
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 177 

25th AUGUST 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

The Circus comes to town! Never since the halcyon days of Boswell-Willkie’s has there been 
anything like it... Bedazzled and bebliksemed by BRICS – can any good thing come out of BRICS?... 
India's PM Modi allegedly refused to get off plane if not met by Ramaphosa... Ramaphosa says 
BRICS is on a path to alter global affairs... ANC has certainly altered the path of SA affairs - Shocking 
SA crime stats - over 68 people murdered every day - More murders in SA than in war torn Ukraine 
- Mad Hatter nonchalant... “show us the real rape stats”... Three SA cities now rank among world's 
20 most violent... Senzo Meyiwa: SAPS officer didn't think to collect some evidence from the house 
- didn't consider people present the night of Meyiwa's death as suspects... Two killed, four injured 
in explosion at Atteridgeville school... ongoing SAMWU strike in Tshwane... Babitha Deokoran’s 
killers sentenced... SAAF aircraft unavailability to be questioned in Parliament... Zama Zama raids: 
Eight generators, water pump, and a shootout with a pellet gun... Godongwana’s desperate bid to 
stop SA’s plunge off the spending cliff... Drug syndicate linked to SA, Dr Seuss and Mexican ‘crime 
boss’... Health council “plagued by mismanagement” using illegal legislation to punish Doctors 
unfairly... South Africa’s shocking dependence on grants... Uber is failing in South Africa... Lotto: 
More than R174 million still unclaimed... Pitch Black Afro released after spending three years behind 
bars... Spies, jailed opposition leaders and despair in Zimbabwe... Cry Zimbabwe - ZANU-PF plans 
to rule forever... Derek Watts dies at 74... 
Wagner making ‘Africa even more free’, says Prigozhin in first post-rebellion video... but Prigozhin 
now presumed dead in an aircraft crash near Moscow... Storm Hilary brings flashfloods and tornado 
warnings to southern California... Canadian wildfires raging - British Columbia in state of emergency 
as 19,000 flee fire... Eight years of hurt: Canada’s growing fury with Justin Trudeau... Maui wildfire 
toll reaches 114, with over 100 missing... Can you believe it? - Donald Trump says he will surrender 
to Fulton County authorities on Thursday... India becomes first country to reach the moon’s South 
Pole... Iran unveils new drone capable of bombing Israel “into the stone age”... US approves sending 
F-16s to Ukraine... Battlefield deaths have risen sharply this year, say US officials... Ukraine blows 
up five jets “deep within Russian territory”... Russia building ‘thousands of Iranian-design drones’ in 
secret base... Dozens of UK journalists and politicians banned from country... China imposes 
restrictions on the sale and movement of Gallium and Germanium... Women living in fear as 
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Wagner’s convicted murderers return home as free men... UK birth slump as number of babies 
born hits 20-year low... doctors “forced to apologise” for raising alarm over nurse and baby deaths... 
The SNP has made Scotland too poor to be independent... “young people too fat and too woke to 
fight”... Bus driver quits mid-route and leaves passengers locked in... Fake police, gold bars and 
drink-driving... Lancet study shows London’s current low emissions zone made no difference to 
children’s health...  How the hoi polloi made airport lounges a waste of money... Spain tame England 
Lionesses to win Women's Football World Cup... The death penalty is the ultimate act of justice... 
 

NEW ROYAL MILITARY AFFILIATIONS ANNOUNCED: 
 

Following the accession of His Majesty The King, he has directed the following Royal Military 
Affiliations for members of the Royal Family with the Royal Air Force. The appointments are part of 
several announced across the Services by Buckingham Palace this week, following a review of all 
military titles and positions held by members of the Royal Family. 
HIS MAJESTY THE KING WILL ADOPT: 
· Royal Honorary Air Commodore R.A.F. Marham from the late Queen 
· Air Commodore-in-Chief R.A.F. Regiment from the late Queen. 
The King, as Sovereign, is Head of the Armed Forces. His Majesty is a military veteran himself, 
having trained and served in both the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force. 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES WILL ADOPT: 
· Royal Honorary Air Commodore R.A.F. Valley from The King. 
The Prince of Wales has a strong affiliation with the Armed Forces, having served in the Army as a 
Platoon Commander in the Blues and Royals, before completing flying in the Royal Air Force. His 
Royal Highness served as an RAF Search and Rescue pilot, spending three years at RAF Valley in 
Anglesey, Wales. 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS OF WALES WILL ADOPT: 
· Royal Honorary Air Commodore R.A.F. Coningsby from The Prince of Wales. 
The Princess of Wales’s existing military appointments include Colonel, Irish Guards and Royal 
Honorary Air Commodore of the Air Cadets. Her Royal Highness is also a sponsor of HMS Glasgow 
– the Royal Navy’s Type 26 vessel that is currently under construction. The Princess’ Grandfather 
served in the Royal Air Force. 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER WILL ADOPT: 
· Air Commodore-in-Chief Royal Auxiliary Air Force from the late Queen. 
The Duke of Gloucester has been Patron of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force Foundation since 2012. 
His Royal Highness’ mother, Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester, was Commandant of the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force from 1939 to 1944. 
 

