marine." Won in a raffle at a New Zealand pub 
by Sgt. Francis “Pappy” Fagan, the duck was given the rank 
of sergeant and named Siwash (a derogatory term for 
Native Americans in the Pacific Northwest) after Sgt. Jack 
“Siwash” Cornelius of Skagit County, Washington. 
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CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

December is suddenly here, this year has flown by and it’s all downhill to Christmas… after two 
unpleasant years of Covid restrictions, hopefully a break in normal routine for us all, a chance to 
reunite with families and friends, relax and recharge batteries... on the local front the “cyclone of 
news” has continued unabated. A great deal of it is stuff you just couldn’t script – or if you did, no-
one would believe it... 
Our next lunch, and last for this year, will be the Ladies’ Christmas lunch this Friday 2 December. 
Our Speaker will be Prof Anne Samson, noted author and historian. We will hold the price at R250 
per head and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank - Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 
- Account 19 66 278 063. Use your name and “December Lunch” as reference, please... 
Thank you to those who have booked and paid – we have 40 on the list as we go to print. Look 
forward to seeing you all at the Wanderers... 
Philip Weyers has sent and interesting piece on RAFOC’s association with the “Big House” - see 
the article at the end of these Ramblings. 
 
TAILPIECE: 
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*************** 
 
 
 
RAFOC and the Big House 
The adage tells us that absence makes the heart grow fonder and being 12 000km away from my 
Motherland this certainly holds true for me. Sentimentality and nostalgia brings to mind special 
people and good times and so it was that I thought back on the excellent times I’ve been privileged 
to enjoy with RAFOC. The Big House (Smuts House Museum) at Doornkloof has been close to my 
heart all my life, and some of the very best occasions I’ve had at the Big House in all that time have 
been with RAFOC. What follows is a few of many. 

On 8 May 2012 RAFOC were officially welcomed as 
the South African affiliates of the Guild of Air Pilots 
and Navigators (GAPAN), now ‘The Honourable 
Company of Air Pilots’ with a most auspicious dinner 
hosted by RAFOC and held in the dining room at the 
Big House. The certificate of affiliation was signed at 
the Oubaas’ desk in his study and guests included 
AM Cliff Spink RAF (Ret) Master of GAPAN, Air Cdre 
Rick Peacock-Edwards RAF (Ret) and Lt Gen Carlo 
Gagiano CAF, truly an evening to remember. 
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In mid-2013 there arrived on South African shores an RAF Attaché, Wg Cmdr Nigel ‘Cookie’ 
Cookson, and the charming and delightful Mrs Cookson or SMac as we all knew her and also an 
RAF Veteran. Cookie was to set standards as an RAF Military Attaché not previously achieved and 
not equalled since. Cookie and SMac were both proverbial Energiser Bunnies and their thought 
processes and initiatives were to re-write the Attaché rule book. Anything and everything was a 
challenge to be met, the vast majority of which were. It was unfortunate only that Cookie’s superior, 
a dour RM Colonel was the polar opposite to Cookie and in many ways a hindrance to much that 
Cookie conceived, not that he let that concern him unduly for the most part, a headache though he 
was. 

 
 

Despite the Queens Colour Squadron being prevented from taking their ceremonial rifles, all 
deactivated, by the neurosurgeons at SANDF Defence Intelligence, they performed a wonderful 
silent drill on an improvised and most unsuitable parade ground at the Big House. A unique and 
glorious Sunset Ceremony in the perfect setting followed the Silent Drill Parade. Cookie had 
persuaded Martin Sefzig, Boss man of Airbus Military Africa, to sponsor an evening dinner in the Big 
House dining room and what followed was truly an evening for the ages, an extraordinary function 
to the accompaniment of the RAF Salon Orchestra. A glorious meeting of cousins, the RAF and the 
SAAF, it was truly a celebration of shared heritage which was precisely what Cookie and RAFOC 
intended. 
 

