
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 178 

1st SEPTEMBER 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

Once in a Blue Moon – and Supermoon to boot... what a week... Eskom escalates load shedding 
as more units go down – surprise, surprise... a bonfire of note in CBD; 74 dead as another historic 
building goes up in flames (the old WRAB -  West Rand Administration Board in Albert Street, of 
unhappy memory to so many over many years)... Ace Magashule “ACTs” and invokes ghost of 
Zuma past to garner votes... Fikile Mbalula gives Ace “what for” over new party... Nandipha pleads 
for special treatment – “not a flight risk” (Tanzania doesn’t count?)... Meyiwa trials ploughs on 
through torrents of conflicting evidence... Kganyago accused of insulting MPs' intelligence over 
Phala Phala... Goodbye William Nicol Drive... Last Friday night at a boisterous, sold-out 
Twickenham, the Springboks emphatically overturned the formbook to crush the All Blacks with a 
record 35-7 victory. China’s economy a “ticking time bomb”... “Incorrectly filed Flight Plan” glitch 
causes massive disruption to UK flights... Hurricane Idalia, now Cat3, makes landfall in Florida – 
severe winds cause damage... Greek wildfire declared largest ever recorded in EU... For whom the 
bell tolls – ULEZ charges for greater London from Wednesday midnight - vigilantes vandalise Ulez 
cameras... Another major data breach for Metropolitan Police... Braverman 'interfering' with 
independence after crime pledge... big Dorries for Rishi... Simpering Sunak is too weak to stand up 
to Biden’s woke agenda... illegal immigration burgeons in UK in face of government vacillation... first 
transgender player set to play in international T20s... Prigozhin dead, private burial... Putin orders 
all Wagner mercenaries to pledge allegiance to Russia (Well, he would, wouldn’t he?)... Kremlin 
announces Prigozhin's plane crash may have been a “deliberate atrocity” (well now)... Moscow 
accused of intimidating US consulate staff... Ukraine confirms capture of key village on southern 
front... breaches a section of Russia’s main defensive line.... Drones attack six Russian regions and 
hit military planes... 3 Ukrainian pilots killed in L39 midair collision... “Ae fond kiss” too far for 
Robiales – on yer bike, compadre, what must be, must be... France to ban girls from wearing abayas 
in state schools... big Netherlands Convention for the Reds... Peru the biggest exporter of 
blueberries... Canadian Totem Pole repatriated from Scotland with ersatz tribal ceremonies... 
Folkestone luxury flats fury: “Like something out of The Flintstones’... New Loch Ness monster 
'sighting'... Sandwich chain fined £800,000 after employee stuck in freezer... Burger King sued over 
size of its Whopper (True story)...  
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RAF LEADS SPECTACULAR TATTOO: 
 

The unmistakable sight and sound of the Red Arrows trailing their red, white and blue smoke as they passed low over 
Edinburgh Castle was just one of the many spectacles at this year’s Royal Military Edinburgh Tattoo as the RAF took 
the lead. 

 
 

On selected evenings the show began with fly-past’s from RAF aircraft including Typhoon, Atlas and 
the Red Arrows. In its 73rd year and running from the 4th to 26th August, the show featured more 
than 800 performers and seated a daily audience of up to 8,000 visitors from around the globe. 
Performing on the iconic Esplanade of Edinburgh Castle, the international cast were joined by the 
RAF Pipes and Drums, the Central Band of the RAF and the King’s Colour Squadron. 
 

 
 

AS1(T) Ross Clarke, an Avionics Technician at RAF Lossiemouth and a Piper with the RAF Pipes 
and Drums said, “It’s been a good opportunity to represent the Air Force at such a big event, it’s 
been a very rewarding experience and I'm glad I got the chance to be here.” Crucially, the whole 
event was underpinned by a support group of 50 RAF personnel drawn from stations across the UK. 
They worked tirelessly behind the scenes, alongside Royal Navy and Army colleagues, to ensure 
the event was secure and ran smoothly. Each night a VIP took the salute, including Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Richard Knighton who said, “The Tattoo is a really important cultural festival, symbolic of 
Scotland, and I'm really proud of what the RAF have done this year while being the lead service.” 
With the lead service rotating annually, the RAF may have a smaller role to play next year, but the 
memories from this year’s event are sure to remain big for the audience and all those who took part. 
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NUCLEAR TEST MEDAL: 
 

  
 