TRIBUTES POUR IN FOR DEREK WATTS: 
 

Renowned TV icon Derek Watts passed away after battling cancer, leaving behind a legacy of 
kindness and professionalism.  

 

Farewell to a “Gentle Giant” – He died on Tuesday morning 
following a battle with skin cancer the metastasised to his 
lungs. Likely one of South African media cultures most prolific 
broadcasters, Watts anchored current affairs programme 
Carte Blanch for 35 years. In a statement, Carte Balance 
producers expressed the sadness that most of South Africa 
will feel following the loss of Watts.     
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In June, Watts announced that he would be leaving the show, and a series of updates from 
his hospital bed followed. Colleagues at Carte Blanch shared their loss on Twitter (X). Bongani 
Bingwa wrote “Watts was one of the kindest, most generous professionals to ever do it. The room 
disappeared when he spoke to you. Even as a colleague, he made me feel like I was Mother 
Theresa. Condolences to Belinda and his children, Tyrone and Kirsten.” His co-host of many years, 
Ruda Landman, paid heartfelt tribute and spoke of the great respect in which “Wattie” was held in 
media circles.   
(ED; I met Derek in the context of the Rhodesian Armour regiment, where he served as a National 
Serviceman. He was also an old boy of Hamilton High School, Bulawayo.)   
 

RAF AND BOEING: POSEIDON OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

       

Air Marshal Richard Maddison OBE MA, Deputy Chief of                                                             Poseidon MRA1  
the Air Staff and Steve Burnell, Managing Director of Boeing 
Defence UK. A joint framework has been signed at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo by representatives of the 
Royal Air Force (RAF) and Boeing to explore sustainable aviation opportunities on the Poseidon MRA1 fleet. 
 

The joint framework will focus on life cycle assessments, end-of-service aircraft value capture, digital 
tools to optimise flying activity, and environmentally sustainable maintenance activities. The initiative 
follows release of the Defence Aviation Net Zero Strategy which details how military aviation will 
contribute to His Majesty’s Government Net Zero 50 goal. Boeing was one of the first signatories of 
the Charter. The framework will explore opportunities to improve the resilience and operational 
effectiveness of the RAF’s nine-strong Poseidon fleet, whilst reducing operational costs and 
environmental impacts. The Poseidon MRA1 is a multi-role maritime patrol aircraft, equipped with 
sensors and weapon systems for anti-submarine warfare, as well as surveillance and search and 
rescue missions. The aircraft is a military derivative of a Boeing 737-800 Next Generation and 
presents opportunities to improve operational effectiveness. Boeing and the RAF co-chair the 
Defence Supplier Forum Climate Change and Sustainability Aviation Group that provides leadership 
and strategic direction on defence aviation activity. Initiatives already underway include the RAF 
working with industry leaders Zero Petroleum Ltd to research and develop synthetic fuel technology, 
which has the potential to eventually eliminate reliance on fossil fuels. In November 2022, the RAF 
and industry partners flew a Voyager (A330) using 100% sustainable fuel, a world first for a military 
aircraft of its size, and the first of any aircraft type in the UK. “Bilateral agreements of this nature 
with our strategic partners will drive the Service to become more operationally resilient, by reducing 
supply chain vulnerability and allowing our flying activity to be more efficiently delivered. Boeing is 
leading the way in their proactive approach to this type of endeavour, and I am excited to see this 
potentially enhance one of our critical capabilities.” Air Marshal Richard Maddison OBE MA Deputy 
Chief of the Air Staff. “Boeing is proud to take this step forward with the RAF as we work together 
to explore opportunities to make defence aerospace more sustainable and build on our recent 
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commitment to the Defence Aviation Net Zero Strategy and our ongoing investment in Scotland. 
The UK’s P-8A fleet based at RAF Lossiemouth and housed in The Atlantic Building, a £100 million 
joint investment by Boeing and the Ministry of Defence, provides opportunities to trial and leverage 
sustainable technologies that will further enhance the fleet’s operational effectiveness and reduce 
its environmental impact” - Steve Burnell, Managing Director of Boeing Defence UK 
                                                

TOP GUNS: 
 

 
Channel 4 is set to take audiences on an exhilarating journey into the skies with its latest observational documentary, 
Top Guns: Inside the RAF. 
 

