
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 171 

14th JULY 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

Our Editor is taking a well-deserved ‘walk about’ and is not in normal electronic range for any length 
of time and so he has asked to be forgiven for this edition. He will be back on the airwaves next 
week after he is in one place for a bit longer than one night. We may even get a glimpse of South 
Africa through his eyes in future editions of Ramblings. Safe travels Bruce. 
 
LAST LUNCH: 
 

Lunch was well attended by 43 members and our guest speaker, Hamilton Wende. Hamilton gave 
us a very interesting account of his participation in the Afghan conflict, which was illustrated with 
some interesting slides. He commented that this ‘outing’ was conducted prior to the use of digital 
cameras and so he had three rolls of film and took pictures sparingly. His book ‘House of War’ was 
available after the lunch and copies were bought by a good number of members. Hamilton has more 
interesting stories of his ‘war correspondent’ travels and will be back with us in the new year. 
The Fish Curry was devoured by all but 3 members, who opted for chicken instead, and this was 
followed by ‘Death buy Chocolate malva pudding’ but I am still alive. A lot of wine was also 
consumed. 
 
UK WILL BE DANGEROUSLY EXPOSED: 
 

An interesting article was written by Deborah Haynes, Sky News security and defense editor. An 
extract is below for interest sakes. We hope it’s not all true, but where there is smoke there is fire. 
UK will be left 'dangerously exposed' when it cuts the fleet of special forces aircraft. The C-130J 
Hercules will be taken over by Atlas A400M aircraft by the end of next month, but Sky News 
understands two-thirds of the incoming fleet have been listed as unavailable for missions. The 
defence secretary has defended the government's approach. Internal documents seen by Sky News 
reveal that a newer type of transport plane, which will take over the role of the C-130J Hercules by 
the end of next month, is still plagued by problems, with two-thirds of the fleet listed as unavailable 
for flying missions in early May. Heightening concerns, the Atlas A400M has yet to be cleared to 
perform all the "niche" functions of the C-130 in special forces missions - one of the most critical 
areas of defence. This is understood to include dropping a boat out the back of a plane for hostage 
rescue missions at sea. "So that's the SBS (Special Boat Service) and certain parts of the SAS 
(Special Air Service) f****d," a Royal Air Force source said, speaking on condition of anonymity. 
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It can also be revealed: 
• Three C-130 planes took part in the UK's Sudan evacuation - codenamed "Operation Polarbear" - 
along with four A400M airframes, according to analysis by Sky News' Data & Forensics Unit. 
• A senior source in the Sudanese air force said a number of A400M planes - he did not know from 
which nation as other countries operated them too - caused the most damage to the runway at an 
airbase outside Khartoum that was used for evacuations. The UK has said its engineers carried out 
"urgent repairs… due to deterioration of the runway surface as a result of the volume of international 
flights". 
• Three of the four British A400M planes thought to have been deployed in Sudan developed faults, 
according to an internal document. One of the aircraft will be out of action for weeks. None of the C-
130 aircraft became "unserviceable". The Ministry of Defence said all flights were carried out with 
"no unserviceable issues." 
• One C-130 plane in an emergency standby role had to deliver freight and troops to an RAF base 
in Cyprus during the Sudan mission because no A400M was available. 
Ben Wallace, the defence secretary, was asked about the Sky News report when he appeared 
before MPs to answer questions on military issues. 
He fiercely defended the record of the A400M. 
"I have heard these tired arguments that what we really need to do is keep the Herc [C-130 Hercules] 
and get rid of the A400," Mr Wallace said. He added: "The A400 outperforms the Herc on most types 
- it has got a longer range, bigger capacity, it can land in the same area, in fact it can land in shorter 
distances." 
(Well time will tell, as is always the case. Me thinks that sometimes the Air Ministry has their heads up their ………….. 
so it’s not just Africa who make silly decisions based on information from people who know absolutely jack ……..) 
 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN STATISTICS: 
 

 
 

Here is a chart of all the nations that had pilots participate in the battle, many known as the Aces in 
Exile. It clearly shows the commitment from around the globe.  Contributed by Gordon Dyne 
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THAT’S ALL FOLKS………. 
 

Look out for Ramblings next week as normal service will resume. 
Diary date: August lunch will revert to a normal members lunch on Friday 4 August. Put it in your 
diaries to come along. 
 
 
TAIL PIECE: 
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WHY WE AVIATORS LOVE TO FLY: 

 

 
 

    
 

 
 


