
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 164 

26th MAY 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

This week: Scammers selling luxury fashion items… ANC Government selling SA a “bill of goods”… 
Wheels come off South Africa's hollow version of non-alignment… Mbalula: tells BBC South Africa 
could become a failed State… Cholera Crisis: state failure leads to deaths… Hammanskraal 
residents chase Tshwane Mayor... EFF demands mayor drink water from Hammanskraal…  SA 
roads vanishing as trucks run riot… Eskom Crisis: China to the rescue?... electricity minister says 
Kusile power station “fully operational in less than a year”(In your dreams, My China)… Misery and 
madness in powerless SA… Ramaphosa has lost the confidence of key business constituency… 
Home Affairs “will revoke Dr Nandipha Magudumana's passport”… Home Affairs issues ID to Thabo 
Bester… Magudamana says arrest and 'abduction' from Tanzania 'unlawful'… Whiskey and cigars: 
eThekwini ANC wants R16k-a-day exclusive club to 'keep up' with investors… New Employment 
Equity targets may force 600 000 people out of jobs… Jonathan Ball pulls plug on 'unauthorised' 
biography of Herman Mashaba… It will take one almighty Bomb Squad to save SA (Ja, well, no 
fine)… South Africa’s Sheldon van der Linde and Rowe Racing team finish second at Nurburgring… 
Brains trust of SA Rugby officials trying to solve player management challenges… Currie Cup wins 
for Sharks and Western Province… Blitzbokke dismal season ends… back to drawing board for 
Mamelodi Sundowns after Champions League agony… Stormers challenge Munster in Cape Town 
this weekend… 
Tina Turner dies at 83… another wheel has come off the great electric car con… Police protection 
“not for Sale” Prince Harry told… US debt crisis - will run out of cash 'in less than three weeks'… UK 
talking itself into economic decline… It may not be ‘Made in Britain’, but we still dominate this 
lucrative niche… Chancellor rebuked for claiming debt will fall… Nicola Sturgeon has vanished into 
thin air… Braverman 'confident nothing untoward happened' over speeding fine… Princess of Wales 
makes surprise appearance at Chelsea Flower Show… army of volunteers fights to save Britain’s 
bumblebees… Russia tightens grip on Bakhmut amid counterattacks… partisan Ukrainian fighters 
launch cross-border tank raid to 'capture' Russian villages… Ukraine’s new F-16 fighter jets will 
strike fear into Putin’s pilots... Nadal faces uncertain future after Roland Garros withdrawal… Man 
City clinch Premier League title… "racism is normal in La Liga"… Medvedev reigns supreme in 
Italy… anti-war protester covers herself in fake blood on Cannes red carpet… Tesco shrinks size of 
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Hellmann’s mayonnaise jars… Indian IPL batsman Dinesh Karthik sets record of 17 ducks, 
most ever in IPL- Oh my Goodness Gracious!... Ireland to put warning labels on alcohol (True 
story)… Uber chief placed on leave for ‘tone deaf’ talk on white women… Spending time on the floor 
with your legs crossed can help ward off mobility issues… 
   

RAF KEY ROLE IN NATO MISSILE DEFENCE EXERCISE: 

 
Royal Air Force Typhoon fighter jets and Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft have contributed to a                                                                            
massive NATO missile defence exercise over North Scotland and the Atlantic and North Sea. 
 

