
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 141 

16th DECEMBER 2022 
GREETINGS: 
 

Wet, Wet, Wet – November was one of the wettest on record and December can’t be far behind - 
severe downpours cause damage and flooding on Reef... flooding, flood warnings, washaways, road 
closures and evacuations. By the time you read this, we hope we’ll be enjoying the Public Holiday 
on 16 December... part of the dawn chorus this week is the Piet-my-Vrou saluting the exceptional 
rainy weather... Stage 6, and Eskom in desperate scramble to avoid Stage 7... loadshedding ruins 
any economic good news... Phala Phala: It's all political, says Sudanese businessman who now 
wants refund... NEC in legal quandary over report... Ramaphosa survives  Parliamentary vote... 
Tony Yengeni barred from NEC list, Bathabile Dhlamini dropped: takes NEC to Court... Carl Niehaus 
expelled from ANC (but says as its being challenged he is still a full member, who does he think he 
is)... Elective Conference – Emperor has no clothes?... Agriculture the star export performer thanks 
to bumper grain harvests – farmers again in frontline...

 
rotten cops – right up to the upper echelons 

of power – collude with murderous Cape drug lords and gangs... sex workers tell how police rape, 
rob and abuse them... SA now one of the world’s top narcotic conduits... Mafia warning for SA 
economy... due fraud conviction. 
PANAM Lockerbie suspect in US custody after 35 years… Japan “White Rabbit” Moonshot… 
Sussexes Netflix doccie fact - checked – cracks showing... 4000 UK trains to be cancelled daily, 
even after strikes... Travel alerts after heavy snow causes severe disruption... The Lizard Downs in 
Cornwall protected after 140 years... uproar over Cumbrian coal mine... EU will for the first time seek 
sanctions against Russian mining products... US Basketball star in prisoner swap for notorious arms 
dealer Victor Bout... Ukraine: Winter sets in... Ukrainians and Russians face off in Donetsk... Odessa 
and Melitopol under attack... Russian targeting power infrastructure... Putin suggests possibility of 
settlement... NATO Chief fears attack on West... World Cup surprises continue… 21 million online 
viewers watch England go down to France in World Cup... Portugal down to Morocco who go through 
to semi-finals. 
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“SOARING FALCON” AIR SECURITY IN QATAR: 
 

 

The Voyager has also provided refuelling capability for both air forces’ fast jets during tournament 
air security patrols to ensure a safe and successful FIFA World Cup for football fans. The latest 
Exercise Soaring Falcon enabled pilots from both nations to train in a varied range of environments, 
including Qatari pilots’ first experience of refuelling during a night sortie. The exercise takes place 
every few months with a Voyager deploying to Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar for two weeks at a time. 
Sorties expose Qatar Emiri Air Force fast jet pilots to a range of refuelling conditions, ensuring their 
capability in a multitude of scenarios. Additionally, the sorties build upon the RAF Voyager crews’ 
interoperability with international personnel and equipment. Qatar and the UK share mutual interests 
in ensuring stability in the Middle East. Joint operational training boosts Qatar's ability to tackle our 
shared security challenges which helps protect the prosperity and security of the UK at home and 
abroad. The RAF’s contribution to Qatar’s World Cup air security operations is part of a wider UK 
Ministry of Defence support to the tournament. Additional maritime security capabilities, advanced 
venue search training, operational planning support, command and control support, and further 
specialist advice are also provided.             

NEXT GENERATION FIGHTER: 
 

 
PM announces new international coalition  
 
 
 

Due to take to the skies by 2035, the ambition is for this to be a next-generation jet enhanced by a 
network of capabilities such as uncrewed aircraft, advanced sensors, cutting-edge weapons and 
innovative data systems. By combining forces with Italy and Japan on the next phase of the 
programme, the UK will utilise their expertise, share costs and ensure the RAF remains interoperable 
with our closest partners. The project is expected to create high-skilled jobs in all three countries, 
strengthening our industrial base and driving innovation with benefits beyond pure military use. It is 
anticipated that more like minded countries may buy into Global Combat Air Programme in due 

A RAF Voyager supporting air 
security at World Cup in Qatar. 
The latest iteration of Exercise 
Soaring Falcon has seen a 
RAF Voyager deploy from RAF 
Brize Norton  to conduct air-to-air 
refuelling training with RAF & 
Qatar Emiri Air Force (QEAF) fast 
jets in preparation for the World 
Cup. 

