
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 146 

20th January 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

NERSA grants swingeing price increase to Eskom... Stage 6 loadshedding causes massive 
disruption… City Power batteries failing under loadshedding… calls for national stayaway… 
Ramaphosa cancels Davos trip to focus on loadshedding crisis… mayhem in Roodepoort as truck 
ploughs into informal taxi rank... SASSA Offices owe municipalities millions in unpaid rates and 
services… Joburg CBD volatile as informal trader killed in JMPD “stop and search”… AA challenges 
reported road fatalities down by 13,9% nationally over festive season… South African drivers and 
Toyota do well in Dakar… 2 suspects shot dead trying to rob Mosque… Russian Foreign Minister 
Lavrov heads for SA as Russian Navy takes part in exercises with SA Navy… Tiger on the loose in 
Walkerville sadly euthanised… SAPS driven out of Limpopo Police Station by vicious ghosts… 
 

Jacinta Ardern resigns as NZ PM... UK flooding and travel disruption after heavy rain... Iran executes 
British-Iranian dual national Alireza Akbari... NHS gripped by 'deep crisis'... Royal family deeply 
concerned about Harry’s future disclosures... Prince Harry a “fool” for disclosing security 
arrangements... US President Joe Biden admits classified files found in his garage... Russia’s 
humiliating U-turn over Soledar capture claims... Putin's command shake-up is doomed to fail?... 
Putin accuses minister of “not trying hard enough” to obtain more aircraft… Elvis Presley’s only 
daughter Lisa dies at 54… Rafa Nadal out of Australian Open, rages at Umpire, “devastated” at 
injury and loss… UK government blocks Scotland’s gender equality Bill… Oh Dear… 
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RAFOC has for the last few years sponsored the RAFA 
Chairman’s Reception that follows the Battle of Britain 
Service at St Margaret’s Church in Bedfordview on the 
Sunday closest to the 15 September, the official Battle of 
Britain Day. As a token of appreciation RAFA last year 
presented a set of RAF Wings to RAFOC. These Wings are 
the last of those specially die-cast by a skilled member of 
RAFA back in the days when RAFA Johannesburg was a 
large and busy Branch of the many in the South African Area 
of the Association.  
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Sadly, Anno Domini has whittled down membership numbers and all the other regional Branches 
have progressively closed, Cape Town being the last. This leaves Johannesburg as the de-facto 
South African Area representative. 
 
LT CDR PETER IMRIE RN: 
 

  
 
 

Lt Cdr Imrie volunteered for Operation Mikado – a daring mission to protect Britain’s Navy fleet by 
attacking a Super Etendard fighter base in Argentina. The plan involved flying a Sea King to the 
Argentinian mainland, dropping off an SAS team and then making their way to neutral Chile on foot. 
Imrie and two crewmates took off from HMS Invincible with an SAS team on a recce mission, flying 
at speed below 20ft to avoid detection, with rudimentary navigation systems. But extreme weather 
and white-out conditions forced the aircraft to land 12 miles short of the target. SERE instructor Mark 
Fairhead said: “The mission was aborted, and they used the little remaining fuel to get to Chile. With 
the recce patrol unloaded the crew spent seven days on the run as ordered. “They headed for a 
local port in the hope of boarding a British-friendly vessel but were captured by Chilean security 
forces and questioned before being officially deported a couple of days later.” It was a daring and 
grueling mission in a war which Imrie described as the Royal Navy’s ‘finest hour’. Invitations to sign 
the Wall of Honour are offered to crew who have won gallantry awards, crashed, ejected, ditched or 
abandoned an aircraft and escaped the enemy to get back to fly. 
 
SUSTAINABLE AVIATION FUEL: 
  

 
 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel – which is made from waste-based sustainable feedstocks, such as used 
cooking oil – reduces lifecycle carbon emissions on average by up to 80% compared to conventional 
jet fuel, in time, increased use of sustainable aviation fuel should lessen the RAF’s reliance on global 
supply chains and fossil fuels and so improve operational resilience. Different approaches to 
reducing carbon emissions will suit different platforms and environments. As such, a range of 
alternative fuel options are being looked at to ensure the UK is at the forefront of all developing 
technology. “We have learnt a great deal during this trial and now have confidence in our ability to 

A HELICOPTER crewman who took part in a Special 
Forces mission during the Falklands War has become 
the latest hero to sign on at Cranwell’s Wall of Honour. 
Fleet Air Arm Lt Cdr Peter Imrie was one of the first 
rescuers on the scene after the Argentinian Exocet 
missile attack on HMS Sheffield that sank the destroyer 
killing 20 crew while he was flying on Sea Kings from the 
carrier HMS Hermes with 846 Commando Sqn. But it 
was his later exploits with the SAS behind enemy lines 
that led to his invitation to join aviators celebrated on the 
Aircrew Survival, Evasion and Resistance (SERE) 
Training Centre monument. 
 

