
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 148 

3rd February 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

State of Disaster: aren’t we there already?... stage 5 power cuts hit; Stage6 and water cuts loom… 
Ramaphosa in Namibia for Summit… Mafe's defence attorney, Luvuyo Godla, has told the court his 
client refused to leave his prison cell on Friday morning…  20 Port St John’s homesteads were set 
alight last Thursday morning… Four foreign nationals in court for stealing R250 000 worth of fibre 
and electric cables... Denny mushroom farm in KZN torched... Farms quarantined for swine fever… 
Astral foods profit plunge as power crisis hits poultry production… Vrede dairy corruption trial under 
way… Elusive tiger in the Edenvale area of Gauteng... Bulletproof vests and bodyguards needed for 
Eskom plant managers... Proteas win ODI series against England, lose last match... 
Murderous Mosque attack in Pakistan… Unprecedented floods in Auckland NZ – Après Arderne, le 
Deluge!... Eight Israelis killed leaving synagogue in East Jerusalem... 100 days of Rishi Sunak as 
PM... All flights cancelled as Flybe airline ceases trading... State-linked hackers in Russia and Iran 
are targeting UK groups... UK police have forgotten why they exist... Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike 
Wigston appears for a wigging before Parliamentary Committee… New barrage of 55 cruise missiles 
unleashed At Ukraine… Wagner mercenaries shot for fleeing Ukraine... 'TikTok warriors': What are 
Chechen fighters doing in Ukraine?... Ukraine war challenges “nuclear order” of last 60 years… US 
General says US could be at war with China over Taiwan in 2 years… Mysterious illness rocks North 
Korea... SATOUR to sponsor Tottenham Hotspur… Prince Andrew: never has a bathtub been 
subject to such intense scrutiny... 
 
SAAF PRESTIGE PARADE, FRIDAY 27 JANUARY: 
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The SA Air Force traditionally 
celebrates its “birthday” on the 1st 
February each year and 2023 
marks 103 years, with the SAAF 
having been formed in 1920. It is 
well known that General Smuts 
was instrumental in the formation 
of the Royal Air Force and he 
instructed Sir Pierre van Ryneveld 
to form the Air Force of the Union 
of South Africa. 
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Weather was clear with very little wind which made for a very hot day. Fixed wing aircraft participating 
in the flypast had re-positioned to AFB Waterkloof, with the helicopter formation settling in Snake 
Valley. The SAAF Prestige Parade started with a bang as the Augusta helicopters bearing the 
National and Air Force flags flew past and the artillery salute firing commenced, while the Chief of 
the SA Air Force Lt Gen Wiseman Mbambo took the general salute. Various awards had been made 
at the Prestige Evening, the previous evening, but the unit of the SA Air Force for the year had yet 
to be announced. There were three units nominated as contenders: AFB Langebaanweg, AFB 
Overberg and AFB Bloemspruit. Beginning his speech, the Chief of the Airforce reflected on 103 
years of SAAF history and was to look at current situation and challenges and then look to the future. 
He announced AFB Overberg as the winning unit of the year, to a fanfare from the Air Force Band. 
The trophy was presented to the Officer Commanding of AFB Overberg. The Chief said the Air Force 
had to “grow its own timber” and the prestige awards were part of acknowledging achievements of 
members in various bases and units. Lt Gen. Mambo then continued with his speech. A quantum 
leap of thinking was required to work more effectively with shrinking resources. SAAF members at 
all levels were encouraged to challenge the status quo to embrace opportunities for improvement 
that technology adoption could offer. The SAAF was to move to paperless administration and to use 
technology to respond more quickly. Communication speed and effectiveness is to be improved by 
use of technology. The concept of “total wellness” for members of the SAAF was introduced and 
progress on this would be announced during the coming year. In house capability developments 
were to be accelerated and some of these would be unveiled by the end of 2023. 
 