RAF CREWS who took part in the UK’s nuclear test programme are expected to receive a 
commemorative medal ahead of Remembrance Sunday – more than 70 years after the first British 
H-bomb was detonated. Following many years of campaigning, in November 2022, the British 
Government announced the creation of a new medal intended to recognise the contribution of 
military and civilian personnel that took part in the various programmes aimed at developing nuclear 
weapons to be used by the British Armed Forces. Defence chiefs have unveiled the new award, 
which could be presented to more than 20,000 Service personnel, scientists and civilians from the 
UK and partner nations who took part in the test programme between 1952 and 1967. The design 
features an atom surrounded by olive branches, and bears an effigy of King Charles, attached to a 
white, yellow, black and red ribbon, including lighter blue for the sky and ocean. Defence Secretary 
Ben Wallace said: “I am delighted that this commemorative medal is rightfully given to our nuclear 
test veterans, who have made an invaluable contribution to the safety and security of the UK, and 
who we recognise and value for their service to our nation.” Veterans Minister Johnny Mercer added: 
“As thousands flock to the cinemas to watch Oppenheimer, it’s important to remember the 
contributions of the veterans, scientists and staff who worked on Britain’s nuclear programme. “Our 
nuclear deterrent continues to underpin both our security and the security of our NATO allies.” (RAF 

News) 
 

************ 

OBITUARY 
 

WING COMMANDER MARTIN BEE AFC RAF: 

        
 

WING COMMANDER Martin Bee, who has died aged 84, was one of a small, select group of RAF 
fighter pilots who flew the top-secret Lockheed U-2 reconnaissance aircraft whilst serving on an 
exchange appointment with the United States Air Force. Bee joined up at the RAF College Cranwell, 
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where he excelled, becoming an under-officer and being awarded The Queen’s Medal as the 
outstanding cadet of his entry. In addition, he was awarded three academic prizes and his                                    
colours for swimming and water polo. After completing his training as a fighter pilot in 1958, he was 
posted to 74(F) Squadron, known throughout its existence as ‘Tiger Squadron.’ Initially he flew the 
Hunter, but two years later the squadron became the first to be equipped with the Lightning. The 
squadron was tasked to form an aerobatic team and Bee flew in the Number Seven position in the 
nine-aircraft formation. As the official RAF aerobatic team, the squadron appeared at the 
Farnborough and Paris Air Shows and Bee flew a solo display at other air shows. In 1964, he was 
assigned to Edwards Air Force Base in California to join the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Detachment G. Here, he was introduced to the U-2, an aircraft to provide an all-weather intelligence 
gathering capability. The existence of the unique aircraft was brought to the world’s attention 
following the shooting down of Gary Powers over the Soviet Union in May 1960. The involvement 
of RAF pilots in the development of the aircraft remained top secret for decades and some aspects 
of their work remain classified. In the five years that Bee flew it, he tested many of the increasingly 
advanced variants of the single-engine aircraft, including those capable of in-flight refuelling and 
others able to operate from the decks of the US aircraft carriers. In the summer of 1965, Bee was 
tasked to demonstrate the aircraft to a group of US Senate members and visiting senior RAF officers. 
The aircraft, weighing 16,000lbs, had a single engine providing 17,000lbs of thrust so it was not 
possible to take off at full power for fear of damage to the fragile airframe. With its glider-type wings, 
the aircraft took off at 90 knots and Bee immediately rotated into an 80-degree climb as full power 
was slowly applied. In a minute the aircraft had reached 10,000 feet. Bee then had to demonstrate 
the landing. Speed was reduced to 82 knots as special landing flaps were lowered. Just as the 
aircraft touched down, the landing parachute was deployed, and the wings kept level as the ground 
crew arrived to fit the outriggers on the extended wings. Such was the secrecy of the work of the 
RAF pilots, none of the flights were recorded in their logbooks, and for many years, their closest 
colleagues were unaware of their work. Years later, Bee described his experiences on the U-2: “Am 
I glad I was a young pilot in my 20s at the time these demos were flown. Such sheer power, spectacle 
and fun is unlikely to be permitted these days. The U-2 goes up quickly, but comes down slowly as, 
like a glider, it has little drag. Landings require attention to detail as the undercarriage track is less 
than a metre. Popping the drag chute just above the runway sets up a perfect landing attitude. Is 
there another jet-powered aircraft that lands on an aircraft carrier that requires power to be cut to 
idle before the round-out and engaging a wire?” Soon after returning to the RAF in 1969, Bee was 
awarded the Air Force Cross, but no citation was published. In 1969, he became a flight commander 
at the RAF College Cranwell and two years later returned to the Lightning world as a flight 
commander on 111 Squadron, the ‘Tremblers’, and where he impressed everyone with his easy 
charm and professionalism as a fighter pilot. The squadron knew little of his earlier experiences, 
other than his membership of the Tigers formation aerobatic team. On promotion to Wg Cdr in 1972, 
he assumed command of 56 Squadron based in Cyprus and flying the latest version of the Lightning, 
the F-6. One particular example of his intuition and forward thinking arose just prior to the Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus in July 1974. With mounting tension on all sides, he was clearly frustrated at the 
lack of direction from the local headquarters. Of his own volition, he stopped training flying and 
generated the full complement of squadron aircraft fully armed. Some two days later, the 
headquarters called to instruct him to generate all 56 Sqn aircraft in war configuration. With some 
satisfaction he replied: “My squadron of 15 Lightnings are on the flight line fully armed, ready to go!” 
The squadron, known as the ‘Firebirds’, flew fighter patrols over the island following the invasion on 
July 20. His leadership was much admired. One of his junior pilots (later an Air Marshal) described 
him as “talented, insightful with a dry sense of humour, he was the type of intelligent leader who 
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provided a wonderful example to us all, and we gained so much from his wisdom.” After attending 
the National Defence College and serving in MOD at a time of drastic defence cuts, Bee reluctantly 
decided to leave the RAF. In addition to his AFC, he was also awarded a Queen’s Commendation 
for Valuable Service in the Air. Bee joined the Sultan of Oman’s Air Force for the latter stages of the 
Dhofar War. He became the base commander of the former RAF airfield at Salalah, where he flew 
light transport aircraft and helicopters. He later joined the Dubai Royal Flight as chief pilot, flying the 
Gulfstream IV. He remained in this post for the next 17 years, flying worldwide routes until his 
eventual retirement. (RAF News)  
 

