
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 160 

28th APRIL 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

The soap opera which is Mzansi… Alarm bells over Eskom… Ramaphosa won’t investigate 
allegations… ‘no conflict between Ramokgopa, Mantashe and Gordhan’… “Why wake up the dead?” 
says Minister of Loadshedding, Ramakopga… Half a trillion spent on Eskom to fix loadshedding… 
Kusile mess: Eskom subcontractors, ex-ABB employees slapped with R580m restraint order… 
Alleged organised criminal groups within the student accommodation industry… NSFAS Billions in 
funds possibly mis-assigned… burnt body in Thabo Bester's cell identified... Jagersfontein disaster: 
Promised aid and houses nowhere to be seen… 2000 Rhinos at auction: Is John Hume a reviled, 
money-grubbing entrepreneur or revered conservation hero? SAP Commissioner Fannie 
Masemola’s non-security clearance under fire… Angelo Agrizzi can attend his two criminal trials 
virtually… Minister De Lille dissolves SA Tourism Board… 2 die, 5 injured in Pinetown taxi ‘horror’ 
crash… two brothers shot after their car hit spikes on the N1 near Bela Bela… Four shot dead in 
possible drug-related hit in Durban… toddlers murdered and mutilated in Soweto… SA’s multiple 
murders - spiraling gun and organised crime crisis… Mad Hatter grandstands uselessly… NUM’s 
outrageous salary demands for Eskom workers threaten SA society… Joburg Mayor Thapelo Amad 
resigns… Queenstown Municipality owes Eskom more than R1bn… South Africa in the midst of a 
cockroach outbreak… 
Meet the ‘elite’ couples “breeding to save mankind”… SpaceX crashes and burns… Tucker Carlson 
leaves Fox, reportedly fired by Murdoch… America’s cities have descended into anarchy – UK 
next?... CBI UK says it failed to ‘filter out culturally toxic people’ from ranks (who would ever have 
thought it??)… Mutiny brewing in Moscow?... Putin's secret escape plan, dubbed 'Noah's Ark'… 
Pentagon leaks suspect was reportedly posting months earlier than thought… US announces $325m 
in new Ukraine military aid… depleted uranium rounds and why is Putin so upset… Want to be 
famous in Russia? Back Putin and his war… Putin preparing to attack UK… Dominic Raab resigns 
over bullying allegations… ‘Raab goes down swinging’… a Kafkaesque performance… Britons ‘need 
to accept’ they’re poorer, says Bank of England economist… funding, forensics – and a fridge 
freezer? The investigation into the SNP… At least 85 dead at handout of money in Yemen… Sudan 
on fire (again): British Council staff stranded in Khartoum offices amid gunfire and explosions… US 
troops evacuate diplomats and families as UK works on exodus…. British farms run on exploitation 
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of migrants… Belgium crushes 2,000 cans of Miller High Life over ‘champagne of beers’ 
slogan… Woman whose search for parrot Chanel went viral charged over 237kg cannabis haul… 
Prince of Wales takes gobsmacked diner’s booking over phone: ‘We’ll see you at 2.15pm!’… How 
can I take back control of my life when my parents support me financially?... Rishi the Menace lets 
fly at Sir Softy at a PMQs that plumbs the depths…The real Rish! has been hiding in plain sight… 
 

GOD SAVE THE KING! 
 

           
 