The captivating six-part series, which showcases RAF Lossiemouth’s crucial role in safeguarding 
the UK’s airspace and seas, is scheduled to air on Channel 4 on Monday 21st August at 9pm and 
will be a must-watch for aviation enthusiasts and those intrigued by the nation's defence capabilities. 
Top Guns: Inside the RAF provides an unprecedented glimpse into the day-to-day UK and global 
operations at one of the Royal Air Force’s busiest stations. Following Team Lossie personnel as 
they deploy to Estonia on Operation Azotize and RAF Akrotiri on Operation Shader, the series goes 
beyond the awe-inspiring aerial manoeuvres and state-of-the-art technology, delving into the 
collaborative efforts of the Royal Air Force with its allies and partners. As the world grapples with an 
uncertain geopolitical landscape, the documentary underscores the Royal Air Force's commitment 
to protecting the people, territories, values, and interests of the United Kingdom, both domestically 
and internationally. As the world grapples with an uncertain geopolitical landscape, the documentary 
underscores the Royal Air Force's commitment to protecting the people, territories, values, and 
interests of the United Kingdom, both domestically and internationally. "It has been huge effort over 
the last 11 months to make this documentary series and I want to extend a huge thanks to all those 
who have played their part. I am really proud of their achievements with this series, which celebrates 
the whole team here at RAF Lossiemouth. The documentary not only showcases the teamwork, 
skills and commitment of everyone within Team Lossie but it also shines a public light on the critical 
role they play in protecting our nation – in the air, over the sea and on land – at home and abroad." 
Group Captain Jim Lee Station Commander, RAF Lossiemouth. 
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93 ARMAMENT SQN JOIN USAF CAPEX: 
 

 
Royal Air Force armament specialists have been tested alongside their US Air Force (USAF) counterparts at the annual 
Combat Ammunition Production Exercise. 
 

This is the first time that the RAF has participated in this exercise, which is run by the US Air Force 
at RAF Fairford. Members of 93 Expeditionary Armament Squadron (EA Squadron), part of Global 
Enablement’s Support Force, joined the USAF’s 48th Munitions Squadron from RAF Lakenheath. 
The teams were given scenarios where they had to produce and transport a variety of munitions 
including Joint Air-to Surface Standoff Missiles and Joint Direct Attack Munitions, which could be 
required to support high-intensity operations. This is the first time that the UK has participated in this 
exercise. It strengthens our relationship with our US partners and improves our ability to work with 
them. The exercise supports the RAF’s Agile Combat Employment by increasing resilience and 
flexibility. “It’s very exciting to be involved in such a dynamic exercise. My team have had to use all 
their experience gleaned from numerous operational tours around the world. The goal was to 
produce a large number of aircraft ordnance in the swiftest manner possible. The UK and US Service 
personnel worked together to build bombs ranging from 500lb to 2000lbs” Chief Tech Hunt 93 EA 
Sqn. “This was the first year we integrated the RAF into CAPEX. The lessons learned from each 
other allow us to bring new ideas and processes home to integrate what works well. It creates a 
relationship of learning between our services so if and when the time comes we have a better 
understanding of how to operate together”. Staff Sergeant Logston, 48th Munitions Conventional 
Maintenance Inspector. 
 

WIND-POWERED FREIGHTER ON MAIDEN VOYAGE: 
 

   
 

Pyxis Ocean bulk carrier fitted with 120ft 
fibreglass ‘sails’ reaches more than five and 
a half knots on wind power alone. 
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LONDON, Aug 21 (Reuters) - A Cargill chartered dry bulk ship has launched on its first voyage 
since being fitted with special sails, aiming to study how harnessing wind power can cut emissions 
and energy usage in the shipping sector, the U.S. commodities group said on Monday. The maritime 
industry - which accounts for nearly 3% of global CO2 emissions and is under pressure from 
investors and environmental groups to accelerate decarbonisation - is exploring a number of 
different technologies including ammonia and methanol in an effort to move away from dirtier bunker 
fuel. Cargill, one of the world’s biggest ship charterers, has been exploring wind assisted propulsion 
as one cleaner energy option. Wind was a common way of propelling ships before the switch to 
steam and diesel engines but is now mostly used only for smaller vessels. "It is risk taking. There is 
no guarantee... that the economics are going to work," Jan Dieleman, president of Cargill's ocean 
transportation division, told Reuters. "But it is up to us to show the industry what is possible and 
hopefully get some more people confident around this technology." The five-year old Pyxis Ocean 
has been retrofitted with WindWings, large wing sails measuring up to 37.5 meters in height fitted 
to the deck of the cargo ship. Dieleman said Cargill hoped to recoup the costs through fuel savings. 
"If we are not going to get any real surprises, we are definitely going to scale this. The question is a 
little bit how and when," he said referring to other ships they could use which were likely to be 
newbuild. Pyxis Ocean will sail from Singapore and head to Brazil and is likely to transport a cargo 
of grain to Denmark, Dieleman said. The vessel is then likely to remain in the north Atlantic area to 
maximise wind usage, he added. BAR Technologies, which has designed boats for the America's 
Cup, developed the sails, which were built by Norway's Yara Marine Technologies. (Reuters) 
 

NTSB: UNITED AIRLINES UA 1722 BOEING 777: 
 

                                                   
A previously unreported incident from December 2022 is chilling: a United Airlines 777-200 came just 775 feet–about 
five seconds–from hitting the Pacific Ocean after takeoff from Kahului Airport in Maui. 
 