************** 

NO PROJECT NAME NEEDED... 
 

 
 

Spending a billion Rand to upgrade two ageing SA Air Force (SAAF) medium transport aircraft does 
not necessitate a project being registered. That’s the word from State-owned defence and security 
materiel agency and project manager Armscor. Responding to a DefenceWeb inquiry, Liziwe 
Nkonyana, its Senior Manager: Corporate Communication, said the C-130BZ work was part of in-
service support and no project name is registered for it. Work is being done at Marshall Aerospace 
in Cambridge, United Kingdom, where Project Ebb was executed on the same type some two 
decades ago. The SAAF plans to keep its six remaining C-130BZ medium transports airworthy. Tail 
numbers of the C-130s the SAAF wants serviceable are 401, 402, 405, 406, 408 and 409 (404 had 
a nose gear collapse while performing a touch and go in 2010). According to Nkonyane, the upgrade 
and refurbishment of the 28 Squadron aircraft is “to address obsolescence, compliance with 
mandatory aviation authority regulations and aircraft servicing”. This means a project name is not 
needed as it is not an upgrade – “we are just conducting modifications and aircraft servicing.” Each 
of the two upgrades covered by the current tranche of National Treasury funding is expected to take 
around 18 months, with the first underway following the arrival of aircraft 409 in Cambridge earlier 
this month. Refurbishing and overhauling all six C-130BZs would cost just over R4 billion with R1 
billion allocated so far for aircraft 405 and 409. 405’s major service and upgrade is scheduled for 
mid-2024. Under Project Ebb, Marshall Aerospace upgraded the SAAF C-130 fleet to C-130BZ 
standard (three aircraft were upgraded in the UK and the remaining six in South Africa by Denel) in 
the late nineties. The upgrade covered a major avionics upgrade package giving the aircraft a 
modern glass cockpit. The SAAF aims to have one or two C-130s operational at any time while the 
others undergo maintenance. (DefenceWeb) 
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“HEROES? NO. BUT WE DID HAVE GUTS…” 
 

That was the verdict of Kiwi Spitfire ace and DFC with Bar holder Wg Cdr Owen Hardy, on himself and his fellow pilots.  

     
 