       
        The Queen’s Colour Squadron displaying the ‘Silent Precision Drill’      The last official RAF function of the Battle of Britain 75 Commemoration 

Lt Col Bob Napier, Air Cdre Nigel Bradshaw, Flt Lt Steve Maggets, Wg                                                                                   
Cdr ‘Cookie’ Cookson, Flt Lt Tom Beddon 

The Oubaas would have been extremely proud that the 
signing ceremony took place at the desk where he 
spent so much time writing speeches, his numerous 
letters and pondering our world and mankind. AM Cliff 
Spink signing the affiliation agreement at the Oubaas’ 
desk under the watchful eyes of RAFOC Chairman 
Bruce Harrison and Vice Chairman Jon Adams. 

Cookie was of the belief that the final official RAF Battle of Britain 75th 
Anniversary function should be held at the home of the father of the RAF 
and set about making this a reality, the informal planning committee of 
four including Bruce Harrison and Jon Adams who took meticulous care 
of the Adj requirements and much else. Despite hurdles at every turn 
from his superior Officer, Cookie brought this vision to fruition. With some 
assistance from AM Sir Baz North and after a visit first to Cape Town, an 
RAF Voyager A-330 landed at AFB Wklf on 31 October 2015. On board 
were Air Cdre Nigel Bradshaw, the RAF Queens Colour Squadron, and 
the Salon Orchestra of the RAF Central Band. 
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Flt Lt Maggets, Air Cdre Bradshaw, Philip Weyers, Flt Beddon, Wg Cmdr Cookson 
Mutual Support! - If one of us had moved, we’d all have fallen! 
 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

In May 2016, with Cookie and SMac shortly to complete their tour and 
depart South Africa, RAFOC decided that such was their relationship with 
us all, so profound their influence and so dedicated their endeavours for our 
organisations, that they could not fly off into the sunset without a suitable 
farewell. So it was that RAFOC conceived and executed another dinner in 
the Big House dining room to formally take leave of Cookie and SMac. As 
might have been expected, this was a glorious evening, a huge and very 
liquid success and the Cookson’s were sent on their way in wonderful 
RAF/SAAF/RhAF tradition. 
  
Smac and Cokie in a familiar position………….    
Only Cookie would………. The Gentlemen and the Ladies in attendance        
 

More recently, on 22 May 2022 at the annual memorial service to the 
Oubaas, RAFOC Chairman Bruce Harrison in a wonderful gesture 
so typical of him, orchestrated the presentation of a very special chair 
to the Smuts House Museum. To quote from ‘RAFOC 
Reminiscences and Ramblings’ #112 of 27 May 2022 - “Many years 
ago, a set of chairs was made for General Smuts by Samuel 
Coleman, who then worked for Ballantyne’s Furniture Manufacturing 
Company of Pretoria. The chair presented to the Smuts Museum on 
Sunday is one of that set. Gen Smuts used and signed this chair at 
the last meeting when he was canvassing his Standerton 
constituency on the eve of the General Elections of 1948, when the 
SAP lost Standerton and other seats to the Nationalists, who took 
power in South Africa for the next 45 years... Since then, the chair 
has been in the custody of the Coleman family. It was on display at 
the MOTH Shellhole in Dundee for 29 years, and then relocated to 
Dickie Fritz for the last six years. This symbolic “Empty Seat” or the 
“Warriors Chair” is now being returned to its final home and resting 
place in the Smuts House Museum, and was presented by Bill 
Coleman, Samuel Coleman’s grandson, to Philip Weyers, General 
Smuts’ great-grandson. Bill said “Now I can rest easy that the chair 
is returned to its rightful place” 
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There is seldom a function or event at the Big House which is not enthusiastically supported by 
RAFOC and its members, whether the memorial service, supper talks or any other. Bruce Harrison 
has also been a most gracious comms conduit between the Welsh Male Voice Choir and the Big 
House, a gesture particularly appreciated. 
In the more than 30 years of formal involvement with the General Smuts Foundation and the Big 
House, there is no relationship that I’ve appreciated and enjoyed more than that with RAFOC and 
being a member of RAFOC makes that friendship all the more special. 
 
Philip Weyers 
Brisbane, November 2022 

 


