
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 182 

29th SEPTEMBER 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

'Double, double toil and trouble, Fires burn and cauldrons bubble'... Joburg and Pretoria fires, 
veldfires, Cape storms… Phaahla to act on corruption cover-up (really?)... Force 9 from the Cape 
of Storms: Most intense storm: Widespread flooding, landslides and rockfalls force closure of all 
major roads leading into Cape Town... but SA in incipient water crisis due infrastructural 
mismanagement... “Government unable to deal with electricity crisis due to lack of engineering skills” 
says Mashatile coyly – what an epiphany!... KZN killing fields:19 councilors across the province have 
been shot in last 12 months; More than 150 politicians have been shot dead in KZN since 2011... 
World Tourism Day: Visit Sunny South Africa and be kept in the dark - or get well and truly stoned - 
or shot... R295m Rooiwal tender: Edwin Sodi and Tshwane metro to face SIU scrutiny... will Malema 
be suspended from parliament?... N1 assault case: State still waiting for cellphone records and 
identity parade of VIP “protection officers”... Joburg under siege: 'No accidents but foul play', says 
municipal manager... President Cyril Ramaphosa has formally fired Advocate Busisiwe Mkhwebane 
(at last)... Zondo concerned over State Attorney’s failure to recover Zuma’s R36 million legal fees... 
Kunene defends R250k spent on renaming William Nicol Drive to Winnie Mandela Drive (Well, he 
would, wouldn’t he?)... ANC statement on cadre deployment pure Alice in Wonderland... AngloGold 
Ashanti completes departure from SA... Namibia robbed of RWC win over Uruguay by poor 
refereeing... Springbok kicking woes: Springbok fly half hysteria reaches fever pitch... big games 
this weekend.  
Genocide in Sudan... threatened genocide in Armenia... Ngoro Karabachos: a frozen conflict 
suddenly explodes – 65 000 refugees fleeing... Brazil bakes as mercilessly hot spring begins: ‘Even 
Lucifer was using a fan’... North Korea to expel AWOL GI Travis King... Trump absent as Republican 
rivals fight for nomination... Looters ransack Apple and Lulu lemon stores in Philadelphia... Russia 
reminds Hillary Clinton of her own gaffe in response to dig at Putin...  Europe’s role in the making of 
Russia killer drones... GBP in freefall - what it means for Sunak (only one letter away from Sunk!).... 
Criminal gangs in UK sending recruits to train as prison officers... UK Private schoolgirl, 15, stabbed 
to death 'after rejecting boy's flowers'... Tories’ huge new oilfield a ‘moral obscenity’... 13 lessons 
Great British Bake Off taught the nation... ‘Mutant’ riverside flats to be demolished by Labour 
Council... Gender-neutral toilets stink in more ways than one... BA pilot sacked after ‘snorting 
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cocaine off topless woman’ before trying to fly plane... Nepalese batsman hits record-breaking 
'perfect' 50 in nine balls... Norwegian secret: friluftsliv boosts health and happiness... ( friluftsliv: “free 
air life” or outdoor living.) 
 

TYPHOON FIRST: 
 

     
Royal Air Force Typhoon fighter jets have successfully landed on and taken off from a regular road for the first time. 
 

