
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 185 

20th OCTOBER 2023 
GREETINGS: 
 

We are now 62 million South Africans, and 27 million on grants! the mind boggles... warnings of 
severe thundershowers in Gauteng, and possible flooding in KZN due to heavy rain... many roads 
in Durban/eThekwini closed due to storm damage... people drowned and missing in KZN and E 
Cape… Naledi Pandor has phone call with Hamas leader - kicks off a (very quiet) diplomatic storm 
(well, well, well)... Lady R report will remain secret... SA soldiers in DR Congo suspended for sexual 
abuse... “Defence budget cuts did not impact Lohatlha fire deaths”... Pravin fiddles while Eskom and 
Transnet burn... Bangladeshis and Pakistanis run fake food factory in Krugersdorp, supply spaza 
shops... Mandela Bay hit by string of violent crimes in less than 24 hours… Mad Hatter 
grandstanding again on Cape Flats... Dannhauser Local Municipality's CFO, Danisile Mohapi, 
AWOL for a year – but claims R100 000,00 Cash in lieu of leave... eThekwini Municipality closes all  
beaches – “unsafe for public to use”… Lesotho's Army warns opposition not to try to unseat PM 
Sam Matekane... Transgender pilot’s wings clipped by CAA, citing ‘medical grounds’... Illegal tyres 
new target for SA traffic officers... corruption costs Africa $140 billion a year(Interpol)... “Miracle” win 
for Boks over France... massive games this weekend... 
World still holding its breath - faces 'most dangerous time' in decades: J P Morgan... A “true axis of 
evil” is testing the West... Israeli Defence Minister says their forces will “take Hamas out of Gaza 
and out of the earth”... Board of Deputies writes to BBC over refusal to call Hamas terrorists... FA’s 
response to Hamas attacks on Israel “utterly spineless”... Palestinian Authority celebrates Hamas 
attack shameful pro-Palestinian demonstrations in UK and US... sharp rise in anti-Semitic attacks... 
France bans pro-Palestinian protests... Hamas hold “Press Conference” as it tries to counter global 
backlash... stakes of Joe Biden’s visit to Israel couldn’t be higher... US insisting that Israel provide 
“humanitarian aid” to Gaza (Go figure)... Ukraine hits Russian navy ships with sea drones... Putin 
calls US supply of ATACMS weapons to Ukraine ‘another mistake’... Russia recruits Serbs to 
replenish military forces in Ukraine... Australia’s Indigenous “Voice” shambles... Farage to bank with 
Lloyds after Coutts account closure... Millennium Bridge workers hang straw bales to warn shipping 
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after ancient bylaw triggered... Greta Thunberg charged after protest in London... ‘Pennywise’ 
clown stalking Scottish village... war on rats created a paradise for birds in the Bristol Channel... 
 

RAF OFFICER AND FRIENDS ROW PACIFIC OCEAN: 
 

  
In July, Flt Lt Matt Siely and two friends, Luca Feser and Cutu Serruys, achieved a world record by self-sufficiently 
rowing from Monterey Bay in California to Kauai Island, Hawaii as part of ‘The World’s Toughest Row – Pacific’. 
 

Through this adventure the team, named Hold on for Dear Life (HODL) and in the aptly named 
vessel, Spitfire, have raised £15000 for their chosen cause, The Ocean Clean Up charity. Their 
impressive journey across the Mid-Pacific Ocean took 38 days, 16 hours, and 19 minutes, making 
them the fastest recorded trio to take on the route! Out on the ocean they were faced with tropical 
storms, 30ft waves and numerous technical obstacles in their boat caused by the extremely adverse 
conditions. This all whilst adapting to the marine environment, suffering from sleep deprivation in a 
routine of two hours rowing and one to rest, and only being fueled by dehydrated ration packs as 
nutrition. The preparation for such an event took two years and brought together several skills 
obtained by Flt Lt Siely in the RAF, along with providing lessons that he hopes to take back into his 
role. Mental and physical resilience was key in achieving Team HODL’s goal to set a world record 
and their training consisted of rigorous sea survival, weather, navigation and first aid courses. They 
also spent over two hundred hours off the coast of the UK acclimatising to the boat and 
strengthening their capability as a group. Adapting to the tough conditions, their substantial 
teamwork, grit, and determination led the team to overcome setbacks and beat the current record 
by 22 days. Returning to work in his role as a Training Officer, Flt Lt Siely will use his experience of 
building a fully prepared and resilient team, to enable and encourage the development and capability 
of the RAF personnel he teaches. He will also be supporting a team of three air cadets aiming to 
complete the Atlantic crossing in 2025. "An expedition such as this is extremely dangerous and 
requires extensive preparation, something that the RAF is no stranger to. I adopted many of the 
skills I have gained in my career so far to appropriately train and ready myself and the team for all 
eventualities. It is obvious why this is one of the toughest endurance events existing. The marine 
environment, the solitary confinement and the relentless rowing contribute to an expedition that 
takes you to a very tough place physically and emotionally! However, once you have mastered a 
routine and your team is functioning like a well-oiled machine, you begin to enjoy what a privilege it 
is to be able to enjoy the ocean and its beauty."  (Flt Lt Siely) 
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HAWKER TEMPEST MK II FIRST FLIGHT! 
 

