
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 145 

13th January 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

The mixture as before – heavy downpours of rhetoric from ANC conference... cars submerged as 
heavy downpours hit Gauteng... another tanker overturns in Germiston – looters steal the diesel... 
yet another tanker accident closes the N12 last Saturday... 3 deaths a day on Gauteng roads during 
the holiday season... half the road fatalities are pedestrians... ongoing crisis of criminality at Eskom - 
attempt to poison de Ruyter... Mozambican kidnapping Kingpin remanded in custody... Swift arrests 
after Gift of Givers robbery... New scam to get desperate people to pay to be bumped up waiting list 
for houses… Plans to scrap TV licenses and tax us instead… BMW SA local Ad “racist and 
offensive”... female police captain and 2 accomplices arrested on charges of corruption, defeating 
the ends of justice, extortion and kidnapping – demanded R10 000 for release of foreign nationals... 
storm over burning bodies in Mozambique... SA “land of Assassins”... Well, well, 7 South Africans 
top Interpol’s most wanted list ... 
Oh My Gosh – Omicron - Covid out of China rears its head again... Joe Biden gets stiff letter from 
Texas Governor... visits US Mexico border – but not the hot-spots... Strikes and more UK strikes... 
Royal Mail hit by cyber incident... Russia declares Orthodox Christmas truce – and breaks it... 
Kremlin clashes with top Wagner mercenary leader... Attacker shot after stabbing 6 at Paris train 
station during rush hour…  Taliban fury at Prince Harry revelations... Harry’s book "sour cherry on 
the rancid cake"... Royal family has 'lost all trust' in Prince Harry... and a very serious matter - 
Nando’s chicken in UK “tastes like ShopRite chicken”… 
 

CORONATION COMING: 
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King Charles will maintain a 700-year-old tradition 
with a call-out for people to attend his coronation. 
The 74-year-old monarch took the throne in 
September following the death of his mother 
Queen Elizabeth II but will be formally crowned on 
6 May, and anyone whose ancestor has played a 
part in a previous coronation can apply to take part 
in this year's ceremony. While the ancient Court of 
Claims ritual is expected to prompt a flood of 
applications, most are likely to be left disappointed 
because they must provide evidence of their 
hereditary right to be involved. 
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It is expected most applications will come from peers or Church of England dioceses. Individuals 
or organisations wanting to get involved with the coronation can download a form and must submit 
it in writing by email or post to the newly-established Coronation Claims Office by 5.30pm on 3 
February. (Telegraph) 
 
RAF 2022: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE INDEFENSIBLE: 
 

As it is always the case for the Royal Air Force, its commitment and contribution to operations, over 
the past 12 months has been exceptional.  Its combat air and ISR fleets are providing support to 
NATO and the war in Ukraine. The Air Mobility Force, having surged for Op PITTING in 2021, flew 
several sorties into Ukraine in February of this year and has maintained a steady airbridge into 
Poland since March. Unfortunately, 2022 could also be described as an ‘Annus Horribilis’ for the 
RAF. Its leadership became involved in a recruitment crisis, its world-renowned display team were 
embroiled in accusations of sexual harassment, bullying, and misogyny, its flying training system is 
taking 5-7 years to get pilots onto Operational Conversion Units and a lack of F35 pilots means 
that the RAF is operating its most modern aircraft on a knife edge. In July this year, the Chief of the 
Air Staff talked about the war in Ukraine when he addressed the Global Air and Space Chiefs’ 
Conference when he spoke of ‘maintaining our leading edge’ and the ‘decisive effects’ we bring to 
the fight.  He failed to mention that his own service does not possess some of those ‘decisive effects’ 
being used in the air war over Ukraine such as anti-radiation missiles and airborne early warning 
and control aircraft. The former is of paramount importance when operating in such an environment 
dominated by surface to air missiles. The latter plays a pivotal role in control of the air. The Ukrainian 
Air Force’s ability to disperse and operate is something the RAF is also beginning to re-learn. One 
thing the war in Ukraine has demonstrated is the utility of drones, be they small commercial ones or 
larger military platforms such as the Bayraktar TB2. It has also demonstrated how vulnerable they 
are to either jamming or being shot down. The West’s Reapers and Predators that were seen as 
vital in previous conflicts are vulnerable to Russian air defences with Ukrainian pilots hinting at their 
limited use by saying: ‘It’s not Afghanistan here.’ The RAF took charge of its new Protector remotely 
piloted air system this year.  It boasts an impressive range and payload.  It also has an impressive 
price tag, with the programme for 16 airframes being in excess of £1Bn. Being able to operate in 
civilian airspace is a significant achievement but surviving in contested airspace is another thing 
entirely. The same vulnerabilities will also apply to the Army’s 45 Watchkeepers. The British military 
have invested a lot of money into uncrewed systems that may struggle to survive when the shooting 
starts. (The Wavell Room) 
 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER DEVELOPMENTS: 
 

