
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 180 

15th SEPTEMBER 2023 
GREETINGS 
 

Just as Spring sprung last week - Second cold front hits Highveld - temperatures drop... The state 
has run out of money... Denny joins the Mushroom Club - GDP growth is pathetic and our economy 
is always in the toilet... 133 Billion Rand spent on Medupi – no cigar, no electricity... Eskom lurches 
into Stage 7 (or worse)... City Power and SAPS put to flight by squatters in hijacked buildings... The 
Doyen of South African Retail, Raymond Ackerman dies at 92... Chief Gatsha Buthelezi dies at 95... 
Mkhwebane removed as Public Protector - R160 million to remove her due to her Stalingrad 
campaign… Magudumana denied bail as she 'was able to cross three borders without passport'… 
He's not a mad mercenary running around moering people' – Klerksdorp attacker… Zuma's bid to 
appeal private prosecution ruling dismissed with costs - judge reprimands Dali Mpofu… Ex-Miss SA 
among victims of Kloof Nek truck horror crash... No joke - 'I can't work for government and then joke 
about it' - Trevor Noah... City of Tshwane reservoirs start to run dry... Waterless Giyani: Five years 
and counting to lay 25km water pipeline... Fears that SA will run out of chicken by Christmas... what, 
no KFC?  - the government must fall... Bokke overrun Scotland in opening RWC game... Springboks 
face anxious wait on extent of Eben Etzebeth's shoulder injury... Proteas hit back with first victory 
on home cricket tour against Australia... 

22nd Anniversary of 9/11 sees commemoration services around the world... US marked the 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks with ceremonies that included reading the names of some 2 600 
victims in New York....Biden excoriated for his absence from national commemoration overseas – 
Poor Old Joe!..  Massive 6.8 magnitude earthquake in Morocco – 3000 plus dead... Storm Daniel: 
floods of biblical proportions in Libya – ‘Disastrous beyond comprehension’: 10,000 missing - Before 
and after satellite images reveal scale of disaster... Portugal: town flooded by river of ‘good quality’ 
red wine... Ukraine’s counter-offensive is stalling… Must the West prepare for humiliation?.. Putin 
claims Britain is trying to provoke Russia into an attack on a Ukrainian nuclear power station... Inside 
Kim Jong-un’s train - pink leather armchairs and bomb-proof floors... sinister meeting with Putin at 
Space facility... Brazil no longer certain it won't arrest Vladimir Putin.... USA behind more than a 
third of global oil and gas expansion plans... ‘Beginning of the end’ of fossil fuel era approaching, 
says IEA – or is it?... World Rugby investigates fan chaos in Marseille... Revealed: M6: UK’s most 
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hated motorway… UK ‘mortgage meltdown’ looms amid ‘terrifying’ growth in arrears… High-
octane, sexy, glamorous? Sorry, in this Sunak era even the ‘spy’ scandals are dull... but ‘Black 
woman ‘grabbed by throat’ during incident in Peckham – oh dear! This is high-octane...  

 

LEST WE FORGET... 
 

 
 

“UNCLE RAYMOND” ACKERMAN: DOYEN OF SA RETAIL: 
 

The memorial service for the South African businessman and retail giant was held on Monday, 11 
September at 11:00. The service was live streamed and watched by thousands. Raymond 
Ackerman founded Pick n Pay in 1967 with his wife Wendy after buying four stores in Cape Town.                                   
On Thursday Pick n Pay stores throughout the country paid tribute to Ackerman. At the Constantia 
Village store in Cape Town, and at others around the country, a table at the entrance greeted 
customers with pictures of Ackerman as well as candles and flowers. A book in which to leave a 
message was also available. 

1. Raymond Ackerman was born on 10 March 1931. 
2. He attended Bishops in Cape Town and the University of Cape Town (UCT) where he studied 

a B.Comm degree. 
3. Following the initial purchase of those four stores from Jack Goldin, in the subsequent years 

the group grew to more than 2 000 stores across South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zambia, 
Nigeria, Eswatini and Lesotho.  

4. Raymond Ackerman’s father, Gus, founded Ackermans after World War 1. 
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5. Raymond Ackerman launched multiple battles against the government regarding petrol 

price cutting but lost. 
6. In 2004, he established the Raymond Ackerman Academy for Entrepreneurial Development 

in partnership with UCT and later the University of Johannesburg, which has produced 
hundreds of new business owners. 

7. In 2010, Raymond and Wendy retired from the board of Pick n Pay Stores Limited and 
became honorary life presidents.  

8. Ackerman was president and then the patron of the Old Diocesan Union. He received seven 
honorary doctorates from local and international universities. 