More than 6,000 Armed Forces personnel will take part in the largest military ceremonial operation 
for 70 years. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said: “I am incredibly proud of our brilliant personnel who 
are preparing to honour centuries of military tradition by taking to the streets, skies and seas to pay 
tribute to our new King and Queen. As they stand shoulder to shoulder with our Commonwealth 
friends and allies, I know the hard work of thousands of our Servicemen and women during the past 
weeks and months will culminate in an incredible display that will amaze crowds at home and across 
the world.” The fly-past will feature vintage Spitfires, new P-8A Poseidon subhunters, state-of-the 
art F35B Lightning II jets and the first fly-past by the new Envoy IV CC1 aircraft. Defence Secretary 
Ben Wallace said: “We can be enormously proud of the professionalism and precision of our Armed 
Forces as they honour His Majesty, their new Commander-in-Chief. From the Procession on The 
Mall to the fly-past over London, with gun salutes at sea and across the country, it will be a 
spectacular and fitting tribute and a privilege to take part in for all those involved and watching from 
afar.” Around 5,000 Armed Forces personnel will accompany the Sovereign from Buckingham 
Palaces Westminster Abbey and back in two separate processions. The first, smaller, King’s 
Procession, features 200 members of the Household Cavalry who will travel down The Mall to 
Trafalgar Square, turn on to Whitehall before marching to Westminster Abbey, flanked by more 
than1,000 uniformed route liners. The Coronation Procession, featuring 4,000 personnel, follows the 
same route back. A display of unique and historic uniforms and flags from across the Commonwealth 
and 20 different bands will guide Their Majesties back to Buckingham Palace before there is a Royal 
Salute. The Royal British Legion will provide a Guard of Honour of 100standard bearers to line the 
route in Parliament Square, representing Armed Forces charities. From military bases in Edinburgh, 
Cardiff and Belfast and on Royal Navy ships at sea, 21-gunsalutes will sound out to herald the 
moment The King is crowned. (RAF NEWS) 
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NEW TEETH FOR TYPHOON: 
 

 
 
A prototype of a state-of-the-art radar destined for the UK’s Typhoon fleet has been delivered to BAE 
Systems’ flight-testing facility at Warton in Lancashire. ECRS Mk 2 (European Common Radar 
System Mk2) radar will further transform the Eurofighter Typhoon’s control of the air, bringing a 
world-leading electronic warfare capability which will allow the aircraft to simultaneously detect, 
identify and track multiple targets in the air and on the ground. The prototype arrived at BAE’s site 
on 31 March from Edinburgh where it was developed and manufactured by Leonardo. It will now be 
integrated over the next year with a view to conducting initial flight testing in 2024. The development 
of the ECRS Mk2 radar is taking place under a £2.35 billion investment that integrates the new radar 
onto Typhoon via a Phased 4 Enhancement programme being taken forward with Germany, Italy 
and Spain. It will support operations in the most challenging situations, equipping pilots with the 
ability to suppress enemy air defences using high-powered jamming and engage targets whilst 
beyond the reach of threats. This will cement Typhoon aircraft as the backbone of combat air 
capability defending the UK at home and abroad for decades to come. Lyndon Hoyle, Head of 
the Typhoon Delivery Team at DE&S, said: “Delivery of the prototype radar to Warton is the latest 
key milestone in this exciting programme.  It was only possible thanks to a lot of hard work and 
excellent collaboration across DE&S, Air Command and industry: ingredients for success that we 
shall take forward into the next phase of the programme.”                                                              
Together, that investment will generate and sustain up to 1,300 high-quality jobs right across the 
UK. Overall, the Typhoon programme shall continue to support more than 20,000 jobs throughout 
the UK. (RAF News) 
 

DAMBUSTERS COMMEMORATION: 
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The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) are preparing to commemorate the 80th anniversary of 
Operation Chastise, commonly known as the Dambusters Raid, which took place in May 1943. 
Operation Chastise was an attack on the German Dams in the Ruhr Valley, taking place during the 
night on the 16th - 17th May 1943, where 617 Squadron of the Royal Air Force (RAF) carried out 
the raid which involved 133 aircrew and 19 Lancaster aircraft. The BBMF, based at RAF 
Coningsby in Lincolnshire, continues to maintain a number of historic war time aircraft in airworthy 
condition in order to commemorate those who have fallen in the service of this country. On the 
evening of the 16th of May 2023, the BBMF Lancaster will be flying a special route over all Bomber 
Command bases in Lincolnshire as well as the RAF Museum at Hendon to commemorate the 
anniversary of the raid. “The Dambusters raid was one of the most audacious raids in the history of 
the Royal Air Force, and we at the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight are proud to commemorate the 
bravery, dedication and sacrifice of all those involved”. Squadron Leader Sugden, OC BBMF. (RAF 

News) 

 

IN HIS OWN WORDS: 
 