The United States (US) National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has published its report about 
an incident when a United Airlines Boeing 777-200 suddenly lost altitude upon takeoff from Kahului 
Airport (OGG), Kahului, Hawaii, the US in December 2022. According to the report, United Airlines 
flight UA1722, operated by a Boeing 777-200 registered as N212UA, departed OGG under 
instrument meteorological conditions, with heavy rain present at the airport. Before taking off, the 
crew initially planned for a takeoff with flaps-20 and a reduced-thrust setting. However, as the twin-
aisle aircraft was taxiing, the air traffic controller responsible for ground traffic warned about “low-
level windshear advisories” at OGG. As a result, the pilots changed the departure configuration to 
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flaps-20 with maximum thrust. The captain, as the pilot flying (PF), flew the aircraft manually 
when it took off from the Hawaiian airport with the autothrottles being engaged. At first, the flight 
continued without incident but during the initial climb stage, the aircraft encountered turbulence and 
the crew noticed airspeed fluctuations. `Subsequently, PF reduced the pitch altitude slightly at the 
acceleration altitude and called for flaps to be reduced to 5. But the first officer, who was the pilot 
monitoring (PM), misheard the captain’s instructions and moved the flaps setting to flaps-15. “The 
captain noticed that the maximum operating speed indicator moved to a lower value than expected, 
and the airspeed began to accelerate rapidly,” the NTSB’s report continues. The PF reduced the 
engines’ thrust manually, overriding the autothrottle to avoid flap overspeed, and began looking at 
the problem concerning the flaps when he noticed the incorrect flap setting. After repeating his flaps-
5 instruction, the first officer moved the flaps to the correct position. Knowing that the PF might be 
having difficulties with airspeed control, the PM asked the captain about the matter without receiving 
a response. During an interview with the NTSB, both pilots said that the Boeing 777-200’s pitch 
altitude was decreasing, while the airspeed was increasing. Shortly after moving flaps to 5, the 
captain asked the flaps to be moved to flaps-1, which the first officer proceeded to do. At this point, 
both pilots told the NTSB that they heard warnings from the ground proximity warning system or 
GPWS, with the PM saying the ‘pull up’ command along with the GWPS’ warning sounds. The 
captain pulled aft on the control column, reduced power, and then applied full power to proceed with 
the controlled flight into terrain (CFIT) recovery procedure. The GPWS warning sounded again, with 
the NTSB noting that this occurred at 748 feet (227.9 meters) above water.  According to 
flightradar24.com data, the aircraft descended from 2,200 ft (670.5 m) of altitude to 775 ft (236.2 m) 
in no more than a minute with a peak vertical speed of -8,192 feet per minute (FPM).                                                               
The NTSB determined that the probable cause of the incident was the pilots’ failure to manage the 
aircraft’s vertical flight path, as well as airspeed and pitch altitude after the miscommunication that 
resulted in the incorrect flaps setting during the initial climb.  As a result of the incident, United 
Airlines made changes to its operations training modules to “address this occurrence and issued an 
awareness campaign about flight path management at their training center,” the NTSB noted.  The 
flight landed at its destination, San Francisco International Airport (SFO), without further incident. 
None of the 281 people onboard, including 10 crew members, were injured during the incident.  

UKRAINE DRONE ATTACKS FROM WITHIN RUSSIA: 
 

                        
Tupolev Tu-22 on fire at Soltsy-2 airbase, near St Petersburg.      Russian Tu-22M3 bomber over the Mediterranean                 
 

The brazen drone attack on a prized Russian flagship bomber that was located hundreds of miles 
from the frontline fighting represents both a strategic and symbolic win for Ukraine, two experts on 
the Russia-Ukraine war told Insider. The supersonic bomber was likely destroyed in an attack over 
the weekend, the UK Ministry of Defense said in a Tuesday Intelligence Update. The Russian plane, 
identified as a Tupolev Tu-22, was located at Soltsky-2 airbase in the Novgorod region of Russia, 
nearly 400 miles from the country's Ukrainian border, according to UK officials. The hit is the latest 



 8
in a recent series of successful strikes on Russian infrastructure and military 
equipment as Ukraine seeks to shift its strategy amid a struggling counteroffensive on the ground 
and target Russian artillery. "Over the last many months, there's been an effort on the part of the 
Ukrainian defense establishment to drive home the idea that this isn't a war the Kremlin can just 
fight on the frontlines in Ukraine," Simon Miles, an assistant professor at Duke University's Sanford 
School of Public Policy and a historian of the Soviet Union and US-Soviet relations, told Insider. 
Russia's defense ministry blamed the Saturday attack on a Ukrainian "copter-style" uncrewed aerial 
vehicle (UAV). If Russia was correct in identifying the type of drone used in the assault, it's more 
than likely the attack originated within Russia itself, British intelligence concluded. "Copter UAVs are 
unlikely to have the range to reach Soltsky-2 from outside Russia," the assessment read, adding 
that the attack is plausible evidence that drone strikes against Russian military equipment are being 
launched from within Russia. Ukrainian news outlet New Voice of Ukraine reported that agents 
operating with Ukrainian intelligence were responsible for the attack, claiming two additional aircraft 
were also destroyed in the strike. Kyiv rarely claims public credit for such attacks and has not done 
so in this case, though the country has hinted at being responsible for similar attacks in the past. 
Russian separatists who oppose President Vladimir Putin, meanwhile, have taken credit for other 
attacks on Russian soil. (Eurasian Times) 
 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