Two of the RAF’s frontline jets tested and proved the capability in Finland as part of Exercise Baana. 
The Finnish Air Force’s annual training exercise took place on a single-lane road in Tervo, which is 
usually used for normal road traffic but specially designed as an emergency landing strip to sustain 
aircraft activity if required. The RAF is focusing on ways to conduct Agile Combat Employment to 
outmaneuver an adversary – to survive an attack, disperse to remote locations and continue 
operating with minimal support. A small number of RAF personnel were on the ground to refuel and 
maintain the aircraft to ensure they could continue operating. The Officer Commanding of 41 Test 
and Evaluation Squadron was one of the two pilots to take part. He said: “This is an opportunity to 
work with one of our newest NATO partners on an exercise in Agile Combat Employment. The 
Finnish have worked hard for decades on disparate operations should they be attacked and need 
to disperse their aircraft. Once we landed on the strip we stopped to refuel before taking off again, I 
couldn’t help but look around and think ‘I am sitting in a jet on a road in the middle of a forest in 
Finland.’ That was pretty crazy and definitely a first.”  Officer Commanding 41 Test and Evaluation 
Squadron. The second pilot, Jim, said: “This is a great step forward for RAF Typhoon capability. We 
often talk about capability being the stuff that we fly with such as weapons and sensors. What is 
great about this is it a novel way of employing the jet, improving our survivability against modern 
threats and operating from dispersed locations, and also doing that while working closely with our 
allies who are absolutely critical to future operations.” The RAF used to operate from unusual 
locations such as roads and fields during the Cold War, in order to make our aircraft harder for the 
enemy to find, Russian aggression in Eastern Europe has reminded us all of the need to be able to 
disperse our aircraft and be more unpredictable, so why we are completing exercises such as this. 
This is the first time the RAF has taken part in the exercise, which is now part of the Finnish Air 
Force’s routine flying training. The Norwegian Air Force, also taking part for the first time, tested 
their F-35A Lightning aircraft, a 5th generation fighter jet also operated by the UK and 15 other allied 
countries. The RAF Typhoons were operating out of Rissala Air Base and Tervo Road Base for 
these trials. It provides the opportunity to expand the combat air knowledge and practices of using 
Emergency Landing Strips and dispersed operations. The UK and Finland enjoy a close defence 
relationship as NATO and Joint Expeditionary Force allies, and often train and deploy together on 
exercises around the world. Finnish troops also work side-by-side with the British Armed Forces to 
train Ukrainian recruits in the UK. (RAF News) 
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RAF FYLINGDALES: CELEBRATING 60 YEARS: 
 

    
Royal Air Force Fylingdales, in North Yorkshire, held an anniversary event on Thursday 21 September to celebrate 60 
years since the establishment of the station. 
 

The Chief of the Air Staff, the professional head of the RAF, Air Chief Marshal Sir Richard Knighton, 
was joined by General James Dickinson, the Commander of United States Space Command, in 
addition to several senior representatives from the military, commercial sector, and academia, to 
commemorate six decades of service by the unit. First declared operational in September 1963, 
RAF Fylingdales is the UK’s primary military space sensor. Its primary duty is ballistic missile early 
warning, ensuring a surprise missile attack cannot succeed. RAF Fylingdales has a secondary 
Space Domain Awareness role. Personnel there routinely conduct 10,000-12,000 tracks of objects 
in Low Earth Orbit every day, and the radar can detect objects the size of a drinks can up to 3,000 
miles into space. Situated on the North Yorkshire moors, RAF Fylingdales’ three distinctive ‘golf ball’ 
radomes became an unmistakable landmark until their replacement in 1992 by the pyramid shaped 
SSPAR (Solid-State Phased Array Radar). It was established as a joint venture between the RAF 
and United States Air Force, and it remains a joint enterprise between the UK and the United States 
Space Force. RAF Fylingdales now sits under the responsibility of UK Space Command, UK 
Defence’s lead organisation for space operations, capability, and workforce. It also operates as part 
of Space Delta 4, a US Space Force unit that provides strategic and theatre missile warning to the 
United States and its international partners. RAF Fylingdales is an integral part of the local 
community with approximately 320 personnel, including military personnel, Ministry of Defence 
Police, civil servants, and contractors. The base has provided employment opportunities, supported 
local businesses, and engaged in various community initiatives. “For 60 years, the whole force team 
of military, civil service, and contractors at RAF Fylingdales has provided an essential missile 
warning service to the UK and its allies. Today, its space surveillance capability is enabling us to 
track thousands of objects in space. Daily life around the world depends on space satellites and 
systems, and Fylingdales has never been more important as we work to keep space safe, secure, 
and sustainable." Air Vice-Marshal Paul Godfrey, Commander of UK Space Command. "The 60th 
anniversary of RAF Fylingdales is a milestone that reflects a legacy of collective safeguarding 
through cooperation and shared interests between the United Kingdom and our United States 
partners. The unit’s motto is Vigilamus, always watching, and our mission has expanded from   
Missile Early Warning to include Low Earth Orbit space monitoring in response to the growing 
importance and use of that domain.” Wing Commander Thom Colledge, Station Commander of RAF 
Fylingdales. (RAF News) 
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E-7 WEDGETAIL NEW MILESTONE: 
 