               
 

The world finally has a flying Hawker Tempest! Pete Kynsey made the maiden post-restoration flight 
in Tempest Mk II MW763 today (October 10, 2023) at Sywell Aerodrome in Northhamptonshire, 
England following the airframe’s extensive rebuild with Anglia Aircraft Restoration Ltd. This marks 
the first time a Tempest, of any marque, has flown in more than half a century. While the MkII arrived 
too late to see service in WWII, unlike the MkV, it was one of the most powerful, piston-engined 
fighter aircraft ever built, and a worthy successor to its forebear, the Hawker Typhoon. MW763 rolled 
off Hawker’s assembly line at their factory in Langley, Berkshire during 1945. It was built to satisfy 
an Air Ministry contract (ACFT/2438/C.23(a)) for Britain’s Royal Air Force, but with WWII over and 
jet fighters on the way, the Tempest was soon surplus to requirements. Hawker purchased MW763 
from retired RAF stocks in 1948, refurbishing the Tempest, along with a number of other examples, 
for the nascent Indian Air Force. It started its IAF service in 1949, joining No. 5 Squadron. India 
retired most of their Tempests during the early to mid-1950s, using some of their moribund airframes 
(including MW763) as decoys at Poona Air Base. About a dozen Tempest IIs lingered there as 
derelicts until the late 1970s, when the renowned warbird salvager, Doug Arnold, acquired a half 
dozen or so of the survivors in various states of disrepair. He shipped them back to Britain in 1979. 
Arnold soon parted ways with the Tempests, selling them to Nick Grace and Chris Horsley in 1980. 
Brian Angliss acquired MW763 in 1988, and his company, Autokraft, began restoring it at Brooklands 
the following year. The project changed hands again in 1996, with Gerry Cooper’s Tempest Two Ltd 
taking over the restoration at Sandtoft. Progress seemed good at the time, with the airframe soon 
regaining its original RAF camouflage colours as MW763 and with the codes HF-L (of 54, previously 
183 Squadron RAF) but despite this visual sign of progress, the Tempest didn’t make it past the 
final hurdles into airworthy condition until after Graham Peacock’s acquisition in 2014. Anglia 
Restorations took over the restoration, moving the project to their base at Sywell. They completed 
all of the structural and most of the systems work, barring the engine, about 18 months ago. 
 

RUNNYMEDE MEMORIAL 70TH ANNIVERSARY: 
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) hosted Royal Air Force personnel and other guests on 
Tuesday 17 October to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the Air Forces Memorial at Runnymede. 
 

The simple ceremony, under an autumn sky appropriately broken by trails from aircraft, featured the 
Director General of the CWGC, Claire Horton, who spoke of the stories that deserved to be 
remembered. One story was told, that of Flying Officer Ronald Gibson. Mr Kerr, a relative of Fg Off 
Gibson, then addressed the audience, some of whom were also related to people named on the 
walls. The proceedings were impeccably supported by The Band of the RAF Regiment and The 
King’s Colour Squadron. A local RAF Air Cadet Squadron also assisted with the events, acting as 
wreath bearers. The memorial was unveiled by Her late Majesty the Queen in October 1953, one of 
her first ceremonial duties after her Coronation. The memorial records by name more than 20,000 
men and women of the Commonwealth Air Forces from the Second World War who have no known 
grave; it is their primary place of commemoration. "I am delighted to be here today on behalf of the 
Chief of the Air Staff, to represent the Royal Air Force as we mark the 70th anniversary of the 
unveiling of this profoundly important memorial by our late Queen, Elizabeth II. The Air Forces 
Memorial, so wonderfully maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, is both epic 
in its scale, with over 20,000 personnel recorded, and deeply moving at an individual level. Each 
man or woman who is named, I’ve noted 16 people for example with the same surname as mine, is 
a debt that we owe and a story that deserves to be remembered with respect and honour. I’m proud 
to say that we do remember and reflect on these stories, and that they act as an inspiration to us 
who serve in the Royal Air Force today." Air Marshal Paul Lloyd, Deputy Chief of the Air Staff 

 

SAAF GRIPEN ENGINE CONTRACT AWARDED: 
 

Armscor has placed a support contract with GKN Aerospace for the maintenance of the South 
African Air Force’s (SAAF’s) Gripen engines, meaning both engines and airframes are now fully 
supported for South Africa’s fighter jet fleet. According to an Armscor presentation delivered to 
Parliament’s Portfolio Committee on Defence and Military Veterans (PCDMV) in mid-September, 
Saab as the original equipment manufacturer (OEM) has an airframe support contract for the Gripen 
in place from September 2022 to end August 2025, worth R650 million (of which R476 million is 
funded). It took some time for the contract with GKN Aerospace to be finalised for Gripen engine 
support – this contract is now in place and covers the period from August 2023 to end July 2026. It 
is worth R327 million, of which R145 million is currently funded. Armscor originally aimed to have 
the engine support contract in place with GKN by 1 December 2022.  South Africa has been 
operating the Gripen C/D since 2008 and is Saab’s first export customer for the type. 
 