The UK will work with Italy and Japan to adapt 
and respond to the security threats of the 
future, through an unprecedented international 
aerospace coalition announced by the Prime 
Minister today (Friday 9 December). The 
Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP) is a 
new partnership and ambitious endeavour 
between the UK, Japan and Italy to deliver the 
next generation of combat air fighter jets.   The 
Prime Minister visited a UK RAF base today to 
launch the first major phase of the programme, 
which aims to harness the combined expertise 
and strength of our countries’ defence 
technology industries to push the boundaries 
of what has been achieved in aerospace 
engineering to date.      
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course or collaborate on wider capabilities – boosting UK exports. The combat aircraft 
developed through Global Combat Air Programme is also expected to be compatible with other 
NATO partners’ fighter jets. During a visit to RAF Coningsby on Friday, the Prime Minister viewed 
the Typhoon aircraft which have been at the heart of the UK’s air policing for two decades. The new 
combat aircraft designed by Global Combat Air Programme is expected to replace 
the Typhoon when it comes out of service. The Prime Minister also met QRA Station engineers and 
pilots, who protect the UK’s skies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The UK, Italy and Japan will now 
work intensively to establish the core platform concept and set up the structures needed to deliver 
this massive defence project, ready to launch the development phase in 2024. Ahead of the 
development phase, partners will also agree the cost-sharing arrangements based on a joint 
assessment of costs and national budgets.  Alongside the development of the core future combat 
aircraft with Italy and Japan, the UK will assess our needs on any additional capabilities, for example 
weapons and Uncrewed Air Vehicles.  A report by PricewaterhouseCoopers last year, suggested 
the UK taking a core role in a combat air system could support an average of 21,000 jobs a year 
and contribute an estimated £26.2bn to the economy by 2050. “The security of the United Kingdom, 
both today and for future generations, will always be of paramount importance to this Government. 
That’s why we need to stay at the cutting-edge of advancements in defence technology – outpacing 
and out-manoeuvring those who seek to do us harm. The international partnership we have 
announced today with Italy and Japan aims to do just that, underlining that the security of the Euro-
Atlantic and Indo-Pacific regions are indivisible. The next-generation of combat aircraft we design 
will protect us and our allies around the world by harnessing the strength of our world-beating 
defence industry – creating jobs while saving lives” Rishi Sunak. 
 
AFB OVERBERG: FIRST MEDAL PARADE: 
 

All three SA Air Force (SAAF) bases in the Western Cape were represented at Air Force Base (AFB) 
Overberg in the first ever medal parade there since its establishment. In addition to the Air Force’s 
Test Flight and Development Centre (TFDC), the base is used as take-off and landing point for the 
nearby Denel Overberg Test Range (OTR). Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo, SAAF Chief, 
was parade review officer and saw 30 plus medals and decorations presented on 7 December, Ad 
Astra’s Captain Tebogo August reports for the SA National Defence Force (SANDF). These included 
three Bars to the Medaljie Vir Troue Diens 30 Years, and ten Bars to the Medaljie Vir Troue Diens 
20 Years. Personnel from the Langebaanweg, Overberg and Ysterplaat bases, representing the 
airborne service’s total Western Cape flying strength, were honoured. Paying tribute to them, 
Mbambo said: “The men and women being awarded medals today managed the tough part, to 
choose the difficult option of doing what is right. Their first hard choice was to choose a life of service 
to their country and its people. A choice which often meant sacrificing own needs as well as those 
of their loved ones.” Ad Astra journalist Corporal Tshimolloyabothselo Matsha quoted Mbambo as 
saying that “Air Force Base Overberg was given a facelift recently and other bases will soon follow 
suit and has also set and maintained a very high standard in terms of maintenance.” Although Air 
Force Base Overberg is not an operational unit, the flight testing which is done at the base supports 
operational bases and deployments. In his keynote address, the Chief of the SAAF noted that, “we 
are living in uncertain times where very big changes can and do happen without warning. Currently 
the South African National Defence Force is involved in two external operations which directly affect 
SA Air Force air transport and helicopter capabilities. Due to the erratic and changeable nature of 
conflict, the possible deployment of fighter aircraft capabilities cannot and should not be 
disregarded.” 
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UN THANKS SA FOR CONTRIBUTION TO PEACEKEEPING: 
 

                                                                                                                         
 
South Africa first provided peacekeepers to the UN in 1999 when it joined the then UN Organisation 
Mission in Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC). Today, South Africa provides 1,189 
uniformed personnel to UN peacekeeping, making it the 15th largest contributor among all UN 
member states.  It is the sixth largest contributor of women peacekeepers, with 230 now serving, 
according to the statement. “South Africa’s largest deployment is with the UN Organisation 
Stabilisation Mission in Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO), where 1,184 peacekeepers 
serve. The country contributes police personnel to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) 
and the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). “In recent decades, South Africa contributed to UN 
peace operations in Burundi, Ethiopia-Eritrea, Liberia and Nepal as well as to the United Nations–
African Union Mission in Darfur, Sudan,” the statement has it. Quoting La Croix, it states: “South 
Africa’s peacekeeping contributions over the years in DRC, through personnel deployed as part of 
infantry battalions, helicopter units and military medical teams, have been essential to efforts to build 
peace, as well as to ensure the health and safety of fellow peacekeepers. Additionally, the South 
African female engagement team’s outreach efforts significantly strengthened the mission’s 
relationship with Congolese communities. The UN appreciates the service and sacrifice of South 
African men and women, past and present. We will always remember the 50 South African 
peacekeepers who lost their lives while serving under the UN flag.” South Africa has endorsed 
Secretary-General Anotonio Guterres’ “Action for Peacekeeping (A4P)” initiative, which aims to 
strengthen peacekeeping through better targeted mandates, stronger and safer operations, better 
equipped and trained forces as well as mobilising support for political solutions. 
 