The great South African circus certainly rolled on this past week, as the BRICS three-ring circus 
came to town... you just couldn’t make this stuff up... 
Our next lunch is the Battle of Britain Ladies Lunch FRIDAY 15th SEPTEMBER  12h30 for 13h00 
– be sharp as the Flying Lions will be overhead at 13h00. We will be able to view the fly-past 
from the back lawn. Bring your Ladies and guests for this special occasion. The traditional Fly-Past 
will be performed by the Flying Lions, which is always a spectacular show, and “beautiful noise”.                                                                                                                             
We will remind you closer to the time, but you can book from now at bookings@rafoc.org cost is 
R250 pp. - EFT to confirm, using your name and “BoB Lunch” as reference. 
 

The iconic Wanderers Club, as the oldest in Johannesburg, celebrates its 135 Anniversary this week 
– see piece at end of these Ramblings. 
 

As advertised last week, another event, the Sailor Malan Documentary Premiere, “Freedom 
Flyer”, took place last Saturday 19th August at Hyde Park Metro. The theatre was full - All who 
attended seemed to be impressed with the production and message of the documentary. This was 
followed by drinks and snacks in an adjoining venue. Thank you to those who attended - and for 
wearing your RAFOC tie as a tribute to Sailor Malan – it certainly made a statement!  For those who 
were unable to attend the Premiere, the documentary will be screened on SABC 3 on Monday 4 
September 2023 at 21h00. 
Please also be reminded that the Battle Of Britain Memorial Service takes place at St Margaret’s 
Church, Harper Road, Bedfordview the next Sunday, 17th September 2023, 11h00 for 11h30 - 
Invitation attached last week. The Welsh Choir will be in attendance to lift the traditional Service on 
“Wings of Song.” 
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TAILPIECE: 
 

THE ONE PERCENT - THE MIGHTY FEW:  
99% of people born between 1930 and 1946 (GLOBALLY) are now dead. If you were born in this 
time span, your ages range between 77 and 93 years old (a 16-year age span) and you are one of 
the rare surviving one-percenters. You are the smallest group of children born since the early 1900's.  
You are the last generation, climbing out of depression, who can remember the winds of war and 
the impact of a world at war that rattled the structure of our daily lives for years. You are the last to 
remember ration books for everything from tea to sugar to shoes. You saved tin foil and poured fried 
meat fat into cans. You can remember milk being delivered to your house early in the morning and 
placed in the "milk box" at the front door. Discipline was enforced by parents and teachers. You are 
the last generation who spent childhood without television and instead, you “imagined” what you 
heard on the radio. With no TV, you spent your childhood "playing outside". There was no city 
playground for kids. The lack of television in your early years meant that you had little real 
understanding of what the world was like. We got “black-and-white” TV in the late 50s that had 3 
stations and no remote. Telephones (if you had one) were one to a house and hung on the wall in 
the kitchen (who cares about privacy). Computers were called calculators; they were hand-cranked. 
Typewriters were driven by pounding fingers, throwing the carriage, and changing the ribbon. 
INTERNET and GOOGLE were words that did not exist. Newspapers and magazines were written 
for adults and your dad would give you the comic pages after he read the news. The news was 
broadcast on your radio in the evening. The radio network gradually expanded from 3 stations to 
thousands. New highways would bring jobs and mobility. Most highways were 2 lanes and there 
were no Motorways. You went downtown to shop. You walked to school. Your parents were 
suddenly free from the confines of the depression and the war, and they threw themselves into 
working hard to make a living for their families. You weren't neglected, but you weren't today's all-
consuming family focus. They were glad you played by yourselves. They were busy discovering the 
postwar world. You entered a world of overflowing plenty and opportunity; a world where you were 
welcomed, enjoyed yourselves. You felt secure in your future, although the depression and poverty 
were deeply remembered. Polio was still a crippler. Everyone knew someone who had it. You are 
the last generation to experience an interlude when there were no threats to our country. World War 
2 was over, and the cold war, terrorism, global warming, and perpetual economic insecurity had yet 
to haunt life. Only your generation can remember a time after WW2 when our world was secure and 
full of bright promise and plenty. You grew up at the best possible time, a time when the world was 
getting better. More than 99% of you are retired now, and you should feel privileged to have "lived 
in the best of times!" If you have already reached the age of 77 years old, you have outlived 99% of 
all the other people on this planet. You are a “One Percenter”!  (Sent in by John Houghton) 
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Fake police, gold bars and drink-driving... 

