
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 169 

30th JUNE 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

Another whirlwind week... Durban Tourism Banner stolen from Tollgate Bridge – good advert for law 
and order!... bogus cops arrested after hijacking truck, kidnapping driver – where’s that Mad Hatter? 
Half-wit sheriff resuscitates “certificates of need” for doctors – fails to deliver Summons… sulphur 
dioxide emissions from Kusile 'may cost 700 lives a year'… Enyobeni Tavern tragedy a year on... 
“Alleged honourable members, you have let the country down” says Zondo... OUTA lays criminal 
complaint against NSFAS CEO Andile Nongogo... Mashsatile unmasked... The secret luxury life and 
state capture links Eskom wants more money after R242 billion in bailouts… head of security Karen 
Pillay suspended… Too much solar could collapse the grid — Ramokgopa (Come again?)… 
warning for petrol prices in South Africa… cars damaged during Diepsloot chaos... Wagner group 
mercenaries in Africa… cold creeps up on the Reef... 40% of Kruger National Park to be burnt to 
“protect ecosystem”... Cheetahs Bobaas in Currie Cup... 
Russia on the brink… Dogs of War… Putin rails against Kyiv and West... Zelenskiy praises frontline 
advances ‘in all sectors’... Curiouser and curiouser – the Coup that never was in Russia… Belarus 
the peacemaker?... Ukraine-Russia war latest: Putin ignores coup in latest speech... Wagner chief 
vows revenge on Moscow... Heatwaves and major storms across the USA… Titan submersible: why 
was its implosion not announced sooner?... Labour piles pressure on Sunak with plan to prevent 
‘catastrophe’… abandoned duck saved by couple returns with ducklings (Be kind to our web-footed 
friends, for a duck may be somebody’s Mother)… What does it mean to rewild the Australian 
desert?...  RAF officer denies ‘putting his testicles on the bar. 
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WAGNER GROUP: 
 

            
 

The Wagner Group (Russian: Группа Вагнера, Gruppa Vagnera), officially known as PMC 
Wagner, is a Russian paramilitary organization. It is seen as a (PMC), a network of mercenaries and 
a de facto “Private Army” of Yevgeny Prigozhin a former close ally of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. It operates in support of Russian interests, receives equipment from the Russian Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) and has used MoD installations for training. While the Wagner Group itself is not 
ideologically driven, various elements of Wagner have been linked to Neo-Nazism and Far-right 
politics.  Prior to June 2023, it was widely speculated that the Wagner Group was used by the 
Russian government to allow for "Plausible deniability" and to obscure the true casualties and 
financial costs of Russia's foreign interventions. The group came to prominence during the War in 
Donbas in Ukraine, where it helped Russian people's militias in Ukraine of the self-
declared "Donetsk People's Republic" and "Luhansk People's Republic" from 2014 to 2015. Its 
contractors have reportedly taken part in various conflicts around the world, including the civil wars 
in Syria, Libya, Central African Republic and Mali, often fighting on the side of forces aligned with 
the Russian government. Wagner operatives have been accused of having committed Russian war 
crimes in areas where they are deployed. The accusations include rape and robbery of civilians, as 
well as torturing accused deserters. Wagner has played a significant role in the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, where it has been reportedly deployed to assassinate Ukrainian leaders, among other 
activities, and for which it has recruited prison inmates from Russia for frontline combat.                                                                                                                             
In December 2022, United States National Security Council Coordinator for Strategic 
Communications Admiral John Kirby claimed Wagner has 50,000 fighters in Ukraine, including 
10,000 contractors and 40,000 convicts. Others put the number of recruited prisoners at more than 
20,000, with the overall number of PMC forces present in Ukraine estimated at 20,000. In 2023, 
Russia granted Combat Veteran status to Wagner contractors who took part in the invasion. After 
years of denying links to the Wagner Group, Yevgeny Prigozhin, a businessman formerly with close 
ties to Putin, admitted in September 2022 that he founded the paramilitary group. He specifically 
declared, "I am proud that I was able to defend their right to protect the interests of their country." On 
23 June 2023, Prigozhin led the Wagner Group rebellion against the Russian leadership after 
accusing Russian troops of attacking his men. Wagner units were pulled from Ukraine and moved 
into Rostov on Don in the Rostov Oblast, Russia, according to early reports by Prigozhin. 
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ONE DAY YOUR CHILDREN WILL FLY IT... 
 

              
 

When Mike Steer switched from being a navigator on Phantoms to flying Hercules with 70 Sqn in 
the late 1980s, he was following in the footsteps of his father, John, who played a key role bringing 
the iconic aircraft into service. A former Hastings pilot, John was sent to the US to work with 
Lockheed Martin ahead of the delivery of the first aircraft. And the aero-giant’s advice to the fledgling 
RAF crews of the 1960s was to prove prophetic to Mike. The pilots’ manuals the UK’s Hercules 
pioneers were issued with confidently stated: ‘Be careful with this aircraft – one day your children 
will fly it...’ Mike said: “For the company to say that showed how much faith they had in the design. 
And it is true. I checked dad’s logbook and was astonished to find that we had indeed flown many 
of the same airframes, decades apart.” During his years with LXX Sqn Mike was deployed all over 
the world on combat and humanitarian missions. But it was the capability of the ground-breaking, 
turbo-prop-powered US transporter that saved him and his crew from disaster during a sortie 
delivering kit to UK troops in the first Gulf War. He explained: “We were taking a lot of stuff from 
Akrotiri into theatre and knew that we would be heavy. “As we went down the runway to take off the 
captain pulled the stick... and nothing happened. He tried again and gave it everything and we 
struggled into the air as the end of the runway approached. We had planned for 25,000ft but as we 
climbed slowly, we knew we would not hit that. “We knew that we must be overweight so got the 
loadmaster to double check the load and the pallets. He came back and reported that were just 
under the maximum capacity. “We never made our flight levels, but we got there, burning way more 
fuel than we expected. As we landed there was a horrific ‘pinging’ noise coming from the 
undercarriage. “It was so loud you could hear it over the roar of the engines. As we hit the runway 
the aircraft listed heavily to one side. We thought we had burst a tyre but managed to stop safely. 
In fact, we had broken the suspension. That shouldn’t happen unless you land it sideways. “We put 
the aircraft into quarantine and got the ground crew to check and double-check the weight again. 
“The maximum load on a Hercules at the time was 35,000lb. In the RAF we work in kilograms and 
someone had forgotten to do the conversion. We were carrying 34,000kg – more than twice as 
much. “For any aircraft to carry more than double its maximum is incredible. Only a Hercules would 
look after you like that, should you do anything quite so stupid.” During the conflict the tempo of 
operations for Mike and his crew was relentless. They flew more than 180 hrs in one month – most 
of it at night. “Watching the fireworks in the sky as Scuds and patriot missiles from the air defences 
filled the air was something I won’t forget,” Mike added. During his career he deployed across the 
world, whether it was supporting the Red Arrows on international displays, training in America, 
delivering humanitarian aid or taking part in multi-national exercises. He said: “You never knew 
where you’d be from one month to the next. One day you could be doing whacky low-level flying 
dropping stores and having fun and the next you would be asked to fly to the Caribbean to deliver 
aid. “Just to see hungry kids smiling because you have delivered food supplies is something that 
stays with you.” 
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HERCULES - SANS PEUR: 
 

