
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 144 

6th January 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

The New Year off to a flying start… Everything, Everywhere all at Once… high alert following a 
warning of heavy rains over parts of KZN… 37 road deaths in week before New Year, 80 dead in 
Gauteng alone… Boksburg explosion rumbles on: toll rises to 37… Senzo Meyiwa trial drags- 
delays, doubts and dubiousness… KFC closes South African outlets owing to persistent rolling 
blackouts… BUT Stage 3 load-shedding will be implemented from 5am until 4pm daily, with stage 4 
from 4pm until 5am – then back to Stage 2 , now Stage 3… Eskom plant operator held over alleged 
theft of diesel valued at R500 000… Contractor ‘possibly’ hacked and stole R77m from Postbank- 
why so little?... Corruption-busting Malema, disciplinarian Mantashe – If you don’t laugh, you’ll cry… 
BMW driver nabbed with alcohol, gun and multiple number plates in KZN… Zuma’s abuses must 
stop, says Ramaphosa (ask him nicely, Cyril)… Proteas playing for pride in rain-plagued final Test 
in Australia... Tribute to Yvonne van den Dool, “aviatrix extraordinaire”, at end 
“King” Pele laid to rest in Santos as football world mourns… Tesla bubble has burst... warrant of 
arrest issued for former Botswana President Ian Khama… widespread flooding in California after big 
storms… Coronation year, but more rail strikes, inflation plus NHS, waiting lists, illegal immigration 
give UK “polycrisis”… Biden signs enabling bill for further military supplies to Ukraine… possibility 
of Belarus being drawn into Ukraine conflict… deadly Ukrainian attack on Russian base in Donetsk… 
Several regions of Ukraine, including Kyiv, endured Russian missile and drone attacks over New 
Year and during the week… Dakar rally under way-SA drivers doing well… Prince Harry wants his 
Father and brother back… 
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A VETERAN Air Force radio operator returned to Northolt to 
receive her campaign medal 77 years after the end of World War 
II. 
Now 99 years old, LAC Anne- Marie Allen, who also 
served at Innsworth and Cranwell, worked as a plotter 
and once met Battle of Britain hero Douglas Bader. 
Flanked by Movements Section personnel in a guard 
of honour as she entered the station’s VIP lounge to 
receive the award, she was emotional at returning to 
her wartime billet. 
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She said: “I feel like I just want to join up again. I remember all the old buildings. It’s so lovely to 
see all these young men and women today, I feel so special.” There was a further surprise when 
she was asked to present rank tabs to newly-promoted AS2 Holly Heald – the modern equivalent of 
LAC. Northolt Station Commander Gp Capt Toria McPhaden said: “We are delighted to present 
Anne-Marie’s medal today and even more so as RAF Northolt was the last unit she served on. Due 
to the vast number of people across the world who contributed to maintaining our freedom during 
the Second World War, it was inevitable that some people would not receive due recognition. We 
have already seen many worthy individuals come forward and would encourage any others who feel 
that they have been overlooked to come forward as soon as possible.” After lunch in the Warrant 
Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess Anne-Marie was presented with a 99th birthday cake before visiting 
the historic Sir Keith Park Sector Operations Room. (RAF News) 
 
WARRANT OFFICER VICTOR ARTHUR ROE CGM DFM RAF: 
 

     

THE MEDALS of a Lancaster hero killed on his 98th mission in the last year of the war were sold for GBP 40000.00 by 
Noonans of Mayfair, London, on behalf of his relatives to a leading collector of RAF medals. 