9. He died on Wednesday, 6 September at the age of 92. 
10. Ackerman is survived by his wife, Wendy, children Gareth, Kathy, Suzanne, and Jonathan, 

his 12 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 
 

RAF INSTRUCTORS BEGIN PROTECTOR TRAINING: 
 

Personnel from 54 Squadron, are currently undertaking the first Instructor Operating Course on 
Protector simulators at the General Atomics – Aeronautical Systems Inc. (GA-ASI) Flight Test & 
Training Center in Grand Forks, North Dakota. 

        
 

The Operational Conversion Course (OCU) 1 crews, comprising a Pilot, Sensor Operator, and 
Mission Intelligence Coordinator (MIC), have been testing various simulated scenarios, under the 
tuition of GA-ASI Instructors.  The GA Instructors were previously evaluated by personnel from the 
RAF’s Central Flying School-Examination Wing as part of the Military Aviation Authority governed 
Contractor Flying Approved Organisation Scheme. Simulated missions include Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance activity to find, fix and follow designated targets on the ground, 
with the pilot maintaining an optimum position in the air, while the Sensor Operator and MIC work 
together to maintain target tracking. The course familiarises future instructors with the RAF-specific 
training material and mission scenarios which will form the basis of RAF delivered training to all 
Protector crews. Future OCU training will evaluate the skills required to operate Protector and its 
equipment, including real-time exploitation of intelligence involving the Multi-Spectral Targeting 
System and Synthetic Aperture Radar. Officer Commanding 54 Squadron, the Advanced Air 
Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance (ISTAR) Academy, is Wing 
Commander Evans. He said, “The Protector Instructor Orientation Course marks an important 
milestone in the Programme and in the training of the OCU 1 crews, the majority of whom will be 
the first batch of RAF instructors on Protector. Ensuring the course and the simulator scenarios that 
support training delivery are suitable for all experience levels is paramount if we are to achieve our 
future training output. This groundwork, conducted in partnership with General Atomics, will see 
Protector become a game changing capability for the RAF and future international partners, with 
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realistic simulation at the very heart of training delivery and operational effectiveness.” 
Equipped with a suite of advanced equipment and precision strike weapons, Protector-RG-MK1 will 
provide critical armed surveillance capability and will be able to deploy against potential adversaries 
around the globe. The aircraft will also be able to fly in busy unsegregated airspace thanks to ‘detect 
and avoid’ technology with a potential endurance of over 40 hours. The Programme includes 
expansion of 54 Squadron capability, with new infrastructure at RAF Waddington including a training 
centre for UK and international students. The centre will put the RAFs ISTAR Force at the very 
forefront of Remotely Piloted Air Systems for the UK and partner nations. The UK is investing in 16 
Protector RG Mk1 for the RAF; the first eight will enable an Initial Operating Capability scheduled 
for 2025 at RAF Waddington. Capable of operating anywhere in the world, the Lincolnshire base will 
be the home of the Force, the site of launch and recovery to support domestic training, and 
command and control for overseas operations. (RAF News). 
 

FLYING SPIRIT: 
 

 
The Assistant Chief of Defence Staff (Operations & Commitments), the Royal Air Force’s Air Vice-Marshal Allan 
Marshall, has joined the United States Air Force crew of a B-2 Spirit Bomber for a familiarisation flight at Whiteman 
Airforce Base, Missouri. 
 

The flight was part of a visit that AVM Marshall is conducting to gain a better understanding of the 
role of US Strategic Command and the B-2 stealth bomber’s capabilities to penetrate an adversary's 
most sophisticated defences.  During the visit the AVM was hosted by Colonel Keith Butler USAF, 
the 509th Bomb Wing commander. 
 

HEADS-UP: 
 

 
Zero-G Helmet Mounted Display System+ (HMDS+)™ 
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Collins Elbit Vision Systems (CEVS) – a joint venture between Collins Aerospace and Elbit 
Systems of America – has been awarded a contract by the Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division 
for development, engineering, logistics and test support of the Improved Joint Helmet Mounted 
Cueing System used in Block III F/A-18E/F and E/A-18G aircraft. With this award, CEVS is formally 
introducing the Zero-G Helmet Mounted Display System+ (HMDS+)™. This will provide an 
augmented view of the battle space inside the pilot’s helmet to allow for faster decision making, 
increasing survivability and effectiveness. “The team followed a new development process that 
incorporated early and continuous pilot input to field the best solution. The result is an innovative 
and adaptable HMDS that will follow a long, successful line of fielded HMDS from CEVS,” said CEVS 
Co-General Manager Jeff Hoberg. In addition to providing improved capability, the balanced and 
ultra-lightweight design of the Zero-G HMDS+™ will significantly decrease the physiological strain 
that pilots experience in operations. (Seawaves). 
 