AFRICAN AIRLINES STRUGGLING: 
 

African airlines are expected to post a loss of $638 million (R11 billion) in 2022, narrowing to a loss 
of $213 million in 2023, according to the latest outlook by the International Air Transport Association 
(IATA). This year there was passenger demand growth of 27.4% among African airlines, which 
outpaced capacity growth of 21.9%. IATA expects that in 2023 the African region will serve 86.3% 
of pre-financial crisis demand levels and reach 83.9% of pre-financial crisis capacity. "Africa is 
particularly exposed to macro-economic headwinds which have increased the vulnerability of several 
economies and rendered connectivity more complex," states IATA. In looking at the air cargo market 
in Africa, IATA points out this is usually a handy barometer of trade in high-value goods. In October 
this year, African airlines, which account for 1.9% of the global air cargo market, saw cargo volumes 
decrease by 8.3% compared with October 2021. For IATA this was a significant drop from the 0.1% 
growth recorded in September 2022. Furthermore, cargo capacity shrank to 7.4% below October 
2021 levels. 
 
 

South Africa is singled out by the senior 
United Nations (UN) peacekeeping official 
for its continental contributions to the world 
body’s efforts to end conflict. The SA 
National Defence Force (SANDF) and SA 
Police Service (SAPS) earned a vote of 
thanks from Jean-Pierre Lacroix, Under 
Secretary General for Peace Operations in 
the current “UN peacekeepers: service 
and sacrifice” campaign. A statement has 
him thanking South Africa for its “strong 
support” to UN peacekeeping as well as 
for the “sacrifice and service of its military 
and police personnel deployed under the 
UN flag. 
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FRENCH LESSONS: 
 

 
 

November 17 to 25, the South African Armed Forces engaged the multi-mission coastal patrol vessel 
King Sekhukhune alongside the Public Service Patrol Vessel (PSP) Le Malin during Exercise OXIDE 
22 in False Bay. The first days of this exercise took place at the quay during a preparation phase 
which made it possible to coordinate future maneuvers at sea between the South African and French 
sailors. During this period, the crews synchronized their operational procedures to ensure perfect 
interoperability during the exercise. The operational phase of OXIDE 22 began with a sequence of 
complex actions where the South African and French patrol boats conducted an exercise at sea 
followed by a coordinated phase in the fight against an asymmetric threat. The visiting teams also 
had the opportunity to train on the various buildings in order to exchange their tactical know-how. 
The surveillance frigate Nivôse, following its stopover in Cape Town, also joined the exercise by 
carrying out a tactical evolution and replenishment at sea exercise. OXIDE 22 also included an alert 
patrol sequence during which the South African and French vessels demonstrated very good 
coordination. This exercise in real conditions allowed them to train for a joint inspection of a fishing 
boat as well as a search operation for a boat in distress: these actions demonstrated their ability to 
operate together within the framework of the strengthening regional maritime security. This 
operational cooperation has enabled the South African and French navies to maintain the 
momentum of their partnership driven by common security issues in the Indian Ocean. (Seawaves) 

 
MISSIONARIES ACCUSED OF TERRORISM IN MOZAMBIQUE: 
 

Three Christian missionaries were arrested on 4 November and are still being held. They are 
accused of terrorism, apparently of planning to take supplies to the insurgents in Cabo Delgado. 
They are Ryan Koher, 32, a US citizen and Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) pilot, and two South 
Africans, 77-year-old W. J. du Plessis and 69-year-old Eric Dry. They were arrested in Inhambane 
where du Plessis and Dry were preparing to load vitamins, over-the-counter medications, food 
preservative supplies and other goods Koher was to fly to church-run orphanages in Balama and 
Montepuez, Cabo Delgado. They say this handover has been done before and MAF has flown goods 
to the orphanages annually since 2014. But the war has only recently expanded into those two 
districts, so the flight may have attracted attention. MAF was set up by Christian World War II pilots 
and is now the world's largest humanitarian air operator. Caught in the Cold War, Mozambique was 
subject of a disastrous war of destabilisation 1981-92. In 1984 Mozambique agreed to allow in 
dozens of NGOs and aid agencies, many of which tried to work independently of government. MAF 
came in 1985 and set up AirServ especially for the new donors. In the 2000 Limpopo flood, AirServ 
had the largest non-military fleet, with 8 aircraft and 4 helicopters. MAF began flying in the north in 
1999, setting up Ambassador Aviation (AAL). In 2021, AAL evacuated over 800 people from Afungi 
following insurgent attacks on Palma. They ferried 24 tonnes of food, medicine, and relief supplies 
to the area, as well 29 aid workers, primarily from VAMOZ, and 32 medical workers, most from the 
Mozambican Ministry of Health. In addition, there were medical evacuation flights. (Mediafax, Zitamar 
12 Nov & 5 Dec, Christianity Today 2 Dec,) 
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MYSTERY RUSSIAN SHIP:                                                                                                                             
 