THE HERCULES, or ‘Fat Albert’ as it is affectionately known, leaves RAF service after 56 years of 
frontline duty during which crews have risked and given their lives to get the job done. The list of the 
C-130’s operations and exploits reads like an action movie script. The aircraft has also starred in a 
few of those too. Each decade has seen pivotal operations, starting in 1967, where, within a matter 
of months of being delivered, the aircraft were pressed into service in Aden, rescuing the British 
forces. In 1972, the Hercules made front page news by deploying four special forces bomb disposal 
experts on to the QE2 mid-Atlantic, following a bomb threat. It turned out to be bogus, but the exploits 
of this 47 Sqn crew and the troops it carried were the inspiration for the 1974 movie Juggernaut, 
featuring Anthony Hopkins and Richard Harris. The 1980s were a pivotal decade as the fleet 
adopted new capabilities to counter threats from enemy action and mother nature. The first was the 
Falklands conflict, where the aircraft acted as an airbridge for the fleet sailing south, as well as 
undertaking covert operations in Chile. There was also a plan to assault airfields in Argentina 
(Operation Mikado), which wasn’t needed, as it may have been a one-way mission. The conflict saw 
the development of the use of Night Vision Goggles with the aircraft and the use of long-range 
internal fuel tanks, followed by the fitting of a probe to allow air-to-air refuelling, changing the utility 
of the platform massively. From dropping stores as a lifeline for ships, in 1984 the fleet was able to 
pivot to dropping stores to save lives, as the famine in Ethiopia was killing tens of thousands. The 
Herc crews and 47 Sqn Air Despatch (RLC) deployed to the region and once again, using their 
ingenuity and can-do attitude, devised a new way of air-dropping grain sacks that would preserve 
the stores, as well as reducing the risk to the crews, who previously had to land to unload. During a 
short, but crucial period, throughout the famine relief operation the Herc carried out 2,152 sorties, 
each carrying about 16 tons of lifesaving cargo. The 1990s were an exceptionally busy decade for 
the crews at RAF Lyneham, dominated by the Gulf and Saddam Hussain’s invasion of Kuwait (Op 
Granby), as well as famine relief operations in Somalia (Op Provide Comfort) and 47 Squadron (SF 
Flight) flying into the besieged city of Sarajevo (Op Cheshire). These operations tested the skills of 
the crews as they developed and employed pioneering ways of operating in hostile environments, 
on three continents. The ‘train hard, work hard, play hard’ ethos of the Hercules fleet is legendary, 
but this was also a decade where it wasn’t enemy action that caused loss of life, but a training 
accident in Scotland, where during a low-level manoeuvre in Glen Tilt, the aircraft (XV 193) stalled 
and was lost with all nine crew. The noughties saw huge developments in terms of crew skills and 
aircraft capabilities as the J-model joined the wing in late 1999, embarking on its first operation in 
early 2000. Both types were employed to their fullest in the second Gulf War and Afghanistan. There 
was, however, a flaw in the C-130K, one that had been mitigated by other operators but remained 
in the RAF aircraft. It was to lead to the downing of a 47 Sqn aircraft, by enemy action, in January 
2005, with the loss of all 10 crew and passengers. This tragedy hit the wing hard, but it is testament 
to both the leadership and the resilience of the crews, that they ‘got back on the horse’ and restarted 
operations within days. Since the early noughties the C-130 has been on continuous operations in 
the Gulf. The last aircraft supporting Op Shader departed RAF Akrotiri earlier this month, ending 
over two decades of relentless tasking, including roles in Sierra Leone and Libya. It is fitting that 47 
Sqn’s last mission was the evacuation from Khartoum, ending it all exactly where the Squadron 
started back in the 1920s. It is still the only RAF squadron to have its own flag, something its 
members proudly adorn on their flying kit. The squadron have certainly lived up to their unofficial 
motto of Sans Peur (Without Fear). The C-130 is the Swiss Army knife of tactical air transport and 
can haul cargo or troops, airdrop everything from people to boats, and transport the critically injured 
from the battlefield. It also holds the world record for the largest aircraft to ever land on an aircraft 
carrier, and it did this not once but dozens of times. The capability and the attitude of all who worked 
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around the aircraft is a winning combination that has endured way beyond what was imagined in 
1967. The C-130 is much more than a Pickford’s van with wings. It is an unmatched tactical platform 
that will be sorely missed by those who operated it and supported it across almost six decades of 
RAF service. By Scott Bateman MBE, loadmaster and pilot from 1990- 2008, serving across the globe on the C-130 

as part of 47 Sqn. Scott Bateman’s book Hercules – Sans Peur, which chronicles 57 years of operations through the 
eyes of those who were there, will be released on November 23, 2023 and is available now for pre-order on Amazon. 