 

************** 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN (PART TWO) 

                                                                                      
A pivotal fight in the Battle of Britain on Sept. 15, 1940 (Art by Gary Eason) 
The Germans had also acquired certain electronic advantages. Prior to the war they had developed 
a relatively long-range radio navigation aid that relayed accurate location data to aircraft via widely 
separated transmitters providing cross bearings. The system was dubbed Knickebein (“crooked 
leg”) after the transmitters’ angled aerials. It was advanced enough to double as both a navigation 
and bombing tool. Little did the Germans know, however, the British had gotten wind of Knickebein 
before the battle and devised a way to overload the frequencies, rendering it useless Some Luftwaffe 
aircrews became so turned around that they mistakenly landed at RAF bases. At the outset of the 
battle in July 1940 Fighter Command counted 55 squadrons in Britain, having suffered serious 
attrition in the losing defence of France. About 80 percent of Dowding’s strength was contained in 
27 Hurricane squadrons and 18 Spitfire squadrons, with eight Blenheim fighter units and two Defiant 
outfits. The latter 10 squadrons were only marginally useful in daylight. Tasked with defending the 
vital southeast and London itself was No. 11 Group, under Air Vice-Marshal Keith Park, a New 
Zealand–born World War I ace commanding 27 squadrons on nine bases. To the west was No. 10 
Group, with 17 squadrons on six fields, commanded by Air Vice-Marshal Quintin Brand, a South 
African who had downed a German Gotha bomber in 1918. Immediately north of Park was No. 12 
Group, under Air Vice-Marshal Trafford Leigh-Mallory, an accomplished service politician and 
dagger man. Throughout the battle he consistently refused Park’s requests for immediate 
reinforcement, preferring to organize his 11 squadrons into big wings in accordance with the military 
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concept of “mass.” But assembling such wings took time Park did not have, thus No. 11’s fields 
often took a pasting. Conversely, Dowding and Park could rely on Brand. Their opposition across 
the English Channel comprised two Luftwaffe air fleets: Belgium-based Luftflotte 2, under 
Generalfeldmarschall Albert Kesselring, and France-based Luftflotte 3, under Generalfeldmarschall 
Hugo Sperrle. Between them the field marshals counted 34 groups (most with three squadrons 
each) of Heinkel He 111, Dornier Do 17 and Junkers Ju 88 level bombers, plus nine groups of Ju 
87 (Stuka) dive-bombers. Fighter aircraft comprised 25 groups of single-engine Messerschmitt Bf 
109s and eight with twin-engine Bf 110s. Tasked with flying long-range missions was Norway-based 
Luftflotte 5, under Generaloberst Hans-Jürgen Stumpff, with four bomber groups and one each 109 
and 110 units, the former useless across the North Sea. In all, Reichsmarschall Hermann Göring’s 
three fleets totalled nearly 1,500 twin-engine bombers, 330 Stukas, 1,200 fighters and some 280 
miscellaneous types. Period figures, therefore, pit the three engaged RAF groups with 900 fighters 
against more than 3,000 German aircraft, plus a small Italian contingent from late October. In both 
the RAF and Luftwaffe operational rates hovered around 70 percent availability. 

                                                                                                          
The Bf 110 proved no match for the far more nimble RAF interceptors. / Getty Images 
 