  
 

Mystery surrounds the presence of a US-sanctioned Russian cargo ship in Simon's Town, Cape 
Town. The commercial vessel, Lady R, with Cyrillic letters, is understood to have sailed into the 
Simon's Town Naval Base on Tuesday night. The ship was built in 2004 and is a Ro-Ro (roll-on, roll-
off) vessel, meaning it is used mainly for transporting wheeled cargo. The ship's automatic 
identification system (AIS), which is used to provide the positioning and information about a vessel, 
seemed to be offline, according to online ship monitoring services. According to Vessel 
Finder the vessel was en route to the port of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania and was expected to arrive 
on Thursday. It was last recorded as being south of Agulhas. After Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 
February, the US imposed sanctions on the country. South Africa has avoided criticising Russia, 
abstaining in several UN votes to condemn the war. The Lady R was among dozens of Russian 
vessels and shipping companies that were sanctioned by the US Department of Treasury's Office 
of Foreign Assets Control. DA spokesperson on defence Kobus Marais said: "Apparently, they 
needed assistance, and as part of maritime protocols we are obliged to assist. Not quite sure exactly 
what the problem was exactly, either engine or rudder problems." The mystery surrounding the ship 
has become a talking point in the fishing community, with locals speculating about why the vessel 
was docked at a military port. While the reason for the docking was unclear, locals claimed it could 
be for dodgy or dubious purposes, and others speculated that the vessel may have been in distress.                                                               
Both the SA Navy and Department of Defence were approached for comment. The SA Navy said it 
will only provide details on Friday about a sanctioned Russian-owned vessel that docked in Simon's 
Town, Cape Town. Meanwhile, the Russian Consulate told News24 it had no information about the 
vessel. "The captain (according to Russian Consular Statute) or owner of the vessel informs Russian 
Consulate about calls and stays in ports in case of emergency situations when they need assistance. 
If everything is fine, captain is not legally obliged to report to Russian Consulate officials about the 
presence of the ship. At this moment, we do not have information about Lady R's calling to Simon's 
Town on Tuesday evening," the consulate said on Thursday. But the South African National Defence 
Force and naval authorities remain tight-lipped about the mysterious vessel. Asked for comment, 
the SA Navy said the chief of the SA Navy would be addressing the matter in Gordon's Bay on Friday 
after the passing-out parade for military officers. The navy said it could not give a definite time when 
the parade would be concluded. The ship, Lady R was seen by a number of Simon’s Town residents 
leaving the navy harbour at about 6.30am on Friday. Several guards were reported in the vicinity as 
navy tugboats arrived at 6am and guided the vessel out of the harbour. Lady R’s early departure 
from the Simon’s Town Naval Base comes after three nights of highly guarded activity, as mysterious 
and – as it stands – unidentified cargo was moved on and off the ship in the presence of armed 
officials under the cover of darkness. To date there has been no official explanation from the 
Department of Defence (DoD), the South African National Defence Force (SANDF), nor the navy for 
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the arrival of the ship. Daily Maverick has repeatedly contacted the DoD, SANDF and the 
navy for comment, but has received no reply. (Daily Maverick) 
 
MORE CHINESE CHEQUERS: PLOT THICKENS: 
 

The Test Flying Academy of South Africa (TFASA), based in Oudtshoorn, has come under further 
scrutiny, this time by New Zealand: WELLINGTON – The New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) in 
October reminded a former defence staffer about security obligations after the South African flight 
school he was working for came under scrutiny by authorities in Britain, defence officials said on 
Monday 12 December. The British government in October announced a crackdown on former 
military pilots working for intermediaries, including Test Flying Academy of South Africa, amid 
concern by British authorities it was acting as an intermediary for China's People's Liberation Army 
to recruit pilots. At the time, the New Zealand Defence Force said it knew four former serving 
personnel working with the academy. "One of the four of the individuals was spoken to, and this 
happened in October as they were the only one who maintained a security clearance with NZDF at 
the time," a defence force spokesperson told Reuters. The academy has previously responded to 
the British crackdown with a statement on its website (See Ramblings Week 139), saying all of its 
activities were legal. A previous contractor there, former US Marine pilot Daniel Edmund Duggan, 
was arrested in New South Wales in October at the request of the US government. His case will be 
in court this week. He denies breaching the law. The NZDF spokesperson added that it had also 
advised staff on 23 October about the academy, reminding them of their obligations to security and 
to their security clearance under the government’s Protective Security Requirements.                                                                            
The office of New Zealand Minister of Defence Peeni Henare has asked for advice on the situation 
and whether more needed to be done.  A defence ministry spokesperson said Henare was assured 
that the NZDF had taken all practical steps to ensure there was no risk to sensitive information being 
released. (Reuters) 
 
