
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 142 

23rd DECEMBER 2022 
GREETINGS: 
 

Week 51 of 2022 - Yet another amazing week in SA... SA went through the weekend with bated 
breath, waiting for smoke signals from a chaotic Nasrec… none came, apart from some gems like 
“sharp noses, elastic stomachs and taking the N3”… until Monday’s confirmation that Ramaphosa 
has been re-elected… Rand rallies… RET brigade gets snotklap… KZN dejected over his win… 
meantime the festive season road toll began its grim climb: 7 killed on Sunday when a minibus 
overturned on the N3… another 7 killed in Limpopo in a minibus collision with a truck on the R37… 
peak volumes expected this weekend... Durban beaches still dodgy… KZN premier “wants 
investigation” into freak wave that drowned 3 and injured another 17… Gauteng declares “red zones” 
as EMS crews are held up and robbed (again)… Eskom’s “rotating guard of fools” lead country into 
darkness… mixed reaction as SANDF deployed to Eskom power stations to combat theft and 
sabotage… loadshedding oscillates between Stages 4 and 6... massive West Rand hailstorm 
causes damage to homes and infrastructure... Kruger Park beefs up security after tourist murder… 
Kruger Ranger seriously hurt by an elephant... 
World Cup – Argentina wins on penalty shootout – Oh what a surprise!!... global shortages of 
common antibiotics… Joe Biden under pressure to repay millions of dollars paid to White House by 
alleged FTX fraudster Sam Bankman-Fried.... US slaps new sanctions on Zimbabwe... giant Berlin 
Hotel Aquarium bursts: million litres flood Radisson Reception area… Elon Musk to step down as 
CEO of Twitter... Kyiv wary of border threat as Putin visits Belarus… Russia sends clowns to 
frontline… Ukrainians annihilate crack Russian motorized Rifle Brigade… taking strain from cheap 
and nasty Iranian drone attacks… to get latest Patriot anti-missile defence systems… Putin admits 
“extreme difficulty” in occupied areas... Zelenskiy addresses US Congress on first visit abroad since 
war began... More UK rail strikes... software glitch in Lido flight planning software causes BA flight 
cancellations... Victory for UK government Rwanda policy... “Woke” rewriting of Shakespeare... 
Harry slammed for “Cards against Humanity” game as an “insult to the Queens memory”… uproar 
grows over Netflix series… Alice in Wonderland World: Sussexes have launched a “torrent of 
incendiary claims” against Buckingham Palace and the media... “There are more holes in their story 
than a colander”... Jeremy Clarkson’s Column on Sussexes becomes most complained about ever... 
F1 bans drivers from making “political statements”... England given “absolute joke” of a referee in 
World Cup match against France “as a punishment for moaning”... 
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************** 
SAD NEWS: 
 

We received the sad news last Friday that John Page had passed away from Althea via Karl Jensen.                             
She wrote: “Hi, just to let you know that John passed away this morning. Thanks for all your support.” 
Karl advised the RAFOC Committee and on our behalf sent our condolences to Althea. “I wish you 
every strength to deal with the sadness of losing a life partner. I am so pleased that John was able 
to attend our previous 2 RAFOC lunches and I know that was a mighty target for him. Please advise 
any arrangements and if there is anything we can do to help you. Love, Karl.” Althea advised that 
there will be no Funeral or Memorial Service, but hopefully a Celebration of John’s life will be planned 
for the New Year. She will let us know. We offer our heartfelt condolences to Althea and the family. 
John was a regular attendee at lunches until Covid and ill health intervened. Members will remember 
his contributions to Newsletters from his father’s WW2 diaries and also memorabilia such as the 
Waddington’s silk maps from an “Escape and Evasion” kit issued to aircrew. We will remember him! 
 
*************** 
 
RAF GLOBEMASTER GETS GREEN LIGHTS: 
 

 
The crew of a Royal Air Force Globemaster (C-17) had grandstand seats to view the northern lights on a recent sortie 
over Norway. 
 