British histories assert the Battle of Britain ended on October 31, following continual combat over 
the preceding 92 days. Pundits still argue over “the score.” German losses are subject to 
interpretation due to the Luftwaffe’s unusual accounting methods. Any aircraft that did not return 
was counted as a 100 percent loss, while they assessed damage in varying degrees, from 5 to 95 
percent. A typical estimate places German losses at 1,900 to 2,000 planes (from all causes), with 
about 2,600 airmen killed and 900 captured. RAF casualties are more definite, usually given as 
1,100 fighters (plus miscellaneous types) and 520 Fighter Command airmen. The RAF overclaimed 
kills by almost half; the Luftwaffe by more than three times as much, with some 3,050 credited 
victories. The eight Bf 109 wings claimed more than 1,700 victories, led by Maj. Werner Molders’ 
Jagdgeschwader 51 with 417. “In spite of the heavy losses we were inflicting on the enemy fighters, 
no decisive decrease in their number or in their fighting efficiency was noticeable,” wrote 
Generalleutnant Adolf Galland, who during the battle was a major leading a group of Bf 109s. “Even 
if the German figures of enemy aircraft destroyed were perhaps overestimated, the fact that their 
strength did not diminish could only be accounted for this way: England, by a great concentration of 
energy, was making up her losses in the peaceful nine-tenths of her territory.” Thwarted in daytime 
air battles, the Luftwaffe in late October switched to night bombing, beginning the notorious “Blitz” 
that stretched into the spring. As Galland summarized, “Without fanfare or fuss the Battle of Britain 
came to an end.” Had it actually determined Britain’s fate? In the summer of 1940 Britain faced an 
appalling military situation. Amid the spring debacle at Dunkirk the British Expeditionary Force had 
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abandoned an estimated 475,000 tons of supplies and ammunition, nearly 700 tanks, 
65,000 vehicles and more than 2,000 artillery pieces in enemy-occupied France. Despite resupply 
through late August, there remained serious deficiencies in automatic weapons, mortars and 
artillery. Existing commitments in the Middle East exacerbated the situation. Thankfully, U.S. 
governmental and private organizations rallied in support of Britain. Through 1941 an umbrella 
organization, the American Committee for the Defense of British Homes, collected nearly 6,000 
firearms, including 110 Thompson submachine guns, plus 640,000 rounds of ammunition. This 
largesse continued into 1942 with another 14,000 weapons and 1.5 million rounds of ammunition. 
Only four of 64 shipments were lost at sea. Yet despite the embattled nation’s grim situation, it is 
doubtful the Battle of Britain saved it from invasion, for two reasons. First, although Hitler’s generals 
drafted a proposal for Operation Sea Lion—the planned invasion of Britain—his willingness to 
commit to what would have been the largest amphibious operation to date is dubious. The Führer 
believed in a bond among Anglo-Saxons, and his geostrategic goal was the destruction of the Soviet 
Union. More likely Hitler hoped the mere threat of invasion would compel a cease-fire with Britain, 
freeing him to move eastward. Second, even if Hitler had the will to invade, Germany lacked the 
ability to conduct “Overlord in reverse.” The Wehrmacht was amphibiously impoverished, 
possessing almost no dedicated landing craft. In fact, bow-ramp vessels were in testing phases that 
summer. Meanwhile, the U.S. Navy was designing such versatile amphibious vessels as the landing 
craft mechanized (LCM) and far more capable landing ship tank (LST). German planners needed a 
similar means of off-loading tanks, vehicles and artillery on hostile shores. Presumably that meant 
using dedicated auxiliary craft to hoist equipment from transports. To accomplish that Hitler would 
likely have needed to capture one or more ports. That was unlikely, even assuming Germany could 
achieve both air and naval superiority. The operational plan called for 28 divisions in three waves. 
To deliver them the Germans accumulated some 2,400 barges from across Europe. Only about 
one-third of them were self-propelled, and few were capable of crossing the channel. Hundreds of 
tugs were needed to tow the barges to England and return to France for the succeeding echelons. 
That meant troops would remain aboard the barges until the tide receded, leaving them vulnerable 
to attack. The German Kriegsmarine had sustained significant losses during the Norwegian 
campaign that spring, severely depleting its surface forces. According to one order of battle, the 
Kriegsmarine in September 1940 could muster only three cruisers and four destroyers to escort a 
channel crossing operation. The few heavy ships were delegated to diversionary operations unlikely 
to encounter much resistance. Lesser combatants included torpedo boats and U-boats, which could 
be effective, but would not offset the immense power of the British Home Fleet. Although sources 
vary, it is known the Royal Navy as of June fielded about seven battleships or battle cruisers plus 
some 19 cruisers and nearly 40 destroyers in home waters, in addition to two aircraft carriers. Most 
of the ships operated well outside Luftwaffe bombing range but could respond to an invasion if 
required. Given the composition of Operation Sea Lion’s escort forces, the Royal Navy’s abundance 
of frigates and sloops, with larger combatants, could potentially have derailed the endeavour. 
Discussions about the feasibility of the operation often overlook sea mines. Both navies devoted 
serious efforts to offensive and defensive mine warfare. Small vessels tasked with deploying and 
sweeping mines were essential components of British and German naval planning. Assuming the 
Germans could reach the British beaches -then what? While planners had modified Panzer IIs to 
drive ashore, the lightweight tanks were nowhere near the door kickers required for a combined-
arms assault should they survive a landing. Germany would need to bring ashore heavier weaponry 
- including larger tanks and towed and self-propelled artillery - which meant seizing channel ports 
intact. The British simply would not have allowed that to happen, especially at major cities like 
Portsmouth or Dover. Had Luftwaffe airborne forces secured the inland approaches, the defenders 
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would have certainly destroyed port facilities. That said, numerous smaller ports had adequate 
facilities for off-loading vehicles and equipment, assuming they could be seized and held. While 
achieving local air and ground superiority might have been feasible, the Germans would face serious 
problems regarding reinforcement and adequate supply channels. Coastal Britain’s erratic weather 
added to the uncertainty. After the war General Günther Blumentritt reassessed Sea Lion:                                                                                            
“Even had we succeeded in landing on the English south coast, the future would still be grim,” he 
wrote. “The terrain was suitable for defense and guerrilla warfare. Above all, however, even had we 
landed successfully, the great difficulty of supplying our troops would still have to be overcome. The 
English fleet and air force would certainly not have looked on idly!” 

                                                                                                                             
A downed Luftwaffe Bf 109 is paraded through London, past the Houses of Parliament / Getty Images 

An extensive 1974 war game conducted at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst concluded 
German troops likely could have gotten ashore, but the invasion would have proved unsustainable, 
especially given the barges’ extreme vulnerability. The war game umpires estimated Wehrmacht 
casualties at 80 percent or more. In summary, had the Royal Navy expended most of its strength in 
repulsing Operation Sea Lion - though probably unnecessary - even that would have been 
acceptable to London. Playing a zero-sum game, the admiralty would find Britain still intact with 
German amphibious capability in ruins. All honour, then, to the RAF, which fought the menacing 
Luftwaffe to a standstill in Kentish skies. But in the cold, reflective light of the 21st century, 
Shakespeare’s “sceptre’d isle” was not in serious danger of conquest in the summer and fall of 
1940.  
Barrett Tillman is a frequent contributor to HistoryNet publications. For further reading he recommends Battle Over 
Britain, by Francis K. Mason; Forgotten Voices of the Blitz and the Battle for Britain, by Joshua Levine; The First and 
the Last, by Adolf Galland; and Duel of Eagles, by Peter Townsend. This article appeared in the September 2020 issue 
of Military History magazine.  