A NEW film about Dambusters veteran Sqn Ldr George ‘Johnny’ Johnson will premiere next month. 
Attack on Sorpe Dam, directed by Andrew Panton, follows the story of Johnny – the last surviving 
original member of 617 Sqn, who died last December aged 101 – and his aircrew from March 1943, 
on joining a newly-formed squadron, for a top secret, special operation that has the potential to 
shorten the war in Europe. Johnny describes the dangerous low-flying training and events leading 
up to the operational briefing on May16, 1943. The bomb aimer and his crew finally discover what 
they are expected to do and are presented with what seems like an impossible task. They are to fly 
at 100 feet in a four engine Lancaster at night, over many miles of occupied enemy territory. On 
reaching the target, they need to drop a new weapon that has never before been tried operationally; 
with pin-point accuracy and in a way they had not practiced, and then make their way back home 
safely. Nothing like this had ever been attempted, said Andrew. The film has its first screening on 
May 13 at Bristol Aquarium’s Auditorium, then shows at the Kinema in the Woods at Woodhall Spa 
on May 16 and 17, Duxford Air Museum on May 20 and at Stratford Manor Hotel on June 18. Andrew 
said: “Johnny and I wanted this film to provide an accurate representation of what actually happened 
and be true to the facts. He was involved throughout the production, reviewing the research and 
screenplay as well as checking through the final edit to make sure he was happy with it,” He added: 
“Johnny provides the entire narrative telling the story in his own words, exactly as it happened. For 
people who are looking for a historically accurate first-hand account of what it was like to be a part 
of the Dambusters operation, brought to life with new visual effects, this film is for them.” Andrew 
explained that he and visual effects producer Piotr Forkasiewicz had the idea for the film, subtitled 
‘In Pursuit of Victory,’ in 2017 after first meeting Johnny who told them that the attack on the Sorpe 
Dam wasn’t featured in the 1955 movie The Dam Busters. Andrew said: “With this in mind, we 
decided to create a film that tells Johnny’s Dambusters story in a way he wished it to be remembered. 
All the hard work and effort was worth it when I last saw Johnny and he acknowledged how happy 
he was with the film. It feels satisfying to know Piotr and I achieved what Johnny wanted and his 
complete story. (RAF News) 
 

DRONES DOING IT BETTER? 
 

DRONES ARE being tested to see if they can conduct crucial pre-flight aircraft inspections. 
Traditionally performed for 40 years by RAF engineers, it is hoped the innovative technology will be 
able to scan 95 per cent of an aircraft’s exterior in half an hour without the need for ground crew to 
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work at height. Trials are currently taking place on one of RAF Lossiemouth’s Poseidon MRA1 sub-
hunters. FS Andy Fleming, whose idea it was, said: “There is a real excitement around this technical 
evaluation. Now the drone has been delivered, we have started training people to safely operate it 
around an aircraft in a hangar. The next step is to teach it the specifics of each tail number so it can 
clearly identify even the smallest areas of damage. It’s great to see the RAF embracing the cutting-
edge technology to streamline and improve inspection processes.” Manufacturer Donecle cofounder 
Matthieu Claybrough said “Drones can make maintenance inspections faster, safer and more 
dependable while increasing aircraft availability. We’re really excited about working with the RAF on 
this project and hope it will help to demonstrate the capabilities that these innovations can bring to 
military engineering.” The drone uses a Basler Ace 2PRO 24MP camera to capture over 1,300 
images, producing around 5Gb of data per scan. If successful, the technology could be rolled out for 
use on other aircraft. 
 

SINGAPORE CARGO MISHAP: 
 

On April 17th, 2023, Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) in Nairobi was temporarily closed 
following an incident involving a Singapore Airlines Cargo flight SQ7343 destined for Amsterdam. 
The incident occurred when the Boeing 747-412F freighter (9V-SFO) suffered an engine failure 
during takeoff, leading to the aircraft’s rejection of the takeoff at high speed. As a result, the plane 
slowed and became disabled on the runway. While the initial reports suggested a bird strike as the 
cause of the incident, further details emerged that confirmed that technical issues caused the 
aborted takeoff. The aircraft’s engine failure caused 11 out of 16 rear tires to explode, resulting in 
the temporary closure of the runway. The process of removing the aircraft from the runway required 
the evacuation of 100 tonnes of cargo and the replacement of the damaged tires before it could be 
towed to safety. A technical team comprising Kenya Airports Authority (KAA), Kenya Airways (KQ), 
Kenya Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA), and other stakeholders worked together to safely remove the 
aircraft from the runway, allowing for normal operations to resume.                                                                 
(Ed: included for interest as some of our members have flown for Singapore, it happened in Africa and it’s very unusual 
to see an occurrence involving technical issues with Singapore who have a very good maintenance record) 
 

TRIBUTE: SAM THE RAF MASCOT: 
 

             
Military veterans lined the route for Sam’s final journey.   Sam stands vigil at war graves at St Catherine’s Church.  
 