SAAF ASSISTS OVERBERG COMMUNITIES: 
 

 

A South African Air Force (SAAF) BK 117 
helicopter from 15 Squadron last month assisted 
flood-stricken communities in the Overberg 
region of the Western Cape after heavy flooding 
left many towns cut off from the outside world. 
Homes were flooded, bridges and roads were 
washed away and an estimated R1.4 billion in 
agricultural losses were inflicted in the Overberg 
by heavy rains over the weekend of 23-24 
September. Several people died when their car 
was washed over a bridge. 
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Air Force Base (AFB) Overberg, according to Lieutenant Eleas Martin Koopman, played a vital 
role in saving lives and assisted in humanitarian relief efforts in partnership with local disaster 
management authorities. Due to roads being closed and certain farming communities becoming 
inaccessible, Cape Agulhas Municipality Mayor Paul Swart called on the Officer Commanding Air 
Force Base Overberg, Colonel Donovan Chetty, to step in. Chetty requested Joint Operations 
Western Cape for authorisation to use a BK 117 that was stopped over at AFB Overberg whilst en 
route from Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth) to Saldanha for the air show that was subsequently held there 
on 30 September. The 15 Squadron aircraft was subsequently put to use from 27 September. 
“Communication was hampered due to various installations being without power but upon arrival, 
the aircraft was immediately tasked to assist with transportation of batteries and fuel for various 
telecommunication installations on the mountain,” Koopman reported. “By 19H30, the aircraft landed 
safely at Air Force Base Overberg and communication was restored, which was crucial for 
coordinating rescue/support operations.” Manning the Base Operations room, Major Liza van der 
Westhuizen in partnership with the Overberg Disaster Management Team deployed the BK 117 and 
disaster management personnel to various areas, including Springfield Farm, Renosterkop and 
Bergplaas. They delivered food supplies, water and medical supplies. “The strong relationship 
between the Air Force and the Municipality has been instrumental in saving the lives and properties 
of the people in Overberg,” Koopman reported for the SAAF. In the aftermath of the flooding, Air 
Force Base Overberg provided volunteers and donated food parcels to the local Nutrition Centre 
Feeding Scheme in Bredasdorp, which assisted those affected by the floods. (DefenceWeb) 
 

ALPINE 44 79TH ANNIVERSARY: 
 

In October 1944 SAAF 2 wing, consisting of 31 and 34 squadrons, and part of RAF 205 bomber 
group under Maj. Gen. Jimmy Durrant, based in Southern Italy near Foggia, was tasked with a 
supply dropping mission to the Partisans operating in the Po Valley north of Genoa. 
 

 
 

Four drop zones were selected, code named Morris, Dodge, Parrot and Chrysler, with 5 Liberators 
assigned to each. Weather conditions during the beginning of October 1944 were terrible, but the 
forecast for the night of the 12th was for a break, and the mission was given the go-ahead. The 
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aicraft took off at regular intervals from about 16h00 hours, the flights would be about 8 hours, 
and they would be back at around midnight. At the briefing the crews were told to return to base if 
they faced bad weather. The flights encountered persistent, heavy rain, low cloud, and frequent 
flashes of lightning. Eleven aircraft turned around, only three found their target, and six aircraft failed 
to return, with the loss of 48 men. The meteorologists had forecast a westerly wind, but, unbeknown 
to all, the wind was now blowing from the east, resulting in the aircraft being roughly 60 km west of 
where they should have been, with disastrous consequences. Five aircraft crashed into the Alps 
and one, KH158, is missing to this day, presumed to have ditched in the Ligurian Sea off Genoa.   
 

KG 874  Crashed above the village of Ostana 
KG 875  Crashed above the village of Valprato Soana 
KG 999  Crashed above the village of Ala di Stura 
KH 154  Crashed near the village of Rora 
KH 158  Missing 
KH 239  Crashed near the village of Cantalupa 
 

Each year, on the second Sunday of October, a Memorial Parade is held at the SAAF Memorial on 
Bays Hill, AFB Swartkop to commemorate the 48 Airmen of the SAAF, RAF and RAAF who died on 
the night of 12/13 October 1944 while flying to the aid of the Italian partisans. Representatives of 
each of these Forces, the Carabinieri and Alpini, the Italian Community in SA and the families of the 
Airmen lay wreaths in honoured memory of those who made the supreme sacrifice. The Memorial 
Service, this year conducted by Chaplain (Rev) Trevor Slade, opens with the National Anthems of 
South Africa and Italy, the hoisting of the National Flag and the Ensign of the SAAF, and is followed 
by the reading of the names of the Aircrew by David Nel, grandson of Lieutenant CP Nel (SAAF) of 
Oudtshoorn, the wreath laying, Last Post and Reveille sounded by a Trumpeter of the SAAF Band. 
Master of Ceremonies was Martin Urry, Chairman of Alpine 44 and nephew of Major S S Urry 
(SAAF). Due to the weather this year, the customary Flypast in Salute by a Harvard of the SAAF 
Museum was not possible. The SAAF provide the Guard of Honour and full logistical support each 
year, and the Chairman’s Reception this year was in the Hartebees Club at Swartkop. 
We Will Remember Them! 
 