The lights, which are also called ‘aurora borealis’ are the visible result of solar particles entering the 
Earth’s magnetic field and ionizing high in the atmosphere. The large transport aircraft was en-route 
to Bardufoss flystasjon (Air Station) where the stunning show continued. Part of the Air Mobility 
Force at RAF Brize Norton, the Globemaster C-17 was flying troops and freight to Norway for 
Exercise Clockwork, part of the British military's extreme weather training. Exercise Clockwork 
subjects, personnel, equipment and aircraft to temperatures as low as -30°c as the three services 
strengthen their respective Arctic capabilities. As part of this the Air Mobility Force plays a vital role 
in the exercise with the Globemaster C-17, Atlas CL-A-400M, Voyager and Hercules C130J all 
supporting Clockwork in various roles be it freight runs or as active participants in certain exercise 
scenarios. “The C-17 aircraft gives the RAF the capability to rapidly deploy large equipment over 
long distances. Training for this in different operating environments and integrating with the other 
Services, such as on Exercise Clockwork, enables us all to succeed on deployed operations and 
hold effective readiness for contingent operations, maximising the output of many units.” Wing 
Commander Essex, Officer Commanding 99 Squadron RAF. 
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WARRANT OFFICER KAZ NAJIMA RAF CENTENARY: 
 

 
Centennial celebration and medal presentation for WW2 hero 
 

Almost 80 years since he hung up his wings, the 100th birthday of a true hero was marked with a 
Typhoon fly-past, medal presentation and, of course, cake! Demobbed in 1946, Kaz never got 
around to applying for his war medals, and his 100th birthday was the perfect opportunity to set that 
straight. Welcomed to Teesside International Airport by a guard of honour from RAF Leeming, Mr 
Yajima and his wife Freda were greeted by Wing Commander Rees, Officer Commanding 6 
Squadron. Long overdue medals were finally presented, and a cake carefully crafted by Air 
Specialist 1 Glynn and Air Specialist 1 Carter by from RAF Lossiemouth. A flypast of Typhoons 
from 6 Sqn, now based at RAF Lossiemouth, providing the finale to a very special day. Warrant 
Officer Kaz Yajima had a truly remarkable RAF career, joining aged 18 and posted to South Africa 
for pilot training under the Empire Flying Training Scheme. Fearful that the war might be over before 
he was able to contribute, he volunteered for 6 Squadron and arrived in Foggia on 1 August 1944. 
Warrant Officer Yajima was involved in missions including armed reconnaissance, anti-shipping and 
anti-submarine operations in the in the Hurricane Mk IV.  He still bears Perspex splinters below his 
left eye – a result of anti - aircraft flak which came through one side of his cockpit canopy and 
ricocheted off his goggles before exiting through the other side. “The flypast did bring back memories 
although it was a very different aircraft. “I think everything that’s gone into today has been really 
wonderful and I’m very grateful. I’m proud of the time I spent in the RAF; it was a great body to be 
part of.” Warrant Officer Kaz Yajima. (RAF News) 
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AOC 2 GROUP DEPLOYS WITH RAF MOUNTAIN RESCUE SERVICE: 
 

 
 
Born out of wartime necessity to save the lives of downed aircrew in the mountainous regions of the 
UK, the modern RAF Mountain Rescue Service now has 3 Mountain Rescue Team's located at RAF 
Leeming, RAF Lossiemouth, and RAF Valley and is supported by a dedicated Support Flight at 
Mountain Rescue Service HQ, RAF Valley. The RAF Mountain Rescue Service is part of 2 Group of 
which Air Vice Marshal Marshall took command in October 2021. “The RAF Mountain Rescue 
Service is always proud to demonstrate our expertise in Aircraft Post Crash and Incident 
Management within mountainous environments. To have the opportunity to do so, supported by two 
civilian teams, whilst hosting Air Officer Commanding 2 Group has been excellent”. Officer 
Commanding Mountain Rescue Service. “It was an exhilarating weekend in Wales with the RAF 
Mountain Rescue Service and to see them practicing technical skills and exercising air post-crash 
management in arduous terrain, a capability unique to the RAF Mountain Rescue Service. It was a 
privilege to spend time with the team and I thank all members for their continued commitment and 
the impressive technical abilities they displayed”. Air Vice Marshal Marshall, Air Officer Commanding                        
2 Group. (RAF News) 
 