Noonans associate director and medal specialist Mark Quayle said: "This is a remarkably poignant 
story attached to a rare group of medals." Warrant Officer Victor Arthur Roe died aged 21 in a raid 
on Chemnitz in March 1945. He was later the subject of a book entitled “Zero to Hero,” that revealed 
he was one of nine children born to two impoverished alcoholics – all of whom were removed by the 
courts from their parents’ custody by the age of two. But, joining the Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve, he flew 14 missions in Wellingtons and Halifaxes with 466 Sqn, before completing a further 
84 sorties with 35 Sqn and the Pathfinder Force. Auctioneers Noonans specialist Mark Quayle said: 
“From humble origins, and the most difficult of starts in life, Victor Roe rose to distinguish himself 
amongst the elite of the elite – the Pathfinder Force. A talented ‘Tail-End Charlie’, he regularly 
engaged and successfully fought off enemy aircraft from the rear turret of his Lancaster. Having 
crammed so much into his short life, he was killed just two sorties shy of the elusive 100 club.” 
Among his exploits he successfully fought off a German fighter during a raid on Haine-St-Pierre in 
May 1944 that made four successive attacks using cannon and machine gun fire. He returned fire 
although his turret had been hit and become unserviceable, covering him in oil. When the Me. 110 
made the fourth attack, it was seen to have caught fire in one engine and it is claimed as probably 
destroyed. Throughout the combat, Sergeant Roe ‘handled his guns with cool determination, 
clearing stoppages in between attacks although he had received a slight injury in his right arm from 
a cannon splinter early in the encounter.’ His rare Conspicuous Gallantry Medal and Distinguished 
Flying Medal were sold with a Pathfinder Force Badge Award Certificate, a telegram addressed to 
his sister informing her that he was ‘Missing in Action,’ plus letters, photographs, and a Bible, on 
behalf of Roe’s family. 
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HMS FIDELITY AND “MADELEINE”: 80 YEARS AGO: 
 

 
HMS Fidelity, in one of her various guises, is pictured at anchor off Gibraltar. 
 

Madeleine Victorine Bayard, a Special Operations Executive (SOE) spy, who served as “First Officer 
Madeleine Barclay WRNS” on agent-running operations into Vichy France – was one of the very few 
women afloat in a senior position on any British Naval warship during WW2. Madeleine served on 
the French merchant vessel Le Rhin. After the fall of France in 1940, the ship escaped to Britain and 
was accepted for service with SOE. The ship was therefore re-commissioned as HMS Fidelity and 
the French crew inducted into the Royal Navy. Fidelity was classified as a Special Service Vessel, 
a catch-all designation for vessels that don't fit easily into any other group. HMS Fidelity operated 
off the coast of Southern France as a clandestine transport under the direction of the Special 
Operations Executive (SOE), landing agents and picking up escaped prisoners, disguised as 
Spanish or Portuguese freighters. She also took part in small-scale sabotage operations. 
Because members of the crew had families in occupied Europe they adopted pseudonyms, thus 
Madeleine Barclay. Barclay was the mistress of Fidelity's commanding officer, Claude Andre Michel 
Peri (“Lt Cdr Jack Langlais RN”). Madeline attended her WRNS Officers' Training Course at the 
Royal Naval College, Greenwich in January 1941, before rejoining her ship on operations for SOE. 
At the time, it was extremely rare for a Wren, whether rating or officer, to serve afloat. In November 
1942, the Allies landed in French North Africa and the Germans occupied Vichy France as a 
precaution. It was no longer appropriate to continue the operations to this part of France. However, 
a new role was considered for HMS Fidelity in the Far East. Large enough to carry her own motor 
torpedo boats (MTBs) and spotter aircraft, HMS Fidelity was ideal as an offshore base to mount 
Commando operations on Japanese-held coasts in South-East Asia. In December 1942, with T 
Company, 40 Commando aboard, Fidelity set off on her new mission, joining a convoy for the 
dangerous initial part of the voyage through the North Atlantic. Off the Azores, Fidelity was damaged 
by an attack from U-615, then sunk by U-435 on 30 December 1942. There were reports of survivors 
of the sinking, but Fidelity had herself had been rescuing other survivors, and was far behind the 
convoy. The incident occurred some months after Befehlshaber der Unterseeboote or BdU's 
infamous “Laconia Order”, instructing U-boat commanders not to assist survivors in any way. A 
detached Motor Torpedo Boat reached safety with eight crew, but otherwise all hands were lost, 
including Madeleine, then aged 31. At the time of her sinking, HMS Fidelity had on board some 369 
souls (274 crew, 51 Marines and 44 survivors from SS Empire Shackleton). To this day, 40 
Commando has never reused T as a company designation, in memory of the loss. On the eve of the 
80th anniversary of the loss of HMS Fidelity with all hands and Madeleine “We shall remember 
them.” 
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ENIGMA CRACKING 90TH ANNIVERSARY: 
 

 
 