 
 
Deploying Air Force resources to wherever they are needed and providing a secure operating base 
for them is a key challenge in modern warfare, hence the major investments in aircraft carrier 
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technology by competing military powers...                                    NORFOLK, Va. — 2022 has been a banner year 
for the Navy aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78). After years of setbacks, delays, and cost 
overruns, the $13 billion warship finally embarked upon its first deployment. Construction began in 
2009 at Newport News Shipbuilding, the ship was christened in 2013, and then commissioned in 
2017. But it wasn't until this past October that the Ford officially set sail. The aircraft carrier headed 
out to the North Atlantic to participate in exercises with eight NATO partners and allies in the Second 
and Sixth Fleet areas of operations. During the deployment, the Ford operated with Canada, 
Denmark, Spain, France, Germany, the Netherlands, and Sweden "to strengthen interoperability, 
while conducting a range of maritime operations and exercises," according to a Navy press release. 
"I am extremely proud of the hard work that has gone to prepare for this deployment. And I'm even 
more proud of the Ford sailors and strike group team for leading the charge for this first-in-class, 
state-of-the-art aircraft carrier," said Vice Admiral Daniel Dwyer, commander of the U.S. Second 
Fleet. It had been nearly 40 years since the Navy commissioned a new generation of aircraft carriers. 
Ford sailors were thrilled to be a part of this new chapter. The deployment came after several years 
of working out the kinks in 23 new technological systems, including 11 weapons elevators that didn't 
initially work, advanced arresting gear, and the electromagnetic aircraft launch system. The ship's 
crew had performed more than 10,000 launches of airplanes off the flight deck to make sure 
everything worked. "We're not in test mode. We are in operating mode. And all systems are go," 
said Captain Paul Lanzilotta, USS Gerald R. Ford Commanding Officer. In total, the Ford traveled 
more than 9,275 nautical miles. The 53-day deployment came to an end in late November, getting 
the Ford crew home in time for most of the holidays. Navy leaders have said the Ford will ship out 
on a longer, more traditional deployment, sometime in 2023. For a comparison of the latest 
Generation of carriers, see the YouTube clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVSjObNJ-rI 
  
DEADLY DRONES: 
 

 
 

Mostly, they come at night. Residents in Ukrainian cities are hearing the explosions from Russian 
kamikaze drones with great frequency. But the term "kamikaze" is actually somewhat misleading in 
this context. Kamikaze attacks were suicide missions carried out during World War II by young 
Japanese pilots who would crash their aircraft into Allied ships to create as much damage as 
possible. The death of the pilot was an intrinsic part of the entire concept. Drones on the other hand, 
don't have human pilots. The term "single-use" would be more fitting, because unlike Turkish 
Bayraktar drones, which return after bombing attacks or reconnaissance flights, so-called kamikaze 
drones are destroyed during attacks. The kamikaze drone model most commonly deployed in 
Ukraine is the Shahed-136. It's manufactured in Iran, though both Russia and Iran dispute the 
purchase of them. The Shahed-136 is around 3.5 meters (11.5 feet) long with delta wings that extend 
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2.5 meters. The drone can carry 50 kilograms (110 pounds) of explosives. It relies on a 
gasoline-powered rear propeller for propulsion. It's rather loud, and its top speed of 200 kilometres 
per hour (124 miles per hour) is relatively low. It has a range, however, of up to 2,000 kilometres 
(1,243 miles). Even if the actual range of the drone is actually a bit lower than its Iranian 
manufacturers claim, it's still significantly further than other kamikaze drones. The Shahed-136 
drones can reach every Ukrainian city from Russia. 
 