REMEMBER UNION SPIRIT? 
 

Some of us will have childhood memories of the “Union Spirit” pumps at various garages in the 
1950’s. “The use of alcohol as a liquid fuel has occurred at intervals coinciding with petrol shortages 
or abnormal rises in petrol prices. Thus, perhaps, it has been a not unimportant factor in keeping 
petrol prices within certain limits. Although at the present time no such economic crises exist, it may 
be opportune to record local experiences with alcohol fuels now that the British Association is visiting 
a land which one day may play an appreciable part in the production of this class of power spirit. By 
far the most important part of the alcohol fuel problem is the production of alcohol in very large 
quantities at economic prices. The most popular source of industrial alcohol to-day is molasses, 
which has been proved to be a most satisfactory raw material. With molasses at 2d. a gallon it is 
possible to produce at 9d. per gallon alcohol containing 96 to 97 per cent alcohol in plants of 
comparatively small capacity. Those interested in this subject should not fail to visit the plant of the 
Natal Cane By-Products Company at Merebank, near Durban, Natal, where they will witness the 
production of a very satisfactory .and economical motor fuel having alcohol and ether, both produced 
from molasses, as its chief constituents. It is, however, easily possible to show that the quantity of 
sugar consumed by a community is insufficient to provide the molasses necessary to produce the 
liquid fuel and industrial alcohol it requires. Molasses, then, can never be the chief or even the 
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dominant factor in the production of industrial and power alcohol on a scale necessary to replace 
liquid hydrocarbon fuels in all their present uses. Of all the many sources of alcohol at present 
known, starch alone seems capable of economic exploitation. No doubt other sources will from time 
to time become available. The production of synthetic alcohol, for instance, is well within the bounds 
of probability. But if alcohol were required to-day in extremely large quantities, it is to starch-
producing plants that we should have to turn...” (The opening paragraphs of a paper Alcohol Mixtures as Motor 

Fuels in  South Africa,  by Colonel J. G. ROSE, D.S.O., Division of Chemistry, Cape Town, and D. McMILLAN, A.R.T.C., 
M.l.A.E., M.I.Mech.E., Professor of Mechanical Engineering, University of Cape Town. Read in Cape Town, 23 July, 

1929. Col Jack Rose was Chief Chemist of SAR&H from 1929-1935) Those of us who retain some vestiges of 
working memory may remember that Sasol Ltd and Germany's Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin agreed 
last year to conduct research into substances to help produce sustainable aviation fuel on a 
commercial scale. The three-year project, if successful, could help make kerosene - a form of jet 
fuel - made using renewable sources available by 2025. (A pilot project produced SAF from Nicotine free 

tobacco plants in 2018.) The plans calls for Sasol, HZB and a host of German partners to work together 
to make next-generation catalysts that could trigger chemical reactions. It will also employ Sasol's 
proprietary Fischer-Tropsch (FT) technology for making sustainable aviation fuel. 
 

LADY R REPORT WILL REMAIN SECRET: 
 

 
 

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa invoked the National Conventional Arms Control Act 
(NCACA) when telling the National Council of Provinces (NCOP) he had “no intention of 
compromising the work or safety of our security forces” as regards what might or might not have 
been loaded off or onto the Russian cargo ship Lady R. Democratic Alliance (DA) NCOP Western 
Cape representative Rikus Badenhorst used the NCOP’s verbal question and answer session to 
seek presidential clarity on issues around the now infamous arrival of the Lady R in the SA Navy 
(SAN) home port of Simon’s Town last December. In response to whether the President “deliberately 
misled the nation” concerning “irregular handling of ammunition” apparently aboard Lady R, 
Badenhorst was told the “panel” appointed to investigate made no finding of involvement by 
clandestine parties or illegal transactions. Also, no evidence was presented to contradict the panel’s 
findings. Ramaphosa further told his questioner: “The contents of the shipment carried on the Lady 
R are kept secret so as not to compromise the work or the safety of our security forces.” “I have no 
intention of compromising this under any circumstances.” Turning to the NCACA, the President said 
the Act “makes it clear information on the quantity of items is shared with Parliament on a confidential 
basis.” “Nothing in the Act requires disclosure on the intended use of the controlled items. The Act 
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expressly states ‘information concerning the technical specifications of controlled items may 
be omitted from a report contemplated in this section in order to protect military and commercial 
secrets. “The work of the National Conventional Arms Control [Committee] is critical in ensuring that 
we abide by our international obligations in relation to the transfer and trade in controlled items and 
will continue to do this critical work, as provided for in its founding legislation and the relevant United 
Nations (UN) conventions. “The protection of information related to its work is clearly provided for in 
the Act and is just as important to its mandate and to national security,” the Presidential reply read, 
adding “government will continue to respect the requirements of the law and its responsibility to 
safeguard the security of the nation.” The panel, led by retired judge Phineas Mojapelo, found no 
evidence that the country loaded weapons onto the Lady R for Russia’s war with Ukraine, as alleged 
by US Ambassador Reuben Brigety, who said he would stake his life on alleged evidence that South 
African arms were headed to Russia. In early September, the South African Presidency published 
just an executive summary of the report, concluding no weapons were loaded for Russia and that 
the Lady R was merely delivering equipment ordered for the SA National Defence Force (SANDF) 
in 2018. NCACC records show 9.5 million rounds of ammunition were authorised to be imported 
from Russia in 2019 and 2020. (DefenceWeb) 
 