THE WAY IT WAS: 
 

SA Railways and Harbours ran an extensive network of Road Motor Service in conjunction with the 
rail system, between railheads and outlying towns or farming centers. Passengers, Goods and mail 
were transshipped on to scheduled train services for onward transport to major centers One of their 
earlier straplines was “Connecting Farm and City” A succession of vehicles was used over the years 
– Thornycroft, Albion, Guy, Leyland and in later years Henschel (often with custom bodywork 
combining passenger accommodation and goods capacity) and luxury busses such as the Brill 
Coach pictured on Sir Lowry’s Pass in the Cape. Touring Services combining rail and road services 
were offered with these to tourist destinations such as National Parks, seaside resorts, mountain 
passes Game Reserves and other places of interest. The 1938 map below shows in red the RMS 
Services immediately pre-WW2. Their vehicles were a familiar sight on rural and national roads well 
into the 1980s and were gradually displaced by private enterprise as the road transport permit 
system was opened up to commercial operators. 
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MEMBERS NEWS: 
 

                                                                                                        
Jeff Earle in his pristine 1942 Tiger Moth at Sandstone Estates, Eastern Free State. 
 
CHRISTMAS UPDATE FROM PHILIP WEYERS IN BRISBANE. 
Australia Observations and Impressions 
I have continued my photo-diary, essentially a personal photo record of things that have made an 
impression in some or other way. If this is of interest, great, if not feel free to deep-six… 
Convoy for Kids 
On 5 November, Sam and I watched the ‘Convoy for Kids’ which comprises upwards of 600 lorries 
of all shapes and sizes who come together annually to drive about 30km to the Redcliffe 
Showgrounds to raise funds for children in need. Standing on the pavement, Sam was the recipient 
of a quite a few sweets thrown to him from the lorries, pity he does not eat sweets! Strange little 
fellow! This year a sum in excess of AU$100 000 was raised. There are some gloriously decorated 
and painted lorries, two of which in particular caught my attention for obvious reasons; 
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The horse on the left remembers Australia’s losses in Vietnam, while the one on the right, my 
personal favourite, remembers Australia’s Glorious Dead in WW11, with ‘Monty’ or Field Marshal 
Viscount Montgomery of Alamein. This was particularly sentimental for me as I met ‘Monty’ when he 
visited Smuts House 60 years ago and 12 000km from here, which strangely enough I recall with 
some clarity. Remembrance is a big deal here, unencumbered by political differences that I am so 
used to. 
RSL (Returned and Services League) 
The RSL is I guess the Aussie equivalent of the MOTH or S A Legion, with numerous Branches 
across the country. They must receive Federal funding such are the facilities, and I have joined the 
Redcliffe Branch, membership fee AU$ 5 for 5 years! The Clubhouse is a large very well appointed 
building in which is housed a large hall, various restaurants and dining rooms, bars, coffee bars, 
meeting rooms, games rooms (slot machines and horse racing for on-line betting) and a museum 
including Boer War memorabilia. There are staff everywhere who are very helpful, though I was 
admonished for wearing a cap on my first recce visit – no headgear inside! One is able to host guests 
and the cost of both food and drink is extremely reasonable by Aussie standards but still a small 
fortune in ZAR. 

 
Redcliffe RSL Building 

 
One of the RSL bars with screens to follow horse racing against the wall. Aussies are compulsive 
gamblers it seems, they bet on everything. 
Queensland Fauna 
QLD is home to the three most venomous snakes on the planet (but not the most dangerous, that 
honour belongs to our Black Mamba which ranks 5th for venom toxicity), and also the Box Jellyfish, 
which is about the size of the last segment of a pinky finger and has been known to be lethal to 
humans from the slightest contact with their tentacles. Apparently, those stung who do not die wish 
they would, so intense is the pain. 
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With grateful acknowledgment and sincere thanks to Robin Cooper, dear friend of 45 years, 
aangetroude neef and a wildlife, particularly bird, boffin, I have a South African bird list of around 
400 varieties and have started some birding here as well, though with difficulty as my binos are still 
somewhere between Samrand and here and am thus using travel binos which is like peering through 
thimbles. 
There are some notable birds which have temperaments and habits like Aussie cricketers. 