JACK RUSSELL, Sam, who became a parade mascot to RAF Linton-on-Ouse was given a military 
send-off by veterans in York. The loyal 16-year-old terrier won the hearts of Air Force personnel 
across the region with his regular appearances alongside owner Army vet Daran Walker at 
ceremonies. The duo also regularly tended Air Force war graves at nearby St Catherine’s Church 
for more than a decade, marking the anniversaries of crews killed in World War II. Sam was even 
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presented with replica medals for his devotion to duty and long service to pin on his RAF blue dog 
coat by his Linton fans over the years. RAF veterans and members of the local Royal British Legion 
lined the route as Sam’s ashes were taken through the city on board a WWII jeep to Pocklington 
aerodrome, home to 102 Sqn during the war, where his remains were scattered. Sam and Daran 
travelled to the area on his Vespa scooter and the canine cortege was followed by Daran’s pals from 
the local bike club. Daran, whose father served with72 Sqn during WWII, said: “Sam paraded with 
the Royal Air Force hundreds of times, mainly in York where he would join his pals from RAF Linton-
on-Ouse. He helped me look after the graves for more than 14 years. I never trained him to parade 
or sit proudly by the headstones of the fallen. I just think he sensed something and wanted to do his 
bit. Sam had an amazing life, he was loved by thousands. We have received around 5,000 messages 
of condolence and bouquets have been delivered from as far as the Cayman Islands.” (RAF News) 
 

THE RAF BENEVOLENT FUND: 
 

RAFBF has announced the shortlist of nominees for its annual awards, taking place later this month. 
RAF Cranwell, Coningsby and Waddington are in the running for the RAF Station of the Year title 
and 282 (East Ham), East of Scotland Universities Sqn and the University of London Air Sqn are 
shortlisted for Air Training Corps or University Air Squadron of the Year. The public were invited to 
make their nominations earlier this year via the Fund’s website and the shortlist was finalised by a 
panel of judges. (RAF News) 
 

BERNIE BACKS’PHOON FUND: 
 