IMPACT OF SOLAR REPLACEMENT: 
 

Many South African municipalities and metros generate a significant portion of their revenue by 
selling electricity to residents. As home solar takes over, these local governments will have to look 
elsewhere to plug the holes in their budgets - and fibre networks are an easy target. Public 
enterprises minister Pravin Gordhan recently revealed that Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality, 
which includes East London, has lost out on R350 million in electricity sales due to Small-scale 
Embedded Generation (SSEG). Responding to a Parliamentary question about the issue, Gordhan 
said Eskom data showed that electricity generated from solar panels since March 2022 until the first 
quarter of 2023 had increased by 350%. “This increase in reliance on renewable energy is a 
welcome development for the environment, but poses a significant challenge to municipalities, which 
derive the majority of their income from electricity sales,” Gordhan said. Local and metropolitan 
municipalities operate distribution networks that deliver electricity from Eskom power plants to 
individual homes and businesses. Essentially, they buy electricity in bulk from Eskom and deliver it 
to residents at a reasonable profit margin. “Energy experts suggest that feed-in tariffs, along with 
the installation of smart meters, are the most feasible strategy to overcome the potential losses to 
municipal income,” Gordhan said. He said Cape Town is currently at the forefront of exploiting this 
situation for maximum public benefit by implementing feed-in tariffs, which pays small-scale 
generators for electricity redirected into the grid. This may then be sold to other consumers at a 
profit. However, several municipalities have already started looking elsewhere to try and make up 
the revenue shortfall caused by load-shedding. South Africa’s capital city, Pretoria, part of the 
Tshwane metro, introduced a new set of tariffs in 2019 allowing it to charge network operators an 
annual fee for every kilometre of cable in the road reserve. Both cellular and fibre network providers 
lay cable along municipal roads. Therefore, these tariffs affect every network provider in South Africa 
- from the smallest new entrant in the fibre connectivity space to MTN, Vodacom, Telkom, and 
Vumatel. Tshwane has increased these tariffs annually. For the 2023/24 financial year, the road 
reserve fee was increased to R251 per kilometre per annum, while the sewer and stormwater fee 
was increased to R1,138. A local municipality that has taken a similar approach is Kouga, which 
includes Jeffreys Bay. MyBroadband previously spoke to a senior Kouga official who said local 
governments like theirs came under pressure to find additional revenue streams as load-shedding 
ate into their electricity distribution income. In Jeffreys Bay, in particular, municipal revenues from 
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traditional utilities like electricity and water are not growing in line with their population. While rates 
do form a sizeable chunk of this revenue, the Kouga official explained that the primary source of 
money for the municipality is electricity sales. Essentially, they were faced with a choice: significantly 
hike rates or find another source of revenue. The official explained that municipalities like Kouga are 
less dependent on government grants as they generate most of their own revenue. In places like 
Jeffreys Bay and St Francis Bay, they generate 84% of their own revenue. For this reason, Kouga 
has considered a system similar to Tshwane’s, where network operators pay a recurring fee to use 
municipal infrastructure, such as the road reserve and stormwater drains. In addition to shoring up 
the budget of the local municipality, the official said that the money would also be put towards fixing 
up their infrastructure when network operators damage roads and paving while rolling out fibre. 
 

CHURCHILL ON ISLAM: 
 

“How dreadful are the curses which Mohammedanism lays on its votaries! Besides the fanatical 
frenzy, which is as dangerous in a man as hydrophobia in a dog, there is this fearful fatalistic apathy. 
The effects are apparent in many countries. Improvident habits, slovenly systems of agriculture, 
sluggish methods of commerce, and insecurity of property exist wherever the followers of the 
Prophet rule or live. A degraded sensualism deprives this life of its grace and refinement, the next 
of its dignity and sanctity. The fact that in Mohammedan law every woman must belong to some 
man as his absolute property - either as a child, a wife, or a concubine - must delay the final 
extinction of slavery until the faith of Islam has ceased to be a great power among men. Individual 
Moslems may show splendid qualities. Thousands become the brave and loyal soldiers of the 
Queen; all know how to die: but the influence of the religion paralyses the social developement [sic] 
of those who follow it. No stronger retrograde force exists in the world. Far from being moribund, 
Mohammedanism is a militant and proselytising faith. It has already spread throughout Central 
Africa, raising fearless warriors at every step; and were it not that Christianity is sheltered in the 
strong arms of science - the science against which it had vainly struggled - the civilisation of modern 
Europe might fall, as fell the civilisation of ancient Rome.” (Winston Churchill in “The River War”) 
 

CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

Another week of “brinkmanship” as Hamas and Israel face off, and massive anti-Israel propaganda 
campaigns in the media... But for all the hysterical words, not one Arab nation is opening its borders 
to refugees from Gaza or sending humanitarian aid to the people displaced in within Gaza... two US 
Carrier groups now in the Eastern Mediterranean, as US pressures Israel to provide humanitarian 
aid to Gaza... 
Enjoy the Aeronca C3 article by John Illsley, Second Master (Deputy Head) Pretoria Boys High 
School at the end of these Ramblings... 
Our next Ladies Lunch will be on Friday 10 November, 12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers... we will 
lay wreaths at the Wall of Remembrance before lunch, as has been our practice.                  
Price remains R250 per head and we request you to pay by EFT to our account - Nedbank - Melrose 
Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063. Use your name and “November Lunch” as reference, 
please... Please also note that we are committed to pay for the number of meals booked.  
We were looking forward to having the incoming UK Defence Adviser Colonel Conor, as our guest 
and speaker, however, the “exigencies of the Service” prevail and he will be elsewhere on the day. 
We look forward to meeting him at a future lunch. Bring your Ladies and guests along to mark 
Remembrance Day in convivial company. Look forward to seeing as many of you as possible... 
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TAILPIECE: 
 

“Qantas today will test their new long-haul service - they will be stopping briefly in France to collect 
their national rugby team and then on to India to load their national cricket team” a spokesperson 
for the airline announced today” 
 

Politics?  
A Russian Jew was finally allowed to emigrate to Israel.  At Moscow airport, customs found a Lenin 
statue in his baggage and asked, "What is this?" The man replied, "What is this? Wrong question 
comrade. You should have asked: Who is he? This is Comrade Lenin. He laid the foundations of 
socialism and created the future and prosperity of the Russian people. I am taking it with me as a 
memory of our dear hero." The Russian customs officer let him go without further inspection.  
At Tel Aviv airport, the Israeli customs officer also asked our friend, “What is this?" He replied, "What 
is this? Wrong question, Sir. You should be asking, 'Who is this?' This is Lenin, the bastard who 
caused me, a Jew, to leave Russia. I take this statue with me so I can curse him every day." The 
Israeli customs officer said, "I apologize, Sir, you are cleared to go." 
Settling into his new house, he put the statue on a table. To celebrate his immigration, he invited his 
friends and relatives to dinner. 
One of his friends asked, "Who is this?" 
He replied, "My dear friend, 'Who is this' is a wrong question. You should have asked, what is this? 
This is ten kilograms of solid gold that I managed to bring with me without paying any customs duty 
and tax." 
MORAL: Politics is when you can tell the same sh*t in different ways to fool a different audience, to 
allow you to look good in every way... 
 
Bikers were riding west on Interstate I-70 when they saw a girl about to jump off a Bridge. So they 
stopped. George, their leader, a big burly man of 53, gets off his Harley, walks through a group of 
gawkers, past the State Trooper who was trying to talk her down off the railing, and says,            
"Hey Baby... whatcha doin' up there on that railin'?" She says tearfully, "I'm going to commit suicide!!" 
While he didn't want to appear "sensitive," George also didn't want to miss this "be-a-legend" 
opportunity either so he asked... "Well, before you jump, Honey-Babe... why don't you give ole 
George here your best last kiss?" So, with no hesitation at all, she leaned back over the railing and 
did just that... and it was a long, deep, lingering kiss followed immediately by another even better 
one. After they breathlessly finished, George gets a big thumbs-up approval from his biker-buddies, 
the onlookers, and even the State Trooper, and then says, "Wow! That was the best kiss I have ever 
had, Honey! That's a real talent you're wasting, Sugar Shorts. You could be famous if you rode with 
me. Why are you committing suicide?" "My parents don't like me dressing like a girl." It's still unclear 
whether she jumped or was pushed?? 
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************** 
 

TO MIDDLEBURG AND BACK IN A TWO-POT PUDDLEHOPPER: 
John Illsley EAA Chapter 322 
(John Illsley is the Second Master (Deputy Head) at Pretoria Boys High School. The author of “In Southern Skies”, he 
is a noted Aviation Historian, and vintage and veteran aircraft enthusiast, aviator and restorer. Ed) 

I am writing this while sitting at 35 000 feet, cruising at around 900 kilometers per hours in an aircraft 
that is being kept perfectly on track and in trim by a sophisticated autopilot. It all contrasts rather 
starkly with a flight I did a few weeks ago to attend the annual EAA Convention, held this year at 
Middelburg airfield. 
 