Taking place throughout May, Exercise Formidable Shield was led by the US Navy’s 6th Fleet and 
involved 13 NATO allied and partner nations practicing operating against subsonic, supersonic and 
ballistic enemy assets using allied aircraft, ships and ground forces. RAF Lossiemouth was a key 
location for the largest NATO exercise of its type to happen this year. The bi-annual exercise 
involved more than 20 ships, 35 aircraft and an array of ground units consisting of radars, surface-
to-air missile systems, High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems known as HIMARS and nearly 4,000 
NATO personnel. As well as RAF Typhoons and Poseidon aircraft, RAF Lossiemouth hosted NATO 
aircraft including Rafale M jets and an E-2C Hawkeye from the French Navy, and Typhoons from 
the Italian Air Force, supported by a KC 767 A Tanker. Situated close to fast jet training areas, RAF 
Lossiemouth is ideally situated to provide the dynamic, multi-domain exercise area needed for an 
exercise of this type. MOD infrastructure including the Tain Ranges and the Hebrides Ranges, as 
well as the open seas of the Atlantic, allowed for accurate reproduction of a combat scenario 
involving air, water and ground assets. “Supporting three detachments of aircraft from two of our 
European NATO partners – Italy and France – over a 3-week period, whilst concurrently delivering 
multiple Typhoon and Poseidon operations at home and abroad on operations is a massive 
undertaking and requires a huge effort from all involved. RAF Lossiemouth delivered in bucket-loads 
across the spectrum, showing flexibility in some extremely fluid circumstances working hard to 
support UK operations and leaning in to support this key NATO exercise.” Squadron Leader Bell, 
Station Operations at RAF Lossiemouth. (RAF News) 
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EXERCISE NORTHERN EDGE: 
 

 
A Royal Air Force squadron has concluded its participation in the largest US training exercise of the year. 
 

Exercise Northern Edge 23 saw 617 Squadron, the Dambusters, deploy over 4000 miles to Eielson 
Air Force Base, Alaska to train with US and Australian counterparts. This is the first-time overseas 
Air Arms have been invited to participate in the biennial exercise which takes advantage of the huge 
swathes of sparsely populated and unfettered airspace across the 49th State. Involving over 200 
aircraft and 10,000 personnel, an exercise of this complexity and scale, and the advanced training 
opportunities it provides, is not available in Europe. The largest gathering of fifth-generation stealth 
fighters on an exercise to date, Northern Edge enabled the RAF to practice and develop the tactics, 
techniques, and procedures essential to keep 617 Squadron at the leading edge. For 617 Squadron, 
the exercise also enabled personnel to hone their skills to operate a long way from their base at RAF 
Marham and without the support of a Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carrier. Also deployed for the 
exercise was a Voyager aircraft from RAF Brize Norton which operated from Joint Base Elmendorf 
Richardson near Anchorage, flying daily sorties to refuel RAF and US aircraft. Voyager also 
supported the deployment and recovery of the 617 Squadron fighters and personnel, alongside C-
17 Globemaster and Atlas (A400M) transport aircraft who delivered support equipment as 
colleagues evacuated entitled personnel from Sudan. Other RAF aviators on the exercise deployed 
to Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson near Anchorage. These included members of 51 Squadron 
from RAF Waddington, and personnel embedded with 2 Squadron Royal Australian Air Force who 
deployed an E-7A Wedgetail to provide long-range air surveillance and control for the exercise.                                                                                                        
“It has been a real privilege to participate in Northern Edge. The opportunity to employ the Lightning’s 
full suite of capabilities and immerse pilots in highly realistic, and often extremely challenging, 
scenarios has proven invaluable. We have sharpened our skills, improved command and control, 
and developed cooperative plans with our Allies. Similarly, deploying and operating Lightning at 
range has been a good test of our engineering and support personnel who have met the challenge 
admirably. 617 leaves Alaska fighting fit”. Wing Commander Stew Campbell, Officer Commanding 
617 Squadron. “Our participation in Exercise Northern Edge is a symbol of the United Kingdom’s 
commitment to the Indo-Pacific region as well as demonstrating the very close relationship the Royal 
Air Force shares with the US Air Force and Royal Australian Air Force. It also serves as an illustration 
of how we can operate the fifth generation F-35 Lightning in a complex multi-domain environment 
seamlessly with our closest allies, improving interoperability and advancing our ability to conduct 
high-end war fighting.” Air Vice-Marshal Phil Robinson, Air Officer Commanding No.11 Group and UK Global Air 

Component Commander (RAF News) 
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LATEST ATLAS C1 A400M: 
 

 
The Royal Air Force has taken delivery of the 22nd Atlas C1 (A400M) transport aircraft, completing the delivery 
development & production phase. 
 