The Royal Air Force has used sustainable aviation fuel 
blended with regular jet fuel to achieve the first 
sustainable aviation fuel blend air-to-air refuelling of a 
Typhoon and C-130 Hercules aircraft. A RAF Voyager 
delivered the fuel to the Typhoon and Hercules. The 
Voyager was previously used in successful initial trials 
in November 2022 where it flew on 100% sustainable 
aviation fuel. The leftover fuel from the Voyager trial 
was mixed with regular fuel at around 46-48%. The 
RAF worked with Air BP to re-certify the fuel and 
achieve the required standards needed for a safe and 
effective mission. 
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use blends of Sustainable Aviation Fuel now and in the future. The trial proved there is no detriment 
to performance as we strive towards reduced emissions targets. This was a first for both Typhoon 
and the Hercules and we believe that we are the first Air Force to conduct an Air-to-Air refuel 
operation with a sustainable aviation fuel bend at this level (46-48%). We are hugely grateful to Air 
BP for their expertise in assisting us with the re-manufacture and re-certification process to enable 
this successful result.” Squadron Leader Evans, RAF Supply Project Manager (RAF News) 
 
HELLISH BATTLE FOR SOLEDAR: 
 

 

without helmets, with one magazine in the machine gun. In the very close infantry battles, we heard 
their commanders shouting: ‘Not a step back. We will shoot.’ We heard and saw it with our own 
eyes.” While most analysts believe Russia’s ultimate objective in Soledar to be the weakening of 
Ukrainian defences around Bakhmut, permitting its further encirclement, the cost so far in Russian 
dead has been enormous, with claims that Moscow is losing 100 soldiers a day sometimes. The 
Institute for the Study of War was sceptical about the advantage gained by Russian forces. “Russian 
information operations have over-exaggerated the importance of Soledar, which is at best a Russian 
pyrrhic tactical victory,” it said in a recent update. “[We] continue to assess that the capture of 
Soledar – a settlement smaller than 5.5 sq. miles – will not enable Russian forces to exert control 
over critical Ukrainian ground lines of communication into Bakhmut nor better position Russian 
forces to encircle the city in the short term.” The fighting for Soledar has also highlighted the 
increasingly toxic rivalries and dysfunctional relationships between the Russian defence ministry 
leadership and the Wagner group’s founder, Prigozhin, who has played an increasingly visible role 
in Ukraine. His premature statement on Wednesday that Soledar was won exclusively by 
Wagner was challenged by accounts from the defence ministry, which described action by airborne 
troops and other forces in the battle for Soledar. Some analysts have suggested that Putin’s shakeup 
of the military leadership this week was in part an attempt to show that the defence ministry still has 
his support and is in charge as the troubled conflict nears the 11-month mark. (The Guardian) 

 
HUNDREDS OF metal detectors and bomb de-arming kits are to be airlifted to Ukraine to help clear 
minefields and booby-trapped homes. The latest deliveries, that will continue throughout 2023, come 
after the UK donated more than 1,000 missiles and 125 anti-aircraft guns to defend against Russian 
strikes on the country’s cities and infrastructure. Since 2022, the RAF has flown more than 240 
sorties to move thousands of tonnes of military aid – from sophisticated rockets to winter clothing. 
Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said: “Russia’s use of landmines and its targeting of civilian 
infrastructure underline the shocking cruelty of Putin’s invasion. “This latest package of UK support 
will help Ukraine safely clear land and buildings as it reclaims its rightful territory.” In addition, military 
instructors including RAF Regt specialists, expect to train up to 20,000 more Ukrainian troops this 
year, on top of the 11,000 recruits given combat skills in the UK during 2022. The Vallon metal 
detectors will help troops breach minefields, create safe routes on roads and paths and clear 
infrastructure and houses, allowing people to return home. The bomb kits are designed to de-arm 
the fuses from unexploded Russian bombs, munitions and improvised explosive devices. The UK 

Oleksandr Pohrebyskyy, a Ukrainian 
soldier from the 46th airmobile brigade 
recently evacuated from Soledar with 
hypothermia, described the fighting in an 
interview this week with Ukrainian 
Pravda. Pohrebyskyy described coming 
across dead Russian fighters who had 
been killed in their vehicle on an 
ammunition resupply run: “It was just 
suicide … When we approached them, 
the dead, we saw that the driver and 
other soldiers were without body armour, 
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has established the International Fund for Ukraine which uses contributions from partners to 
rapidly procure priority military material. Britain provided £2.3bn of military aid to Ukraine in 2022 – 
more than any other nation except the United States. 
 