Despite his distinguished wartime service, World War II Spitfire pilot and New Zealand ace Wg Cdr 
Owen Hardy, who was awarded the DFC twice, maintained that he was ‘no hero.’ Hardy, who died 
in 2018 aged 95, said in an account of his life that he wrote for his family: “People tend to regard 
veterans of the Second World War as heroes, but I hope that these writings will dispel any such 
ideas. Like those I fought alongside, I was no hero. True, a few airmen considered themselves 
heroes and acted the part, both during and after the war. Thankfully, there were few such individuals, 
and they were seen for what they were, eventually, if not at the time. Some even enjoyed the conflict. 
For the majority though, it was simply a crisis not of their making which could only be resolved by 
fighting.” Hardy’s memoir, which he said was never meant to be a book, has now been edited by Air 
Marshal GA ‘Black’ Robertson – whose father, Spitfire ace Ron ‘Robbie’ Robertson, served with 
Hardy on 72 Sqn in 1942 – and was recently published as “From Spitfires to Vampires and Beyond, 
A Kiwi Ace’s RAF Journey”, by Grub Street (grubstreet.co.uk). Hardy wrote: “It was a mix of ordinary 
people with ordinary emotions drawn from ordinary walks of life who fought in my war. They weren’t 
heroes in the true sense of the word, nor did they consider themselves to be. But they certainly had 
guts. It was a privilege to know and serve with them during the war, and to work with those who bore 
the burden of conflict with distinction thereafter.” The book tells the fascinating story of Hardy’s 
career; he left home in Auckland at 18, intent on joining the RAF, and aged just 20 was at Biggin 
Hill with 72 Sqn under Battle of Britain hero Brian Kingcombe. D-Day found him flying over the 
Normandy beaches with 485 (New Zealand) Sqn. Finding himself unable to settle as a civilian again 
back in New Zealand after the war, he returned to the RAF for the second phase of his remarkable 
Service life. He converted to jet fighters and flew Vampires before he was appointed a flight 
commander on 247 Sqn, went on to command 71 Sqn, and formed and led a Vampire aerobatic 
team. He was awarded the AFC in 1953. After attending the RAF Staff College, he had a long period 
specialising in air defence guided weapons. He held appointments at the Air Ministry, served at the 
RAF HQ in Cyprus and, in 1966, was made commanding officer of RAF North Coates, Lincolnshire. 
He retired from the Air Force in 1969 and worked as a planning officer for Portsmouth City Council, 
then Hampshire County Council. Hardy was forthright in his description of serving as a WWII fighter 
pilot. He said: “There was fear too, of course. Except for an unfortunate few.   Inevitably, there were 
hectic parties, but few individuals ever got blind drunk when on operations. There were those you 
could trust implicitly and others you relied on only at your peril.” Hardy was awarded the Légion 
d’honneur in 2016 and, on his 95th birthday, he flew in a Spitfire once more (this time a two-seater), 
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with the Boultbee Flight Academy from Goodwood, and took the controls during a barrel 
roll. He said: Every flight in a Spit is a thrill. But after 70 years, the one I had on my birthday was just 
a bit more exhilarating. It was just like going back and being in the office again really, everything 
was so familiar.” From Spitfires to Vampires and Beyond, A Kiwi Ace’s RAF Journey, Grub Street (grubstreet.co.uk). 

 

HALTON HOUSE OFFICERS MESS: 
 

Drive along the B4009 from Tring Hill to Wendover and halfway along there are signs to ‘Halton 
House’. What is it? How does one see it, how many inquisitive people drive down the narrow road, 
over the vicious sleeping policeman and find that it is Ministry of Defence property, they are not 
supposed to be there, and just manage to glimpse rather a grand House? Then disappear down the 
track and wonder.... 
 

          
             As it was in its heyday                                                As it is now 
 

Well hidden from the road, Halton House is unknown except to a few local people. I have met a lady, 
who has lived in Wendover for over 20 years and never knew the House was there, Halton House 
is now the Officers Mess for Royal Air Force Halton, a rather grand Grade 2 listed building. The 
House was the home of Alfred de Rothschild, a well-known banker during the Victorian era. He was 
a member of the Rothschild family, whose history goes back to the Jewish Ghetto in Frankfurt and 
the five sons of Mayer Amschel Rothschild. One son stayed in Frankfurt and the other four emigrated 
to cities in Europe to start finance houses. The family had seven country Houses in the Vale of 
Aylesbury, also having houses in London. Halton House was newly built, between 1880 and 1884, 
a party House and a weekend residence for Alfred de Rothschild to entertain his guests for the 
weekend, in a style now unimaginable. The House was one of the first with electricity and had under 
floor heating in many of the ground floor rooms. The grilles are very evident when walking around 
the House. The first party was in January 1884, the description for which filled a whole page of the 
Bucks Herald for that week. His guests included the Prince of Wales, who became King Edward VII 
in 1901, at the death of his mother Queen Victoria. Edward and Alfred had met at Cambridge and 
had become firm friends. Other guests would have filled the social pages for the era, aristocrats, 
politicians, foreign diplomats, both British and European royalty and singers. An example is Nellie 
Melba, the opera singer; she was a frequent visitor as was Arthur Sullivan from the Gilbert and 
Sullivan duo. Examples of comments about the House when it was first built included:                                         
‘an exaggerated nightmare of gorgeousness and senseless and ill-applied magnificence’, and 
another ‘I have seldom seen anything more terribly vulgar, outside it is a combination of a French 
chateau and a gambling house. Inside it is badly planned, gaudily decorated but the hideousness of 
everything, the showiness, the sense of lavish wealth thrust up your nose, the course mouldings, 
the heavy gilding always in the wrong place, the colour of the silk hangings! Eye hath not seen nor 
pen can write the ghastly coarseness of the sight.” There are other comments about the House; 
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these two are the most outrageous. As far as I can gather, people vied to receive invitations to 
the weekend parties and from the ‘Visitors Book’ we can see many names that are frequent visitors. 
At the beginning of the First World War, Alfred, a very patriotic man, and a friend of Lord Kitchener, 
offered Kitchener the Halton Estate as land where the new soldiers could be trained. The 
arrangement being, ‘please return the Estate as it is now when the war is over’. At the time everyone 
believed that would be by Christmas 1914. As the war progressed buildings were put up and in 1917 
the Royal Flying Corps arrived. At the end of January 1918, Alfred died. He left Halton House and 
the whole estate to his nephew, Lionel. Lionel had a house and estate that we now know as Exbury 
in Hampshire, therefore he didn’t want Halton. The contents of the House were either sold, given as 
instructed in Alfred’s will to friends and relatives or left to Lionel, who took many items to Exbury and 
his London House. A large number of items were also left to Alfred’s illegitimate daughter Almina, 
(who had married the 5th Earl of Carnarvon, of Tutankhamun fame). Almina also received Alfred’s 
London house and its contents. The House became the Officers Mess, when it is not certain, 
however an interesting read are the Minutes of the Halton House Mess Committee which start in 
1923. It is believed by many that Halton House has at some point to be returned to the Rothschild 
family. This is not the case as the whole estate was purchased in 1918. Over the years parts of the 
original estate have been sold off, the remainder as it is now belongs to the Ministry of Defence. In 
the archives we have a copy of the original letter that records the receipt of the cheque for £112,000. 
What the future holds, we wait and see 
 