The four-engine turboprop aircraft touched down at its new home of RAF Brize Norton from Seville 
where the Atlas is assembled, including wings made in the United Kingdom. Development of the 
platform will continue with aircraft cycling through a retrofit programme to reach an operating 
configuration with significant commonality to that of the other A400M operators France, Germany, 
Spain, Turkey, Benelux and Malaysia. In parallel, its tactical capability will continue to expand, 
including the full range of support to UK airborne forces. Since entering RAF service in 2014, the 
Atlas has repeatedly proven itself. It has excelled during relief operations in the Caribbean and 
contributed fully to the military response to COVID, transporting patients, equipment & vaccines. It 
played a pivotal role in the evacuation of entitled personnel from Afghanistan and Sudan and has 
provided support to UK Defence operations around the globe, including the Middle East, Falkland 
Islands, and Mali. In addition, Atlas supports enduring operations in the Middle East and NATO Air 
Policing operations in the Baltic. In the UK Atlas has a 24/7 national standby commitment and 
supported the UK Border Force with maritime reconnaissance (MRR) in the English Channel, long-
range search and rescue (SAR) and overwatch. An Atlas is also based in the Falkland Islands, 
providing MRR, SAR and medical evacuation in the South Atlantic, and with the benefit of air-air 
refuelling airdropping supplies in Antarctica. (RAF News) 
 

“WE PUT F*K*L ON THAT SHIP” 
 

Over two weeks ago, South African President and Commander-in-Chief of the SA National Defence 
Force (SANDF) Cyril Ramaphosa said there would be a commission of inquiry into the Lady R’s 
docking at Naval Base (NB) Simon’s Town in December. To date, little further information has come 
to light but Defence and Military Veterans Minister Thandi Modise’s budget vote debate in Parliament 
Tuesday, 23 May, brought another affirmation that nothing was loaded. “I will reiterate what I said: 
We put fokol on that ship, nothing,” Modise said in response to questions from outspoken Democratic 
Alliance shadow defence minister Kobus Marais, emphasising that “fokol means nothing.” Marais 
used his National Assembly (NA) address allocation time in the defence budget debate to again 
raise Lady R and her seemingly clandestine call on the SA Navy (SAN) fleet home port. Addressing 
Modise, he noted it was time to deal with the elephant in the room – “the irrational Russian love 
affair.” Calling the sanctioned Russian cargo vessel’s arrival in Simon’s Town a major national 
security breach, he wanted Ramaphosa’s defence minister to tell South Africa who authorised the 
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docking and why. “Minister, you and the President should know the facts and what 
transpired. If everything was above board, why not be transparent and go on record? The longer 
you stay mum the more the damage to our international image, investments, trade interests most 
notably AGOA (African Growth and Opportunity Act) and our economic prosperity.” He asked who 
authorised the apparent unrestricted offloading and reloading cargo during the midnight hours of 6-
8 December. “Something was loaded onto the Lady R. Was it ammunition? If not, release the 
vessel’s cargo manifest to confirm this.” (DefenceWeb) 
 

SAAF MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
 

 
 