NEMESIS? 
 

JUSTICE MINISTERS from around the world will meet in London in March to support investigations 
into Russian war crimes in Ukraine. The Lancaster House summit hosted by Deputy Prime Minister 
Dominic Raab and Dutch Minister Dilan Yesilgöz-Zegerius aims to increase global financial and 
practical backing for International Criminal Court prosecutions. The news comes as Russian forces 
continue striking at crucial energy infrastructure in the freezing cold of winter, while in reclaimed 
areas of the country prosecutors continue to gather evidence of atrocities and sexual violence. Mr 
Raab said: “Russian forces should know they cannot act with impunity, and we will back Ukraine 
until justice is served. “Almost a year on from the illegal invasion, the international community must 
give its strongest backing to the ICC so war criminals can be held to account.” Ms Yesilgöz-Zegerius 
said: “The reports and images of Russia’s unlawful and unprovoked armed attack on Ukraine are 
horrific. For us it is crystal clear: these crimes may not go unpunished.” Last year, the UK offered 
the ICC an additional £1 million funding and police assistance. It is helping to train 30 Ukrainian 
judges to conduct war trials with a programme for prosecutors led by the Crown Prosecution Service 
due to start later this year. So far court proceedings have begun in more than 200 cases with 50,000 
war crimes files opened to date. 
 
BODY BURNING IN MOZAMBIQUE: 
 

Many readers will have seen an offensive video clip, showing a number of soldiers in different 
camouflage uniforms throwing unidentified bodies on to a pile of burning debris.  The regional body 
which authorised the multinational military deployment to Mozambique to combat terrorism – the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) – has added its voice to others expressing 
disgust and revulsion at a social media video clip purporting to depict soldiers burning bodies. 
Namibian President, Hage Geingob, who chairs the SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security, 
said in a statement yesterday (Thursday, 12 January), he noted “with regret” the video clip and “informs 
the general public SAMIM (SADC Mission in Mozambique) leadership instituted investigations to 
establish the circumstances of the matter, a result of which will be shared once completed.” He 
emphasised the southern African regional bloc does not condone the acts reflected in the video and, 
once investigations are completed, SADC will take appropriate measures in line with the 
international Law of Armed Conflict. “The SAMIM force has always conducted itself in a professional, 
efficient and responsible manner in line with applicable laws and the rules of engagement governing 
SAMIM operations. “On behalf of SADC and myself, I reiterate SADC’s commitment to peace and 
security in the region. “In this regard, SADC will continue to support Mozambique, through SAMIM, 
in combatting terrorism and acts of violent extremism in Cabo Delgado Province by neutralising the 
terrorist threat and restoring security to create a secure environment and pave the way for 
sustainable development of Mozambique and the SADC region,” the statement has it. The offending 
video clip, showing a number of soldiers in different bush uniforms throwing unidentified bodies on 
to a pile of burning debris, was apparently shot in the wake of a SAMIM attack on an ASWJ (Al 
Sunnah Wa Jama’ah) base. It was, according to the SA National Defence Force (SANDF) 
Directorate Corporate Communication (DCC) “apparently” taken in November. SADC countries 
contributing troops and equipment to SAMIM are Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. All work in 
collaboration with the Forças Armadas de Defesa de Moçambique (FADM) and a thousand strong 
contingent of Rwandan soldiers and support personnel. 
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DRONE SAFETY: 

 
Military aircraft and drones both share the same 0-400ft airspace. 
 