   
The Royal Air Force’s E-7 Wedgetail AEW1 Programme has reached another milestone with Officer Commanding VIII 
Squadron (Designate), Wing Commander Sarah McDonnell, qualifying on type. 
 

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) and Boeing Australia delivered the qualifying course, which 
culminated in Wg Cdr McDonnell's graduation during the Summer 2023. The course, a mix of ground 
school (class-based instruction and simulator training) and live flying on the RAAF E-7A Wedgetail, 
concluded with an end of course exercise, where the Wedgetail worked closely with F-35 Lightning. 
Following graduation, Wg Cdr McDonnell will now maintain currency on the Wedgetail AEW1, as 
part of the RAF’s Seedcorn programme, until the arrival of the UK’s Wedgetail aircraft. The Seedcorn 
programme, sees RAF technicians, and aircrew embedded within 2 Squadron at RAAF Williamtown, 
New South Wales. The symbiotic relationship assists the RAAF with the delivery of E-7A Wedgetail 
capability and will provide a vital core of experienced personnel to operate UK Wedgetail at RAF 
Lossiemouth. The E-7 Wedgetail is the most capable and effective airborne early warning and 
control platform in operation today and has the growth path to match the expected threat over the 
next 20 years. The RAF has purchased three Wedgetails, which are in various stages of modification 
by STS Aviation at Birmingham Airport. The handover of the first aircraft to the RAF is expected in 
late 2024. The Wedgetail AEW1 fleet will be based at RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland. “This is another 
milestone in my journey towards commanding No 8 Squadron in the not-too-distant future, which is 
a real privilege. I absolutely love this new capability and the camaraderie I felt working as part of a 
crew again reminded me of my time on the E-3D Sentry. I have learned so much from the RAAF 
team and I’m hugely grateful for their continued and unwavering support. I am extremely proud to 
be joining the team of UK qualified E-7 Wedgetail operators, but more importantly as a collective we 
cannot wait to return to the UK and start flying our own Wedgetail AEW1."  Wg Cdr McDonnell. (RAF 

News) 

 
MEMBERS WRITE: 
 

Derrick Page writes from Cape Town: “Good Morning All, Greetings from a wet Cape Town.  Double 
the normal average rainfall thus far for September in Melkbosstrand.  Whilst the predicted dusting 
of snow on Table Mountain never materialised this week a number of surrounding mountains and 
towns were coated in a white winter wonderland. Chilly to freezing! The freezing level hovered 
around 1,200m for a while and this week, second time this winter, pressure reached 999 hPa. 
Apologies presented for the annual Battle of Britain lunch coming Friday. I always recall a 
memorable lunch.  Certainly will enjoy a rediscovered smooth Beyerskloof Pinotage with you all over 
lunch.  Enjoy the camaraderie, good food and refreshment.  And in Memoriam - toast to the Battle 
of Britain fallen. We will remember them! Best and warm wishes to you all, Derrick.” 
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Dave Evans from the USA writes: “I'm pretty sure Karl sent you a photo of him and me at the Air 
Venture last week, so you know I was there - is the attached of any interest for one of your 
newsletters? Feel free to delete photos if there are too many. Keep well, Dave”. See Dave’s article on 

Oshkosh at the end of these Ramblings. 