 
The Australian Magpie is a prize bastard of a bird, arrogant and sometimes aggressive. They perch 
on a branch and if you come walking/running/cycling below them and for some inexplicable reason 
they take a dislike to you, will carry out a recce flyby before flying a tight circuit and flying into the 
back of your head. Most cyclists have cable ties on their helmets with 15cm ends sticking out a la a 
porcupine to avoid being attacked. They also don’t forget, you can change clothes, change helmet 
and deodorant, still they will recognise you and carry out an airborne assault. I was hit during my 
last visit, scared the hell out of me. 

 
The Australian White Ibis, aka The Bin Chicken looks very much like our Sacred Ibis, and can be 
found everywhere, most notably dump sites, they are scavengers deluxe. They are also thieves and 
will sidle up to where you are sitting in your camping chair having a picnic and peck holes in any 
plastic bag lying next to you stealing anything edible inside. 

 
The Grey-headed Flying Fox is found in numbers here, wingspan up to 1500mm and weigh up to 
650g, it’s a moerofa bat. They don’t land, they crash, and you hear the branches breaking as they 
fall through trees trying to find a place to grab. And they stink like hell. 
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After some 40km of searching on foot, I was finally rewarded by seeing a Koala, still the only one 
I’ve seen in the wild, the others were in the Pretoria Zoo. On the left is what I saw life-size and, on 
the right, just up and slightly left of centre, a Koala with his bum pointed towards me which really 
typifies all the time and kilos it took to see one! 
There are over 800 different Eucalyptus trees in Australia, and the Koala favours the leaves of only 
one, with the leaves of one or two other tree varieties also acceptable. Interestingly, their diet 
provides so little nutrition that finding energy to move is a challenge. Reminiscent of me when I lived 
on primarily on beer…..And I also lived on one variety in particular…. 
Electronics 

 
Everything in the house in which we stay is controlled by two tablets, on the first (left): lights (on/off, 
rheostat, timers), ducted aircon (zones and temp) and much else and on the second (right), a Google 
device operates with voice or finger commands (TV on/off, channels (lots and lots including DStv), 
Google music, verbal navigation, volume, timers, YouTube) and again much else. The big problem 
is that I haven’t the faintest idea how to operate either, so I do it all manually when I’m forced to use 
them. 
Fashion and Ink 
I’ve previously made mention of the ‘anything goes’ Aussie dress code, the same applying to hair 
styles. I would not ever make fun of anyone who is in any manner intellectually or physically 
challenged, but if you’ve done it to yourself, you’re fair game! 
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On the left a scorer at Sam’s cricket club, centre an Old Toppie, guess in his 70’s – check that ink 
on his head, included forehead! And, on the right, my favourite, a grandmother waiting for her 
grandchild at Sam’s school. No doubt a lovely granny, but if that was the sight that greeted me first 
thing in the morning, I’m pretty sure I’d go into coronary arrest! For me, it’s still ‘would you put a 
bumper sticker on a Ferrari?’ 
Finally, Aussie automated efficiency. At home I’m used to rubbish removals being done by a rubbish 
truck with a driver and about ten guys scurrying about fetching bins and heaving them into the 
receptacle at the back. Here it is a little different; Just a truck with a driver, no one else. The truck 
has dual controls as on the road the driver sits on the right, driving on the left as we all do, and when 
collecting and emptying bins, the driver sits on the left as that is the side where the bins are. A 
hydraulic system guides two arms that grab the bin, lift and empty it and then replace it to where it 
was. Takes about twenty seconds per bin before moving on to the next house. 

      
Rubbish truck with arms extended on the left, and on the right, check the driver! She likes me, I feed 
her Coke and biscuits. The polar opposite of old Johannes who drove the rubbish truck back home! 
There is littering here, though seldom seen, usually fast-food containers (McDonalds etc) and coffee 
cups. These Okes drink coffee like there’s no tomorrow and at various outlets a very nice take-away 
coffee costs AU$ 1-00 for a regular flat white. 
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One Dollar Coffee 
There is also certainly crime here, though not even vaguely on the scale I’m used to. Armed crimes 
are very few and far between and make national news when there is an occurrence. Australia also 
has a serious drug problem, mostly amongst teenagers/early 20’s. To fund their habits, these Juvies 
walk through suburbs, ours included, and engage for the most part in petty theft, though rarely a 
house is ransacked and on occasion a vehicle stolen. The vehicle must be automatic, they can’t 
drive stick shifts! A news report last week told of a major drug bust at an airport, with the drugs 
having come from South Africa. The same report said that SA is one of the world’s top narcotic 
conduits and a major concern. There are also consequences for crime, even for MP’s. 
Speed limits are strictly enforced and there is no grace for exceeding the indicated limit as I’m used 
to. Much of the speed trapping is carried out by measuring the average speed over a set distance, 
usually one kilometer. Fines are heavy, and thus far I’ve been a model and patient (!) driver, I’ve 
undergone a metamorphosis, my vloek-meter very seldom hits the red zone! I do sometimes wish 
that someone on the road would do something naughty, even if only to show some testicular 
fortitude! 
Overall, my impressions and experiences of very positive, though I will always be an Anglicised 
Boerseun, and never, ever support the Wallaby’s or the Aussie cricket team, always be Bokke and 
Bulls! I miss my home, my people and my things, always will. 
That’s enough waffling for now……Only so much any reader could be expected to endure. Be well! 
Philip 
 