DELIVERING HOPE, PROJECTING LETHALITY: 
 

 
 

Under the title of “Delivering Hope, Projecting Lethality,” two United States Air Force (USAF) air-air 
refuelling tankers made a brief stop in Cape Town on Wednesday 25 January as part of an 
endurance mission. The two Boeing KC-135R Stratotanker aircraft, one from the 6th Air Refueling 
Wing (6th ARW) at MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, and Fairchild Air Force Base, Washington, are 
on a 32 200 km endurance mission across the Southern Hemisphere. This, according to the 
6th ARW Public Affairs Office, is to demonstrate the global reach capability of the USAF while also 
enhancing partnerships with numerous countries in the Southern Hemisphere over a seven-day trip 
around the world. The trip will take the two tankers to South America (Brazil was visited on 23 
January), Africa (Cape Town), Australia (Perth) and the Indo-Pacific before returning to their 
respective stations. Whilst KC-135R crews routinely circumnavigate the world, it is usually in the 
Northern Hemisphere. However, this operation is more than circumnavigating the Southern 
Hemisphere. Both tankers are more than 60 years old and are from two different bases separated 
by the entire continental United States, adding an additional layer of complexity that future high-end 
fights will present. “We are in the business of delivering hope and projecting lethality around the 
world, anytime, anywhere,” said Colonel Adam Bingham, 6th Air Refueling Wing commander. “We’re 
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ensuring we have the right operational capabilities to bolster deterrence and maintain 
competitive advantage for the US and our allies and partners across the globe.” The KC-135R 
Stratotanker provides the core aerial refuelling capability for the United States Air Force, with the 
newer Boeing KC-46 Pegasus in the process of delivery to initially replace older KC-135 
Stratotankers. The USAF intends to procure 179 Pegasus aircraft by 2027. Concurrently, a USAF 
Boeing C-40 Clipper (a military version of the civilian Boeing 737 passenger aircraft) is at Lanseria 
Airport (Johannesburg), transporting US Secretary of the Treasury, Janet Yellen, on her visit to 
South Africa. (DefenceWeb) 
 
OPERATION PELEDA, ESTONIA: 
 

 
 

During the deployment the aircraft will be supporting the UK-led enhanced Forward Presence in 
Estonia, working with UK forces and NATO Allies in the country. The Chinooks will be working 
closely with Estonian Defence Forces, to increase interoperability and capability, as Estonia does 
not have its own heavy-lift rotary capability. The arrival of the Chinooks at Ämari was marked by 
Estonian Defence Minister, Mr Hanno Pevkur, visiting the base last Tuesday. He was joined by HMA 
Mr Ross Allen and invited journalists, all of whom were able to experience a short flight in a Chinook 
before interviews on the ground. The Chinooks transported the Secretary of State for Defence, 
The Right Honourable Ben Wallace, and other European defence ministers and representatives, for 
their meeting at Tapa Camp to announce The Tallinn Pledge in support of Ukraine. The aim of the 
deployment is to fulfil the bilateral agreement signed by Ben Wallace and Hanno Pevkur last 
November to help bolster defence and security across the Baltic states alongside the NATO 
enhanced Forward Presence. Aviation Task Force 3 is due to be in Estonia Jan-late Feb. Further 
deployments of rotary aircraft will follow later in the year.  (RAF News) 

NORWEGIAN FOLLAND: 
 

 

Aviation Task Force 3 has returned to 
Ämari Air Base, Estonia, with three 
Chinooks from 18(B) Squadron, RAF 
Odiham, for Operation PELEDA. 
Approximately 100 people are deployed 
with the aircraft, including teams 
from Joint Helicopter Support Squadron, 
Tactical Supply Wing, 244 Signal 
Squadron, and other enablers from the 
RAF and Army. 
 

The Chief of the Royal Norwegian Air Force has visited the 
UK to learn more about RAF capabilities and agree steps for 
closer cooperation. 
 
The visit was hosted by the CAS, Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Mike Wigston, and focused on the roles of the 
two air forces as part of NATO and the UK-led Joint 
Expeditionary Force to maintain safety and 
security in northern Europe. The two Chiefs 
visited RAF Marham where Chief of the Royal 
Norwegian Air Force, Major General Rolf Folland, 
learnt more about the RAF’s F-35B Lightning II 
capabilities, maintenance, and training. 
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The visit also provided an opportunity to explore ways in which the two nations’ Lightning II forces 
could collaborate more.  The Royal Norwegian Air Force are part of the Lightning II community and 
fly the F-35A variant. They are developing the aircraft’s operational capabilities and plan to operate 
a fleet of 52 aircraft. The F-35A Lightning II has already taken over the QRA role in Norway.  The 
two Chiefs spent time exchanging ideas on how to exploit maritime capabilities, particularly the 
P8 Poseidon which both air forces operate. They also discussed international agreements, methods 
of sharing intelligence and reciprocal exchange posts to enhance understanding and integration. 
“The Royal Air Force and Royal Norwegian Air Force share a rich history and it was a pleasure to 
welcome my counterpart back to the UK this week. We explored what more we could do in NATO 
and as Joint Expeditionary Force partners ready to defend our collective security, working ever 
closer together across the North Atlantic, Northern Europe and the Arctic Region.” Air Chief Marshal 
Wigston CAS. (RAF News) 