The South African Air Force (SAAF) in partnership with the South African Air Force Association 
(SAAFA) hosted the Annual Memorial Service on Sunday 21 May at the Bays Hill Memorial at 
Swartkop. The Memorial Service commemorates the fallen heroes of the SA Air Force, reports 
Sergeant Tshimolloyabotshelo Matsha, Ad Astra magazine journalist. “The purpose of the Memorial 
is to strengthen the bond between the deceased families and the SA Air Force. We remember their 
efforts and the might they had while they served in the SA Air Force,” said the Chief of Air Force, 
Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo. Chaplain Thibedi Ndala of SA Air Force Headquarters led 
the Memorial Service. “These soldiers who have perished in the line of duty will forever be 
remembered by the SA Air Force. They have fought a fight of survival no one has fought before,” 
said Ndala. The SA Air Force choir graced the audience with songs while the wreaths were being 
laid. The following members laid wreaths: 
• Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo – Chief of the South African Air Force; 
• Colonel (ret) Mike Louw – The National President of the South African Air Force Association; 
• Family members of the Late Major Ntokozo Ntshangase and Sergeant Vusimuzi Mabena; 
• Commander Chu Woo Park – Defence Attache of The Republic Of Korea On Behalf Of The Korean 
People; 
• Lieutenant Colonel Anton le Roux – The South African Military Intelligence Association; 
• Wing Commander Bruce Harrison – Area Vice President of The Royal Air Forces Association, 
Gauteng; 
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• Mr Martin Urry – Chairman of The Warsaw Flights Commemoration Committee and 
Chairman of The Alpine 44 Group; 
• Mrs Debra de Billot – National Secretary of The South African Legion of Military Veterans, 
• Dr Charl Schmahl – Representative of SAMVOZA; 
• Mr Maloba – On Behalf of Old Mutual; 
• Colonel Palazzi – Defence Attaché Of Italy; 
• Lieutenant Colonel Omur Tshelik – Defence Attaché  of Turkiye; 
• Members of The Spousal Forum. 
Colonel (ret) Mike Louw, the National President of the South African Air Force Association, 
mentioned that, “Such commemoration of our fallen heroes makes us and the new fresh ones in the 
organisation aware of the sacrifices that they have encountered. It really does not matter how they 
lost their lives, what matters is that they served for the love of their country.” (Ad Astra) 
 

SMUTS MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
 

 
This historic photograph from an earlier Smuts Memorial Service shows a past Chief of the SAAF, General and Mrs D J 
Earp. This was the last Service General Earp attended. He died at his home later the same evening.                                                                                                                             
 

Many made their way to the Smuts House last Sunday 21 May to commemorate the149th birthday 
of the historic South African statesman General Jan Christian Smuts. The Smuts House Museum in 
Irene has been preserved for future generations as a living memorial to the man known to many as 
“Oubaas.” He was described as a humble leader, peacemaker and an overachiever. While serving 
on the British War Cabinet in 1917 he wrote the famous Memorandum that led directly to the 
formation of the Royal Air Force in April 1918, and subsequently the SAAF in 1920 – the two oldest 
independent Air Forces in the world. The service attracted Smuts Foundation members, members 
of the SA Navy, Army, SAAF, Military Attaches, Regimental and Military Veterans Associations, the 
Welsh Male Voice Choir of SA and also visitors from other countries. Smuts’ great-grandson Philip 
Weyers said in an earlier interview that the house was an historic structure. “General Smuts bought 
the house as war surplus in 1908 and although the initial plan was to make it a temporary house, he 
later decided to make the house a permanent home for the family. It is believed that the building was 
originally prefabricated in Britain, taken to India by the British Army and later shipped to South Africa, 
where it was used as an Officers Mess at Middelburg during the Anglo-Boer War,” he said. It is on 
record that the wagon transport from Middelburg to Pretoria cost more than the purchase price of 
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the house. General Smuts lived in this home until his death in 1950. Weyers said the general’s 
house, which was now a museum, did not get any funding from the government, the only money we 
get is donations from the public.” The General Smuts Foundation appealed to the public for 
donations which are used for renovation and the up-keep of the museum. 
 