AIR MOBILITY FORCE: 
 

 
The Atlas C.1 and C-130J Hercules of the Air Mobility Force, out of RAF Brize Norton, working with Tactical Air Traffic 
Controllers on the skill set for Natural Surface Operations.                                                                                                                                                      
 

The landing strip for the aircraft was the beach at Pembrey Sands in Wales. To make things even 
more challenging, the training sorties required crews to fly at night utilising Night Vision Goggles as 
they conducted ‘bump and go’s’ over the course of a number of hours. The Hercules was piloted by 

Air Officer Commanding 2 Group, Air Vice Marshal Suraya Marshall 
deployed with the Valley RAF Mountain Rescue Service (MRS) to 
Fairbourne, South Snowdonia for a chance to meet Mountain 
Rescue Service personnel and experience life on an operational 
training weekend. 
 
Since its formation in 1943, the RAF Mountain Rescue 
Service has sustained a high readiness capability for 
Search and Rescue (SAR) and Aircraft Post Crash and 
Incident Management (APCIM) operations.  
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members of RAF 47 SQN under the tutelage of a XXIV Squadron Qualified Flying Instructor. For 
the Atlas it was a squadron first, well a joint squadron first with a mixed 30 and LXX Squadron crew 
conducting Natural Surface Operations together at night for the very first time. Along with keeping 
good communications with the Air Traffic Controllers on the ground, the crews of each aircraft also 
deconflicted with one another ensuring a safe and successful training series was completed and key 
currencies gained by all who were operating. Natural Surface Operations are a key capability of 
the Air Mobility fleet, vastly extending the variety of locations the aircraft can operate in without being 
restricted to prepared runways. “The ability to operate from natural surfaces is a vital skill set for our 
crews that requires regular practice if we are to remain sharp. This skill is critical to getting people 
and equipment to – and from – locations closest to the point of need and regularly comes to the fore 
in times of crisis. It was therefore great to work alongside our Hercules partners, emphasising our 
ability to operate together in dynamic environments”. Wing Commander Patton, Officer Commanding 
30 Squadron. (RAF News) 
                                                                         
PARABATS BOBAAS! 
 

 
Six soldiers from the South African quick reaction force (QRF) in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) took time off to 
test their military and other skills in a competition hosted by the Guatemala Special Forces contingent in the central 
African country. 
 

The challenge took place at Sake Base, Goma and saw soldiers from the South African QRF take 
on the hosts and Bangladeshi military police and Uruguayan soldiers. All are deployed in DRC as 
part of the United Nations mission – MONUSCO – currently the single largest one in the world. The 
challenge emphasised teamwork and focused on moving wounded personnel, sniper shooting and 
a 3km combat run with battle equipment. Additionally, each team had to carry a 12kg backpack, a 
jerry can filled with water, an ammunition box and a light machine gun (LMG). Rappelling from a 
hovering helicopter was also part of the challenge, Captain Andre Grundlingh reported for SA 
National Defence Force (SANDF) social media. The South African team, led by Major T V 
Ratshivhadelo, showed tremendous determination, skill and courage in finishing first after 
successfully completing all tasks set in 31 minutes. Their time was a full six minutes faster than the 
second-place finisher. “The exploits showed both the character and combat-ready status of the 
South African QRF, comprised of 1 Parachute Battalion Parabats. In taking overall honours in the 
challenge the South Africans showed what the team is capable of. We will always find a way to win 
no matter what the circumstances. (DefenceWeb) 
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TEN LITTLE AIR CREW BOYS: 
 

(This piece should have appeared at the end of Johnny Johnson’s Obituary in last week’s Ramblings and was 
inadvertently dropped. Apologies to all!) 
 