BLENDED WING BODY [BWB] TECHNOLOGY AND THEORY: 
 

 
 

At its very essence, a BWB is a fixed-wing aircraft with no clear dividing line between the wings and 
fuselage. This differs from a flying wing (which has no distinct fuselage) and a lifting body (which 
has no distinct wings). The BWB concept minimises the total wetted area and the accompanying 
form drag associated with a conventional wing-body junction. It also creates a thickening of the wing 
root area which results in a more efficient structure and reduced weight compared to a conventional 
aircraft. The design also means that the fuselage section of the airframe effectively becomes part of 
the lifting surface – a conventional tubular fuselage is estimated to produce around 13% of an 
aircraft’s lift on average whereas the centre-body of a BWB could contribute up to 40% of the total 
lift. In turn, this could allow the size (and therefore drag) of the wings to be reduced. Proponents of 
the BWB concept claim that it could lead to a more than 10% increase in fuel efficiency compared 
to an existing widebody aircraft and as much as 20% over comparable short haul aircraft. From a 
military point of view, the lower radar cross section compared to traditional refuelling aircraft could 
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enable a BWB tanker to operate alongside the B- 2, F-35 and future B-21 in contested airspace.  
Speaking at the announcement of the JetZero contract, Secretary Kendall declared that “Blended 
wing body aircraft have the potential to significantly reduce fuel demand and increase global reach. 
Moving forces and cargo quickly, efficiently, and over long distance is a critical capability to enable 
national security strategy.” 
Pros and cons 
The advantages of a BWB design go much further than its environmental impact. The very nature 
of their design creates potentially vast cabin spaces, which can be useful in both military and civilian 
applications. The aerodynamically clean airframe is also claimed to produce significantly lower noise 
emissions, with NASA audio simulations showing a 15dB reduction compared to a Boeing 777. 
BWBs are also inherently quieter than current airliners because the airframe shields most of the 
noise from engines mounted on the upper surface of their wings. However, there are potential 
disadvantages to such a radical design, not least the ability to evacuate passengers in an 
emergency. Because of the aircraft's shape, the seating layout would be ‘theatre-style’ with long 
rows instead of the familiar 3-4-3 configuration. The BWB layout would also make it more difficult to 
install exit doors and emergency exits. The large interior cabin would also mean that window seats 
would be at a premium and some have suggested that the aircraft could even be windowless. How 
this would be met by customers remains to be seen and there is also the question of how passengers 
seating in the outboard section of the wings would react to the aircraft rolling into turns.  
Credit: Stephen Bridgewater, Royal Aeronautical Society (Sent in by Bruce Prescott) 
 

TAZARA: TANZANIA- ZAMBIA RAILWAY AUTHORITY: 
 

Since the first Chinese involvement with the Tanzanian Railways back in the 1970’s the spectre of 
a Chinese operated railway into the heartland of Africa has been a bogeyman. The Tazara Link 
Railway was duly opened and operated... However, for a number of years it looked as if Africa had 
beaten even the Chinese, and the Tazara link remained at a low ebb – a sleeping Tiger... The Tiger 
is stirring again, with the news that “The Joint Steering Committee of Permanent Secretaries on the 
Revitalisation of the Tanzania-Zambia Railway Authority” (TAZARA) met in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, on 25th August 2023 to discuss and agree on the common position regarding the 
revitalisation of TAZARA, with the involvement of the Government of the People’s Republic of China. 
The Steering Committee agreed to request the Government of the People’s Republic of China to 
submit a comprehensive proposal on their envisioned concession of TAZARA to enable the 
Governments of Tanzania and Zambia to begin discussions and engage with the Chinese investors 
expeditiously. (Ed: We can predict that the smile will be on the face of the tiger...) (Railways Africa) 
 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