Geoff Quick from Tanzania sends greetings to all and a memorable reflection on the Battle of 
Britain:  "Having joined the RAF as a Cranwell Cadet in 1968, a number of us were selected to go 
up to university in 1969, to be commissioned on 15th September 1969. That was a coincidence in 
that it was the date planned for the premiere of the film "Battle of Britain.” The main event was in 
London with Senior Entry Cadets providing the Guard of Honour to Lord Dowding's attendance. 
There was also a premiere in Nottingham on that day and a group of us were invited to attend in our 
new No.1 uniforms as Acting Pilot Officers. All heady stuff for teenage years. Noting a couple of seat 
vacancies, I asked a Senior (In age) instructor if he would also like to attend. He answered:                                                                             
'It's very kind of you to invite me along to see the Film, but frankly being in the Play was quite enough 
for me!" Cheers, Geoff. 

LADY IN RED HAS LEGS: 
 

Another challenge – this time legal – is on the way for the Ramaphosa administration in the wake of 
the release of a summary of retired judge Phineas Mojapelo’s investigation into the Lady R’s 
clandestine Simon’s Town port call last December. Glynnis Breytenbach, Democratic Alliance (DA) 
shadow justice minister, has reportedly approached the North Gauteng High Court in Pretoria 
maintaining “it is incompatible with the judicial office for a judge to be appointed to an unregulated 
and secret investigating panel.” Johannesburg-based TimesLive reports the former National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) prosecutor put it in court papers this incompatibility went further in 
Mojapelo’s report being “confidential only to the executive.” The TimesLive report has it 
Breytenbach’s complaint is “a principled one” and she isn’t accusing Mojapelo and his two co-
investigators of being “part of any form of cover-up.” (DefenceWeb) 
 

 
US Ambassador Reuben Brigety refuses to be drawn into Russian ship Lady R saga.  In May                                                                                                              
Brigety claimed that South Africa supplied Russia with arms, which he said were loaded on the Russian vessel. 
 

The US ambassador to South Africa, Reuben Brigety, has refused to be drawn into the controversial 
docking of Russian ship Lady R in Simon’s Town Naval Base in 2022. Brigety in May claimed that 
South Africa supplied Russia with arms, which he said were loaded on the Russian vessel. The 
docking of the cargo ship became the subject of controversy in recent months, with allegations 
surfacing that South Africa was supplying weapons to Russia amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war. 
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Brigety allegedly said he would “bet his life” that South Africa was supplying arms to Russia. While 
he apologised for his remarks, he has never withdrawn the statement. Speaking to 702 recently, he 
said the Lady R saga was “very serious.” “We very much appreciate the fact that the government of 
South Africa has taken this matter seriously. We have been in conversation with the government 
and our government agreed that this matter will be discussed strictly in diplomatic channels going 
forward and therefore I do not intend to speak more publicly on the topic.” Brigety said the USA has 
a strong partnership with South Africa. “Our partnership with the government of South Africa is 
strong. We have a broader agenda which we are working on, and we have agreed that this is a 
matter that must remain proverbially relegated to restricted channels.” Brigety underpinned his 
integrity and transparency as the reason for his remarks. “I have been in public service literally all 
my adult life and in that entire time frame, I had developed the reputation and a practice of integrity 
and also for transparency. And so, my first instinct always is to be transparent. Clearly in the realm 
of diplomacy there is sometime which a greater level of discretion is desirable. “We had a number 
of conversations in the days immediately thereafter. I am very grateful to have had this conversation 
with a series of very senior members of government and we continue to have a broader formidable 
agenda.” Brigety said. 
 

ONLY BONUS POINT WIN WILL DO: 
 

 
The Boks want to carry the high intensity from their match against Ireland into their final pool match against Tonga. 
 