PHONE MR DELIVERY... 
 

Russia's defence ministry on Wednesday blamed the illegal use of mobile phones by its soldiers for 
a Ukranian missile attack that it said killed 89 servicemen, raising the reported death toll significantly. 
Moscow had previously said 63 Russian soldiers were killed in the weekend attack - but Kyiv claimed 
the death toll was much higher, with around 400 Russian soldiers killed and 300 more injured in the 
incident. The defence ministry's reaction came amid mounting anger among some Russian 
commentators, who are increasingly vocal about what they see as a half-hearted campaign in 
Ukraine. Most of the anger on social media was directed at military commanders rather than Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, who has not commented publicly on the attack which was another blow 
after major battlefield retreats in recent months. The Russians said four Ukrainian missiles hit a 
temporary barracks in a vocational college in Makiivka, twin city of the Russian-occupied regional 
capital of Donetsk in eastern Ukraine. Although an official probe has been launched, the main reason 
for the attack was clearly the illegal mass use of mobile phones by servicemen, the ministry said. 
"This factor allowed the enemy to track and determine the coordinates of the soldiers' location for a 
missile strike," it said in a statement issued just in the early hours of Wednesday morning Moscow 
time. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who rarely comments on specific Ukrainian military 
strikes, made no mention of the attack in a video address on Tuesday in which he said Russia was 
set to launch a major offensive to improve its fortunes. "We have no doubt that current masters of 
Russia will throw everything they have left and everyone they can round up to try to turn the tide of 
the war and at least delay their defeat," Zelenskyy said in a video address. "We have to disrupt this 
Russian scenario. We are preparing for this. The terrorists must lose. Any attempt at their new 
offensive must fail," he continued. Ukraine's military has said it launched a strike that resulted in 
Russian loss of equipment and possibly personnel near Makiivka. But it has given no further details. 
Russian nationalist bloggers and some pro-Russian officials in the region put the Makiivka death toll 
in the hundreds, though some say that those estimates are exaggerated. (Euronews) 
 
“PRE-BUNKING” MISINFORMATION: 
 

Western spy agencies should use intelligence to “pre-bunk” narratives pushed by Russia and other 
authoritarian states, the head of GCHQ (Government Communications) has said while guest editing 
BBC Radio 4’s Today programme. Jeremy Fleming, who leads the largest of Britain’s three main 
intelligence agencies, said on Thursday the war in Ukraine had prompted a significant opening up, 
in a Christmas broadcast co-produced by a serving spy chief for the first time. But Fleming – who 
was interviewing one of his US counterparts, Avril Haines, the director of national intelligence – 
acknowledged the new public outreach effort had had more impact in western countries than 
elsewhere around the world. “You’ve put a lot of effort into getting secret intelligence, but I always 
think it’s no point collecting it unless you use it,” Fleming said. “The sea change we’ve seen during 
this conflict of getting the intelligence out there and using it to ‘pre bunk’.” In the run-up to the war, 
western agencies issued a series of warnings, first generally that Russia planned “a multi-front” 
invasion of Ukraine and later that there was a specific pro-Russian coup plot and the Kremlin planned 
to fake a “very graphic” video as a pretext for the attack. However “much of the world” the GCHQ 
chief admitted “haven’t completely bought into that side of the argument” – reflecting scepticism 
about western intentions in Russia and countries sympathetic to it. Fleming is one of this week’s 
Today programme guest editors, who appear on the show and help select themes and guests. 
Others include Björn Ulvaeus from Abba and Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, released by Iran earlier this 
year. (The Guardian) 
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MATJIESFONTEIN VOOR OP DIE WA... 
 