The mystery and rumours swirling about Yevgeny Prigozhin’s death, apparently in an air crash, 
continue to rumble on, hence the piece on Wagner below... Likewise the fallout from last week’s 
BRICS three-ring circus will rumble on for some time in SA’s increasingly uncertain future... you just 
can’t make this stuff up... “better to meet a bear robbed of her cubs, than a fool in his folly”... 
Our next lunch is the Battle of Britain Ladies Lunch FRIDAY 15th SEPTEMBER  12h30 for 13h00 
– be sharp as the Flying Lions will be overhead at 13h00. We will be able to view the fly-past 
from the back lawn. Bring your Ladies and guests for this special occasion. The traditional Fly-Past 
performed by the Flying Lions, which is always a spectacular show, and “beautiful noise.”                                                                                                                            
We will remind you (again) closer to the time, but you can book from now at bookings@rafoc.org. 
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The cost remains at R250 pp. - EFT to confirm your booking, using your name and “BoB Lunch” 
as reference. 
The iconic Wanderers Club, as the oldest in Johannesburg, continues to celebrate its 135 
Anniversary this year with a number of events.... 
Please remember that the Sailor Malan Documentary, “Freedom Flyer”, will be screened on 
SABC 3 on Monday 4 September 2023 at 21h00, particularly important for those who were unable 
to attend the Premiere, but who want to watch it... 
Please also be reminded that the Battle of Britain Memorial Service takes place at St Margaret’s 
Church, Harper Road, Bedfordview the next Sunday, 17th September 2023, 11h00 for 11h30 - 
Invitation attached. The Welsh Choir will be in attendance to lift the traditional Service on “Wings 
of Song.” 
 

TAILPIECE: 
 

Irish Blonde 
An attractive blonde from Cork, Ireland, arrived at the casino. She seemed a little intoxicated and 
bet twenty thousand dollars on a single roll of the dice. She said, "I hope you don't mind, but I feel 
much luckier when I'm completely nude." with that, she stripped from the neck down, rolled the dice 
and with an Irish brogue yelled, "Come on, baby, Mama needs new clothes!" As the dice came to a 
stop, she jumped up and down and squealed. "Yes! Yes! I won, I won!" She hugged each of the 
dealers, picked up her winnings and her clothes and quickly departed. The dealers stared at each 
other dumbfounded.  Finally, one of them asked, "What did she roll?" The other answered, "I don't 
know - I thought you were watching." 
 

The “Cyclone” of News: 
Dear DM168 readers, 
Phew! It feels like the world went stir-crazy this week and I just stepped off the mother of all roller-
coaster rides. No wonder my blood pressure went on red alert. On Tuesday, 22 August, our Daily 
Maverick website practically collapsed because of a massive, distributed denial of service (DDOS) 
attack from India. It came after we published a report by Peter Fabricius that Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had refused to disembark from his plane at Waterkloof Air Force Base because 
President Cyril Ramaphosa wasn’t personally there to meet him. Eventually, Ramaphosa sent 
Deputy President Paul Mashatile to fetch Modi and massage his giant ego. We had to protect our 
site by preventing access to our website’s visitors in India – a bummer for those who wanted to be 
informed. Fortunately, DDoS can’t touch old-school printing presses, so DM168 is alive and well 
and on retail shelves on Saturday morning. On Wednesday, former US president Donald Trump 
came up tops as Republican supporters’ favourite candidate even though he did not participate in 
the Republican debate with his opponents. Like our very own Jacob Zuma, people can’t help loving 
fat-cat, populist, sexist, ethically questionable, geriatric bad boys like Zuma and Trump.                                                                        
As we know, Zuma got his “Get-out-of-jail free” card because our prisons are “too full.” Trump got 
the thumbs-up from Republican fan-boys and girls even though he faces criminal charges for 
(allegedly) trying to overturn the 2020 US election result, his alleged mishandling of classified 
material after he left the White House, as well as felony charges for falsifying business records.                           
Also on Wednesday, the world was speculating whether that other old bad boy, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin (Trump and Zuma’s good friend), had finally got his revenge against his hired gun, 
Wagner Warlord Yevgeny Prighozhin, who led the failed uprising against the Kremlin two months 
ago. Prigozhin and his lieutenants were on board his private plane when it mysteriously exploded 
and fell from the sky near Moscow. Trump and Zuma should be wary: Prigozhin was also once a 
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great mate of Putin’s. Adding to the craziness, around midweek North Korea’s supreme leader, Kim 
Jong Un, flexed his military muscle by testing his latest spy satellite rocket, causing Japan to order 
residents of its Southern island of Okinawa to evacuate to safe places.  The supreme leader is 
probably really mad that he is not as popular as the South Korean K-pop boy band BTS, or indeed 
all the other bands in that country’s vibrant youth music scene that have conquered the world. Maybe 
Kim needed to convince himself that, even though he may not have as good a haircut or millions of 
young girls and boys screaming adoringly at him, it’s might that matters. Not quite – the rocket failed. 
And K-Pop is still flying through the stratosphere... I concede that you may not have waited with 
bated breath for the next mad move by a big man politician –and instead chose to make like an 
ostrich and get on with what matters most to you in your daily life. Taking a break from the social 
streams of news noise is a definite tick for good mental health. (DM Editor) 
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*************** 
 