Ten little air crew boys, bomber types no less, ditched in the ocean! Oh What a mess! One unplugged 
his intercom and didn’t hear a line stayed in his turret and then there were nine! 
 

Nine little air crew boys, one braced himself too late. Banged himself upon a spar and then there 
were eight! 
 

Eight little air crew boys, one thought he would swim to heaven. He dived into the ocean, then there 
were seven. 
 

Seven little aircrew boys, one’s harness all awry, got caught in the escape hatch, then there were 
six. 
 

Six little air crew boys, all glad to be alive. One overturned the dinghy, then there were five. 
 

Five little air crew boys, to even up the score, one missed the rescue line, then there were four. 
 

Four little air crew boys, gaily floating free, one went and drank salt water, then there were three. 
 

Three little air crew boys, beneath a sky of blue. One caught a touch of sun, then there were two. 
Two little air crew boys (this tale is nearly done!) couldn’t find the wooden plugs, then there was one. 
 

One little air crew boy, we are very sad to say did not wear his Mae West, and his corpse turned up 
today. 
 

At the subsequent enquiry, this tale was there to tell. They had done their job beautifully and pranged 
their target well. 
 

(Dedicated to the memory of the 55,573 members of the RAF’s Bomber Command who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice during World War ll. The Bomber Command Memorial to their memory in Green 
Park, London, was unveiled by Queen Elizabeth ll in 2012.) (The Telegraph, via Gordon Dyne) 
 
MYTANK: 
 

A new online app in South Africa allows motorists to check which petrol stations have the cheapest 
fuel. Your Editor can confirm that the price of diesel varies widely and that there is a difference of 
R70 – R100 on a tankful by buying selectively locally in Joburg. It also details which stations have 
the best cash-back and fuel-reward programmes, such as those offered by banking services, 
reported Mybroadband. The free service, called MyTank, is available on internet browsers 
at mytank.co.za or as an app on the Google Store for Android phones. Developed by Cape Town 
resident Rob Gardner, MyTank is his first app and was initially envisioned as a way to check on the 
price of diesel, which can vary significantly from station to station even within a small area, Gardner 
told MyBroadband. The inclusion of the fuel rewards section also means that the app has value to 
petrol users, whose fuel is more consistently priced between stations, as different cash-back 
services can have wildly-varying payouts depending on the station used. “Some of the rewards 
programmes are notoriously hard to decode, so I wanted to provide a simple ‘apples-for-apples’ 
comparison and keep it super easy and intuitive with just enough info to allow users to make 
informed decisions,” said Gardner. “I worked out I was sometimes getting less back in rewards than 
what it cost in fuel driving to a specific fuel station,” he explained. “The app does all the sums for you 
and just tells you where to go and what rewards programme to use if you have several.” Gardner 
also believes that the app will have increased value if the price of petrol 93 and 95 Octane is 
deregulated, which could lead to different prices between service stations. 
 
ELECTRIC VS PETROL: 
 

Topping up an electric car’s battery to cover the distance between South Africa’s two biggest cities 
costs about the same as refilling a comparable petrol car, an analysis by MyBroadband has shown. 
MyBroadband performed similar analyses in January 2022 and July 2022 and found electric cars 
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would be cheaper to run than similarly-specked petrol models – see table below. There is a 
premium to be paid per KWh for charging at stations en-route... However, on those occasions, the 
inland prices for a litre of unleaded 95 petrol were R19.61 and a record-high R26.74, respectively. 
After the latest petrol price adjustment, motorists are paying R23.46 per litre of unleaded 95 when 
filling up inland, and R22.81 on the coast. (MyBroadband) 
 