South African space enthusiasts have welcomed the news that the US’s National Aeronautics and 
Space Agency and the South African National Space Agency have renewed their partnership in 
lunar exploration. A new deep space ground tracking station is to be built at Matjiesfontein in the 
Central Karoo District of the Western Cape to help the United States’ Artemis missions return 
humans to the Moon. The antenna will be one of several 18- to 24-metre communications antennas 
placed strategically around the globe to ensure near-continuous connectivity between astronauts on 
Nasa’s Artemis spacecraft and those who will subsequently come to work on and around the lunar 
surface. Previously, South Africa was home to a ground tracking station at Hartebeesthoek outside 
Johannesburg that played a critical role in Nasa’s Apollo missions in the 1960s. Artemis, named for 
Apollo’s twin sister, will land the first woman and first person of colour on the Moon, paving the way 
for a long-term lunar presence, and serving as a steppingstone to send astronauts to Mars. Raoul 
Hodges, managing director of the South African National Space Agency (Sansa) Space Operations, 
says a Deep Space Network has the ability to communicate with spacecraft, humans, probes and 
any other object that is beyond low-Earth orbit in space. Sansa intends to put up one antenna in 
2024. (Daily Maverick) 
 
MEMBERS WRITE: 
 

Derrick Page Writes: 
Good Morning Gentlemen, 
I trust you all have recovered from the traditional overindulgence of the Festive Season.  Maybe 
New Year Resolutions are still in force.  I am surprised that for the first time I have not gained weight. 
Obviously one needs heart surgery to curtail the intake of calories. My apologies are tendered for 
the Club Lunch coming Friday 13 January. Greetings to all.  I am sure the camaraderie, Karl's Quiz 
together with good food and wine will set the "bar" for 2023.  Enjoy & Cheers!!  Kind Regards, 
Derrick. 
 
More on Yvonne van der Dool: Karl Jensen writes: 
“Aaaah Ramblings #144, a lovely read, and my admiration for the effort as well as the content. Many 
thanks Bruce and Jon. 
That lady Yvonne van den Dool was married to Vic Lourens, a great guy who I flew with as Co-pilot 
on Viscounts when I joined SAA in 1968. Of course, I knew Yvonne van den “Doodle” when my late 
wife worked at Avex Air at Rand Airport at the time. Yvonne’s daughter married Juan van Ginkel, 
son of Mike, who with Nick Turvey owned the company. Yvonne rightfully bemoans her flying in the 
mountains of Basutoland (Lesotho) sans remuneration. I flew there too, in a Tripacer from 1963-
1965 being paid the princely sum of R100/month. In retrospect, I appreciate that I am still alive as 
so many friends died doing the same work in that treacherous terrain.”  
Karl also sent a comment received from by Theo Truter, who used to fly for Basutair:  
“Hi Karl, Thanks for news about Yvonne. Many years ago, I contacted her in Tzaneen several times, 
requesting a photostat or scan of her logbook page entries about her flying in the then Basutoland, 
She refused.  Maybe you could request that from Vic Lourens if he's still with us? I reckon it was 
because she was unpaid!  Her employer was ''Union Airways'' & this I learned from a fellow 
employee, Stoffel Louw, who set up a trading store at Matsaile (near Sehonghong). I've written, 
years ago, an article entitled ''Aviation Pioneers of Basotuland'' not yet published. It would be great 
to include more about her. Then I could try publication. Your own flying there could add more 
substance!  Cheers, Theo.” 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Well, here we are in the New Year with 2022 already receding into memory… trust you all had a 
good break with family and friends and have made it safely there and back if you were travelling… 
By the time you read this we will be on short finals for our first RAFOC function in 2023, the Ordinary 
Lunch this Friday, 13 January 2023, 12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers. We look forward to the return 
of the Aviation Quiz!  
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We have it on good authority that Captain Jensen has applied himself diligently to the compilation of 
this Edition of the Aviation Quiz. Intelligence sources have advised that a good knowledge of the De 
Havilland family of biplanes will equip most members to be able to venture answers with a good 
expectation of success, whatever their level of general aviation knowledge. Thank you to those who 
have booked with bookings@rafoc.org – it helps greatly to make the necessary organisation with 
the caterers. Let’s get the New Year off to a good start!                                                         
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

A Lighter look at life: 
 

If you see me talking to myself, just move along. I’m self-employed. We’re having a meeting. 
 