LIEUTENANT KINGON MBE: SAAF HERO: 
 

Here's a bit of SAAF history for those interested. SAAF hero’s descendants crop up in the most 
unusual places and coincidental circumstances. Myself being ex SAAF in the 1980's now living in 
Sydney Australia, a couple of weeks ago whilst nervously strapped into his torture chair, I got talking 
to my oral surgeon Dr Angus Kingon (who had also been a British Army Surgeon first Gulf War era). 
He said "Oh you're South African." One thing led to another and he said that his father had been a 
high ranking RAF doctor after the war but was actually a South African who had served in the SAAF 
during WW11. He had been awarded the MBE and become a POW who escaped several times 
before being locked up at Stalag Luft 1 because he was a bad boy being a serial escapee (if he had 
been in Stalag Luft 2 he could have become one of those executed including SAAF officers on 
Hitler’s orders after the 'Great Escape' from Sagan POW camp). Angus said he didn't know much 
more than that. Boy was he to find out what his Dad had done after some research by myself and 
input from the SAAF Museum. Turns out he served with 24 Sqn flying Bostons over the Western 
Desert. On a recce mission over the Italian base El Adem, he was intercepted by the German 
Luftwaffe squadron Gruppe I./JG-27 which included German air ace Kapitan Hans-Joachim 
Marseilles (youngest Captain in the Luftwaffe at age 22) and shot down. Reading the German 
eyewitness report, one parachute was seen (seconded RNZAF Warrant Officer Rudge), then Lt 
Kingon the pilot was seen at the escape hatch but then seen to go back into the cockpit. Kingon had 
realised both the other crew members (both SAAF Sgt Air Gunners) were too badly wounded to be 
able to escape and had jumped back into the pilots seat where he then did a perfect crash landing 
in his burning aircraft as the German Me109 circled overhead. He was then seen to physically pull 
his crew out one by one and as he got the last one out, the aircraft exploded. All survived but 
ironically the Kiwi who baled out later died in POW camp. Kingon could have easily have been killed 
during this act of bravery and his son and I had a strange moment realising that I wouldn't be sitting 
in his surgery in 2014 as he would not have been around if his Dad had not survived... his Dad 
served in the same squadron as senior observer/navigator (and later prominent S.A sports writer) 
Peter Atkins (nicknamed "The Arson King") who wrote the fabulous SAAF tale "Buffoon in Flight" 
about his experiences with 24 Sqn in the desert and Italy which includes other famous South 
Africans like the 24 Sqn CO (Colonel) then later Justice Cecil Margo (who  went on to be one of the 
founders of the Israeli Air Force in 1948 before returning to SA to practice law). There you have it. 
Quite a story that also makes one realise that everything we do has a direct consequence that can 
also echo down through the years. 
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WING COMMANDER ARTHUR MACLAGAN KINGON MBE RAF: 
 