WAGNER GROUP MERCENARIES IN AFRICA: 
 

The Wagner leader seemed to have achieved the unthinkable: humiliating Putin and getting away 
with it. But had he really been forgiven – or was the Kremlin playing for time? Last week, a plane in 
which the Russian mercenary leader Yevgeny Prigozhin was supposed to be a passenger crashed. 
The Kremlin confirmed that the Wagner boss was among the dead. For many, Prigozhin’s death 
came as no surprise – he had, after all, marched on Moscow and embarrassed Vladimir Putin in 
what the Russian president called a coup. What did surprise people was that the Wagner chief 
survived so long, when so many opponents of the Russian regime have met untimely deaths. The 
Guardian’s Russian affairs reporter, Pjotr Sauer, tells Michael Safi how Prigozhin did not lie low in 
the final months of his life but continued to criticise the war in Ukraine and to run his lucrative 
business in Africa. Yet behind the scenes there are signs the Kremlin may have been silently working 
to ensure his financial and political power could be transferred to the state. With so much unclear 
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about the reports of Prigozhin’s death, what does it tell us about Putin’s power and the Russian 
state? 
 

                                                            
 

The Reported death of Wagner leader Prigozhin and several of his senior management in an air 
crash North of Moscow makes the future of the Group uncertain. This article highlights the influence 
and activities of the group in Africa in recent years: It is easy to understand what African rulers see 
in the mercenary group Wagner. Its fighters can be deployed quickly. It brings sophisticated arms 
with it and can apply force speedily and ruthlessly. Alternative sources of military muscle have flaws: 
United Nations missions lack robust mandates; African Union (AU) forces lack the arms and 
motivation; European Union interveners bear the legacy of colonial repression. The US has little 
interest in Africa beyond supporting fights against Salafi terrorists. The Wagner Group was set up 
by Yevgeny Prigozhin in 2014 as a private military company to support the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine that year. For over a decade, Prigozhin could not operate without Russian president 
Vladimir Putin’s permission. During this period the interests of Russia and Wagner might have 
differed – but they did not compete and they heavily overlapped. Of course, the Wagner rebellion 
that began on 23 June 2023 – after this article was first drafted – and then fizzled out makes 
Wagner’s future in Africa highly uncertain. Since completing my dissertation on Soviet-American 
competition in Africa in 1992, I have followed the great power competition on the continent. This has 
included the slowly escalating Sino-American competition in Africa over the past 20 years. I was re-
alerted to the “return” of Russia to Africa in preparing a textbook, Africa’s International Relations, 
published in 2018.Based on this experience my view is that Wagner is likely to continue to bring 
misery to the African continent in multiple forms. No outsiders are likely to stop it. Its presence will 
continue also because individual African actors, state and non-state, benefit from its presence. Its 
utility to certain regimes helps explain the African Union’s conspicuous silence on the menace it 
poses. The passivity towards Wagner also reflects a deeper ambivalence about Russia and Russian 
imperialism. Overall, Wagner has done nearly nothing to make life better for Africans: its activities 
have served to entrench dictators and undermine democracies; to extend and deepen civil conflicts; 
to murder innocent civilians; to exploit natural resources for Russia’s gain; and to vilify the only 
alternative that Africans have to China for investment. This means that, in due course, the AU and 
responsible African governments are likely to resent Wagner’s presence and regret their failure to 
oppose it. Wagnerian misdeeds: Wagner has helped abusive regimes maintain power on the 
continent. It assisted Sudan’s Omar al-Bashir to train troops, guard resources and suppress dissent 
between 2017 and his overthrow in April 2019.It has helped nascent dictatorships consolidate 
power. This has included its role in Mali where elections are being stalled and the military regime 
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has invited Wagner forces in. Wagner joined the civil war in Libya in October 2018, eventually 
sending in over 1,000 troops to assist the rebel leader Khalifa Hiftar’s Libyan Arab Armed Forces. 
This is Russia’s clearest violation of international law in deploying Wagner. Wagner’s use of mines 
and booby traps, which killed many civilians, also violated laws of war. In the Central African 
Republic (CAR) Wagner has engaged in direct combat with a coalition of rebels. According to a 
leading research centre, 40% of combat engagements between December 2020 and July 2022 
involved Wagner. In Mozambique the government has hired Wagner to fight an al-Shabaab-linked 
group. Russia and Wagner are involved in the civil war that broke out in Sudan in April this year. 
Everywhere it goes, Wagner has been indifferent to human life, indiscriminately killing civilians as 
well as Islamic militants and other insurgents. The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project 
research group found that between 52% and 71% of Wagner’s uses of force in the CAR and Mali 
targeted civilians. There are a number of reasons for this involvement. Firstly, the Russian 
government has been on the lookout for military bases in Africa. Even before Wagner first got 
involved in Africa in 2017, Russia already had military cooperation agreements with 18 African 
countries. These have ranged from democracies like Ghana and Nigeria to ungoverned Eastern 
Libya, which has become a logistics hub for Russia as well as Wagner. Secondly, Russia is using 
is redoubtable propaganda apparatus to spread misinformation about the US and Europe in Africa 
in support of the Ukraine war. Thirdly, the motive is profit. Aside from the government payments it 
receives, Wagner has negotiated agreements for exclusive access to gold, diamonds and uranium 
resources in several places it operates in. These include the CAR, Mali and Sudan. A vacuum of 
opposition. There appears little chance that any major forces from inside or outside Africa will 
seriously oppose its activities. Individual African actors, state and non-state, benefit from its 
presence. This small number of beneficiaries will stymie action against Wagner’s mercenaryism, 
which is banned under international law. Nor is there likely to be collective pressure under the 
umbrella of the AU. It can only organise collective action – as it did against apartheid – when there 
is a broad consensus on an issue. The same analysis applies to Africa’s numerous regional 
economic communities. These have recently taken a larger role in security, but none has taken an 
anti-Wagner stance. On top of this is the ambivalence of a number of African countries towards 
Russia. Twenty-four African states either abstained or were absent for the UN General Assembly 
Resolution that condemned Russia’s illegal annexation of parts of eastern Ukraine. Ghana, Nigeria, 
Senegal and Zambia all voted in favour. What about Africa’s leading regional powers? Ethiopia and 
Nigeria are influential enough to matter. But each is too preoccupied with internal problems to take 
up the matter. Only South Africa could take a stand against Wagner. But it won’t. The African 
National Congress, which rules South Africa, has a deep nostalgia for Soviet assistance during the 
apartheid days. South African elites also value both Russia and China as counterbalances to the 
perceived western dominance that they still loathe. And the country relishes the prestige that comes 
with membership in the BRICS group. Nor is there likely to be any effective international mobilisation 
against Wagner. This is because western condemnation would go unheard or even backfire. As 
Joseph Sany, an esteemed peace-building expert at the US Institute of Peace, observed recently:  
“Western condemnation of immoral Russian violence and corruption” is tone deaf because it’s 
“tainted with hypocrisy by the west’s history in the continent.” The US, in any case, has few options 
to deter Wagner as American leaders are rarely focused on the continent. And France has 
increasingly withdrawn from Africa. The only relevant external great power for Africa is China. But, 
in my view, China will play no role in constraining Wagner. For the time being, at least, the Ukraine 
War has made Russia and China allies. In addition, China has extensive business interests, 
particularly sourcing minerals from Francophone and Lusophone African states. Lastly, China has 
been deploying its own private security companies on the continent, mainly to secure access to 
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minerals. These organisations are not yet directly involved in politics, like Wagner, but their 
presence serves to legitimise further the use of private security companies. (Written by John F Clark, 