Electric cars versus petrol cars — Joburg to Cape Town 

 BMW iX3 M 
Sport (EV) 

BMW X3 
sDrive20i M 
Sport (petrol) 

Toyota 
Aygo 
(petrol) 

Toyota 
Corolla Cross 
(hybrid) 

Rand per kilometre cost R1.42 R1.57 R0.84 R1.01 

Estimated range on single 
charge/tank on highway 

275km 910km 972km 837km 

Estimated consumption 
between Joburg and Cape 
Town 

377kWh 94 litres 50 litres 60 litres 

Stops needed between Joburg 
and Cape Town (starting fully 
charged/filled) 

5 1 1 1 

Cost from Joburg to Cape Town R2,215 R2,201 R1,173 R1,408 

Cost from Joburg to Cape Town 
(starting fully charged/filled) 

R1,983 R2,201 R1,173 R1,408 

 
WHAT PRICE STATE CAPTURE? 
 

The nominations list for the ANC NEC was remarkable for how the party appears not to have heard 
three and a half years of the State Capture Commission also known as the Zondo Commission. The 
major-domo, Malusi Gigaba, received the second-most nominations for the NEC. How’s that! Former 
intelligence Minister David Mahlobo got into the top 20 and the party’s head of organising, Nomvula 
Mokonyane, is almost guaranteed a leading position. She led the nominations as ANC deputy 
secretary-general by a serious margin, ahead of the party’s general manager, Fébé Potgieter-
Gqubule. These three are the politicians at the heart of the State Capture Commission’s testimony 
and findings. (Daily Maverick) 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Well, Christmas is upon us. We’ve made it to the end of 2022. This will be the last Edition of 
Ramblings for 2022 as your scribe is going to “go for off” to the Bushveld next week. Compiling this 
issue has been particularly troublesome due to loadshedding and internet outages. Interesting to 
compare travel costs in electric vs petrol vehicles(above) – when electricity is available, that is...                                                                                     
 

Our first RAFOC function in 2023 will be the Ordinary Lunch on the second Friday, 13 January 2023, 
12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers. We look forward to the return of the Aviation Quiz! If you are 
travelling over Christmas and New Year, please travel safely. We want to see you all back in 2023!                                                                                                    
 

The Committee wishes all RAFOC members a safe and Blessed Christmas and a Happy and 
Peaceful New Year. 
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TAILPIECE: 
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************** 
 

RYAN ENSLIN TAKES A NOSTALGIC LOOK AT THE FOUR RANDS: 
 

From the age of six, I have called Joburg home. I lived with my family in the south of Joburg, where 
the phrase “the South” was very much a part of my daily life. After my parents divorced, my dad 
moved to the West. Having studied finance at university, I began working and socialising more in 
the North, much to my mother’s disdain. In social interactions, when the inevitable question arose of 
where one lived, my response of “the South” was often met with a somewhat reflexive twitch from 
the northerner engaging me. I found this confusing as I struggled to relegate people to such arbitrary 
boxes as which side of Joburg they called home. So, to better understand the city, I decided to 
embark on a tour of these four Rands to get to grips, as it were, with the different facets of Joburg’s 
personality. What exactly are these Rands of Joburg? Well, they are known as the North, East, 
South and West, with the central business district at the core. The term Rand (Afrikaans for reef) 
has its origins in the previous name for what is today mostly Gauteng — the Witwatersrand. It is a 
north-facing escarpment, 56km long, composed of tough quartzite rock. It has many north-flowing 
rivers, which form waterfalls, hence the name Witwatersrand, or “ridge of white waters.” Each of the 
four Rands refers to a loose grouping of areas. The Rands are not formally designated areas, but 
everyone knows them, and they often pop up in conversation between Joburgers — even those who 
semigrate to Cape Town. The term Witwatersrand may no longer be official terminology in 2022 
South Africa, but its legacy remains. 
 