NEXT LUNCH: 
 

Remember that the next lunch is on the 13th January, the second friday. 
The topic will be an aviation quiz, no googling the answers, we will have an inspectorate on hand to 
dish out fines. 
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TAILPIECE: 
 
IN THE LINE OF FIRE: 
 

 
 
 

NO BEER 
A German walks into a bar and orders a beer. 
The bartender: "20 euros!" 
The German is shocked - "20 euros? yesterday it was only 3 euros!" 
"Well, today it is 20 euros." 
"But why 20, damn it?" 
Bartender: "I'll explain, 
-3 euros is beer, 
-3 to help Ukraine, 
-4 assistance to European countries who imposed sanctions and are not members of the EU, 
-4 euros in aid to the UK, for successful implementation of sanctions against Russia, 
-3 euros are sent to the Balkan countries as aid to buy furnace coal, 
and finally 
-3 euros for a gas subsidy for the EU and fund to help maintain sanctions!" 
The German silently took out the money and gave the bartender 20 euros. 
The bartender took them, entered in the cash register and gave him 3 euros back. 
German in disbelief: "Wait, you said 20 euros, right? I gave you 20, why are you giving me back 3 
euros?" 
"Ahh... We have no beer!" 
 
 

       
 
 

Using the armed forces to help out during strikes has a long history. In the 
1977 fireman’s strike, my flight sergeant was sent off to run a section of 
servicemen with a “Green Goddess” fire engine in a town in Wales. When I 
visited them, I found them all wearing T-shirts proclaiming, “Join the RAF 
and go to blazes.” Air Commodore Iain McCoubrey, Letcombe Regis, Oxon. 
The Times – sent in by a Ramblings reader in Northwood, UK   
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OBITUARY: SQN LDR GEORGE 'JOHNNY' JOHNSON DFM MBE: 
 

       
 

Johnny Johnson, who has died aged 101, was the last survivor of the “Dambusters”, the men of 617 
Squadron who flew In May 1943, in three formations of Lancaster bombers tasked to attack a series 
of dams in Germany's industrial heartland. Their targets provided Hitler's war machine with hydro-
electric power and water for steel production. They were well protected, with anti-aircraft guns and 
torpedo nets. The RAF's 617 squadron carried specially developed "bouncing bombs" devised by 
the inventor Barnes Wallis. They were designed to skip over the dams' defences and explode at 
depth against the dam walls. Two targets - the Möhne and the Eder dams - were destroyed, causing 
1,600 casualties and catastrophic flooding which hampered the German war effort. A third - the 
Sorpe - was badly damaged. The raid was immortalised in the 1955 film The Dam Busters starring 
Richard Todd and Michael Redgrave. The film's theme music is still sung at football matches and 
has even been used in beer commercials. But 617 Squadron paid dearly for its bravery. Eight of the 
19 planes involved were shot down, and 53 men lost their lives. 
 

                                                                                   
The Möhne Dam breached: the morning after the raid 
 
Joining the RAF 
George Leonard Johnson was born in Lincolnshire on 25 November 1921. The sixth and youngest 
child of a farm worker, his mother died when he was still a toddler. Leonard - as he was known within 
the family - was cared for by an older sister, and roughly beaten by his father. Johnson was sent to 
Lord Wandsworth's Agricultural College in Hampshire, a boarding school that offered free education 
to farming children who had lost a parent. The local squire's wife eventually persuaded his father to 
let him go. After school, he worked as a trainee parks superintendent in Basingstoke. In 1940, he 
volunteered for service in the RAF. A year later, Johnson - now known to all as "Johnny" - was sent 
to Florida for pilot training. He failed the course and developed a deep dislike for the US Army Air 
Corps, which he thought obsessed with petty discipline and incapable of marching properly. Back in 
Britain, he opted to become a gunner until he discovered that bomb aimers got higher wages. He 
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joined No. 97 Squadron where his team was piloted by a New Yorker, Joe McCarthy. Despite 
his reservations about Americans, Johnson greatly admired McCarthy - describing him as "big in 
size, big in personality and big in pilot ability." McCarthy's crew transferred to 617 Squadron in March 
1943, when it was formed under 24-year-old Guy Gibson. Johnson described his new Wing 
Commander as "arrogant, bombastic, a strict disciplinarian, but one of the best pilots in Bomber 
Command." All leave had been cancelled as 617 Squadron prepared for Operation Chastise, the 
raid on the German dams. Due to get married, Johnson pleaded for a few days off, and Gibson 
eventually relented. 
 