At a court case in January 2023, an amateur drone operator pleaded guilty to endangering an 
RAF Battle of Britain Flight Hurricane aircraft, during a flypast at Buxton Carnival in 2022. He illegally 
flew his drone in close proximity to the aircraft which endangered the lives of the crew and people 
on the ground. Legal drone flights can also pose a significant threat to the safety of military aircraft 
and the public. RAF (and Army and Navy) aircraft regularly conduct low flying training, across the 
whole of the country, with fast jets potentially as low as 100ft and helicopters even lower.                       
For everyone’s safety the RAF want to share the airspace with drones safely. Both operate on a 'see 
and avoid' principle but realistically, it is a lot easier for a drone operator to see (and hear) 
approaching low flying military aircraft than it is for RAF crews to spot a drone. If a drone operator 
sees or hears an aircraft approaching, they should immediately drop their drone as low as possible 
to keep both our aircraft and the drone safe. We will always try to avoid drones if we see them but, 
flying at high speeds, it is not guaranteed. An FRZ is a 2 or 2.5nm radius cylinder around an RAF 
airbase, with 1km x 5km ‘buffers’ on the runway approach and departure lanes. It goes from ground 
level to 2000ft, and it is against the law to fly a drone of any mass or size within it. You can check 
the NATS site for details of FRZs and whether your drone flight falls within one. (RAF News) 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Our first 2023 Lunch was last Friday, when a smallish contingent gathered in the Cigar Bar for lunch. 
The menu of Spanakopita Starter, Rump Steak Main and Apple Tart Dessert met with mixed 
reception from the diners, ranging from very good to very bad with many other adjectives in the 
mixture... (We welcome compliments and printable suggestions on the lunch and will certainly take them on-board. 
Please email to the Committee - bookings@rafoc.org) 
The Aviation Quiz produced and compered by Capt Karl Jensen was well up to the standard set-in 
previous editions and met with a very good reception as the Red and Blue teams tackled the visuals 
and clues. The answers on both sides ranged from knowledgeable and authoritative through well-
informed to wild guesses with a fair amount of heckling, camel-trading for points and hilarity thrown 
into the mix. The Teams were evenly matched as the score showed – there was one point separating 
the teams. 
The ever-popular “Russell’s Raffle” saw the Vice-Chairman winning the ‘Presidents Scotch.’ 
Our next function is the February Members Lunch on Friday 3 February 2023. 12h30 for 13h00 at 
Wanderers. Suggestions for speakers at future lunches are most welcome as we get back into 
gear… 
We hope you enjoy the piece at the end on a part of the RAF’s colourful history a hundred years 
ago. And thanks to the regular contributors who send in items of interest… 
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TAILPIECE: 
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************************** 

A CENTURY OF “THE GREAT GAME” IN WAZIRISTAN: 
 

 
 

 
 

This 1946 picture (top) of a bus built on a Chevrolet chassis arrived in a collection of archived National 
Geographic pictures. The “Royal Mail Service” headboard, the names of Razmak and Jandola and 
the “Mahsud Convoy” badge on the headboard provided a link to events involving RAF Operations 
of a century ago. In 1919, the Afghans invaded the North-West Frontier. Although the British quickly 
defeated them, many of the frontier tribes rose up in response, especially those in Waziristan. Over 

A Royal Mail bus with armed guards heads 
out from Razmak to Jandola, April 1946. 
Photograph by Maynard Owen Williams, 
National Geographic 