The South Rand 
If you are a guy and call the South home, you are known as a “boytjie from the South” (a young man 
from the South). The South is further divided into the Old South (including Turffontein and La 
Rochelle) and the New South (including Mulbarton and Glenvista). Historically, many people of 
Portuguese descent settled in the South, particularly the Old South. Primarily immigrating from the 
island of Madeira, but also the former Portuguese colonies of Angola and Mozambique, they brought 
skills including horticulture and commerce to South African shores. These skills have added to the 
cultural texture of the South. Well-known restaurants and corner stores abound this side of Joburg, 
although urban decay is an ever-present challenge, particularly in the Old South. The South also 
includes significant areas of natural beauty, such as the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve. Joburg’s 
green heart boasts plains game such as zebra, red hartebeest and black wildebeest, just 10km from 
the CBD. The reserve is home to 230 bird species and is a hiking hotspot. 
 

                                               
Wild side: the South’s Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve.                          People relax at Chaf Pozi in Soweto 
 

Further south, the foundations for Lenasia were laid in 1963, with the suburb used during apartheid 
to house Indian families who had been forcibly relocated. The Vanwyksrust Fort, built in 1899 and 
today just a pile of rubble, is in present-day Lenasia. The fort was a contemporary of the Old Fort in 
Braamfontein, today home to the Constitutional Court. The Turffontein Racecourse, one of a few 
such bastions of entertainment from a bygone era remaining, can be found in the South. Just down 
the road is the house of serial poisoner, and the second woman to be hanged in South Africa, Daisy 
de Melker. She poisoned two husbands with strychnine to score the life insurance money and went 
on to sort out her son with arsenic, although no one is sure why he incurred her wrath. The South 
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also has one of the best networks for mountain biking and trail running in Gauteng. Looking for a 
day filled with good food, great conversation and time out in nature? The boytjies, and chicks, from 
the South have you covered. 
 
The North Rand 
Tension exists between the North and South Rands. So, with olive branch extended, I bring in the 
North here. Some of its suburbs are Sandton, Alexandra, Bryanston, Rosebank, Randburg, Northcliff 
and Fourways. Lanseria International Airport is in this Rand, as is the ever-popular Zoo Lake. 
Traditionally, the monied Rand of the family, the North includes some of the wealthiest and most 
developed parts of Joburg, both from a housing and commercial point of view. Sandton, the heart of 
the North, developed rapidly during the 1990s as an alternative CBD, as the latter fell into decline. 
But the North should not be associated only with new developments. The southern section boasts 
leafy suburbs such as Parktown North, Parkhurst and Greenside which, together with other 
neighbourhoods, are collectively known as The Parks. Many Edwardian-style homes adorn the 
streets of the Parks which gives this side of town a unique feel. This in turn inspires a constant flow 
of new and interesting art galleries, eateries and weekend exploration destinations. As with much of 
Joburg, the North is also full of contrasts. One of Joburg’s poorest townships, Alexandra, is east of 
Sandton. Alex dates back to 1904 and started life as a farm. The legacy of apartheid, and in 
particular its tenets of spatial planning, conspired to devalue the lives of residents and would see 
poverty run rampant. A plan was conceived in 1980 to convert Alex into a Garden City, but after the 
violent Alex Six Days uprising in February 1986, sparked by an attack on residents at a funeral, the 
plan was permanently shelved. 
Mama Africa, the legendary Miriam Makeba, was born in 1932 in Prospect Township near Westerner 
on the North Rand. Regarded as one of the most prominent African performers of the 20th century, 
she had a successful singing and recording career around the globe. Interestingly, the North lays 
claim to royalty. Leka, Crown Prince of Albania, was born in Sandton Clinic in 1982, the only 
grandchild of King Zog I of Albania. At the time of his birth, the South African government temporarily 
declared the maternity ward Albanian territory to ensure young Leka was born on Albanian 
soil. Rosebank hosts the famous Keyes Art Mile, home to eateries and art galleries, and down the 
road, the Sin + Tax Cocktail Bar. This was the only bar from Africa to make the World’s Best 50 Bars 
in 2019. This year, it was the only Joburg bar in the top 100. When it opened, access was gained by 
first obtaining a secret knock from the adjacent pizza restaurant which had to be rapped on the side-
alley door. Looking for fine dining, a stroll through a collaborative art gallery on a Sunday morning 
or a dive into the rich heritage of African music and culture in Alex — the North has an overload of 
options for you. 
 