 

BALLS TO THE BAR: 
 

A drunken RAF officer, who horrified staff at boozy summer ball by 'putting his testicles on the bar' 
is convicted of indecent exposure - but found not guilty of grabbing a female officer's bottom. Flight 
Lieutenant Richard Aldridge, 39, exposed himself at the event in MoD Boscombe Down after 
overhearing two women complain about servicemen who had previously flashed at them. The officer 
got one leg up on the bar and was ‘holding the underneath of himself’, one of the women told Bulford 
Military Court in Wiltshire. Aldridge was found guilty of a charge of exposure but was cleared of 
sexual assault having been accused of grabbing a female officer's bottom while she stood at the 
bar. During the three-day trial he denied the first charge, claiming he is 'not flexible enough' to have 
done so and said his uniform was too tight. He also denied touching the female officer. The court 
heard the officers' mess event was held at MoD Boscombe Down, a military aircraft testing site, near 
Amesbury, in Wiltshire. Captain Rebecca Slee, prosecuting, told the court martial the function had 
kicked off and was in full swing when Flt Lt Aldridge arrived at the bar. She said: '[Two women] were 
working behind the bar. They had talked about previous incidents of exposure, and said they hoped 
nothing like that would happen tonight. 'Flt Lt Aldridge was at the bar and overheard the 
conversation. He then exposed his testicles and put them on the bar.' Giving evidence, one of the 
women, who is a civilian worker, told the court: 'There was a conversation between me and a 
colleague about previous functions and what people get up to. '[Flt Lt Aldridge] put his testicles in 
his hand and at the top of the bar. I said, 'that's inappropriate, put them away'. He was laughing.' 
Her colleague said: 'We were having a conversation and Flt Lt Aldridge came to the bar. At a 
previous function, an officer had done something - two weeks before, an officer was up on the table 
doing the helicopter with his penis.' Referring to Flt Lt Aldridge, she added: 'I saw him up on the bar 
holding the underneath of himself. His genitals were out of his clothes. 
 

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC: CONSTANT ENDEAVOUR: 
 

          
 

FLYING BOAT crews who hunted Nazi U-boats to protect Britain’s vital wartime supply lines were 
remembered at a former RAF base in Wales. Top brass gathered at the Pembroke Dock Heritage 
Centre in the chapel of the former station to remember the Battle of the Atlantic. Air Officer Wales  
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Air Cdre Adrian Williams said: “While Pembroke Dock was the RAF’s biggest seaplane base, 
Pembrokeshire was key to Coastal Command operations, with eight stations here. We should never 
forget the bravery and resilience of the men and women of the RAF in winning this struggle.” The 
event was marked by a flypast by a 201 Sqn Poseidon that today guards Britain’s sea lanes, just as 
the flying boats once did. The Centre houses the remains of a Short Sunderland aircraft which sank 
during the war and was recovered from the harbour. The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest 
campaign of the World War II, running from 1939 to the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945. Although 
a Naval campaign, RAF Coastal Command played a significant role in defending convoys and by 
mid-May 1943 had helped turn the tide against the U-boat blockade, which is why the 80th 
anniversary is marked at that time. By the start of World War Two in September 1939 three 
squadrons had been equipped with the Sunderlands. Seven hundred and forty-nine Sunderlands 
were built, and they served throughout the war. The final Coastal Command Sunderland operational 
mission was in June 1945 over four weeks after the German surrender. Long-range Sunderland 
operations also took place overseas from bases in Africa and the Far East. 222 Squadron RAF was 
based at Lake St Lucia and then at Lake Msingazi (Richards Bay) at the end of the war the Unit was 
transferred to the SAAF as 35 Sqn SAAF. Post-war the type took part in the Berlin Airlift carrying 
4920 tonnes (4847 tons) of freight. During the Korean War Sunderlands based in Japan undertook 
nearly 900 operational sorties totally over 13,350 hours of flying. The Sunderland finally retired from 
RAF service in 1959 when the last aircraft were scrapped at RAF Seletar, Singapore. The 
Sunderland’s design was so good that it remained in front line service for over twenty years. It was 
also the last flying-boat operated by the Royal Air Force. The Sunderland was produced as a military 
development of the ‘C’-Class Empire flying-boat operated by Imperial Airways. It entered service in 
June 1938 and was the first British flying boat to have power-operated gun turrets as part of its 
defensive armament. This strong protective armament resulted in the Germans giving it the 
nickname ‘Flying Porcupine’. AS HER MAJESTY the late Queen once famously said in a different 
context: “Recollections may vary,” and that is certainly the case with historian Paul Beaver’s 
biography of Eric ‘Winkle’ Brown. And that is not the only controversy likely to be sparked by this 
500-plus page account which glories in the subheading “The Extraordinary Life of Britain’s Greatest 
Pilot.” Quite a claim that. Greater than Edward ‘Mick’ Mannock VC, the RFC’s top World War I ace? 
Greater than Wg Cdr Johnnie Johnson, the RAF’s highest-scoring World War II pilot? Greater than 
Czech Battle of Britain ‘lone wolf’ legend Josef Frantisek? We will let RAF News readers decide. 
But back to the book, which is the result of Beaver’s unprecedented access to Brown’s archives to 
produce the first and only authorised biography, on the condition that it would not be published until 
after Brown died. And among the treasure trove of 20 chests of documents, flight records and photo 
albums the author received in 2016 were details of incidents he found ‘shocking’. Chief among them 
(spoiler alert) was the discovery that Brown was given up by his mother as a baby to the Salvation 
Army in London and sent by train to Edinburgh, where he was adopted. “Despite this incredible start 
to life, this is a story Eric took to the grave,” says Beaver. “Not even his late wife Lynn or his only 
son Glenn were aware of it. He spent his whole life as a proud Scot, even though he was born in 
England. He even went as far as to keep a forged birth certificate to hide the true story of his origins. 
“However, as we shall see, this was far from the only major discrepancy in Eric’s ‘approved’ version 
of his life.” And it is this tension between the tales ‘Winkle’ regaled his friends with, Beaver among 
them, and what the author as an experienced historian and former war correspondent can verify 
that gives the book its intrigue and momentum. Some of its subject’s exploits – such as narrowly 
escaping death on the torpedoed aircraft carrier HMS Audacity and logging more than 6,000 flying 
hours in 487 different aircraft as Chief Naval Test Pilot and on Fleet Air Arm service, a certified 
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Guinness world record – can be substantiated. Others – such as experiencing combat as a 
teenager in the Spanish Civil War or being visited in hospital by Winston Churchill after flying a 
Martlet fighter upside down and crashing into the Firth of Forth – cannot. Certainly, his life contained 
more drama than most – from witnessing the liberation of Belsen concentration camp to becoming 
friends with Prince Phillip, from hosting Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin to playing drums with the 
Glenn Miller band. In later life he even enjoyed a bit of media stardom when he was selected as the 
3,000th castaway on Desert Island Discs, where presenter Kirsty Young described him as ‘a real-
life hero’ who made James Bond seem like a bit of a slacker.’ And it is to Beaver’s credit that despite 
a personal friendship lasting 40 years with his subject, he avoids hagiography and rigorously seeks 
the facts behind the myths, even admitting that Winkle’s arrogance, possibly due to a fear of his 
humble origin being discovered, sometimes made him enemies. This is an incredible life story told 
with great panache and integrity by Beaver, who in the end still regards his friend as a national 
treasure and an aviator with a unique, unparalleled, and unrepeatable story. 
But Britain’s Greatest Pilot? Winkle: The Extraordinary Life of Britain’s Greatest Pilot, by Paul Beaver, published 