“Your call is very important to us.  Please enjoy this 40-minute flute solo". 
 
Does anyone else have a plastic bag full of plastic bags, or is it just me? 
 
I hate it when I can’t figure out how to operate the iPad and my tech support guy is asleep. He’s 5 
and it’s past his bedtime. 
 
Today’s 3-year-olds can switch on laptops and open their favorite apps. When I was 3, I ate mud. 
 
Tip for a successful marriage: Don’t ask your wife when dinner will be ready while she’s mowing the 
lawn. 
 
So, you drive across town to a gym to walk on a treadmill? 
 
I didn't make it to the gym today. That makes five years in a row. 
 
I decided to stop calling the bathroom "John" and renamed it the "Jim". I feel so much better saying 
I went to the Jim this morning. 
 
Old age is coming at a really bad time. 
 
If God wanted me to touch my toes, He would've put them on my knees. 
 
Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators. We haven't met yet. 
 
Why do I have to press one for English when you're just going to transfer me to someone I can't 
understand anyway? 
 
Now, I'm wondering . . . did I send this to you, did you send it to me, or have I only sent one copy? 
 
The Commandments for Seniors…… 
 
You don't need anger management. You need people to stop pissing you off. 
 
Your people skills are just fine. It's your tolerance for idiots that needs work. 
 
"On time" is when you get there... 
 
Even duct tape can't fix stupid – but it sure does muffle the sound. 
 
It would be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes, then come out wrinkle-
free... and three sizes smaller. 
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Lately, you've noticed people your age are so much older than you. 
 
"One for the road" means peeing before you leave the house. 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          



 8
 
LOCKHEED CONSTELLATION ZS DVJ: 
 

Dyneamic Bearings 2023 Calendar (Kindly distributed by Gordon Dyne) sports a picture of a TWA 
Constellation over New York, bringing memories of the days when SAA and others operated these 
fine aircraft in SA. One was ZS DVJ. Delivered new to Lufthansa in 1958, subsequently leased in 
turn to World Airways, Trek, SAA, Safari Travel, Luxair and back to Trek, and narrowly avoiding 
being scrapped by the wrecking crew of SAA, this old lady is finally safely at rest in the SAA Museum 
at Rand Airport. The Constellation spent a number of years parked at Klein Kariba between 
Warmbaths and Nylstroom in the foothills of the Waterberg near the old N1, now the R101, before 
being returned to the (then) SAA Museum at Jan Smuts 
 

                                                                                                                                         
LANDING AT WARMBATHS IN 1971                                                                         THE WAY IT WAS... 
 

PARKED AT KLEIN KARIBA  

 
 
 
 
WHAT MIGHT BE: FOOD FOR THOUGHT: 
 

“Once we get it right our economy will grow by more than 5% per annum for a decade and longer, 
and employment will grow strongly providing a better life for all.” Who would argue? The world sends 
South Africa favourable grants and favourable loans to meet its CO₂ net zero targets for green 
energy, and at the same time buys all the coal we can export at prices 250% higher than two years 
ago. Financing worth $8.5 billion (about R144bn) from the US, the EU and Britain was given to South 
Africa. It sounds too good to be true and we all know what that means. But currently there are other 
strange assumptions that are not easy to explain. 
 