Professor Politics and International Relations, Florida International University. Republished in DefenceWeb with 
permission from ISS Africa. 

 
WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY DAY: 
 

In recognition of World Photography Day, the Royal Air Force would like to celebrate the hard work 
and incredible talent of our RAF Photographers. Here is a selection of the incredible photos taken, 
showing the unique and inspiring photo opportunities that only RAF photographers get the chance 
to experience. (RAF News) 
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The Royal Air Forces Association 
            Johannesburg Branch 

       P O Box 1444 Kelvin 2054 
                                   Cell : 082 874 2280 

              Email: chscons@netactive.co.za 
 
 

                         INVITATION 
 

The Chairman and Members of the Johannesburg Branch of 
 

The Royal Air Forces Association 
 

are pleased to invite you and your partner to the 
 

83nd Battle of Britain Memorial Service 
 

to be held on Sunday 17th September 2023 at 
 

St Margaret of Scotland’s Anglican Church 
9 Harper Rd , Bedfordview at 11h30 

(Please be seated by 11h15) 
 

and afterwards to the Chairman’s Reception to be held at 
 

The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street Illovo Johannesburg 

A Finger Lunch will be provided 
(Cash Bar) 

(Directions from the Church to the Reception attached) 
 

As this is a Memorial Service there will be no laying of wreaths 
 

A collection will be made during the service for the 
Royal Air Forces Association Welfare Fund 

 
Please reply to Jim Powell at 0825712856 or e-mail jimpowell@mweb.co.za 

as soon as possible with the names of those attending to facilitate catering arrangements 
 

We shall be pleased to welcome you there. 
 