by Penguin, £25. 

 

KISS ME GOODNIGHT, SERGEANT-MAJOR: 
 

   
 
 

She’ll also be taking part in the London Landmark Skyscraper Challenge later this year – running 
up the 42 floors of Leadenhall Building, known as the ‘Cheesegrater’ in the City of London, then 
abseiling down it, for the Tommy’s charity. She said: “I have a strong passion for charity, which is 
one of the main reasons I started taking part in pageants, as well as to help me gain more 
confidence. “I’ve come a long way since my first pageant a decade ago – the first time I took part 
and got up on stage I couldn’t speak. “I had a break from entering pageants in 2016 to concentrate 
on my career. I’ve decided to take part in another one now because I believe it is a great platform 
to allow me to help raise vital funds for charity.” She added: “Pageants are about much more than 
just being a pretty face, they have become so diverse over the past 10 years.” Emma has won 19 
titles, including Miss Charity 2013 held at Disneyland, Paris, and Miss Charity 2016. She came 

An Air Force fitness instructor is bidding for a national 
beauty pageant title – to support a charity that funds 
research into premature birth. Cpl Emma Whitbread, 34, 
struggled to get help when her son was born six weeks 
early weighing just four lbs. Emma, from Dorset, entered 
her first beauty pageant in 2013 – and won. She 
currently holds the title of Ms Dorset Crown and Glory 
and will compete for the UK title this summer, hoping to 
raise £2,000 for Tommy’s Baby Charity and the official 
pageant charity Abby’s Army, for brain tumour research 
in children. She said: “You don’t have to be a ‘Barbie girl’ 
to take part. Judges are looking for something different 
and unique. For example, I’ve got tattoos which would 
not have been allowed in past pageants.” The RAF 
Henlow-based Physical Training Instructor, who joined 
the Air Force two years ago after serving with the Army, 
added: “My son was born in 2007 and spent some time 
in hospital before I could take him home. “I didn’t have 
any support when I had him and if I’d had something like 
Tommy’s to help, my struggles would have been much 
more manageable.” 
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second runner-up and won the most beautiful face award at the Ms United Kingdom 
international finals in Miami, also in 2016. She said: “I find taking part in the competitions 
empowering. I also love meeting other competitors and hearing their stories.” She added: “I’ve spent 
the past 10 years in the military, and I have had great support from the Army and the RAF on my 
journey in the pageant world.” To support Emma, go to: gofundme.com/f/tommys-and-abbys-army 

 

CAREFULLY CRAFTED... 
 

                                                                                               
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni's Tweet showing participants in an African peace mission meeting. 
 

Founder of Paramount, Ivor Ichikowitz, played a significant role in the African peace mission to 
Ukraine last weekend, which was led by South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa. News of 
Paramount’s involvement in the African peace mission surfaced on 5 June when Ugandan president 
Yoweri Museveni shared a photo from a virtual meeting showing Ichikowitz and French 
businessman Jean-Yves Olivier taking part in a conference on the peace mission to Ukraine along 
with Zambia’s President Hakainde Hichilema, Senegal’s President Macky Sall, Comoros’ President 
Azali Assoumani, Ramaphosa, and Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi. Ichikowitz and Ollivier 
were representing the Brazzaville Foundation, whose goal “is to develop initiatives, primarily in 
Africa, in the fields of conflict prevention and resolution, development, the environment and 
conservation and to bring countries together in peaceful cooperation.” The Continent reported 
Ollivier stating Ichikowitz is a long time a friend of the Brazzaville Foundation and for the peace 
mission, Ichikowitz offered pro bono resources, contacts, access and advice. “He was officially 
[thanked] by the six heads of state during the 5 June Summit meeting for his contribution.” The 
Ichikowitz Family Foundation said Ichikowitz is proud to have served in a supporting capacity as a 
friend of the Brazzaville Foundation in helping to coordinate the African peace initiative. He has been 
involved in this process since the middle of 2022, which has seen him help plan and coordinate 
interactions between various stakeholders. While Ichikowitz was not part of the official delegation 
visiting both Kyiv and Moscow last week, he “has participated in the peace mission process as a 
proud African who is concerned about the immediate and long-term impact of the Ukraine-Russian 
conflict on Africa and its people. He participated as an African who is heavily invested in Africa and 
is a lifelong advocate and vocal proponent of the continent,” the Foundation said, adding that 
Ichikowitz believes that the continent must take up its rightful role on the international stage in 
addressing the challenges facing the world especially where Africa and Africans are directly 
affected. Ichikowitz believes that Africa has and will continue to suffer consequential damage from 
this conflict and that the leaders of the continent have an obligation to weigh in and play their role in 
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facilitating dialogue, with a view to using their non-aligned status to open channels of 
communication between the parties, with a view to eventually contribute to facilitating negotiations. 
Asked how Ichikowitz would ensure that his defence business interests are kept separate from the 
peace initiative, the Ichikowitz Family Foundation said they did not see any conflict of interest since 
Ichikowitz stepped down as executive chairman of Paramount in 2022 and is concentrating his 
efforts on the Ichikowitz Family Foundation. The Ichikowitz Family Foundation was founded more 
than a decade ago with the facilitation of dialogue as one of its central objectives. “It therefore should 
not come as a surprise if Mr Ichikowitz participates and contributes to any initiative that is aimed at 
creating dialogue in order to improving the lives of Africans and the future of the continent,” the 
Foundation stated. “To further clarify, neither he nor the company he founded have any business 
interests with either the Russian or Ukrainian governments. Paramount has never done business 
with Russia or supplied any military equipment to Russia and has no intention of doing so. There 
has never been a contract for the supply of military equipment between Paramount and Ukraine. 
Therefore there is no commercial interest for either Mr Ichikowitz or Paramount in the Ukraine 
conflict or any other aspect of his involvement in this process,” the Foundation added. (DefenceWeb)  
 