Robert Gawłowski properly drew attention to the cracking of the Enigma code by Marian Rejewski 
and other Polish mathematicians from the University of Poznań; and Michael Saunders pointed out 
that there is a memorial to the Polish contribution at Bletchley Park. The two other members of 
Rejewski’s team also deserve a mention: my uncle, Henryk Zygalski, and Jerzy Różycki. Rejewski, 
Zygalski and Różycki left Poland in September 1939 to continue their codebreaking in France and 
North Africa, then travelled via Spain and Gibraltar to Britain in 1943. Różycki sadly died at sea on 
the way to the UK, so with Rejewski’s return to Poland, my uncle became the only one of the team 
to remain in Britain. He was billeted to my aunt, Bertha Blofield. After she was widowed in 1948, he 
became her lifelong partner. Henryk became a British citizen, and taught mathematics and statistics 
at Battersea Polytechnic (later the University of Surrey). He never returned to Poland but kept in 
touch with Rejewski by phone. Henryk died in 1978 but, prior to the Rejewski revelations, he had 
never breathed a word of his wartime adventures to his family. A memorial stone was laid at 
Chichester crematorium in 2018, on the 40th anniversary of my uncle’s death, after a campaign by 
my brother Jeremy Russell, John Gallehawk (a former archivist at Bletchley Park), Anya Zygalska-
Cannon (Henryk’s cousin), and Dermot Turing, who has written an account of the codebreaking in 
“XY&Z: The Real Story of How Enigma Was Broken.” The 90th anniversary of the first Enigma 
codebreaking was celebrated by a service beside the memorial in December. 
Georgina Donaldson, Lympne, Kent (Letter to The Guardian, 2 Jan 2023) 
 
ROLLS ROYCE ULTRAFAN: 
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Rolls-Royce has announced that the construction of its UltraFan Demonstrator was complete, and 
that testing was now underway. A significant program milestone was reached when the 
demonstrator engine was moved from the build workshop to Derby, U.K.'s Testbed 80, where it was 
mounted in anticipation of testing. This is expected to take place early in the year and will be 
operated using 100% Sustainable Aviation Fuel. Chris Cholerton, President of Rolls-Royce Civil 
Aerospace, said: “Seeing the UltraFan demonstrator come together and getting ready for test in 
Testbed 80 is a great way to end the year. We have all been waiting for this moment, which is such 
an important milestone for the program and for the team who have worked on it. The next stage will 
be to see UltraFan run for the first time on 100% Sustainable Aviation Fuel in 2023, proving the 
technology is ready to support more sustainable flight in the future.” The largest aero-engine 
demonstrator in the world, UltraFan features several revolutionary innovations that increase fuel 
efficiency, which reduces emissions and improves sustainability. The technology could also be used 
to improve the efficiency and sustainability of our present in-service engines shortly                                                  
"The UltraFan demonstrator is designed for the future – it will be ready to run on 100% Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel from day one of service. In addition, we are actively exploring potential options for 
hybrid-electric and hydrogen power solutions," explains Rolls Royce. The fan in the UltraFan 
demonstration is 140 inches (3.56 meters) in diameter, and it uses 25% less fuel than the first 
generation of Trent engines. It combines a brand-new engine design with a set of technologies that 
will make air travel more sustainable for decades. UltraFan, Rolls Royce says, offers a range of 
sustainability options for transitioning to net zero aviation. There are alternatives for transferring 
innovations from the UltraFan development program to the present Trent engines shortly to provide 
improved fuel efficiency and emissions reductions. (Engineering News) 
 
MICHAEL SCHUMACHER REMEMBERED: 
 

29-12-2013 - 29-12-2022: Nine long years have passed since Michael Schumacher's dramatic 
accident, a ruinous fall on skis on the snowy slopes of Meribel, Switzerland. The seven-time F1 world 
champion, the first to achieve such a milestone in top motorsport, underwent two brain surgeries in 
the days immediately following, at the hospital in Grenoble, France. Since then, little, indeed almost 
nothing, has transpired about his actual condition, with the family, starting with his wife Corinna, 
committed to maintaining the utmost secrecy. Few, and extremely select, visits from former friends. 
And no hint from them about Michael's situation: the family has asked for and obtained respect and 
observance of privacy. In recent months it has been his son Mick who has publicly exposed himself 
on the great champion capable of winning five consecutive World Championships aboard a Ferrari. 
Michael's second son has had two seasons in F1 behind the wheel of Haas and will be a reserve 
driver for Mercedes in 2023: "Those family moments that so many spend with their father for me 
have not been there anymore, or at least have been there in a minor way, and in my way, this is 
quite unfair," he said in an interview for a docufilm released by Netflix in the summer of 2022. I think 
we would understand each other in a different way now simply because we would speak a similar 
language, the language of motoring, and we would have so many things to converse about. And it 
is this very thought that stays in my head most of the time, because if it were possible, it would be 
beautiful. I would give up everything to be able to do that." 
 