  
John Illsley                                   Aeronca C3 Preflight at Petit 
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Because the event was being held about 60 miles from my home airfield of Petit, I decided 
that I would try and summon up the courage to fly there in my 1935 Aeronca C3, subject to a few 
conditions, chief of which was the weather. When you only have 37hp at your disposal and a large 
fuselage side area that tends to readily weathercock if there is any significant cross wind component, 
I ideally needed no wind or a light breeze directly down runway 03. As they say, you can arrange 
everything but the weather. The “Airknocker” had been serviced, washed and refueled the week 
before the planned flight. Out to the airfield at first light, pull the plane out and wait for my trusty prop 
swinger to arrive. While waiting for my volunteer “Armstrong” starter I study the windsock to see if 
one of the pre-conditions I had set myself for proceeding with the flight was falling into place. In mid-
winter on the Highveld one can generally rely on calm conditions at dawn. However, Murphy was 
out early on this day and there was a noticeable breeze starting to be evident and what is more, it 
was blowing down runway 21. I decided that I had to revise my plan or abandon the flight. In the 
decade since the C3 undertook its first post-restoration flights, I have never once taken off on that 
runway. This is because it has a slight uphill slope and at the end of it lies a long line of Bluegum 
trees that can grow alarmingly tall if you haven’t achieved a positive rate of climb by hallway down 
the strip. If you think I am overly cautious, I remind you, dear reader, that you really want the odds 
in your favor when you only have two cylinders and no real reserve of power!  What I decided was 
that if I hadn’t lifted off and started a gentle climb, by the time I drew level with the last row of hangars 
at the southern end, then I would abort the take off and go to Middelburg by road with my wife. In 
the meantime, my hangar neighbor has arrived to do the honors with winding up the elastic band. 
Starting the JAP J99 engine is something of a three- person job: one to handle the engine controls 
in the cabin; one to do the priming and the swinging; and a third to offer encouragement to the other 
two! Fuel is thrown into the air intake which is a circular air filter that surrounds the exhaust pipe so 
as to offer permanent carb heat once you have some heat being generated by the exhaust gasses. 
Suck in three blades with throttle full open and another three with it closed. Then set throttle, 
magnetos on both and hope that the old girl obliges on the first or second swing. The first swings 
are sometimes little more than indication of whether you have over or under primed, or on a cold 
winter’s morning, that you have too little vaporization occurring. After bidding adieu to my wife, we 
carry out this starting drill and are rewarded with the distinctive rough throbbing sound that 
characterize big bore, two-cylinder engines. The first thing you have to ensure is that you don’t let 
the throttle sit in the infamous flat spot in the carburation otherwise you may have the engine quit 
on you. This is only likely to happen during taxying or when chopping power to flare on landing. It 
can be alarming to the uninitiated but is just a peculiarity that you need to be aware of when flying 
behind this engine-carb combination. Taxy out to holding point for runway 21. Some trepidation as 
to whether the take-off is feasible in this direction. Two chaps in Kitfoxes clogging the radio 
frequency for Petit deciding where they should fly for breakfast. One of them is ahead of me at the 
holding point, the other is in the circuit.  I wish they would reach a decision so that I can line up and 
attempt a take off! At last the reliability and power of Rotax prevails and they are both airborne. Pre-
take off checks are very limited on this minimalist craft: check fuel is on and that seat harness and 
doors are secure. No flaps and no trimmer.  I do a test of each magneto and check for full and free 
movement of controls.  From the runup slab of concrete I do a “running start” to the threshold so as 
to gain some momentum as soon as possible and then apply full throttle. This slightly increases the 
volume of the engine sound, but there is no dramatic kick in the back from rapidly increased thrust. 
Nevertheless, we are trundling along the glass and hoping we can get up to around 50 knots in a 
few hundred meters. The C3 will levitate into the air when it is ready and will not be rushed. On this 
morning, that point of lift off is a bit more critical because of the runway incline but the amazing little 
bird doesn’t disappoint and we are into the air about halfway down the runway. With about fifty feet 
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under the wings, I stick the nose slightly forward and initiate a turn out east over the mielie fields 
and away from the tree line. 
 