PENSIONS PAYOUTS... 
 

 
 

That Maliyakhe Shelembe, an opposition parliamentarian tasked with oversight of military veterans’ 
affairs, takes the plight of old soldiers seriously comes with what he calls “gross mismanagement of 
funds and disregard for those who served with honour and sacrifice.” The target of his ire is the 
Department of Military Veterans where a retired SA Navy (SAN) chief is an interim director general 
while the post holder is on temporary suspension. Irene Mpolweni was suspended in March with 
Mosiwa Hlongwane moving into the director general suite in Hatfield, Pretoria, early in May. 
Shelembe, Democratic Alliance (DA) shadow deputy defence and military veterans minister, wants 
to know why what is said to be R36 million, earmarked for veterans’ pensions, was “diverted” to buy 
furniture for [DMV] officials. “The DMV decision to prioritise furniture over rightful entitlements of 
veterans reveals an utter disregard for these men and women by government,” he said following 
media reports of the funds’ rerouting. The DMV in a statement refuted allegations the R36 million 
was diverted to furniture, saying City Press “got it horribly wrong” when reporting that on 11 June. 
“The article which purports to expose an irregular and corrupt purchase of furniture, with funds meant 
for military veteran’s pensions benefit pay out, is devoid of any truth and misleading,” it said. It added 
that the article quotes an ‘insider’ saying no pension will be paid to veterans. “The process to roll 
out the military veterans pension benefit, is currently underway and remains unhindered. In view of 



 10
this, it is malicious to suggest funds were shifted to procure furniture for four officials returning 
from suspension. It is also unprofessional of an investigative journalist to suggest funds are spent 
or wasted with no shred of evidence. Based on official records at our disposal, no funds were used 
in this manner and all funds requested to be shifted are available and untouched in the DMV. We 
should also state, emphatically, no furniture was procured.” The DMV explained a request was made 
to National Treasury, dated 20 March this year, to move unspent funds from Transfers and Subsidies 
to Goods and Services. “This was to offset a potential overspend on Healthcare Services and 
Education Support. The Department also has at their disposal a response from National Treasury, 
dated 30 March 2023, wherein the National Treasury stated that ‘it takes note of and does not object 
to the Department’s proposal to shift funds as proposed by the department.’” (DefenceWeb) 

 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Ministers Modise and Pandor could give BoJo lessons – not only Putin is suffering from fantasies...                                                   
Our next lunch is a Ladies Lunch at 12h30 for 13h00 Friday 7 July at Wanderers Club, Illovo… 
Price remains R250 per person, which includes wines at table. Hamilton Wende is scheduled to 
come and address and has confirmed it is in his diary. Please make your booking asap with 
bookings@rafoc.org  - make your payment to the RAFOC Nedbank account and send proof of 
payment to confirm your booking. Meantime, enjoy this week’s read, and the piece on the Borland 
brothers ... as the winter chills set in with a vengeance… 
 

TAILPIECE: 
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the real world is where the monsters are... 
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******************************************************* 
 
 

BROTHERS IN ARMS: 
 