The Springboks are targeting a full house of points when they take on Tonga in their final Rugby 
World Cup pool match at the Stade de Marseille on Sunday (after the Ryder Cup for lovers of both 
sports) night to give them the best chance to reach the quarter finals, according to loose forward 
Kwagga Smith. The Boks’ tight loss to Ireland over the past weekend has left them second on the 
pool B log on 10 points, trailing the log leaders by four points. Scotland are third on the log on five 
points but should be level with the Boks before their game against Tonga, as they face Romania on 
Saturday in what should be a one-sided demolition. The Boks thus need a bonus point win to move 
to the top of the log on 15 points, with them then having a bye the following weekend when Ireland 
and Scotland play each other to decide the final placings in the group. “We know we need to get 
those five points, so we will go into that game with the mindset of getting a bonus point,” said Smith 
during a Bok press conference on Tuesday. “They’re a physical team, so to play against them will 
be great for us to know that our physicality is also at the highest level.” Smith admitted that the team 
was disappointed with their loss against Ireland and that not taking their scoring opportunities and 
their struggles at the breakdown played a big part in their defeat. “All supporters of the Springboks 
might feel disappointed, but we are also disappointed in losing that game,” said Smith. “We had a 
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lot of opportunities and we didn’t use those opportunities, which cost us the game. We take 
the learnings from that and we make sure that it doesn’t happen again because from here on there’s 
no opportunity to slip up. “The breakdown was definitely one of the places where they slowed the 
ball down… those balls (that came out) one or two seconds slower than what it should be that takes 
away the opportunity to score a try or get momentum.” Although they are heading into the Tonga 
match off a loss, Smith claims that the team played against Ireland at a very high intensity and that 
is something they will have to carry into their final pool match if they want to get the desired result. 
“When number one (Ireland) and two (Boks) play each other, the intensity is really going to be high,” 
explained Smith. “The crowd was amazing. It was great playing there (Stade de France). But for us 
it’s (important) to keep that standard and to have that intensity in every game we play. We’ll need 
that intensity this weekend against Tonga. Tonga is a physical side and they’re really hard players 
to play against, so we’ve got to be ready.” (The Citizen) 
 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Well, another amazing week in SA... The Battle of Britain Lunch and the Memorial Service on the 
Sunday went off well. The immaculate “Missing Man” Tribute Fly-past by the Flying Lions overhead 
Wanderers at our lunch was again a highlight and we are greatly privileged to have it. Special thanks 
to Arnie Meneghelli and Scully Levin and Team for their dedication and generosity!  
We’ve included 2 bonus pieces this week – one in remembrance of Flt Lt Carl Davis DFC RAF, a 
South African who fought and died in the Battle of Britain, and the other by Dave Evans on Oshkosh 
which a number of our members were privileged to visit. 
Our next function will be a Members Ordinary Lunch on next Friday 6 October 2023, 12h30 for 
13h00 at Wanderers. Subject to his Safair flying duties, we hope to have Lionel Reed to speak to 
us on his recently published book “The MIG Diaries” a fascinating record of the Air War over Angola 
from both the South African and Cuban viewpoints. The story of his cooperation, and now friendship, 
with his co-author Lt. Col Eduardo Gonzalez Sarria of the Cuban Air Force is worth hearing in its 
own right. The book is also illustrated with really magnificent line drawings by Sean Thackwray who 
is not only a gifted pilot, but a gifted artist! (And he’s one of the regular Flying Lions Team.) “Most 
books on the Angolan Bush War present the South African perspective of events. Now a former 
MiG-23 Squadron Commander of the Cuban Air Force has collaborated with and ex-SAAF pilot to 
paint a remarkable new picture of the aerial conflict over Angola in the 1980s. The sketches by Sean 
Thackwray, himself a former SAAF fighter pilot, help to bring this unique story to life, along with 
select images, including many not seen in print in South Africa.”  
Looking ahead we will have the Remembrance Day Lunch on 10 November where the new British 
Defense Attache, Col. Conor, is scheduled to address us, and Christmas Lunch on 1 December. 
Both Ladies Lunches. Take care! 
 

TAILPIECE: 
 

How’s that again? 
It will only take the world 7000 years 
But yet Al Gore will bore you to tears, 
Listening to him, 
Everything is grim, 
So  consider the facts and sleep well, Cheers! 
(Sent in by the Sherriff of Nottingham Road (retired.) 
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Thinking Of You... 
 

Good morning, I hope this e-mail starts your day with a smile.  Enjoy, and have a nice day. I changed 
my car horn to gunshot sounds.  People move out of the way much faster now. 
 