Bristol Fighters on an airfield on the frontier, c1922 
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10,000 troops from the Indian Army took part in the campaign to re-establish British control of the 
border areas and 1,300 men were killed in action or died from their wounds and sickness. Although 
there was much heavy fighting on the ground, the British bombing of Wazir and Mahsud villages 
eventually brought the conflict to an end in 1922. The difficulties they had experienced in Waziristan 
made the British establish a self-contained cantonment capable of holding 10,000 men at Razmak. 
The force there included the Razmak Movable Column (RAZCOL), consisting of a strong all-arms 
brigade with pack transport that could quickly patrol the surrounding region. Since March 2007, 
Royal Air Force pilots of 39 Squadron have patrolled Afghanistan from control stations at Creech Air 
Force Base, near Las Vegas, Nevada. Flying MQ-1 Reaper unmanned combat airplanes, the pilots, 
along with their allies in the U.S. Air Force 15th Reconnaissance Squadron, have watched Afghan 
villages, deserts, and ancient mountains scroll across their video screens as they seek and 
sometimes strike the Taliban, al Qaeda, and other jihadists. The pilots see today, through the magic 
of a satellite link, landscapes almost identical to those their predecessors in 39 Squadron saw in the 
1920s and1930s from the cockpits of Bristol Fighters, Westland Wapiti biplanes and Hawker Harts. 
On March 1, 1924, RAF Chief of the Air Staff Hugh Trenchard issued a directive entitled 
“Employment of Aircraft on the North-West Frontier of India.” It was stamped “SECRET” and opened 
with a mild declaration: “The problem of controlling the tribal territory… has always needed special 
treatment by reason of the psychology, social organization and mode of life of the tribesmen and the 
nature of the country they inhabit.” The North-West Frontier was a rough, fortress province on the 
edge of the British Empire, in what is now Pakistan. Since the mid-19th century, the Wazirs, 
Mahsuds, and other mountain tribes who lived in the area had harassed the British by stealing cattle, 
looting, and kidnapping and ransoming British citizens. Stirred up by Britain’s two invasions of 
Afghanistan in the 1800s, tribesmen in the insular, autonomous district of Waziristan challenged 
British forces in the North-West Frontier, even after the 1919 armistice ending the third British-
Afghan War. The RAF squadrons sent to Miram Shah and other remote Waziristan bases were 
playing a part in what Rudyard Kipling immortalized in his 1900 novel Kim as “the Great Game.” Like 
the characters in the novel, the airmen were caught up in the struggle between Russia and Great 
Britain for dominance of south Asia. (Britain’s invasions of Afghanistan had been attempts to deter 
Russian expansion into that country.) The British and Indian soldiers patrolling the dangerous hills 
of Waziristan, however, and the airmen who came to assist them didn’t have time to think about 
grand strategies. They had their hands full defending against attacks on their convoys, forts, and 
patrols, some of them waged by the very militias the British had formed and armed to aid in their 
conquest of Afghanistan. To defend the British colonial territory, the RAF devised a new form of 
frontier warfare, which its strategists called “air policing.” It took a few years to build the air policing 
force. G.M. Knocker, later group captain of 28 Squadron, wrote in his diary in April 1922, “on 6th 
April word came...that some 2,000 Afghan and other wild men had laid siege to the fort at Wana [in 
South Waziristan] and that all available aircraft from 28 and other squadrons on the Frontier were to 
proceed to Tank [a base to the east of Wana].” This sounds like a prompt and capable response. 
But he continues, “Available aircraft of 28 Squadron consisted of one Bristol Fighter - my aircraft, 
and that was in none too good shape.” In August 1922, aircraft serviceability really was a sad state 
of affairs. “Out of 70 aircraft only seven were fit for operations,” writes Chaz Bowyer in The Flying 
Elephants: a history of No. 27 Sqn RFC-RAF 1915–69. “It was all due to funding: the RAF in India 
came under the Army budget.” There was considerable rivalry between the services, and the money 
went to the foot soldiers. If a pilot were forced down over hostile territory, he was advised to “first 
remove the bolt from the Lewis gun and throw [the bolt] overboard.” On reaching the ground, every 
effort was to be made to burn the airplane “by firing a bullet or [flare] into the petrol tank.” And, if 
escape was out of the question, some advice was given, with typical British understatement: “It will 
be wisest to surrender with good grace and a bold demeanour, preferably to the older and more 
important-looking men among the crowd; the younger element is liable to be hot-headed and 
unpleasant.” British offered a reward of 9,000 rupees for return of a downed airman, and the promise 
generally resulted in fair treatment in captivity. Crash-landing in “black clouds and heavy rain” over 
western Waziristan in the summer of 1924, A.J. (Jack) Capel - later Air Vice Marshal - “tried to set 
alight the machine, but before we got it to burn, we were surrounded on all sides by tribesmen, who 
quickly got hold of us,” he wrote to his sister. He reported that because of the reward offered, the 
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Wazirs and Mahsuds fought over him. The Wazirs won, and a several days later, “I got sent 
up from the camp a good box of tinned food, a bottle of whisky and some beer and some clothes...” 
After three days, the ransom was paid, and he was released with a 1,000-rupee note from his 
abductors, which they included, he said, for his “inconvenience.” Such hospitality couldn’t always be 
expected, so the RAF invented what they nicknamed “gooli chits” - safe conduct letters for air crew. 
Gooli is the Pashto word for ball. Rumour had it that tribesmen often castrated their captives. The 
chits promised a reward if the bearer were returned with all parts intact. A beer-drinking song in the 
mess summed up the ghastly prospect: “No balls at all, No balls at all, When your engine cuts out, 
you’ll have no balls at all.” In 2010, Royal Air Force Flight Lieutenant Duncan Swainston of 39 
Squadron flew MQ-1 Reapers monitoring the area of the world where the Great Game had been 
played. He said that the Royal Air Force was then conducting missions only in Afghanistan, and that 
he was not flying over any part of Pakistan. The United States were. Although the Pentagon and 
Department of State didn’t acknowledge the attacks, Pakistani security organizations as well as the 
Associated Press and Reuters reported 75 missile strikes in Pakistan’s Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas between September 1, 2010, and the end of February 2013. Many of them targeted the same 
villages that protected the Faqir of Ipi in the 1920s: Datta Khel, for example, which was once a 
garrison staffed by recruits from local tribes led by British officers, and Mohammed Khel, just 20 
miles west of the old RAF base at Miram Shah. The drones targeted supporters of Osama bin Laden, 
the new Faqir who for almost 10 years escaped his hunters. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/air-space-magazine/the-bombing-of-waziristan-162104725/  
- and 
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/north-west-frontier-india 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