The West Rand 
This Rand includes Roodepoort, Soweto, Randfontein, Krugersdorp and Muldersdrift. The towns of 
Carletonville and Westonaria are often included in the extended definition of the West Rand. This 
Rand has access to the magnificent Magaliesberg and Sterkfontein Caves in the Cradle of 
Humankind World Heritage Site. The Maropeng Visitor Centre, with its award-winning exhibits, 
explains the two-million-year history of the development of humans in the area. Kagiso Rabada, best 
young player in the world according to the 2018 Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack (aka the Bible of 
Cricket), spent his early years between Mamelodi in eastern Pretoria and the dusty plains of the 
West Rand. Soweto — an abbreviation for ‘South Western Townships’ — is home to more than 1.3 
million residents and effectively traverses the West and South Rands. Soweto is a largely 
misunderstood part of Joburg. But interesting things are happening in this area, as it seeks to define 
itself based on more than just its apartheid legacy. It is a place of renewal — urban-farming projects 
and pan-African culinary experiences abound, which you can explore on foot, by bicycle or even tuk-
tuk. Residents are warm and welcoming and have stories to share with those eager to hear. Soweto 
also has Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital, the largest in Africa and third-largest in the world. It 
employs 6 760 staff, has 3 400 beds and spans 170 acres. Vilakazi Street, in Orlando West, is 
considered the most famous street in Soweto, if not in the whole of Joburg. It is the only street in the 
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world to produce two Nobel Prize laureates, Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu. 
 
The East Rand 
As the Rand I knew the least about, the East Rand was waiting to beguile me with charm and 
mystery. Extending to include Germiston, Bedfordview, Edenvale, Benoni, Kempton Park and 
Springs, many of its areas have connections to the early mining days of Joburg. Jewish folks and 
others of varied European backgrounds made their homes on the East Rand back in the day, 
including a large contingent of Lebanese people. OR Tambo International Airport, the busiest in 
Africa with more than 28 million travellers a year passing through its terminals in pre-Covid times, is 
on this Rand. Ask any Joburger about the East Rand and more often than not the first words they 
utter will be The Vale — Edenvale — also referred to as the 1610 (in reference to the postal code). 
This talks to the deep level of camaraderie to be found in this Rand. Locals band together socially 
and during times of need, such as the recent lockdowns. Interestingly, the town of Springs, in the 
very east of the East Rand, claims the largest number of small-scale art deco buildings in the world, 
outside of Miami in the United States, which has earned it the label “art deco’s love child.” During 
the mid-1930s it was one of the six largest towns in South Africa, often mentioned in conversation 
alongside Joburg, Durban and Cape Town. Sadly, Springs has not continued to enjoy this level of 
prosperity but still makes for a great art deco walking tour. In the early 1900s, the streets of 
Kensington, one of Joburg’s oldest suburbs, were planted with more than 100km of jacaranda trees 
by nurseryman William Nelson. Come late October each year, as the city erupts in glorious purple 
blossoms, Kensington puts on one of the best shows in town.  
Having shared the impact that time spent in the Rands has had on me, I find myself reflecting on 
Joburg, the place I call home. I am thankful for her often extreme juxtapositions. It is a place that 
continues to inspire me through the smile of a local, or an unexpected conversation at a corner café. 
And in that there is beauty. (Ryan Enslin in The Heritage Portal) 

 
**************** 

 
 

 