TYPHOON DISPLAY pilot Flt Lt Matt Brighty and WWII Typhoon flier Bernard Gardiner met up 
recently at a showcase event for a fundraising project to restore one of the wartime fighter aircraft 
to airworthiness. Bernard, now 101, came from his home in Jersey to attend the event at Duxford, 
where he also met two frontline pilots from 3(F) Sqn. Project director Sam Worthington-Leese said: 
“It was a delight to facilitate this meeting and to see modern Typhoon pilots talking to Bernard about 
his wartime activities.” The veteran made 71 combat operations on the Typhoon and flew through 
fierce flak on almost all of them. The Hawker Typhoon restoration project is aiming to raise between 
£5.5 and £6.5 million so that Typhoon RB396 can take to the skies once again.                                                             
Go to: hawkertyphoon.com for more information. (RAF News) 
 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RUSSIAN NUCLEAR BOATS: 
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Earlier this month, at the Russian Admiralty Shipyards (part of USC), a commemorative 
plaque dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the laying of the first Russian nuclear submarine (NPS) 
of project 671 K-38 took place at the enterprise. The ceremony was attended by representatives of 
the administration and employees of the enterprise, veterans and young specialists of shipyards, as 
well as members of the crew of the first nuclear submarine. The event was held in one of the aisles 
of the slipway-delivery shop. “Speaking about boats of the 671 project, it is worth noting their high-
speed qualities and great diving depth. They could serve in any area of the World Ocean, including 
under the ice of the Northern Arctic Basin”, – said Ruslan Sheremetyev, Acting Chief Engineer of 
the Admiralty Shipyards. – “Communicating with the participants in the construction of K-38, I often 
heard that they worked, regardless of the time, with great enthusiasm. This order, like most of those 
built at our enterprise, was characterized by increased complexity and required from its creators a 
broad outlook, the highest qualifications and professional skills. All these qualities have always been 
and are among our shipbuilders. The Admiralty shipyards still remain the leading Russian enterprise 
in the construction of now non-nuclear submarines.” Nikolai Shcherbina, a member of the first crew 
of the K-38 nuclear submarine, thanked the employees of the enterprise: “The Admiralty created a 
reliable ship, in which I had to serve for about 17 years in a strong hull,” Shcherbina noted. “All these 
years the submarine has been my home. I was lucky enough to ride it under the ice of the Arctic 
Ocean. These were wonderful times when the nuclear submarine fleet in its development reached 
its apogee thanks to the courage and dedication of the workers of the Admiralty Plant and 
submariners. The lead nuclear submarine of project 671 “K-38” became a new word in the 
shipbuilding of those years – the shipyards moved on to the construction of the second generation 
of submarines. The nuclear submarine corresponded to the best world standards and surpassed the 
boats of the first generation in terms of low noise, the power of hydro-acoustic stations, automation 
of control systems and enemy detection. The K-38 nuclear submarine was transferred to the USSR 
Navy in 1967. From February to May 1970, the submarine took part in the Ocean-70 exercises in 
the Atlantic Ocean; in 1979-1980 she served in the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf during the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. In total, from 1963 to 1992, the enterprise built 31 nuclear submarines of project 
671 and its modifications (671 RT and 671 RTM). These ships in the Soviet years were the main 
forces of multi-purpose submarines of the Russian Navy. (SeaWaves) 
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CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Another week’s worth of the SA soap Opera, and a welcome long weekend with the public holidays. 
The trees are turning into their magnificent Autumn colours all over the city. Our next lunch at 12h30 
for 13h00 on Friday 5 May is a Members Lunch, and our speaker will be Hamilton Wende who is 
based in Johannesburg and has over 30 years experience in journalism and the media.  He has 
travelled extensively across Africa, the Middle East, Asia and America, filming for a number of 
international networks including BBC, CNN and Nat Geo. This will be an illustrated talk, by an 
accomplished speaker and no doubt well worth bringing a guest… Please book asap. Cost is 
R250pp and should be paid by EFT to our account. 
 

TAILPIECE: 
 

WE ARE FLYING… 
 

                                                                                                           
 

Police said it followed a joint operation between the Sefton investigations team and the National 
Crime Agency, which led to the discovery of 237.6kg of cannabis resin imported from Spain, valued 
at approximately £792,000. Pictures shared by the force on social media showed large tubs labelled 
as citronella used to disguise the substance. Sandra Hannah’s face will be recognisable to many 
after she recorded herself searching nearby streets for her winged pet while crying and repeatedly 
bellowing her name. In a desperate appeal to her Facebook friends to help her find the animal, she 
says: “My parrot has just flew away out my garden. CHANEL! Her name is Chanel, she’s gone 
towards the canal, please everyone please. CHANEL! My parrot is gone. She’s an African grey, her 
name’s Chanel.” 

 
 

A woman who went viral in an online video 
of her trying to find her missing parrot, an 
African grey named Chanel, has been 
charged over a £792,000 cannabis haul. 
Sandra Hannah, 43, became a social media 
sensation during the first Covid lockdown in 
2020 after her pet parrot flew away from 
home, prompting a frantic search. On 
Friday, Merseyside police said they had 
charged her and Ian Hannah, 55, with the 
importation of cannabis and possession of 
criminal property. 



 9

              
 

             

      
 



 10

 
 

*************** 
 

PRATT & WHITNEY FOREVER: 
 