Consultant physician and geriatrician Weston-super-Mare 1968-85 (b Grahamstown, South Africa, 
1920; q London 1951; MBE, FRCP London), d 12 December 2004. Arthur Kingon led a full and 
adventurous life buoyed by a mildly eccentric and sometimes testing demeanour that sheltered his 
sensitivity and strong commitment to the underdog. He was born in Grahamstown, South Africa, in 
1920 to a Methodist minister who preached widely throughout South Africa. Arthur attended 10 
schools but still matriculated at the early age of 16, by which time he was also a lay preacher. The 
outbreak of the Second World War brought to an end several years work at the Standard Chartered 
Bank of South Africa. Arthur joined the South African Air Force and, following training in Kenya, 
became a bomber pilot seeing active service in northern Africa with 24 Squadron, who dubbed him 
the "Fighting Padre." On 7 December 1941 his Boston bomber, which was on a tactical and 
reconnaissance role, was attacked and damaged and in flames he landed it and pulled out his two 
gunners; for this he was awarded the MBE for bravery. He was imprisoned by the Italians at Poppi 
in Tuscany. Escaping through sewers, he remained on the run long enough to pick up passable 
Italian, but was subsequently recaptured and taken by the Germans to a POW camp at Lübeck in 
Germany, adding a knowledge of German. After the war he was repatriated to South Africa, but 
intolerant of apartheid he left for England in his father’s ill-fitting clothes and little else at the age of 
26 to train in medicine at Guy’s Hospital. He never returned to his homeland. While studying 
medicine Arthur met Margery, married, and had two sons, Neil and Angus. On qualifying as a doctor 
Arthur joined the British RAF and saw over 16 years’ medical service in Germany, Aden, and a 
number of British postings. He left the RAF as a wing commander. During his RAF service he wrote 
what was for some time a handbook for the management of venereal disease. Following his RAF 
service he trained in chest medicine at the Brompton Hospital, but as career prospects were poor 
he pursued the emerging specialty of geriatrics, taking a senior registrar post at the renowned unit 
at the Cowley Road Hospital, Oxford. In 1968 he was appointed as the first consultant physician 
and geriatrician to be based at Weston-super-Mare with a contract split between the hospital boards 
of Bristol and Taunton. His responsibilities were extensive, the population he served being best 
defined by Ordinance Survey map 182 (excluding Bridgwater). He established a service for older 
people and managed hundreds (literally) of hospital beds as a singlehanded consultant. "King 
Arthur’s kingdom" contained beds in many hospitals - Butleigh Cottage Hospital, The Priory in Wells, 
Paulton Hospital, Keynsham, and St John’s and Shute Shelve hospitals in Axbridge, as well as four 
Weston-super-Mare facilities. Not only did he control admission into his beds ensuring older people 
were not inappropriately institutionalised but he sustained people in the community through 
developing a number of day hospitals across his "patch" and the provision of dependable respite 
care. He also undertook innumerable clinics that reviewed older people receiving care in 
unregulated settings who would otherwise have remained unseen. Patients, their families, and 
doctors had an unfailing confidence in his service, but few had awareness of its extent. In addition 
to all this he also took part in the acute medical admission rota at Weston’s General Hospital.                                                                                                                             
Arthur was admittedly no politician but, to the irritation of colleagues (on which it has to be said he 
thrived), he was very aware that the continued efficient working of his service was fundamental for 
the development of Weston’s fledgling medical services. He was unquestionably intolerant of 
bureaucracy generally and indecision in particular, having a strong sense of what was right and what 
was wrong. With his onerous professional responsibilities spread so widely he was a relative 
stranger at meetings either at Taunton or Bristol and disingenuously referred to as a "physician with 
an interest in motoring," to which could only be added "in the fast lane," though he was generously 
supportive to trainees who sought his help. The demands, resources, and commitment of Arthur’s 
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clinical work would have been unmanageable for most. He flourished partly through his eccentric 
tendencies that included an occasional outing for straw hat in summer, the companionship of 
Margery, his family, and the distraction of his estate with its small flock of sheep. He enjoyed travel, 
particularly in France, which enabled him to acquire his fourth language. Having a keen disregard 
for pomposity it was not in Arthur’s nature to be overly revealing, and many that worked with him will 
have been unaware of the adventurous course of his life. [C E Bowman, N Kingon. Obituary in the British 

Medical Journal] 
 

     Buffoon in Flight - Some misadventures of an observer 24 Squadron S.A.A.F 

 

RWC 2023 FOREIGN PLAYERS: 
 

This article on the statistics of the foreign born rugby players in each team has been doing the 
rounds. An amazing read: It's called "Every 'Foreign Born' Player at the Rugby World Cup 2023." 
The 2023 Rugby World Cup has kicked off and is in full swing with some great results, namely and 
including France's win over New Zealand. All rugby players dream to one day represent their country 
on the biggest stage, however it is quite a common occurrence to see players run out for nations, 
that are different to their place of birth. These 'foreign born' players can often be integral parts of an 
international set-up, with each Rugby World Cup match set to portray a diverse landscape, that 
encapsulates the global game. Of course a player can represent a country by ancestry or residency, 
but it still makes a good read just to see how many players make up a certain team who are 'foreign 
born.' Let's meet them: The only two nations that do not have any 'foreign born' players in their 
teams/squads are SOUTH AFRICA and Argentina! 
 
New Zealand: 9 
Neto Laulala - (Prop) Samoa, Ofa Tu'ungafasi - (Prop) Tonga, Tyrel Lomax - (Prop) Australia, 
Samisoni Taukef'aho - (hooker) Tonga, Shannon Frizel - (Back row) Tonga, Finlay Christie - (scrum 
half) Scotland, Leicester Fainga'anuku - (wing) Tonga, Emoni Narawa - (wing_ Fiji.  
 
France: - 2 
Paul Willemse - (lock) South Africa 
Uini Atonio - (prop) New Zealand 
 
Italy: - 12 
Players from Argentina, Germany, NZ, England, Zimbabwe, France and Wales. 
 



 8
South Africa: - ZERO!!!! 
 
Ireland: - 8 
Finlay Bealham (prop) Australia, Rob Herring (hooker) South Africa, Joe McCarthy (lock) USA, 
Jeremy Loughman (lock USA, Jamison Gibson Park (scrum half) NZ, James Lowe (wing) NZ, 
Bundee Aki (centre) NZ, Mack Hansen (wing) Australia. 
 