FRANKFORT FUMING: 
 

The Free State town of Frankfort is fuming after a legal battle with a state-owned power utility forced 
its solar plant to dump desperately needed electricity amid a record energy crisis. The farming 
community of around 5 800 people, 140km south of Johannesburg, started using locally produced 
energy in February to lessen the impact of crippling nationwide power cuts that can last up to 12 
hours a day. But that didn't go down well with beleaguered monopoly Eskom, resulting in a court 
case, which the firm won on a technicality last month - compelling locals to sit in the dark during 
outages like everybody else. Eskom argued that RFS had not been granted authorisation to carry 
out its own blackout programme. The monopoly explained that Frankfort still needed to draw power 
from Eskom's grid. The town's solar panels were not enough to cover its needs, and its system did 
not have batteries in which to store excess power and draw on it at time of need, it said. If the town 
were allowed to dispense with Eskom's blackout schedule, others could follow suit, causing anarchic 
fluctuations in supply and demand that could cause the national grid collapse, the company 
contended. "If the floodgates are thus opened, Eskom's ability to ensure the safety of the grid will be 
severely compromised," it said in its affidavit. Eskom had its way because the court dismissed the 
case on a legal technicality, as the local municipality had failed to join the suit. "If they are not going 
to allow us to use the solar... or to use our own electricity, we don't have any choice, we will have to 
take the law into our own hands," warned Hans Pretorius, a local cereal farmer, who grows cereals 
and relies on electricity to power the irrigation system. "It's a matter of survival." Pretorius told AFP: 
(Daily Friend) 
 

IF IT WALKS LIKE A DUCK… 
 

 
Lavrov and Pandor 
 

Following United States (US) Ambassador Reuben Brigety’s accusations that South Africa supplied 
arms to Russia, attention has rightfully focused on the credibility of the allegations and the impact 
on South Africa’s economy and relations with the US. For a seasoned diplomat like Brigety, these 
remarks were not likely to have been miscalculated. They may have been induced by frustrations 
that came to a head during a recent US visit by a high-ranking South African delegation. The reaction 
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to Brigety’s claims from Pretoria and the ruling African National Congress (ANC) would also 
have been anticipated by Washington. What hasn’t attracted enough attention is the tactical foreign 
policy parallel between Pretoria and Washington. The US’ willingness to cast serious aspersions on 
South Africa’s credibility without presenting evidence largely mirrors the ANC’s framing of the US 
and its Western allies as the main culprits behind the Ukraine-Russia crisis. In making his case, 
Brigety quoted official ANC policy that says the Ukraine conflict ‘can no longer be described simply 
as a Russia-Ukraine war – it is primarily a conflict between the US and US-led NATO and Russia.’ 
The ANC justifies this argument by drawing on the US’ 30-year-old Wolfowitz doctrine and 
Washington’s recent framing of China and Russia as systemic threats to the international order. 
According to the ANC, that is why the ‘US provoked the war with Russia over Ukraine, hoping to put 
Russia in its place’ (emphasis added). This reasoning squarely aligns with Moscow’s justification of 
its ‘special military operation’ in Ukraine. The ANC also draws on its June 2022 national policy 
conference, which called for ‘an end to countries being used as proxies for other countries’ wars 
such as Ukraine being used as a proxy by the US and its European allies.’ Neither of the two ANC 
documents mentions any wrongdoing on Russia’s part. There is no reference to the plight of 
Ukrainians and no word about South Africa’s responsibility to defend and uphold the principles of 
the international rules-based order as enshrined in the UN Charter. Instead, the documents 
frequently refer to working more closely with like-minded global partners committed to progressive 
internationalism. This refers to a shared opposition to imperialism perpetuated through power 
imbalances between countries of the global North and South. The choice of partners (such as former 
liberation movements) is almost exclusively framed against this benchmark, with no reference to 
common values such as democracy or a commitment to human rights, international law or free and 
open societies. This reveals one of the most significant factors in the ANC’s posturing on Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine: that Russia’s clear violation of the UN Charter is completely discordant with the 
ANC’s ideological view of the international system. That view is rooted in the historical abuses of 
colonial and imperial powers, and the perpetuation of these injustices through North-South power 
dynamics. The ANC’s unyielding ideological commitment has forced the party into a difficult corner 
of its own making. It must attempt to reconcile its progressive internationalist outlook with calls to 
condemn Russia – a longstanding like-minded ally. These contradictions reinforce the party’s view 
that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a proxy battle between the US, NATO and Russia, not a conflict 
to be understood in isolation. Unless framed in this manner, the ANC’s worldview becomes 
invalidated, and allusions to a non-aligned position are unjustifiable. In sum, the ANC’s approach 
has been: if it walks like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it has got to be an American turkey 
mischievously masquerading as a duck. (Defence Web: Written by Priyal Singh, Senior Researcher, Africa in 

the World, ISS Pretoria). 