Gone are the days when girls used to cook like their mothers.  Now they drink like their fathers. 
 

I didn’t make it to the gym today.  That makes five years in a row. 
 

I decided to stop calling the bathroom the “John” and renamed it the “Jim.”  I feel so much better 
saying “I went to the Jim this morning.” 
 

Old age is coming at a really bad time. When I was a child, I thought “Nap Time” was a punishment. 
Now, as a grownup, it feels like a small Vacation.  
 

The biggest lie I tell myself is: “I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it.”  
 

I don’t have gray hair; I have "wisdom highlights"!  I’m just very wise. 
 

If the Almighty wanted me to touch my toes, He would have put them on my knees. 
 

Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators.  We haven’t met yet. 
 

Why do I have to press one for English when you’re just going to transfer me to someone I can't 
understand anyway? 
 

Of course, I talk to myself. Sometimes I need expert advice. 
 

At my age “Getting lucky" means walking into a room and remembering what I came in there for. 
 

Actually, I'm not complaining because I am a Senager (Senior teenager).  I have everything that I 
wanted as a teenager, only 60 years later.  I don’t have to go to school or work.  I have an allowance 
every month.  I have my own pad.  I don’t have a curfew.  I have a driver’s license and my own car. 
The people I hang around with are not scared of falling pregnant, and I don’t have acne.  So ......... 
life is great! 
 

I have more friends I should send this to, but right now I can’t remember their names. Now, I’m 
wondering: did I send this to you, or did you send it to me? 
 

Prayer for Old Age: 
I ask for sufficient grace to be able to listen to the accounts of other People’s illnesses and 
complaints. Help me to suffer this with patience but seal my lips when I begin to talk about my own 
aches and pains. They are increasing and the satisfaction I find in dwelling on them grows greater 
as the years pass by. Help me not to become garrulous and save me above all falling into the fatal 
habit of thinking that I must have something to say on every subject and on every occasion. At all 
times remind me of “one-upmanship” is fatal to friendship. (Anonymous – sent in by Bruce Prescott) 

 

Sex in the Shower: 
In a recent survey carried out for the leading toiletries firm 'Brut', people from Chicago have proved 
to be the most likely to have had sex in the shower! In the survey, 86% of Chicago's inner-
city residents (almost all of whom are registered Democrats) say that they have enjoyed sex in the 
shower. The other 14% said they hadn't been to prison yet. Sort of brings a tear to your eye. (Sent in 

by Karl Jensen) 
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*************** 
 

FLIGHT LIEUTENANT CARL RAYMOND DAVIS DFC RAF: 
South African Born Battle of Britain Pilot, with thanks to Paul Davis who wrote this article for “StringBag” the Newsletter 
of FSAAFM. 
 

Remembering the loss of Flt Lt C R Davis this day (6 September 1940) in the Battle of Britain. He was 
a fighter ace with 10 to 12 victories from 601 Squadron. Carl Raymond Davis was born on 30th July 
1911 at Krugersdorp, Transvaal, South Africa, son of Carl Raymond Davis and Clara May Davis of 
Fryern, Storrington, Sussex. He attended The Ridge School, Johannesburg, and later Sherborne 
School (Westcott House) in the UK from September 1924 to July 1929. Davis then went on to study at 
Trinity College, Cambridge and McGill University, Montreal where he qualified as a mining engineer. 
He took flying lessons in New Jersey before becoming a British citizen in 1932 and returning to the 
United Kingdom in 1935. He lived in London during the 1930's and joined 601 Squadron, Auxiliary 
Air Force at Hendon (The “Millionaires’ Mob”, being commissioned in August 1936 (Service Number 