 
 
 
 
 



 15

 

 

 

Celebrating 135 Years Of Excellence 
 

 

 

 

 

 A PERSONAL REFLECTION 

The Wanderers Club is 135 years old this weekend which is not just cause for 
celebration and a wish that it will endure for many more years but also an 
opportunity for me to reflect on what the club has meant to me over a 
membership of some 61 years.  

Throughout the 1960s and into the 70s the membership complement of the club 
(depending on who you spoke to, or speak to) was somewhere between 14 000 
and 15 000 making it comfortably the biggest sports club in Africa and the 
southern hemisphere. Every member would have had his or her own idea of 
what the club offered – the biggest club with the largest number of sporting 
codes; outstanding facilities, both sporting and social; the club with the longest 
bar in southern Africa; access to the Wanderers Cricket Stadium; a shorter route 
to becoming a member of the golf club; a company subsidised membership fee.  

I became a member of the club because I was crazy about cricket. When I joined 
the club cricket practices were held on a field with the unlikely name of the 
Cabbage Patch. This ground is now occupied by the hockey astro. I had played 
a few games of cricket for a small club in England but what I witnessed at that 
first net practice was overwhelming. There were 13 net pitches in use with about 
seven to eight players assigned to each one. Not only that, among those 
practising were past and present internationals and provincial players who all 
turned out for the club over weekends.  

There were upsides and downsides to this wealth of talent as the club was 
represented by two teams in the premier league and 13 teams in all. In the years 
before the country embraced democracy, one significant downside was the 
exclusion of players of colour. Another downside was that provincial cricket was 
structured on “A” and “B” competitions which meant that the club would lose 
anything from 10-12 players over a weekend. The upside was that players below 
premier league got a chance to show their worth. Those who were promoted 
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and performed well faced the reality of being dropped when the provincial 
players returned and this snowballed throughout the teams.  

I played cricket for the club for nearly 40 years and from the first game to the last 
it was an immense privilege and honour to play on fields of exceptional quality. 
There was nothing then, nor anything since, to compare with them. When I first 
started playing, the club’s head groundsman would inspect every pitch on a 
Sunday morning, and once satisfied that everything was in order, he would hand 
the field over to either the umpires or the captains. 

In recent times, and in committee strategy sessions, the question of the sub-
clubs operating in silos has cropped up repeatedly, raising concerns of how this 
can be overcome. In many ways, the situation was created a number of years 
back when the then Main Committee insisted on the sub-clubs having their after 
match drinks and celebrations away from the Sable Room, which was located 
downstairs in the clubhouse. Before that, it was normal for rugby players to join 
the cricketers and baseball players in their seasons for drinks on a Saturday 
night and for cricketers and baseball players to reciprocate. Inter-sectional six-
a-side football and cricket were played and the rugby and hockey sub-clubs had 
cricket teams that competed in the Saturday leagues. This mixing of sections 
and individuals resulted in their establishing close ties and a shared club spirit 
across the sub-clubs. Like many others, I played hockey, tennis and squash 
which the prestige membership will encourage all members to enjoy. The silos 
remain a challenge, but it is a challenge that is well worth combating. 

For me and for a number of members of my age group the club was much more 
than a place where we played sport and drank. It was a home; we developed 
friendships and contacts that endured long after we stopped playing sport; some 
associations carried over into business opportunities and lasted after members 
and players had left the country. On Sundays partners and families came to 
watch and this created a community atmosphere that, as mentioned above, the 
new membership structure aims to support. 

The Club is 135 years old with a proud history but in many respects, excitingly, 
it is creating a new identity for itself. We have introduced padel, the fastest 
growing sport across the globe and in South Africa; our women’s cricket is a 
force in Gauteng; we have a new hockey astro; the squash section is back in the 
first league after being out of it for a number of years; gymnastics has a crop of 
outstanding young gymnasts who have received international recognition; 
basketball is attracting new members; hockey continues to have a pipeline of 
junior members; plans are afoot to upgrade all the tennis courts and the tennis 
pavilion; badminton and snooker have implemented access control to their 
facilities and  management has created a splendid facility for members and 
visitors to enjoy drinks and food in the garden.    

The Wanderers Club remains a special place for members, families and visitors 
of all backgrounds and interests. I wish all of you who are joining the birthday 
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celebrations on Sunday to have a wonderful time; please look closely at the 
exceptional range of attractions the club offers and – enjoy the festivities!  

Warm regards 

Colin Warner – Chairman     

 