END OF AN ERA: LAST BOEING 747: 
 

Last week marked the end of the era with the delivery of the final 747 [to Atlas Air] from the Everett 
factory. With nearly 1,600 deliveries spanning more than half a century, the 747 transformed long-
haul passenger travel and global air cargo markets as the backbone of long-haul passenger airline 
and large freighter fleets around the world. Blue skies, limitless destinations, and smooth flights to 
the Queen of the Skies! Congrats to Joe Sutter, one of the greatest engineers/designers! The 
aviation press and media are awash with tributes to Boeing and the 747. 
 

 
 
LEOPARD 2 MAIN BATTLE TANK: 
 

 

The Leopard 2A7A1 is well protected against conventional and urban warfare threats. It has a 
welded steel armour construction with composite armour at the front arc. The tank is additionally 
fitted with the latest generation of passive armour. It seems that it uses new materials, including 
nano-ceramics and alloys made of titanium and steel. Damaged armour modules can be easily 
replaced in field conditions. This tank is equipped with Israeli Trophy active protection system, which 
destroys incoming anti-tank rockets, missiles, and even high-explosive anti-tank rounds. This system 
also enables the crew to detect enemy location and attack the launch position. The Leopard 2A7A1 

The Leopard 2 is a proven and successful German 
main battle tank. It was introduced back in 1979 and 
was constantly upgraded ever since. During 
numerous international tank challenge 
competitions, the Leopard 2 series tanks 
outperformed American Abrams, British Challenger, 
French Leclerc and other tanks in terms of overall 
performance. The Leopard 2A7A1 is the latest 
operational version. German army ordered a small 
batch of these tanks. Deliveries began in 2021.   
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also offers high level of protection against landmines and improvised explosive devices                                                      
It is equipped with a 120 mm/L55 smoothbore gun, loaded manually and is compatible with all 
standard NATO 120 mm tank ammunition. The Leopard 2A7A1 is equipped with advanced sights 
with thermal imagers of new generation. There is a sophisticated fire control system, which is 
capable of automatic target detection and tracking. This tank has longer firing range than many other 
tanks. Furthermore, it can use newly developed DM11 programmable ammunition that can engage 
targets behind cover and within buildings and can even shoot down helicopters. This MBT is 
operated by a crew of 4, including commander, gunner, loader and driver and powered by a proven 
multi-fuel diesel engine, developing 1 500 hp. (Military Today) 
 
RUSSIAN RETALIATION HACKS: 
 

The websites of key German administrations, including companies and airports, have been targeted 
by cyberattacks, the Federal Cybersecurity Agency (BSI) said on Thursday. The BSI has been 
informed of "DDoS attacks (by denial of service) currently in progress against targets in Germany", 
said a spokesperson. “Individual targets in the financial sector” and federal government sites were 
also attacked, with no major consequences at this stage. Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks involve 
targeting a computer system by flooding it with messages or connection requests. Russian hacker 
site Killnet has taken credit for the attack, according to the BSI. Handelsblatt media group reported 
that the attacks were a retaliation against Berlin approving the deployment of Leopard 2 tanks to 
Ukraine. The hackers "make specific calls to action, and then lots of people participate" but "it's hard 
to prove that authorship can be attributed to them," he added, after two Stuttgart daily newspapers 
mentioned blockages on Thursday morning. “Some sites are currently unavailable,” the BSI 
spokesperson confirmed to AFP “There is currently no indication of direct repercussions on the 
services concerned and, according to the assessment of the BSI, no repercussions should be 
expected if the usual protective measures are taken.” The Baden-Württemberg regional police 
website was also targeted, according to the regional interior ministry. The investigation has now 
been handed over to the police. Germany has been targeted several times in recent years by 
cyberattacks that Russia has claimed, including one in 2015 that involved the Bundestag, the lower 
house of the German parliament, and the office of former Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

TIK TOK WARRIORS: 
 