Scotland: - 15!!! 
Pierre Schoeman (prop) SA, WP Nel (prop) SA, Javan Sebastion (prop) Wales, Ewan Ashman 
(hooker) Canada, Hamish Watson (back row) Eng, Jack Dempsey (Back row) Aus, Sam Skinner 
(back row) Eng, Ali Price (scrum half) Eng, Ben White (scrum half) Eng, Ben Healey (Fly half) 
Ireland, Cameron Redpath (centre) France, Chris Harris (centre) Eng, Kyle Steyn (centre) SA, Sione 
Tuipolotu (centre) Aus, Duhan van der Merwe (wing) SA. .......WOW...WOW...WOW! 
 
Tonga: - 20...yes 20 
Mostly made up of New Zealanders (16 of them in total) and the rest Australians. 
 
Romania: - 9 
Mostly from France, USA and Tonga 
 
Wales: - 10 
6 x English players and the others Australian and Tonga 
 
Australia: - 7 
Made up of Tonga, Fiji and New Zealanders. 
 
Fiji: - 5 
3 x New Zealanders and 2 Aussies. 
 
Portugal: - 10 
All from France 
 
England: - 5 
Bevan Rodd: Scotland (prop); David Ribbans: SA (lock); Billy Vunipola Aus (back row), Manu 
Tuilaga: Samoa (centre); Marcus Smith: Phillipines (fly half). 
 
Japan: - 18 !!!! 
Made up of [players from Tonga, New Zealand, Fiji, Australia, Thailand and SA. 
 
Argentina: - 0 
 
Samoa: - 24 
All made up of players from Aus and NZ. 
 
Chile: - 3 
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LADY R: MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS: 
 

An executive summary of the Lady R “independent investigation” raises more questions than 
answers, two opposition parliamentarians maintain. Freedom Front Plus (FF+) leader Pieter 
Groenewald was “sceptical” of the summary, even before its release on Tuesday. “It will probably 
be more a cover-up than an honest attempt to inform the public of actual events,” he said. 
Democratic Alliance (DA) shadow defence and military veterans minister Kobus Marais waded into 
the summary calling it “very limited” and leaving doubt about the “instructions” given to retired judge 
Phineas Mojapelo and his panel. “If nothing was loaded, why all the secrecy and why did government 
refuse to talk about it for nine months?” he asked, answering himself with another question – “did 
he (President Cyril Ramaphosa) decide to mislead South Africa?” He goes further, asking if the 
President was misled or did the panel “come to the wrong conclusion”? “South Africa needs to know 
because it will determine government’s credibility as regards the Lady R issue,” he said, adding the 
summary does not provide any reason for the full report not to be released “albeit to a closed 
parliamentary committee.” “The outcome of the panel is what government claimed to be ‘their’ truth,” 
according to Marais who, speaking on behalf of the DA, said the report “is not accepted as well as 
its credibility, based on a flawed summary.” On a lighter note, he has it the report’s so-called 
“standard practice to unload weapons under cover of darkness” is “hilarious.” For example, the SA 
Air Force took delivery of its Swedish Gripen jet fighters from ships in Cape Town harbour with the 
first two unloaded and moved by road to Air Force Base (AFB) Ysterplaat during daylight in February 
2010. African Defence Review (ADR) Director Darren Olivier said the belated release of the Lady R 
inquiry summary “raises more questions than it answers and I don’t believe we can reasonably say 
the matter has been closed and settled.” He points to the summary failing to specify the date on 
which the panel was set up or any information about its terms of reference, “so we don’t know what 
the panel looked at and what it didn’t look at.” It is believed the Lady R delivered small arms 
ammunition for the SA Special Forces, as hinted at by Defence Minister Thandi Modise, “but the 
panel is not willing to confirm even that. It’s a ridiculous level of over-classification and an obsession 
with secrecy,” he maintains. Olivier finds it “difficult to take the panel’s findings seriously” when it 
accepts the “ridiculous” explanation that the Lady R turned off its transponder to avoid being tracked 
by foreign intelligence agencies. “Did anyone really think just disabling the transponder would 
prevent foreign intel agencies from tracking it?… It doesn’t appear they attempted to interrogate the 
explanation further.” All in all, it’s an executive summary “frustratingly short of answers and one 
which will not reassure the public all was handled the way it should have been,” Olivier said. “I still 
think the report is broadly accurate in that there were no weapons loaded. I’ve always said it wasn’t 
the likely explanation. But the South African government is its own worst enemy in its bungled 
handling of this incident and it’s not getting better.” (DefenceWeb) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10
ZAMA-ZAMA CRACKDOWN: 
 

Illegal mining kingpins face asset seizure. The assets are suspected proceeds from the gold mining syndicate's illegal 
operations. 