A classic written by At Spies for the Dak crews: Someone once said that the old Boer motto was 
“Put your trust in God but keep your powder dry.” Maybe that was so, but during the Bush War we 
experienced it with some variations. We were under way from Grootfontein to Katima to help with a 
special operation which was planned – “Op Cropduif” as it was called. Our task was to pick up a 
large group of Recces and their equipment from a location called Immelman. That was the airfield 
near Fort Doppies, the main Recce base. We were to fly them from Immelman to Katima Mulilo 
where they would immediately be transferred to 2 Transalls which would drop them somewhere in 
enemy territory under cover of darkness. It was a “need to know” operation and we who had been 
sent to pick them up were not informed of where exactly this operation was to be, accordingly, not 
to attract unnecessary attention to that group of heavily armed Recces who would possibly have to 
hang about at Katima, the Dakota and the Super Frelon (Putco) were tasked to pick up the group at 
the last possible moment in late afternoon. There were so many Recces that both the Dak and Frelon 
were tasked to make 2 flights.  Here I must also note that Immelman was approximately 40 minutes 
flying time from Katima. I with my Dak and Daan Erwee with his “Putco”, eventually set off on our 
respective first flights that afternoon. The out and back flights were without incident, and we offloaded 
the first group of Recces right behind the Transalls at Katima. We then had just the last two loads of 
Recces and their equipment to fetch from Eenhana. It was now getting late, and we should be taking 
off from Immelman just at last light. But it was just then that the proverbial Paw-paw began to hit the  
 