  
Noel Borland and Doug Borland                266 (Rhodesia) Squadron RAF 
 

It is quite common to read stories of brothers who fought in the same service during the war but very 
unusual to find a tale of two twin brothers who joined up at the same time and flew operationally in 
the same squadron. In some ways it must have been a source of comfort that there was always a 
friendly face to share troubles with or share experiences, but as brothers in arms, there comes the 
greater risk that both could be lost on the same operation. They were both posted to 266 (Rhodesia) 
Squadron, and unusually they served with the same unit through to the end of the war albeit mostly 
in different flights. Sadly, Noel, after completing two tours, commenced his third with the squadron 
on the continent after D-Day but his luck was to run out in April 1945 only a few weeks before the 
end of the war. Doug his brother survived and was later awarded the DFC for his actions with the 
squadron. Noel and Doug Borland were born on the 19th December 1914 at a place called 
Nylstroom, which is 130km North of Pretoria in South Africa. Born to Minna Matilda Borland and 
Alexander Francis Borland of Durban, Natal. Not much is known about their background but prior to 
joining up; it is known that after school, Noel became a miner at Nkana, Northern Rhodesia. When 
war broke both brothers joined up to fight at around the same time as their service numbers bear 
out, Noel being service number 77853 and Doug 778580. Noel was attested into the RAF on the 
9th May 1941 and both went to 25 FTS for their elementary flying training on the Tiger Moth at 
Salisbury. On the outbreak of war in September 1939, the Government of Southern Rhodesia made 
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an offer to the British Air Ministry to run a flying school and train personnel to man three 
squadrons (44, 237 and 266 (Rhodesia) Squadrons), which was duly accepted. The Rhodesian Air 
Training Group (RATG), operating 1940–1945, was set up as part of the overall Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan. In January 1940 the Government announced the creation of a Department of Air, 
completely separate from that of Defence and appointed Ernest Lucas Guest as Minister of Air. 
Guest inaugurated and administered what became the second largest Empire Air Training Scheme, 
beginning with the establishment of three units at Salisbury, Bulawayo and Gwelo, each consisting 
of a preliminary and an advanced training school. Rhodesia was the last of the Commonwealth 
countries to enter the Empire Air Training Scheme and the first to turn out fully qualified pilots. No. 
25 Elementary Flying Training School at Belvedere, Salisbury opened on 24 May 1940. The original 
programme of an initial training wing and six schools was increased to 10 flying training schools and 
bombing, navigation and gunnery school and a school for the training of flying instructors as well as 
additional schools for bomb aimers, navigators and air gunners, including stations at Cranbourne 
(Salisbury), Norton, Gwelo and Heany (near Bulawayo). After completing their training on Tiger 
Moths, the brothers were posted to 20 Service Flying Training School at Cranborne, where they 
undertook advanced training on the North American Harvard. Noel gained his wings on the 27th 
January 1942, slightly before his bother who qualified for those coveted wings on the 20th February 
1942.  Both were promoted to temporary sergeant pilot on the 27th February 1942 and they 
prepared to set sail for the UK to attend an operational training unit. On arrival in the UK the brothers 
were split up for the first time since joining the service and Noel was posted to attend 58 OTU on 
the 7th July 1942. 58 Operational Training Unit (OTU) was just one of many units which were 
responsible for supplying Fighter Command with pilots, trained with the necessary skills for aerial 
combat. Here Noel would have his first taste of the Supermarine Spitfire and learn all the tricks of 
the trade required of a fighter pilot. 58 OTU was located at RAF Balado Bridge which opened on 
March 20 1942 as a satellite to Grangemouth, it was hoped that its weather record would prove 
better than that of the parent station and thus increase the amount of flying hours available for 
training. All 58 OTUs advanced flying was to be done from the satellite, the first batch of pupils 
arriving on March 23rd 1942. Doug was sent to 55 OTU at Annan. Unusually both brothers were 
then posted to 266 (Rhodesia) Squadron on the 29th September 1942 as a sergeant pilots. 266 
Squadron had been operational in Greece at the end of the First World War and was disbanded in 
1919. It was reformed on 30 October 1939 at RAF Sutton Bridge as a fighter squadron. The 
squadron was one of the Rhodesian gift squadrons and was named 266 (Rhodesia) Squadron in 
honour of the gift. Originally it was equipped with the Fairey Battle light bomber, but soon after in 
January 1940 it received the Supermarine Spitfire and became a fighter squadron. It was in action 
over Dunkirk in early June and took part in the Battle of Britain.  In 1941 the squadron was moved 
North for a rest at RAF Wittering, where it continued to carry out patrols over France. In January 
1942 the squadron moved to RAF Duxford and were the second squadron to be re-equipped with 
the Hawker Typhoon. By the time Noel and Doug arrived, the squadron were down south at 
Warmwell in Dorest, operating the Mk1b. For some time, low-level high-speed Focke Wulf Fw 190 
fighter-bombers (Jabo) had been raiding the south coast. Normal radar interception was unable to 
cope, and the Germans had been able to operate in comparative safety. In September 1942 it was 
decided to use the Typhoon against this threat, taking advantage of its high low-level speed and 
cruising speed. The Squadron carried out standing patrols and had sections held on alert to counter 
the problem. Noel was on one such patrol on the 20th December 1942, and nearly lost his life before 
he had seen any action!  One life down, how many to go? The day had dawned with fine weather 
and Noel was tasked to fly as number 2 on a local patrol. As they were out over the sea, to the South 
of Warmwell, Noel noticed an aircraft behind his leader and warned him, shortly after he saw bullets 
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hit the water and his leader took evasive action. Fortunately they were recognised by the 
offending Spitfires who broke off their engagement! A close call!  Unfortunately the Typhoon at a 
distance ironically did resemble an Fw 190, and this was just one of many mistaken identity 
incidents. Indeed one of the squadrons pilots, Flt Lt Dawson had been shot down and killed on return 
from operations in support of the Dieppe raid by Spitfires in August of that year. The squadron moved 
to Exeter in January 1943. Soon they were back in action and on the 10th January, Flg Off Small 
scored a kill, an Fw 190 off Teignmouth.  Later that month Flying Officer Bell and Sgt Noel Borland 
were scrambled to an incoming raid of Fw 190s which had crossed the coast at Torquay and then 
reported at Brixham. Noel’s aircraft, frustratingly would not start and he was a few minutes later than 
Bell getting airborne. Bell saw one Fw190 going south near Dartmouth. He chased it at sea level 