 
 

To combat illegal mining, law enforcement agencies in Gauteng have initiated preservation and 
forfeiture operations in Khutsong and Carletonville, targeting 51 vehicles and seven properties 
belonging to six individuals believed to be kingpins of an illegal gold mining syndicate operating in 
the West Rand. According to police reports, the operation took place after authorities secured 
preservation orders in accordance with the Prevention of Organised Crime Act 121 of 1988. These 
orders aim to put legal measures in place to safeguard or prevent the disposal or transfer of certain 
properties and vehicles that are suspected to be the proceeds of illegal activities. Police 
spokesperson Colonel Katlego Mogale said it is believed the assets were linked to unlawful activities 
involving the extraction of gold in Khutsong and Carletonville. “The individuals and entities affected 
by these preservation orders include Bethuel Ngobeni, Lerato Bathebeng, Poppy Mathongwane, 
Bongani Khumalo, Dumisani Moyo, Kesitaal Pty Ltd (a company owned by Moyo), Nhlanhla Leon 
Magwaca, Neo Susan Duba, Tsepo Dube, Itumeleng Rejoice Magagane, Gloria Kgalalelo 
Magagane, Mlambo, Nhlanhla Mathebula, Manuel Nhamucho, and Thabiso Sechele. “These assets 
are suspected proceeds from the syndicate’s illegal mining operations,” she said. A total of three 
preservation orders have been issued during this operation. The first was granted on 31 July  2023, 
followed by the second on 7 August 2023, and the third on August 30, 2023. These orders apply to 
51 vehicles and seven properties located in Khutsong and Carletonville. Mogale explained the 
origins of this operation can be traced back to a thorough investigation by the Directorate for Priority 
Crime Investigation (DPCI), resulting in the arrest of six individuals believed to be key figures in the 
illegal mining syndicate. All the accused are currently in custody with the exception of Dumisani 
Moyo, who was granted bail after appealing to the high court. The criminal case against the accused 
is scheduled to appear in court on 7 September  2023, underscoring the authorities’ determination 
to dismantle illegal mining operations in the West Rand region. Mogale said the operation represents 
a significant step in the ongoing fight against illegal mining activities, which have posed 
environmental and security challenges for the area. (Citizen) 
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THE ESKOM DISASTER: 
 

 
Since the start of load shedding in 2008, Eskom’s tariffs have increased by 450%, mainly because 
of the utility’s capital expenditure and declining demands for its services, while operating costs and 
municipal pricing have put further pressure on tariff increases. This is according to an economic 
bulletin published by the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) – written by economists Zaakirah 
Ismail and Christopher Wood. The report showed that the current electricity pricing regime ties prices 
to Eskom’s costs, with decades of mismanagement and crisis spending passed to consumers. 
Between 2007 and 2017, the average Eskom tariff increased by 333%. By 2022, it had increased 
by 450%. Inflation over the same period was recorded at 98% – meaning tariff hikes more than 
quadrupled that of headline inflation, outstripping it by 352%. According to the economists, this 
massive increase in tariffs results from the significant impacts on Eskom’s capital expenditure (due 
to decades of neglect of its fleet) and declining sales as consumers move away from the utility’s 
services. Other price pressures come from Eskom’s operating costs and municipal pricing. 
From 2007 to 2021, Eskom spent R680 billion on capital expenditure but achieved poor results. 
Projects included reviving three old power stations, building two peaking plants, and constructing 
two new large power stations, Medupi and Kusile. The two power stations were riddled with cost 
overruns and breakdowns – still requiring an additional R33 billion to complete. The economists 
noted this resulted from a severe lack of technical knowledge in a utility that had not built a new 
power station in 20 years. “This resulted in significantly high costs and a substantial debt burden for 
Eskom. By the end of 2022, Eskom’s annual gross finance costs were R44 billion, exceeding 
employee costs (R33 billion) and equalling about half the value of the utility’s own generation costs 
(R84 billion),” they said. “Eskom’s capital expenditure and debt burden significantly impact the costs 
underlying the electricity tariff, and in the absence of meaningful cost-saving measures, Eskom will 
have to continue increasing prices to cover its debt costs,” they added. (BusinessTech) 
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DISASTER IN THE HIGH ATLAS: 
 

 
 

DISASTER IN LIBYA: 
 