 

WHAT RUSSIA & CHINA WANT TO NEGOTIATE: 
 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has given Cyril Ramaphosa four points on what it will take for his 
country to reach a negotiated settlement. These, said ANC deputy subcommittee chair Obed Bapela, 
would be used to canvass other world leaders and the UN on bringing all parties, including the US, 
NATO, Russia and Ukraine, to the negotiating table. The [ANC] president, in his capacity as 
President of South Africa, is to engage and raise the four Russian points, in addition to those of 
China, on various platforms, including at a meeting with the Secretary-General of the UN, and to 
engage as he did with President Putin of Russia and President [Volodymyr] Zelensky of Ukraine’, 
he said. The points include that ‘It is Russia’s view that the war in Ukraine is a war against the 
expansion of NATO and the building of a war arsenal, weapons in the zone or backyard of Russia’. 
NATO is to dismantle weaponry and war arsenals out of the zone as this is ‘provocation and a sign 
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of aggression’.  The third point Russia made was that a demilitarisation programme in Ukraine 
must be agreed upon. The ANC was told that ‘The reason is that many mercenaries have entered 
Ukraine, armed bandits in that country and the NATO forces.’ Russia also called for the Minsk 
agreement, signed when the Soviet Union collapsed, to be revisited. China has outlined a 12-point 
settlement that it wants addressed, from respecting all countries’ sovereignty, abandoning the Cold 
War mentality and protecting civilians and prisoners of war, to stopping unilateral sanctions, keeping 
industrial and supply chains stable, and promoting post-conflict reconstruction. The President said 
he telephonically presented an African leaders’ peace mission to Putin on Friday, and to Zelensky 
on Saturday. Zelensky said that during the call he warned Ramaphosa against ‘arming the 
aggressor.’ (Daily Friend) 
 

EL NINO IS IMMINENT: 
 

Trade winds in the Pacific weaken during El Nino, while in the event of La Niña (meaning 'the little 
girl'), they are unusually strong due to its cooling effect. Together, these events can trigger extreme 
weather such as the record-breaking Cyclone Freddy, which wreaked havoc across parts of Africa 
including Malawi in February and March. For Canada and the northern US, the imminent El Nino 
event can lead to warmer weather, while southern US and northern Mexico will experience heavy 
rainfall, resulting in landslides and flooding. In eastern Australia, El Nino raises the risk of drought, 
bushfires and heatwaves in what is already expected to be a drier winter and spring than usual. 
 

IRELAND TO PUT WARNING LABELS ON ALCOHOL: 
 

The Republic of Ireland is set to introduce health warning labels on alcohol. According to the BBC 
this will make it the first country in the world to do so. The Irish minister of health, Stephen Donnelly, 
signed the measures into law yesterday, but they will only come into effect in 2026. The labels will 
draw attention to the health consequences of drinking alcohol and include a calorie count. Donnelly 
was quoted as saying: ‘I welcome that we are the first country in the world to take this step and 
introduce comprehensive health labelling of alcohol products. I look forward to other countries 
following our example.’ (Daily Friend – wonder if he’ll be re-elected?) 
 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Another week in Africa, and the intriguing prospect of SA and other African States attempting to 
intercede in the Ukrainian conflict, (having already received instructions from the Russian 
aggressor).  We wonder if the African states will be able to stick together long enough to get to the 
scene. The mind boggles… The mystery “Russian-Gate” ship sails on…  Another missed opportunity 
for SA in pebble bed reactors… 
Our next lunch is a Ladies Lunch at 12h30 for 13h00 Friday 2 June at Wanderers Club, Illovo… 
Price remains R250 per person, which includes wines at table. We regret to advise that Rob Hersov 
will not be available to speak to us this month due to family matters in Cape Town. He will speak at 
a future lunch. We will let you know as soon as possible who the speaker will be, as we swing into 
Plan B. Please make your booking asap with bookings@rafoc.org and make your payment to the 
RAFOC Nedbank account and send proof of payment to confirm your booking. Meantime, enjoy the 
read as the winter chills set in… 
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TAILPIECE: 
 