and managed to get in three bursts of fire at the aircraft which then plunged into the sea, 12 miles 
south, southeast of Start Point. Noel managed to get his aircraft started and was shortly on the 
scene, he was too late and saw the smoke rising from the wreckage. A bitter disappointment. The 
early part of 1943 was spent on patrols and scrambles trying to intercept further X raids, with some 
success but they were also still loosing aircraft through engine failures and accidents.  Also the unit 
undertook several bomber escorts during this period. On the 16th June 1943, eight Typhoons 
including the Borland bothers, escorted four bombphoons on an offensive sortie to Silon de Talbert 
and then northeast along to Sark along the enemy shipping route. This required a round trip of 270 
miles over the sea and at this time the Typhoon was still suffering numerous engine failures! Nothing 
was seen and the typhoons returned to base. Noel’s luck run out again on the 21st June, whilst 
carrying out a patrol, 12 miles east of Berry Head. He had been flying at 1500 feet over the oggin 
when his engine failed! Not much time for a bale out at that height but he managed a successful 
exit. The operational record book records that he made ‘a very comfortable descent’ and deployed 
his dinghy when he hit the water. Fortunately for him a Supermarine Walrus was carrying out 
practice landings in Torbay and was soon dispatched to pick up a cold and wet Noel. Little did he 
know that he had landed in a mine field and the crew of the Walrus had seen one blow up earlier 
that day. Luckily for him he was only in the water for 15 minutes prior to his pickup. For this Noel 
became a member of the caterpillar club, life two! The squadron records show that the pilots were 
still on edge about the engine reliability of the Napier Sabre, with 2 bail outs and 1 forced landing in 
five days, quite discouraging and not good for squadron morale. Doug and Noel were both 
commissioned on the 24Th June 1943 with effect from 20th April 1943. The squadron continued 
escorting “Bomphoons” on shipping reconnaissance in July and had a number of scrambles from 
Exeter to intercept enemy plots on the radar. The squadron role was soon to change and they started 
taking part in operations over France. On the 3rd August 1943, 9 aircraft including Doug and Noel, 
lead by Sqn Ldr Macintyre, carried out a target cover operation to Guipavas along with 610 Squadron 
and aircraft of the Portreath and Ibsley Wings. They encountered a number of enemy aircraft and 
Sqn Ldr Macintyre was shot up after attacking an Fw190, F/O Thompson was seen spinning down 
from 4000ft and was listed as missing believed killed.  Later that month on a similar operation, the 
CO was not so lucky and he was shot down along with another pilot, a third pilot being hit by flak, 
not a good month. For the rest of the year Noel and Doug were employed on escort to search and 
rescue operations, standing patrols, weather reconnaissance and shipping patrols. Noel’s tour 
ended in September 1943 and was posted for a rest until April 1944 when he was surprisingly posted 
back to 266. His brother was posted out of the squadron around the same time but it is not clear 
where the brothers were posted, presumably as instructors. Noel, by now a flying officer, made his 
way back to the Squadron in April 1944, now based at RAF Tangmere.  Doug was not posted back 
to the unit until after D-Day.  Noel is recoded as flying his first operation on a Ranger on the 6th April 
1944 as part of a section lead by Wing Commander Baker to Rennes. On this trip the squadron 
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claimed a JU88 and Sqn Ldr Holmes took out a flak post on the way to Gael. Nothing further was 
seen and all aircraft returned to RAF Tangmere safely. On the 10th April the squadron were on the 
move again, this time to Needs Oar Point along with 193,197 and 257 Squadrons forming No 146 
airfield of No 84 Group, 2nd TAF. In the lead up to D day, the squadron operations increased in 
tempo. On the 9th May, 8 aircraft including Noel, were sent with 197 and 257 Squadrons to attack 
an ammo dump at Dieppe. 75% of the bombs were recorded as hitting the target but no explosions 
were seen from the dump. One aircraft piloted by Flying Officer C Baillie was seen heading south 
having made an R\T call that his engine was cutting out. The 10th May saw 8 of the units Typhoons 
for a dive-bombing attack on a bridge at Rouen with 197 and 193 Squadrons. There was one direct 
hit on the bridge and numerous barges in the canal were left burning with the raid being recorded 
as having excellent results. Noel returned safely home. A bridge at Lilliers was the target on the 12th 
May. Thirteen aircraft took part lead by Sqn Ldr J W Holmes with Noel flying Typhoon MN230.  The 
Typhoons attacked from 9000 feet down to 1000 feet, attaining three direct hits on the bridge, hitting 
a train and rolling stock in the process. The next target to receive attention was a Radar station at 
Cherbourg on the same day as the Lilliers raid. Noel was still flying MN230 and the squadron 
attacked the target after it had already been mauled by rocket firing typhoons of 193 Squadron.  After 
the target had been dive bombed, the typhoons strafed the target and again results were considered 
excellent. Noel was next on an operation on the 20th May, this time the target was a No Ball or V1 
launching site near Mason Pontieu. Eight aircraft took off from RAF Tangmere at 09:20 a.m. The 
target was located and several bombs seen hitting the target and surrounding buildings with little 
resistance with light flak being recorded.  Eight bombs overshot the target area but the weather was 
not in the attackers favour with poor visibility being recorded. The 23rd May 1944 saw Noel attack 
a radar station at Cap D’antez in conjunction with 197 Squadron. The raid was a success with many 
direct hits and many cannon strikes. The 28th May was not such a successful operation as the 
raiders tried to locate and dive bomb a road and rail junction west of Yvetat.  A navigational error 
meant they could not locate the target so they attacked a target of opportunity near Etretat. As the 
allies were building up towards D-Day, Noel was posted for a further rest, probably much to his 
frustration as the action was just starting to hot up. The Squadron was involved in softening targets 
up in northern France and after D-Day it follows the advancing allied armies in to France.  Doug 
arrives back in November 1944 when the squadron was operating from strip B70, Antwerp. One of 
his first operations flying Typhoon PD501 was an armed recce in the Amsterdam area in company 
with 7 other aircraft. Due to poor weather conditions they could see very little, but they found a road 
and rail bridge that appeared through a hole in the cloud and demolished it with 63 rockets! Noel 
was posted back to the unit on the 7th December 1944 to be re-united with his brother and the 
operational record book records a big party which was held in the officer’s mess to welcome him 
back for his third tour with the squadron. He arrived back in time for a very intense period of 
operations as the German Army started its Ardennes offensive. Noels first operational trip back with 
the unit was flying Typhoon PD473 on the 10th December, recorded in the operational record books 