Chechens are among a few ethnic groups battling on both sides of the war in Ukraine. Those fighting 
alongside Ukrainian troops include Russian President Vladimir Putin's oldest and fiercest enemies -
- veterans of the wars in their homeland and separatists wanted by Moscow. Some on Kyiv's side 
since the initial stages of the war in 2014.  At the same time, Russia has used Chechens loyal to the 
Kremlin to discipline and reportedly even execute dissenting soldiers, as well as intimidate civilians 
in Ukraine. But what are Chechens doing in Ukraine? Why are they there? And what effect are they 
having on -- and off -- the battlefield? Chechnya is a restive part of southern Russia in the Caucus 
region. After the dissolution of the USSR in 1991, its primarily Muslim population tried to break away 
and establish their own state. This led to two horrific wars during the 90s, which ended in Moscow 
establishing control over Chechnya. Chechens waging war for Russia in Ukraine today, say experts, 
are those who teamed up with Moscow to break the rebellion of their own people during the Second 
Chechen War from 1999 to 2009. Since then, they've acted as the security forces of the semi-
autonomous Chechen Republic, maintaining an iron grip on the population and suppressing 
separatist rebels and some Islamists, who may try to challenge Moscow once again.  “They have 
been co-opted by the Russian regime,” says Ratelle Jean, an Assistant Professor at the University 
of Ottawa, who specialises in the Chechen conflict. “They have been given weapons, jobs, and 
billions of dollars from the state.” Chechen men fighting under Russia’s flag are known as 
the Kadyrovtsy or Kadyrovites, after the father of the leader of the Chechen Republic, Ramzan 
Kadyrov, often referred to as “Putin’s Mad Dog.” Ramzan inherited the position from his father, 
Akhmad Kadyrov, a turncoat who originally declared jihad against Moscow during the First Chechen 
War. By the time of the second Chechen conflict in 1999, both Akhmad and Ramzan -- who served 
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as his father's personal driver and bodyguard - defected to the Russian side. The militia has been 
supported by the Russian main security service, FSB, ever since. (Euronews) 
 
“UKRAINE IS NOT OUR ENEMY” 
 

 
 

Natalia Samsonova says she imagines the muffled screams of those trapped under the rubble, the 
fire and smell of smoke, the grief of the mother who lost her husband and infant child beneath the 
ruins of the Dnipro attack. She imagines being unable to breathe. That is why she is here, at a statue 
to the Ukrainian poet Lesya Ukrainka, a largely unknown monument tucked away among Moscow’s 
brutalist apartment blocks that has hosted a furtive anti-war memorial at a time when few 
in Russia dare protest against the conflict. “I don’t know what else I can do… I wanted to show that 
not everyone is indifferent [to the war] and that some people still have a conscience,” she says, her 
eyes filling with tears. It is the second time she has returned to place flowers at a makeshift memorial 
to victims of the strike on 14 January that killed 46 people and wounded more than 80. She passes 
it when she comes to visit her mother, who lives nearby. This is the closest Russia comes to an anti-
war demonstration these days. While Vladimir Putin’s announcement of the invasion of Ukraine 
brought thousands on to the streets last February, the government has methodically stamped out 
public dissent, arresting thousands and pressuring many more to flee the country. Now, more than 
10 days after the missile strike in Ukraine, a trickle of Muscovites still come to pay respects to those 
who died. An elderly man silently bows to the statue and crosses himself as he passes. Returning 
from class this week, Ilya, a student, bent over to read the memorials left at the statue. (The Guardian) 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY: 
 

The end of last week, 78 years after Auschwitz was liberated, saw the observance of International 
Holocaust day. No Russians were invited. As the end of January has loomed, we are well and truly 
into the New Year. 
Our next function is the February Members Lunch on Friday 3 February 2023, 12h30 for 13h00 at 
Wanderers. We will be in a new room at the Wanderers Club being catered for by Protea 
Wanderers... ‘New Beginnings!’... The food quality is expected to be of 5 Star Hotel standard so 
come and enjoy it, the camaraderie and the company. We will have a couple of topical video 
presentations after lunch.  
Suggestions for speakers at future lunches are welcome as we get back into gear…  
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