                          
 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Well, another whirlwind week ...SA continuously on the brink of collapse, but staggers onwards, 
while apocalyptic storms and floods afflict other parts of the world... 
Our next lunch is the Battle of Britain Ladies Lunch TODAY, FRIDAY 15th SEPTEMBER  12h30 
for 13h00 – be sharp as the Flying Lions will be overhead at 13h00. We will be able to view the 
fly-past from the back lawn. Bring your Ladies and guests for this special occasion. We will have a 
guest speaker and the traditional Fly-Past performed by the Flying Lions, which is always a 
spectacular show, and “beautiful noise”. 
Thanks to those of you who booked and paid in good time. Bookings are now closed, with what 
looks like a “full house”.  The cost remains at R250 pp. - EFT to confirm your booking, using your 
name and “BoB Lunch” as reference. 
Wanderers has full generator backup, so loadshedding will not affect lunch... 
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The Sailor Malan Documentary, “Freedom Flyer”, was screened on SABC 3 on Monday 4 
September 2023 at 21h00, in the middle of loadshedding for many. We will try to arrange a further 
screening for those who want to watch it... 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Please also be reminded that the Battle Of Britain Memorial Service takes place at St Margaret’s 
Church, Harper Road, Bedfordview  next Sunday, 17th September 2023, 11h00 for 11h30 - 
Invitation attached. The Welsh Choir will be in attendance to lift the traditional Service on “Wings 
of Song” 
 
 

TAILPIECE: 
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The Flying Lions in Display mode at a Recent Airshow    (Pic: Willie Bodenstein, Pilots’ Post) 

 
  

BATTLE OF BRITAIN 80: TRIBUTE TO AIR CHIEF MARSHAL LORD DOWDING: 
 

It simply cannot be overstated. Eighty-three years ago, in the summer of 1940, Great Britain was 
well and truly up against the wall. Its army, decimated in France, was lucky to be pulled from the 
jaws of total annihilation on the beaches of Dunkirk, Northern France. With the army licking its 
wounds and the Royal Air Force with heavy losses in France, the population of Great Britain fully 
expected that there would soon be door-to-door fighting in London, in York, or in Kent.  
 

While the RAF, Navy and Army steeled themselves for coming fight, the ordinary people of Great 
Britain were readying themselves as well—for a fight to the death on sacred British soil. In 
anticipation of a Nazi invasion on British beaches, the British government had printed a poster which 
was to be posted in the event the Germans came ashore. It said in simple large letters beneath the 
King’s crown, “Keep Calm and Carry On”. It was never used. It would only surface 65 years later 
and become a modern-day icon for stick-to-it-iveness. 
 

Though disaster was just over the horizon, there was one last battle to be fought - a battle like no 
other in history. This was the Battle of Britain. The Battle, the aircraft and the nearly 3,000 men who 
flew in the defence of Great Britain live today as unparalleled icons of courage and determination in 
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the face of almost certain defeat. Its inspirational effect on Great Britain and the hundreds of 
thousands of young men and women who, upon hearing the story, would enlist in the RAF, RCAF, 
RAAF, RNZAF and SAAF is unquestionable. It not only stopped the advance of the dark stain of 
Nazism, it turned the tide.  
 

We owe a great debt to these pilots, s, ground crew, Fighter Controllers, WAAFs, radar Operators, 
Plotters, Bomb Disposal Squads, Air Raid Wardens, Home Guard, Ambulance Drivers, soldiers and 
civilians who endured...Many of their contemporaries did not survive their youth. On the night of VE 
Day, May 8th, 1945, Churchill stood on a balcony overlooking Whitehall and addressed the crowd 
below: 
 

“We were left all alone against the most tremendous military power that has been seen. We were 
all alone for a whole year. There we stood, alone. Did anyone want to give in? Were we 
downhearted? The lights went out and the bombs came down. But every man, woman and child in 
the country had no thought of quitting the struggle. So we came back after long months from the 
jaws of death, out of the mouth of hell, while all the world wondered”. 
 

As Churchill concluded his speech, he remembered their sacrifice: 
“I say that in the long years to come not only will the people of this Island, but of the World, wherever 
the bird of freedom chirps in human hearts, look back on what we’ve done and they will say: “Do not 
despair. Do not yield to violence and tyranny, march straight forward and die if need be – 
unconquered!” 
 