 9
The production of a solar farm requires three times more mineral resources than a similar-
sized coal plant and constructing a wind farm needs 13 times as much as a comparable gas-fired 
plant. (not sure about this because when it is built they both use energy delivered free of charge – Jon Adams) South 
Africa needs to spend $250bn over the next three decades closing down its coal-fired power plants 
and replacing them with green energy, according to a study by the Blended Finance Taskforce and 
the Centre for Sustainability Transitions at Stellenbosch University. Minister of Energy Gwede 
Mantashe is making the plea for coal. “My understanding is that Eskom has 45 000 megawatts 
connected, but at best gives us 26 000MW, and this when there is a gap of 22 000MW not 
decommissioned not giving us energy,” he said. 
“Therefore, with that capacity connected I think there can be no collapse of energy generation, but 
we should pay attention and be servicing the units that are available in Eskom, connected, having 
capacity to give us energy, they must give us energy.” 
He went on to say that if the power utility were to bow to pressure to do “what is appearing nice”, 
alluding to a swift move away from coal, “then we are going to be in darkness.” 
On the question of organised crime at Eskom, Mantashe said they had to counter the threat to energy 
generation, not only at Eskom, but at new renewables plants. He cited the fate of the solar power 
plant at Hazelmere, north of Durban, which cost R25 million to construct, and which only lasted four 
years after it was targeted by looters. 
It might not be popular, but the minister may have a point that is worth discussion. 
Here some interesting facts about coal in South Africa: 
*The coal industry employed 92 230 people in 2019 (86 647 in 2018), representing about 19% of 
total employment in the mining sector 
* 258.9 million tons of coal was produced in 2019 (253Mt in 2018) with total coal sales of R139.3bn 
(R146bn in 2018) 
* Net investment in the coal industry was R4.5bn in 2010, decreasing to R2.5bn in 2018 - an average 
decline of 15% per year. This is even though coal is a major source of electricity in the country 
* 70% of coal volume is consumed domestically and more than 70% of electricity demand is 
generated from coal power 
In a recent development, Richards Bay Coal Terminal (RBCT) has cancelled an export entitlement 
contract with Optimum Coal Mine in a development that has provoked an outcry by contractors who 
claim 2 000 jobs will be lost. 
The recoverable coal reserves in South Africa amount to 66.7 billion tons, equivalent to about 7% of 
the world’s total (DMR, 2016). 
A study by Nova Economics on behalf of Eskom estimates that 1% load shedding (as percentage of 
electricity sales) is associated with a 0.4% decrease in GDP growth. 
The cost of an entire day of load shedding to the economy is estimated as: 
• Stage 1 (1 000MW): R235.5m 
• Stage 2 (2 000MW): R471.3m 
•Stage 3 (3 000MW): R706.7m 
• Stage 4 (4 000MW): R942.4m. 
In the decade that Eskom reduced its electricity production by almost 10% the economy became 
11% larger. 
It is nothing less than spectacular that the economy was able to perform at this level in spite of 
Eskom, SAA, Denel, Transnet and Prasa. 
Another layer of incredible adverse conditions came from the large level of state capture which 
consisted not only of looting and corruption, but also many other activities such as the efforts to 
disable the law enforcement agencies, the attack on the judiciary and the various acts of sabotage 
on our Infrastructure. 
It is noteworthy to compare Eskom to Sasol. Sasol Mining produces about 40 Mt of saleable coal 
per annum, which is mainly used as gasification feedstock for Sasol Synfuels in Secunda and utilities 
coal for the Sasolburg operations. 
Sasol uses roughly 40% of the amount of coal that Eskom uses. There has never been complains 
about coal quality issues, excuses such as wet coal, or sabotage at the plants or that the Guptas 
got hold of one of the Sasol mines such as Optimum? 
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If Sasol were to be given a management mandate to run Eskom, we can be assured that 
many operational issues will be resolved, the workforce will be right-sized, that is, surplus workers 
will be retrenched timeously. 
Before Covid-19 SAA had 700 pilots, today it has 80; it comes down to too little too late, this fate 
seems likely for Eskom. 
Everything stated above that went wrong can and will be reversed, of that I have no doubt. 
Once we get that right our economy will grow by more than 5% per annum for a decade and longer, 
and employment will grow strongly providing a better life for all. 
(Corrie Kruger is an Independent Analyst, writing in BusinessTech) 

 
 