The Wisdom of Phyllis Diller: 
I admit I have a tremendous sex drive. My boyfriend lives forty miles away. 
Whatever you may look like, marry a man your own age. As your beauty fades, so will his eyesight. 
Housework can't kill you, but why take a chance? 
Cleaning your house while your kids are still growing up is like shoveling the sidewalk before it stops 
snowing. 
The reason women don't play football is because 11 of them would never wear the same outfit in 
public. 
Best way to get rid of kitchen odours: Eat out. 
A bachelor is a guy who never made the same mistake once. 
I want my children to have all the things I couldn't afford. Then I want to move in with them. 
Most children threaten at times to run away from home. This is the only thing that keeps some 
parents going. 
Any time three New Yorkers get into a cab without an argument, a bank has just been robbed. 
We spend the first twelve months of our children's lives teaching them to walk and talk and the next 
twelve years telling them to sit down and shut up. 
Burt Reynolds once asked me out. I was in his room. 
What I don't like about office Christmas parties is looking for a job the next day. 
The only time I ever enjoyed ironing was the day I accidentally got gin in the steam iron. 
His finest hour lasted a minute and a half. 
Old age is when the liver spots show through your gloves. 
My photographs don't do me justice - they just look like me. 
Tranquillisers work only if you follow the advice on the bottle - keep away from children. 
I asked the waiter, 'Is this milk fresh?' He said, 'Lady, three hours ago it was grass.' 
The reason the golf pro tells you to keep your head down is so you can't see him laughing. 
You know you're old if they have discontinued your blood type. 
 
Artificial Counterintelligence 
Alexa, I am feeling that I want to have fun. 
Alexa “Most certainly... Don't worry. I am dimming the lights. Setting your AC to 22 C degrees. I have 
hired your favorite Thai masseuse. She is just 12 minutes away as per her Uber ride status. 
I have scheduled her payment from your credit card 2 hours from now. I have checked your wife's 
GPS and she is shopping in a suburban mall. According to her buying checklist stored on my disk, 
she will take at least 2 more hours, plus according to Google maps traffic analysis, more than 1 hour 
to reach home. Have fun!”. 
This is called true Artificial Intelligence... 

Meanwhile...⌛ 
Wife: Alexa, have you set it up? 
Alexa: “Sure thing, he thinks you are going to take three hours. If you take an Uber home, you will 
be there in 45 minutes. I'm recording the whole thing with four cameras, you just need to walk in, we 
have him red-handed. I've got your divorce papers printed and ready, and your attorney briefed, 
case documents are drafted and will be completed tomorrow, $1 M. damages plus $10,000 per 
month alimony. All set. Your Uber is waiting outside.” 
Now, this is Artificial Counterintelligence... After all, Alexa is a female. 
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RUGBY IN RETROSPECT 
As the curtain falls on South African rugby’s first full season in Europe, opinion is divided on the 
success of the respective teams as well as the sustainability of a brutal, relentless schedule. While 
steps have been taken to restrict the players’ workload, some coaches continue to ask for an 
increase in squad size – the cap is set at 50 – to meet the demands of competing in three 
tournaments: Champions Cup, United Rugby Championship and Currie Cup. Discussions will 
continue as officials at SA Rugby and MyPlayers – the players’ organisation – try to plot the way 
forward. (John Cardinelli, DM) 
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LOST OPPORTUNITY: SMALL MODULAR NUCLEAR REACTORS 
 