The Hurricanes and Spitfires were the fighting element of Britain’s air defences, but to serve their 
purpose, they needed to be effectively deployed. That was made possible by Fighter Command’s 
intricate defensive shield. Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding had been appointed C-in-C of Fighter 
Command in 1936. He was due for retirement in 1940 but was asked to remain in his post due to 
the circumstances. His nickname was “Stuffy” in reference to his aloof, stubborn personality, but 
these were precisely the attributes that served Fighter Command so well.                                                                                                         
“A difficult man, a self-opinionated man, a most determined man, and a man who knew more than 
anybody about all aspects of aerial warfare” (Sir Frederick Pile) 
 
In the face of resistance from the Air Ministry, he had created a control system capable of 
withstanding the Luftwaffe. The key to Dowding’s system was Radar – known as RDF. A network of 
RDF stations had been built along the coast and were capable of tracking the approach of enemy 
aircraft from over 100 miles away. Details of incoming raids were reported to Fighter Command HQ 
Ops Room, and thence to the relevant Groups and Squadrons, which scrambled and were guided 
to meet the raiders. 
 

When the Battle of France showed all the signs of being lost, it was Dowding who first faced up to 
Churchill’s Cabinet and flatly refused to allow any more Fighter Command Squadrons to be 
sacrificed in that contest. (Read Letter) 
The late Douglas Bader had the highest regard for AVM Keith Park, AOC 11 Group, who fought and 
won the tactical Battle, and for ACM Dowding, who provided the means and the strategy. He gave 
the address at the Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Park, and wrote the following tribute to 
Dowding: 
 

“To the Fighter pilots of 1940 Dowding was the father figure. Seldom seen, many pilots did not even 
know how he looked. Nevertheless, we knew he was there in Fighter Command minding our affairs, 
so all was well. We held him in esteem which after the War became affection. We read about him; 
how he fought the Treasury to get hard runways built on grass airfields, waterlogged and unusable 
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in winter; how he had insisted on bullet-proof windscreens in our Hurricanes and Spitfires. 
After the War, at Battle of Britain Dinners we actually saw him and spoke with him. We were proud 
that he had been chosen to be known as Lord Dowding of Bentley Priory – our home from home – 
Headquarters, Fighter Command. At last we felt this gruff, withdrawn, inarticulate “Stuffy” Dowding 
really had become one of us. We thought it a bad show that he had not been made a Marshal of the 
Royal Air Force” 
 

As Sir Arthur “Bomber” Harris later reflected: “He is the only Commander who won one of the 
decisive battles of history, and got sacked for his pains.” 
 

This tribute was echoed by Chris Foxley-Norris, a Flying Officer during the Battle: 
“Stuffy Dowding was absolutely outstanding but not in an inspirational way. He never went to an 
operational airfield. His leadership was superb from the point of view of the wise husbanding and 
apportionment of resources. He was almost entirely responsible for the command and control 
system which Fighter Command built up. He’d already been there for three years before the War 
started and the junior people like myself had enormous confidence in him. He was a sort of father 
figure. And you felt that as long as he had his hand on the tiller, all was going to be well.” 
 

And it was... At a meeting of his Commanders-in-Chief in Berlin on 14 September 1940, Hitler 
accepted that air superiority had not yet been achieved – but stressed that it must be won before 
invasion was attempted. This was Goering’s cue for a final air effort. At 11h00 the next morning, 
massive German formations crossed the Kent coast. They were engaged by numerous RAF 
Squadrons, including a “Big Wing” from Duxford. The bombers scattered and their bombs fell 
aimlessly. A second attack of 600 aircraft arrived over Kent and Sussex in the afternoon. 28 RAF 
Sqaudrons came up to meet them. By the end of the day, 56 German aircraft had been shot down, 
against 29 RAF fighters. Fighter Command had not been defeated. On September 17, Hitler 
postponed the invasion indefinitely. The plans for Sea Lion were never revived.... 
 
September 
2023                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
JBH 
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The Royal Air Forces Association 
            Johannesburg Branch 

       P O Box 1444 Kelvin 2054 
Cell: 082 874 2280 

              Email: chscons@netactive.co.za 
 
 

                         INVITATION 
 

The Chairman and Members of the Johannesburg Branch of 
 

The Royal Air Forces Association 
 

are pleased to invite you and your partner to the 
 

83rd Battle of Britain Memorial Service 
 

to be held on Sunday 17th September 2023 at 
 

St Margaret of Scotland’s Anglican Church 
9 Harper Rd, Bedfordview at 11h30 

(Please be seated by 11h15) 
 

and afterwards to the Chairman’s Reception to be held at 
 

The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street Illovo Johannesburg 

A Finger Lunch will be provided 
(Cash Bar) 

 
As this is a Memorial Service there will be no laying of wreaths 

 
A collection will be made during the service for the 

Royal Air Forces Association Welfare Fund 
 

Please reply to Jim Powell at 0825712856 or e-mail jimpowell@mweb.co.za 
as soon as possible with the names of those attending to facilitate catering arrangements 

 
We shall be pleased to welcome you there. 

 