90131). He was called to full-time service on 27th August 1939 and later that year flew one of the six 
601 Squadron Blenheim’s that attacked the German seaplane base at Borkum on 27th November 
1939. Once the Battle of Britain began, Davis claimed a Me110 destroyed on 11th July 1940 plus a 
Me109 damaged on 26th July, two Me110's probably destroyed and one damaged on 11th of 
August. Then on 13th of August: three Me110's destroyed, one probably destroyed, one Ju88 
shared damaged and one Me110 damaged. This was followed by Ju88's destroyed on 15th and 
16th August, a Me109 and a Ju87 Stuka destroyed on 18th, a Me110 probably destroyed on 31st 
and then a Me110 destroyed on 4th September. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
on 30th August. Davis was killed on 6th September when his Hurricane P3363 was shot down into 
the garden of Canterbury Cottage, Matfield near Tunbridge Wells. He was 29. He is buried near the 
family home in Storrington, West Sussex at St. Mary's Church. His wife was Anne, sister of Sir 
Archibald Hope of 601 Squadron.  
Additional research courtesy of Sherborne School Archives.  
Subsequent note. We have been fortunate in contacting the children of Carl Davis's only son Michael 
(died 2001) - they of course never knew Carl, but they and their own children (Carl's great-
grandchildren) are greatly interested in Carl and were able to send us some photos previously 
unseen outside the family and were able to tell us that Carl was always known by his second name 
Raymond. They also sent a very sombre letter written by a witness to the crash: 
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Matfield House  
Matfield  
Kent 
12 September 1940 
Dear Mrs Davis 
I hope you will not mind receiving this letter from a stranger, one who saw the air battle in which 
your husband gave his life on Friday morning last, his plane falling in a cottage garden within a 
hundred yards of this house. 
I am able to tell you that he died in the air instantaneously as a result of two bullets through the 
brain, his machine afterwards breaking in two and falling.  
I was the first to enter the cottage garden and saw him sitting in his place, with his feet on the rudder 
bar and the belt still fastened round his waist, clearly showing that he had not moved again after 
being attacked. I placed a covering over him. An ambulance was summoned, and he was removed 
to the mortuary of our local hospital. His pocketbook, containing his identity card, a snapshot and 
one or two licenses, was taken by the company commander of the Home Guard who has forwarded 
it to the RAF authority. 
In order to be certain of my facts I visited the hospital two days later, where I found him lying with a 
bunch of roses on his breast, and, in company with the Matron, I examined his head and she agreed 
with me that death had been instantaneous.  
As a fighter of the last war, I pay homage to a fighter of today, and while I know that nothing I may 
say can be of any real comfort to you, I do ask you to think of him as soaring into the sky, on that 
glorious sunny morning, with a smile on his lips and a song in his heart, to do battle for this England 
of ours, and then making the Supreme Sacrifice. 
Please believe that there is no need for you to acknowledge this letter if you would rather not. I shall 
be thinking of you, and of him, at 8 o’clock tomorrow morning.  
Yours sincerely  
Eric W Hubbard  
 
Shall we not offer of our best and highest? 
When Duty calls, can we forbear to give?  
This be thy record, where in peace thou liest,  
“He gave his life, that England’s soul should live”.  
 
Thanks to Battle of Britain Monument site, to the book: Men of the Battle of Britain by Kenneth G 
Wynne, to the book: Battle of Britain - Then and Now by Winston Ramsey, to the book: The 
Millionaires Squadron - 601 Sqn, the Flying Sword by Tom Moulson. Also, Johnny Wheeler and 
his 601 squadron tribute sites and re-enactment group. 
 