DRAMATIC MOUNTAIN RESCUE: 
 

A would-be mountaineer has special reason to be thankful this New Year, especially to an AMS 
Helicopter crew and Mountain Rescue team who plucked him from certain death…                                           
Cape Town - After attending to approximately 30 mountain rescues since the start of December, 
Wilderness Search and Rescue (WSAR) on Wednesday 27 December undertook its most 
challenging rescue when a hiker was found trapped in a remote mountain peak in the Cederberg for 
17 hours – barely able to breathe. 
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This was one of three mountain rescues WSAR assisted on that day and prompted the entity to urge 
outdoor lovers to exercise caution as more hikers are expected to trek the Cape’s popular trails in 
the New Year holiday period. WSAR spokesperson David Nel said the hiker was joined by his friend 
and the two gentlemen had lost their way while hiking near Nuwerust Farm in the Cederberg. They 
had decided to attempt to descend the peak by climbing down a series of narrow cracks.                         
“One of the hikers became lodged in a chimney late on Tuesday afternoon and was unable to free 
himself. After a sleepless night constricted in the narrow chimney, the men were able to flag down 
passing rock climbers who alerted local emergency services,” Nel said. A WSAR team on board the 
Western Cape Department of Health EMS/ Air Mercy Service (AMS) rescue helicopter flew to the 
site and once on scene, they had to abseil down to the hikers. The team then freed the hiker lodged 
in the chimney. One of the rescuers said: “The man was just able to stand on his toes in the bottom 
of the chimney, but his chest was constricted to the point where he was only able to draw small 
breaths.” (News 24) 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Well, here we are in the New Year with 2022 receding into memory… trust you all had a good break 
with family and friends and have made it safely there and back if you were travelling… 
Our first RAFOC function in 2023 will be the Ordinary Lunch next Friday, 13 January 2023, 12h30 
for 13h00 at Wanderers. We look forward to the return of the Aviation Quiz!  
We have it on good authority that Captain Jensen has applied himself diligently to the compilation 
of this Edition of the Aviation Quiz. Intelligence sources have advised that a good knowledge of the 
De Havilland family of biplanes will equip most members to be able to venture answers with a good 
expectation of success, whatever their level of general aviation knowledge. Please book as soon as 
you can with bookings@rafoc.org – it helps greatly to make the necessary organisation with the 
caterers. Let’s get the New Year off to a good start!                                                         
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TAILPIECE: 
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RAFA NEW YEAR MESSAGE: 
 

Dear friends, 
As President of the Royal Air Forces Association I am acutely aware of the impact that the events of the past year (the 
legacy of the COVID-19 pandemic and the unprovoked aggression by Russian military forces in Ukraine) have had on 
our community. However, we now face a new challenge. 
For the first time in 70 years RAF veterans are battling an unprecedented rise in their living costs; exactly how long 
this crisis will go on for no-one can say. But what we do know for certain is that our World is unsettled and many of our 
RAF community will be facing some particularly tough battles. 
As I write, many veterans are struggling to heat their homes adequately or to feed themselves properly. It is our duty, 
as an organisation that exists to deliver welfare and wellbeing support, to ensure that no member of the RAF 
community is ever left facing tough times like this alone – both now and in the future. 
We have already taken action to respond to this crisis; providing heating and warmth and bringing companionship to 
RAF veterans in need. We have set ourselves ambitious targets; supporting 5,000 people with the cost of food 
shopping and, alongside partner organisations, securing over half a million pounds in emergency funds to help the 
most vulnerable to cover their heating costs. 
We are deploying our field-force of highly-trained case workers and RAF Association Connections for Life volunteers 
to provide friendship in person, over the phone or online to an additional 850 people who have become lonely or 
isolated as a result of the cost of living crisis and we are carrying out 14,500 outreach calls to check on the welfare of 
our RAF veteran community and offer them support. 
To help raise the funds that we need to deliver this critical work, this January we will be writing to our supporters in 
order to ask them to consider leaving a gift for the RAF Association in their Will. Gifts in Wills help fund our vital life-
changing services so that, whatever battles lie ahead for the RAF community, we can be there for them. 
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When we work together, we can achieve great things. We begin 2023 in the face of some significant challenges but, 
by coming together as one united community, we can support RAF veterans who are battling cold, hunger and 
loneliness. 
As we welcome in the New Year, I should like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support for our 
RAF Association. 
With my warmest good wishes for a healthy and secure year ahead. 