proverbial fan... Daantjie’s Putco went unserviceable and there were still about 34 Recces and their 
equipment who had to be uplifted.  Further many minutes were wasted by senior officers who had 
to make weighty decisions.  This was now on the planning staff side; I was just a common airframe 
driver and had no part in such weighty decisions. Many minutes later one of these senior officers, a 
man in brown, and another nearly as senior, in blues, approached me. “At, do you think you would 
be able to fetch this last group (all 34 of them) in one flight. You will definitely be a bit overweight, 
but we will get clearance for that, and we will also arrange that the Recces will have strobe lights for 
you along the runway.” Subtly these men had now placed the responsibility foursquare on my tender 
shoulders. Well now, I knew my Dak well, and for good reason had developed enormous respect for 
those mighty Pratt & Whitney engines. “No problem, Brigadier” says I to this senior Pongo.                                    
A minute later Theunis and I boarded our Dak and started up. My fellow pilot on that day, Theunis 
(RIP) was an experienced aviator but still a greenhorn on Dakotas. He had previously flown strike 
aircraft in the Air Force and thereafter went to try his luck at “Spoories” (SAA). Things had not worked 
out for him at Spoories, so he came back to the SAAF. His “Vlammie” days were over by this time 
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and he was thus posted to Dakotas. “At one time or another even Vlammies grow up.”  I used to 
say but this time let it slide.  I have nothing against Vlammies but I’m glad my sister didn’t marry 
one… And so we landed at Immelman just at last light. With the prevailing wind, we would have to 
take off to the West.  Knowing that we were going to be exceptionally heavy, I parked the Dak at the 
extreme end of runway 26. The Recces helped me to push the aircraft back a few inches and also 
centralized the tailwheel. The Recces climbed aboard. Theunis and I tried to help them but quickly 
gave that up. “We don’t want to develop hernias” we decided. Shit, their equipment was more than 
bloody heavy… how men can go to war carrying that weight on their persons beats me. They 
certainly could never run away from the “fight” – their equipment was too heavy. But now back to my 
Dak. The Dakota is equipped to take only 27 troopers and there was certainly not enough seating 
for 34 Recces/ So we strapped a few cargo straps across the floor for the extra men to hold on to. 
One of them even had a Jackal pup with him. “My Mascot” was his answer to my question. A Safety 
Officer would definitely have had at least one coronary if he had been with us that evening. How 
heavy were we? I don’t know, I can just estimate. Normal Max all-up is 26,200 Pounds, and 
operationally could go to 27,200 pounds. My guess is that we were nearer 30,000 pounds, but it 
didn’t worry me too much: this was a Dakota, it was wartime and we were rugged “border fighters.” 
By that time it was well and truly dark, and the Recces had put plenty of strobes along the runway 
to mark the shoulders. With my big Size 11 boots I stood on the brakes and pushed the throttles fully 
open. I scanned the instruments rapidly. Everything looked good and I released the brakes. The old 
Dak accelerated much more slowly than normal but still felt willing. I held her down for longer than 
normal and accelerated to 75 Knots. We literally shaved over the trees at the end of Runway 26. It 
felt like hours before the speed had increased enough for us to raise the first notch of flaps. Finally, 
we reached about 400 ft AGL, and I began a gentle 180 degree turn to get on course for Katima. 
Minutes later we flew over Immelman but the field was by then in darkness. The Recces had picked 
up their strobes and returned to Doppies. Just the other side of Kongola the unthinkable happened. 
Both Theunis and I felt the shock but even more rapidly we saw the red flame streaking upwards 
from one of the cylinders and sweeping back over the wing. It looked as if the flames were shooting 
upwards out of one of the upper cylinders against the slipstream and then being deflected back over 
the engine cowling. It looked like Guy Fawkes, as it was in the old days when you could let off 
crackers, but we didn’t want to “celebrate” just then. Those flames were accompanied by loud sound 
effects. It also felt as if the old girl was rapidly losing speed.  I estimated that we had lost some 20-
30% of the power from that engine. Theunis yelped “I’ll feather number two” and reached out for the 
throttle to close it. Now I must tell you that I don’t take fright quickly, but this time I did. I knocked his 
hand violently away from the throttle levers. “Theunis, it’s still running, but if you touch that thing, 
we’re dead. This aeroplane is too heavy to fly on one engine, and its dark underneath us” I yelled 
back, even more loudly than Theunis had……: Just pray that that engine holds together for another 
25 minutes” I shouted just to lighten the atmosphere in the cockpit. Outside it was now darker than 
the inside of a prostitute’s handbag and we were still at 400 feet AGL. So far we were holding that 
altitude, but speed had dropped back to around 100 knots, and it also looked as if the flames had, if 
possible, grown more intense. “Just 45 miles more, Old Girl” I prayed softly but earnestly. It was 
beginning to feel as if this flight was even longer than that from Pretoria to Grootfontein. In between, 
I kept an eye on my watch. It felt like half an hour had elapsed, but when I looked again only five 
minutes had passed since I last looked. Both Theunis and I were dripping with sweat, and it was still 
streaming from every pore. How the poor Recces felt, we never knew. Fortunately we didn’t smell 
any of the brown sort of adrenaline. But Recces don’t kak themselves for nothing… Theunis let 
Katima know that we had a problem and they immediately switched on every light on the runway. 
We could see the runway from far away. The place was lit up nearly as well as Jan Smuts was in 
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the old days, before Eskom was under new management and loadshedding became an ANC 
swearword. “Mission XXX, QNH 1023, wind 290/15 runway 27 is in use. You are clear to land.” the 
Tower told us. “I don’t think we will make 27. Will use Runway 09 if we get there” Theunis replied. 
After what seemed to me like another half-hour the perimeter lights moved slowly under the Dak’s 
nose. It was at that point that I thought it safe to touch the throttles again. Believe me, I hadn’t moved 
the throttle more than a millimeter when there was again a massive bang, followed by severe 
vibration coming from the same engine. “Feather no two” I shouted, but Theunis was already busy 
doing just that. I held the speed at around 90 knots, partly to compensate for the extra weight but 
also to prevent gaining too much height. For the first time in that entire leg we now had too much 
height. Finally, we touched down about a quarter of the way down the runway, but the runway is 
long, and our brakes were still working. We came to a halt about 100 meters from the end of the 
runway, but with only one engine couldn’t taxi any further. Various vehicles, “Meat Wagons” and 
those welcome “Burn Again Men” came racing up to us. The Recces were immediately transferred 
to the waiting C160 Transalls and our Dak was pushed off the runway to make way for the Transalls 
which took off within minutes. Theunis and I didn’t hang around either, and made tracks directly for 
the bar for a few sharpies. “If the brass wants to debrief us, they can do that as easily in the pub,” I 
said to Theunis. The following day we saw the actual damage to the engine. The Number 9 cylinder 
had parted company with the engine casing. The whole cylinder, complete with piston, had moved 
up and down with every stroke. Every drop of oil that there was escaped from the engine via the 
broken cylinder. When I finally moved the throttle there was no longer any trace of oil in that engine 
and the reliable old Pratt and Whitney seized up completely as if welded. Kaput and moertoe was 
that engine. How that engine continued to operate for as long as it did, nobody was able to explain, 
only that it was a Pratt & Whitney. And so for us and those who flew Harvards, Dakotas and 
Skymasters, the motto is “Put your trust in God, but adopt Pratt & Whitney as your religion.” 
Via Jors Troelie (thanks again to Johan Conradie who put this story on a Whatsapp group.) 
 