“I have just spoken to the Minister of Science as well as Minister of Energy AND 2 Sangomas.... 
They think the severe heat is due to the hordes of solar panels that have been installed for our TV, 
Geysers, Water fountains, Computers, 8 garden lights AND 7 lights in the house. 
... The sun must shine EXTRA hard now...” 
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What’s the difference between braaiing chicken and getting k*kked on by your wife? Just when you 
think it’s done, it still has another 20 minutes to go... 
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THE LESOTHO HIGHLANDS WATER SCHEME: 
 
 

 
 

The major Metro centers of population served by the Rand Water Board on the Reef are now 
dependent on the continued supply of water from Lesotho under contract with SA into the Vaal river 
system. The Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) is an ongoing water supply project with 
a Hydropower component, developed in partnership between the governments of Lesotho and 
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South Africa. It comprises a system of several large dams and tunnels throughout Lesotho and 
delivers water to the Vaal Dam in South Africa. In Lesotho, it involves the rivers 
Malimabatso, Matsoku, Senquyane, and Senqu. It is Africa's largest water transfer scheme. Efforts 
to create a dam in the location were spearheaded by then British High Commissioner Sir Evelyn 
Baring, ‘1st Baron Howick of Glendale’ in the 1950s, after initially being conceived by the South 
African civil engineer Ninham Shand while carrying out investigations commissioned by the British 
Government into the rivers of Lesotho. As initially conceived, the project was known as the Oxbow 
Scheme. After a feasibility study was conducted between August 1983 and August 1986 by the 
German-British Lahmeyer MacDonald Consortium, the project eventually began to be realized. The 
project has been alleged to have had negative social and environmental effects. While compensation 
was provided in kind and paid to the few hundred households directly affected by the dams, there is 
criticism that it was insufficient. In recent years, water from the scheme has been discharged into 
the Mohokare (Caledon) river to provide water to Maseru in times of critical shortages. The new 
dams have filled as anticipated and discharge of water from the dams into the downstream rivers 
continues in a scheme devised to preserve ecological balances. This discharged water flows to the 
Senqu (Orange) and while preserving the ecological status quo benefits only those communities 
along the rivers. The project has had an important impact on Lesotho's infrastructure, as hundreds 
of kilometers of engineered paved roads were built in order to improve access to the different 
construction sites, together with engineered unpaved 'feeder' roads around the dams. Since its 
inception, the project has been dogged by corruption which has resulted in a number of court cases 
involving both individuals and multinational corporations. Phase II of the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project, signed on 20 October 2022, includes the construction of a dam at Polihali, the Polihali to 
Katse water transfer tunnel, and a significant investment into ancillary advance infrastructure that 
needs to be put in place before the dam and tunnel can be built. The development objectives of 
Phase II are to ensure water security of the Gauteng Region of South Africa and improve the socio-
economic development of Lesotho through improved infrastructure and potential for hydropower 
generation. The Project will specifically aim to increase the transfer of water from Lesotho to the 
Republic of South Africa from the current 780 million m3/year to 1260 million m3/year and to provide 
opportunity to generate additional hydroelectric power in Lesotho. The water to be delivered from 
the project’s water delivery system will augment availability of water in the greater Gauteng region 
covering five provinces of South Africa with a combined population of 26 million and 60% of the 
economy. The water delivered and transferred to the Vaal River System will ensure water availability 
for domestic consumption, irrigation, industries and mining with Rand Water, Midvaal Water, 
Sedibeng water, ESKOM and SASOL as typical customers. Rand Water supplies water to nearly 12 
million people that includes greater Johannesburg, Tshwane Metro, Ekurhuleni Metro, Emfuleni 
Metro and others with an average daily consumption of 4,460 million liters. The cumulative socio-
economic impact in South Africa includes the security of 120,000 job opportunities and more than 
420,000 jobs associated indirectly during the operation phase of the project. The project 
infrastructure catchment area in Lesotho has an estimated population of 85,000 (2021) who will 
benefit upon completion of the project’s infrastructure and community development activities directly. 
It is expected that about 52% of the beneficiaries will be female. The project will create more than 
6,000 temporary jobs during the construction phase, and this will indirectly benefit businesses and 
other service providers in Lesotho. Through reinvestment of the royalty income and operation of the 
infrastructure, more than 5,500 new jobs (58% skilled and semi-skilled) will be directly and indirectly 
created in the economy. 
 
(It will be interesting to hear from one of the recipients of ‘Ramblings’ as he was the Project Manager of this project. 
Tony if you want to comment we will publish next week. JA) 
 
 