 
Air Marshal Sir Baz North KCB OBE MA FRAeS 
President of the RAF Association 
 

*************** 
TRIBUTE IN MEMORY OF - YVONNE VAN DEN DOOL: 
 

 
 

We received the sad news just before Christmas that Yvonne van der Dool had passed away in Hermanus at the age 
of 90. She was a legend of SA Aviation in her own right.   In 2017 she was interviewed by Refilwe Ledwaba (picture 
above) on behalf of the FAI. The transcript below is recorded in tribute to this grand old aviator. 
In 1955, Yvonne van den Dool became the first woman to hold a Senior Commercial Pilot's Licence 
in South Africa. She remained the only female pilot to do so for the next 17 years. Born in 
Johannesburg in 1930, van den Dool began flying at the age of 19 and was forced to work for free, 
and to take on dangerous missions her male peers didn’t want, to achieve her dreams. Now 87 (At 
the time of this interview) and living in Hermanus, a small coastal town 120kms from Cape Town, 
she has two daughters, three granddaughters and one great-granddaughter – and remains an 
outspoken advocate of women in the cockpit. “I am not a feminist,” van den Dool said. “In my opinion 
the best person for the job should get the job, regardless of their gender, colour or religion. I do think, 
though, that women have more patience, are more tenacious, and have less ego, which are all good 
qualities in a pilot!” Like many pilots, van den Dool was fascinated by flight from an early age. Flying 
planes was not her first choice of career, though. “My first ambition was to be an aeronautical 
engineer,” she said. “But I was unable to realise this dream because at the time the view in South 
Africa was: ‘women can't be engineers.’ However, when I won a bursary to get my ‘A’ licence, an 
entry-level pilot’s licence, I quickly became hooked on flying and decided to make it my career.”  
Her first step was to take an office job at the local airport, where she soon gathered enough hours 
in the air to get her private licence. “A year and a half later I got my commercial licence, joined the 
Weather Bureau to learn more about the weather, and then embarked on my first flying job,” van 
den Dool said. She got the job, flying in Basutoland, Lesotho, a treacherous, mountainous region, 
because “few men wanted to fly a light aircraft” there. “I was lucky to get that job, as women were 
not employed as pilots in those days, even though three women flew for the WAAF during World 
War 2,” van den Dool said. “This was 1949, when women were treated as second-hand citizens, 
and I had a difficult time, having to deal with unbelievable prejudice.” The discrimination against 
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female pilots at the time was so marked that van den Dool was not even paid for her dangerous 
job navigating the Basutoland Mountains. “My job in Basutoland turned out to be unpaid as the boss 
informed me that 'no-one will give a woman a job, so you won't leave us',” she said. “Unfortunately, 
he was right. But after I kept falling asleep flying because I was so hungry, I decided to join South 
African Airways as an airhostess. At least that way I could afford to eat!” 

 

By January 1955, van den Dool had qualified for the senior commercial pilot's licence, becoming the 
first women in South Africa to do so. She remained the only woman to hold a commercial licence 
and instrument rating for the next 17 years. However, prejudice continued to hold her back.                                                                              
“I flew commercially as a charter pilot for 34 years,” van den Dool said. “But due to my gender, I was 
never considered for airline or full-time military flying, in spite of applying to the relevant authorities 
many times.” Luckily, such setbacks did not prevent her having a long and exciting career – setting 
new altitude records and flying Tiger Moths at tree top level whilst spraying Tsetse flies at Kariba 
Dam.  
Since retiring as a commercial pilot, van den Dool has written a book about her experiences. "Aprons 
to Aeroplanes" is a sincere and colourful account of the challenges she faced to become a pilot in 
the 1950s. It also records the early history of female aviators in South Africa. “I personally knew 
most of the women involved, so I decided to record the information in a book on the early history of 
women's flying in South Africa to prevent it being lost,” she said. “Some of the information about that 
time will also be included in Refilwe Ledwaba’s new book, “Women and Aviation”, for which she flew 
from Johannesburg to interview me. With ladies like her taking to the skies, I think women’s aviation 
in South Africa is in good hands.” (FAI News) 

************** 