*************** 
 

AIR VENTURE 2023 – OSHKOSH:    contributed by Dave Evans 
 

As I’m sure practically all our readers know, what is usually described as the world’s largest airshow 
takes place at Oshkosh in Wisconsin – some 250 kms north of Chicago. It took place last week and 
occupies about a square mile of the Wittman airfield, with runways along the north and east sides 
and the rest taken up with everything from a C5 Galaxy and B29 down to vendors’ tents, pavilions, 
homebuilds and unbelievably expensive junk food outlets. As many of you may also know, my son 
is a manager at the engine manufacturers, Pratt & Whitney, here in Hartford, and NASA decided 
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they were going to put on a panel forum at the show on ‘Net Zero by 2050’ with their industry 
partners. That’s Simon’s department’s job, although NASA forgot to tell Pratt, so at only very short 
notice, he found out that he was going! His comment to me was ‘Pratt are paying for the hotel and 
the hire car – are you coming?’, which is as close to a non-question as I’ve ever heard. I was his 
‘official photographer’ at the forum, although that’s irrelevant… One of the aspects which was very 
impressive is how well organized everything is there – you join a three abreast queue which is 50 
metres long for a bus back to your car, and five minutes later you’re in one – not the hour it would 
be in South Africa… The flying ‘show’ starts at 14:30, although there are planes coming and going 
around the clock – it is apparently America’s busiest ATC for that week, and after two days there, it 
is easy to believe that. There were areas all-round the periphery, full of RVs, Cessnas, Pipers, etc. 
There are a lot of warbirds, from WW2 through to F35s; the static area, which included most of the 
WW2 stuff, had everything from Chipmunks and Harvards (T6 Texans over here, of course) up 
through Mustangs, Corsairs, a razorback P47, and a P40 in RAF North Africa colours, to Beech 
C18s, B25 Mitchells, Dakotas, a Grumman Trader and an Albatross. We also had completely over 
the top commentary throughout the flying – some of which was plain (plane?) wrong – a reference 
to a Dak as a C46 at one point, which was a Curtis Commando of exactly the same configuration, 
but a completely different plane, which wasn’t there… The ‘current’ flying displays included an F18, 
an F22, three F35s, a KC135 (the refuelling tanker version of a Boeing 707 – yes, the USAF still 
have large numbers of them) and a C17. We also had a variety of earlier jets – three MiG 17s, a 
MiG 23 and a MiG 29, several Aero L39s, and two Alphajets. Several very impressive aerobatics 
displays from three ‘pros’, too, as well as from a Boeing Stearman Cadet and a Beechcraft Bonanza 
and the inevitable para drops! Also, good displays by a Pilatus PC12 and what I remember as an 
MBB 105 chopper, although these days, the ‘MBB’ has become Bo, the latter doing things like rolls 
and loops: very impressive for a chopper! Various interesting things also took off to go home, 
including a Lockheed Constellation. We also had the standard WW3 that you will be familiar with 
from Waterkloof and Swartkop, with eight Blackhawks fetching and carrying troops, winching up 
‘injuries’, and the pyrotechnics kids on the far side going berserk. It was also very hot, sunny and 
humid, so I’ve come back with a ‘glow in the dark’ back to my neck, as we faced east for several 
hours each day as the sun went down behind us. There is a parade of the ‘internationals’, which we 
had to miss, as it coincided with Simon’s presentation, but South Africa has the third largest 
contingent, beaten only by Canadians, who are practically close enough to walk, and Aussies – ours 
was about 190 people! Karl Jensen was one of them, who I was seeing for the first time for a year 
of course – most enjoyable. The Saturday finished with a night flying display, with planes with lots 
of lights on, firing off flares, and then a fireworks display right at the end. The following photos 
hopefully give you a hint of what we enjoyed. We both felt that once is probably enough – unless 
Simon’s job demands it again, in which case his 16 year old son would probably attack me if I tried 
to pre-empt him again… And particularly with two days of walking round an airfield with my knees, 
which were wrecked before we got there, I would give him first choice: but was it worth it? Again – 
a non-question; a very small price to pay! 
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F18F Super Hornet taxying for takeoff                          KC135 pretending to refuel F35s 

 
‘Unmanned’ B25 Mitchell – both pilots were women               MiG 29 in odd display colour scheme 

          
MiG 17s                                                                                   Beech C18 in RAF WW2 colours 

          
Razorback Mustang – a P51C, I think                                   General overview including a KC 135, C130J, C17, C5 
                                                                                               with the nose open and part of a Vietnam era C123 
                                                                                                Provider       

          
P51D Mustang and Grumman Bearcat                                   F22 ‘silhouette’, as it was getting dark 
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C17 and KC 135                                                                       The Finale      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