as Army Support. Eight Typhoons attacked a defensive position against light flak, launching 63 
rocket projectiles, nearly all direct hits. That month Doug was promoted to flight lieutenant rank and 
it seems that on this tour the brothers were not to fly together in the same flight for obvious reasons. 
Both brothers often ended up leading their flights on operations due to their wealth of Typhoon 
experience. Later that month Noel was part of an attack on an observation post, located in a church 
steeple in the Nijmegan area. 64 rockets hit the target! A Sledgehammer to crack a nut! The 
squadron lost one aircraft which force landed behind Allied lines. The weather had not been 
favourable for operations but this started to clear towards the end of the month. Noel lead an armed 
recce, flying Typhooon MN518 on Christmas day in the Digdun- Dortmund area with 193 Squadron. 
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They attacked a train but were bounced by 60 plus enemy aircraft, a mix of Bf 109s and Fw 
190s. In the ensuing dogfight Fg Of Eadie was shot down and Flt Sgt Green hit by flak. The next 
day he was back in action, this time the target was a suspected V2 site at Steenwijk.  They met 
moderate light flak whilst they launched 46 rockets at the target. They reported hitting “long metal 
objects” laying in the station. He finished the month with an interdiction strike armed with 1000lb 
bombs but the results were poor. Doug had been equally busy with his flight, carrying out armed 
reconnaissance flights nearly every day and attacking MT and transport. New years day brought 
about a last ditch attempt by the Luftwaffe to take out the Allied air forces on the ground. This was 
known as Operation Bodenplatte. 266 Squadron were attacked by 50 plus 109s and Fw190s but 
only lost one aircraft which was recorded as the “most clapped out one on the unit”.  Later that day, 
‘A’ flight with Noel flying RB260 attacked barges at Sliedrecht with many direct hits with the rockets 
being recorded. The weather after Christmas and in to the new year was not great which severely 
hampered operations. Noel didn’t fly again until the 5th January when he took off in Typhoon RB260 
as part of a 7 ship anti shipping strike. This ended with ‘A’ flight making a successful rocket attack 
on German army billets near Lierikzee. The weather closed in yet again and operations were 
curtailed for a couple of weeks. Noel’s luck ran out for the third time on the 20th January, he was 
flying Typhoon, RB260. The formation could not locate their primary target due to weather and cloud 
cover. They bombed targets between Arnhem and Utrecht but they encountered snowstorms and 
8/8th cloud cover. Noel unfortunately crashed on landing but was unhurt, life three! He was back in 
the air on the 24th in MN739. On this day 6 Typhoons took off on an interdiction, but again due to 
weather could not attack the primary target. They dive bombed a railroad bridge with 1000lb bombs, 
observing 2 direct hits. The operational record book ends the month with a comment that “everyone 
brassed off with the consistent bad weather.” February started with better flying weather and both 
brothers were engaged in operations to rocket and bomb railway lines and bridges throughout the 
month. In February 1945 the Mobile Radar Control Post was introduced. This used the US, SCR584 
radar which was an anti-aircraft gun laying radar. It was very accurate and was capable of 
automatically tracking an aircraft or formation to a range of 30 miles. This was not usually sufficient 
for interception or surveillance but was ideal for guiding ground attack missions. Aircraft tasked with 
attacking targets through thick cloud could be accurately directed and told when to release their 
loads. It was particularly useful to the Mitchells and Bostons of 2 Group which normally bombed in 
boxes of six aircraft acting in unison. It was also used to direct missions by Mosquitoes and 
Typhoons. The squadron had moved to B89 at Mill and ‘A’ flight undertook their first operation under 
the direction of the MRCP on the 8th February, attacking a village west of Cleve which Noel took 
part in. Again on the 9th they carried out another successful MRCP attack against Calcar which was 
recorded as successful although none of the pilots could see the results! The 13th saw an MRCP 
against Sonsbeck which again was successful. The 5th March saw the Typhoons of 266 on an army 
support trip, an attack on a brigade H.Q south of Xanten in Northwest Germany. The target had to 
be abandoned due to cloud cover and intense flak. For the rest of the month Noel and ‘A’ flight 
mostly carried out rocket attacks on railway lines supplying the front line. Noel is recorded as being 
on ops on the 21st March, taking part in an attack on a fuel dump in woods located close to Deventer. 
On return there was a strong crosswind and unfortunately Noel came a cropper yet again, a fourth 
life. He crashed his Typhoon ZH-H due to a crosswind which was recorded as 20 mph, but Noel 
escaped unhurt. His second crash landing that year and life four expired! By this stage in the war 
the Allies were pushing hard up to the Rhine. The squadron was dive bombing towns east of the 
Rhine, softening up targets. On the 23rd March the crossing of the Rhine started with a co-ordinated 
airborne assault.   The 24th March saw ‘A’ flight including Noel on a sortie at 04:30 a.m to attack a 
village east of Wesel followed by a mixed flight of aircraft on anti-flak patrol to cover the airborne 
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landings. Both Noel and Doug were constantly on operations throughout March and April 
clocking up an impressive 32 operational sorties between them, mostly armed reconnaissance or 
army support operations. Both of them must have been quite fatigued with so many sorties. On one 
sortie, Doug took off to lead an armed reconnaissance on the 12th April in company with two other 
Typhoons. They attacked Ardorf airfield at 09:55 a.m.  Roaring across the airfield, they identified 
two Ju 88s which they soon made short work off with their cannons, all three pilots sharing in the 
success.  Light flak was encountered and no doubt this type of operations was quite exhilarating but 
the shadow of death was always close by. On the 23rd April 1945, Noel took off with Flt Lt Miller on 
a shipping recce flying RB423, ZH-S.  On their return from this they found some MT to attack near 
Leer and dived down to open fire with their rockets.  During the dive heavy flak started to rise up 
towards the diving aircraft, Noel was hit and was seen to go straight into the ground, there was no 
time for him to bail out. He didn’t get nine lives, but he certainly had lived a charmed life up to that 
point in time, four previous occasions he had diced with death and won, this time he was not so 
lucky.   He was the squadron’s last operational loss of the war. His body was recovered and he was 
later buried in Sage War Cemetery, Germany. He had survived two tours of operations on the 
Typhoon, only to be killed less than two weeks before the end of the war, he had run out of lives! 
His brother Doug continued on operations and survived the war, later awarded the DFC for his 
actions with the squadron. A sad end to a successful partnership and a great loss for the squadron. 
 