 
 

Bouncing bombs 
To destroy the dams, Barnes Wallis had first considered a 10,000 kg bomb dropped from a height 
of 40,000 feet - but no aircraft was capable of flying at such a height with so heavy a payload. 
Instead, he had devised a kind of depth charge - dropped at a height of 60 feet at 240 mph - that 
would bounce over the torpedo nets and explode next to the wall of the dam. In order to carry the 
weapons, much of the Lancaster's armour had to be removed. The weapons, too big to fit into the 
bomb bay, were carried underneath and set spinning before their release. Johnson took part in 
intensive trials over British reservoirs and Chesil Beach. Realising that the Lancaster's altimeter was 
not accurate enough, spotlights were installed at each end of the aircraft - with the beams 
intersecting at exactly 60 feet. 
 
The toughest target 
Johnson and McCarthy were briefed to attack the Sorpe Dam, just east of Dortmund. It was the 
toughest target of all. The Sorpe - unlike the Möhne and the Eder dams - was constructed of concrete 
covered by thousands of tons of earth. Like the rest of 617 Squadron, Johnson had practised 
releasing his bomb flying directly at the target. On the afternoon before the raid, however, he was 
told that wouldn't work for the Sorpe. Instead, McCarthy would have to fly parallel across the dam at 
a low level. The specialist bomb-aiming equipment developed for the raid was now useless, and 
Johnson was going to have to rely on instinct to drop the bomb dead centre. Of the five Lancasters 
which set off for the Sorpe dam, only two made it to Germany. When they arrived, McCarthy realised 
the approach was even more hazardous than expected. A church steeple on a hill overlooking the 
dam meant he had to pull up sharply. In a BBC interview in 2014, Johnson told how it took nine 
practice runs - amid complaints from the rear gunner - before he was confident enough to release 
the bomb. "On the 10th run we were down to 30ft," he recalled. "When I said, 'Bomb gone,' 'Thank 
Christ!' came from the rear turret." "We pulled up to stop hitting the hills on the other side," Johnson 
explained, "so I didn't see the explosion, but Dave did in the rear turret - and he estimated the tower 
of water went up about 1,000ft." 'Not only that," he added, "in the down flow, some came into the 
turret, so I thought I was going to be drowned." The Sorpe dam was damaged, but not breached. 
The Möhne and the Eder, however, were completely destroyed. "Johnny" Johnson went to 
Buckingham Palace to receive the Distinguished Flying Medal for his bravery. He flew another 19 
missions with 617 Squadron, until his wife became pregnant and McCarthy insisted he was 
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reassigned. Later he was commissioned, qualified as a navigator, and stayed in the RAF 
until 1962 - retiring as a squadron leader. Johnson retrained as a teacher - first with primary school 
children and then psychiatric patients at the high-security Rampton hospital. He became a local 
councillor and chairman of the Torquay Conservative Association. As the last survivor of the raid, 
there were periodic campaigns to award him a knighthood. The most recent saw a 237,000-signature 
petition handed to No. 10 Downing Street by the TV presenter Carol Vorderman and Gulf War 
veteran John Nichol in 2017. Had it come, "Johnny" Johnson planned to ask Her Majesty "with due 
humility" if it could be dedicated to the 55,573 bomber aircrew that gave their lives during the war. 
He was awarded an MBE in that year's Birthday Honours. Three years later, he celebrated his 100th 
birthday. 
 

                                                                                                                
Johnson often shared his memories of the raid as a means of paying tribute to those who were killed 
 
"A great raid" 
Sir Arthur Harris, the Head of Bomber Command, was known to have regretted the mission. With a 
casualty rate of 40%, it was - he believed - a waste of men and resources. Others disagreed. From 
the Möhne dam, a 10m high tidal wave had swept through factories, power stations and mines - with 
a real impact on Germany's military capability. "That night," wrote Hitler's confidante Albert Speer, 
"employing just a few bombers, the British came close to a success which would have been greater 
than anything they had achieved hitherto with a commitment of thousands of bombers." On 
anniversaries of the raid, Johnson was willing to share his memories - as a means of paying tribute 
to his fallen colleagues. "I was lucky with the right crew, in the right place at the right time," he said. 
"I think it was a great raid, and a tribute to all those who took part - particularly those who gave their 
lives in pursuing their target". (BBC and others) 

 