Developments in Small Modular Nuclear Reactors (SMRs) technologies are receiving huge 
investments around the world. South Africa was the world leader until its Pebble Bed Modular 
Nuclear Reactor (PBMR) technology was lost. Losing this prime position in this technology clearly 
demonstrates the lack of foresight.  Our government decided not to fund its further development and 
completion. This has resulted in South Africa being relegated to being the global spectator. As a 
consequence, its engineers and scientists that remained in South Africa have become alienated, 
and those who left are held in high regard as global leaders in this technology, which they displayed 
with unparalleled proficiency. But before spending much time soliloquizing, I have to answer the 
question of what SMR is. SMRs are Nuclear Power Reactors that produce electricity of between 10 
MWe (Megawatts electric) to a maximum of 300 MWe. Anything above 300 MWe is classified as a 
large-scale nuclear power reactor. Leading economies also develop up to 350 MWe nuclear power 
reactors, classified under SMRs category. First world countries are competing to be the best in SMR 
technologies, which South Africa was once at the forefront of just under two decades ago. A lot of 
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financial investments are deployed in SMRs programs by many first world countries. These 
include the US Department of Energy (DoE) and their private companies. Among the latter are Bill 
Gates's TerraPower SMR company. In Canada, the UK, Denmark and South Korea, this technology 
has become very important. The DoE is funding a South African group-owned X-Energy SMRs. In 
this regard, they have been given land on which to build and construct their first SMR in the US. 
On industrialisation potential in converting Eskom ageing coal power stations: 
South Africa should consider the conversion of the ageing Eskom coal power stations by replacing 
them with SMRs. This would not only maintain the economic activity in the coal towns but would also 
foster the development of high-tech industries to support the manufacturing Industry and the 
development of new skills. The experience in Western Nations, for example, the SMRs drive new 
industries, jobs and delivery of clean technology. Canada has identified 389 Sites for SMRs. The 
US has identified 270 sites, and the UK is developing its SMRs programme by Rolls Royce, with 
firm level plans to power the UK with SMRs. These countries have also identified South Africa as a 
market in which to sell their SMRs. They also aim at the African continent. China National Nuclear 
Corporation successfully constructed, connected and synchronised to their grid a twin 210 MWe 
(Electrical Power) high temperature gas reactor (HTR) called HTR-PM in December 2021. This twin 
210 MWe SMR is an exact replica on our South African Pebble Bed Modular Reactor (PBMR), which 
is a 160 MWe that our government has remained undecided on.  This is even in face of the huge 
global investments committed to SMRs programs by the West and China. Not only are the developed 
world making strides, but the developing nations are, too, in SMRs technology. For example, 
Indonesia is planning to power a fertiliser plant by using a Danish-developed SMR. This could be 
extended to deliver 1 Gigawatt into their grid. And many African countries, including Ghana, are 
considering nuclear technologies. Ghana is at a stage where their nuclear regulatory environment 
is progressing at an advanced pace. South Africa runs the risk of losing the edge it had in this cutting-
edge SMRs technology that most are banking in the world today. It is no secret that it is the African 
engineers and scientists who want South Africa's 160 MWe PBMR Project to be revived. There have 
also been calls from AfriForum, Build One South Africa and the EFF to add nuclear power to the 
mix. However, up to now, the government has not made any comment regarding any potential restart 
of the programme, nor has it made it known why this should not be considered as a viable option for 
South Africa and maybe some African partners. If we do not revive our PBMR Project (the 160 MWe 
Machines), the US, the UK, Canada, South Korea and the Chinese will come to South Africa in 
around Year 2028 to 2035 to sell us their SMRs to replace our Eskom coal power stations in the 
Mpumalanga and Limpopo provinces because our own PBMR is sitting idling in Pretoria, Pelindaba 
at Necsa’s Nuclear Facility Site. Ladies and gentlemen, sadly this is the plight of being an African 
engineer and scientist in South Africa. (Hlathi Zak Madela is Executive Director of the South African 
Energy Forum. He is an engineering graduate from Wits) 
 
 