   
 En Route to Middelburg                                   Aeronca from Below 
 

With the Aeronca climbing slowly (at around 150 fpm) I sort out my bearing on a handheld GPS 
which is hanging on the map pouch which forms part of the leather-covered triangle on the back of 
the fuel tank. Ahead lies a low cloud bank and the smog from the local power stations. Again, some 
uncertainty as to whether the visibility is going to be sufficiently clear at my low cruising altitude. I 
have the C3 at about 1000 feet AGL and as I nudge closer to the Witbank area, the mist seems to 
be in the hollows of the landscape and breaking up, so I press on, skirting around the major power 
station of Kusile. The air is almost dead calm and I can savor the experience of flying this simple 
and honest little plane with the sun catching the prop disc. It never fails to raise a chuckle looking at 
the partially exposed valve stems and springs working away and throwing occasional globules of 
lubricant into the slipstream and on to the windscreen. To my surprise we are managing to cruise at 
around 65 knots true air speed, which can only mean that there is a slight tailwind component helping 
to nudge the speed up from the usual 60 knots. This flight to Middelburg will be the longest 
undertaken since this aircraft was rebuilt. Captain Brian Stableford took it to a Rand Air Show a few 
years ago and I flew my Auster as the “chase plane.” It was a very special day because this was the 
airport where David Llewellyn ended his 1936 flight from England and we were on the same site 81 
years later. As I flew the very same aircraft on the first cross country flight that I have ever undertaken 
in her, I can only gain new respect for Llewellyn having managed a trans-Africa flight in a light aircraft 
of such limited horsepower. As you trundle along at a mile-a-minute you cannot help but be 
impressed that he managed the flight in only 23 days. This a plane where most of the traffic on the 
Pretoria-Witbank highway that I flew over was overtaking me! I have only ever flown this C3 as a 
single seat plane, but it was built as a two-seat type and Llewellyn had it kitted out with a second 
fuel tank in the right-hand seat and even a few blind flying instruments, including a heavy Sperry 
artificial horizon! All of this must have put him at close to the MAUW for the type. It also explains 
how he managed to do a landing in central Africa in a bush clearing at over 6000 feet (to sit out a 
storm) from which he couldn’t take off again. He then managed, with the aid of a mere six tools, to 
fit a pair of high compression pistons and these saved the day. In an era when the likes of Amy 
Johnson, Jim Mollison, Dick Bentley, Alex Henshaw and indeed even Llewellyn himself, were trying 
to set speed records to the Cape, the flight by the Aeronca was remarkable, not for speed, but for 
being completed on such a small engine, something of an unofficial record in its own right. It is 
shared with a Praga Baby, flown to Cape Town by HL Brook , also in 1936. (Incidentally I own the engine 

and the propeller of the Praga which survived until at least the 1950s as a glider in Cape Town and was then probably 
scrapped.)   
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Presidentrus                                                                            Witbank Airfield 
 

After digressing to fill in some history, back to the flight in hand. After traversing the smoggy 
surrounds of Witbank, the landscape becomes somewhat more interesting with some river valleys 
on the last leg to Middelburg. The thermal activity is also starting to become evident, which in an 
aircraft of such light wing loading can make for uncomfortable flying. So, I am happy to be on the 
last ten miles of what feels like an epic undertaking, having spent a decade only taking the Aeronca 
up on late afternoon local flights. As they say, everything is relative, so flying into a neighbouring 
province seemed like a big deal! I tune into the Middelburg frequency and can hear the radio patter 
of EAA members in the circuit. I am keen to get the landing over with, as this will be another first for 
me: landing this aircraft on a tar runway. I tuck into the circuit and hope that I will not be causing 
anyone behind me to have to overshoot due to the slow approach speed. Over the threshold and 
cut the power; trying to judge the height over an unfamiliar runway; add a touch of power, cut power 
to some popping from the engine as it goes through the dead spot in the carburetor and then hold 
off again, which puts one into the extended float that is another product of the low wing loading. 
Juggle elevator and throttle and then flare. As soon as the tail comes down she reveals that she 
doesn’t like tarmac and in a flash is heading off to the weeds on the left side of the runway. I kick in 
some right rudder and the huge size of that control rectifies matters, saving me from an 
embarrassing arrival. The landing confirms that touching down on tarmac makes the plane 
extremely twitchy on this type of surface. This was confirmed by the hugely experienced Brian 
Stableford from his sojourn into Rand Airport, so I take a little comfort from that and make a mental 
note to try and operate only off grass if possible. The addition of a tail wheel (as opposed to the 
original skid) introduces its own problems on tarmac. I taxy in to the area set aside for the display 
aircraft at the EAA Convention and join some interesting aircraft that had arrived the day before. 
Unravelling myself from the confines of the small cabin I am met by a host of fellow EAA members 
and day visitors from the district. They all have kind things to say about this curious shaped “Flying 
Bathtub” which is a unique sight in South Africa. I was pleased that I had made the effort to fly this 
plane into the convention and the interest displayed in it made it very worthwhile. Enjoying the 
bonhomie of fellow aviation enthusiasts is cut short by Pierre van der Walt who reminds me that I 
volunteered to help with the judging of aircraft. The rest of the day is spent in the pleasant company 
of the team of judges as we examine the efforts of homebuilders, the owners of warbirds and some 
new local designs. Pierre insisted that the Aeronca must be judged in the antique aircraft category 
and for this I recuse myself while the other EAA judges pore over the oldest flying aircraft in the 
country. Sadly, there is no competition in this category as the event has not attracted any other 
vintage production aircraft. That evening at the awards dinner my efforts in rebuilding the Aeronca 
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C3 (over a period of fourteen years) and bringing it to the convention are rewarded with the prize 
for “Best Antique Aircraft”. I was very proud to receive the award, albeit in a one-horse race!    
 

  
Award for Best Antique Aircraft 
 

Thinking back to the golden years of the EAA Convention at Margate, I remember that one of the 
awards back then was for “Most Meritorious Flight to attend” and I wonder wryly whether I would 
have qualified for that prize, although Keaton Perkins in the Mini Ace, the only open cockpit plane 
to arrive, would almost certainly have been more deserving, given that this was mid-winter! Next 
morning when I arrive at the airfield for an early departure, the overnight cold is very evident in the 
thick layer of frost on all the planes. We have to wait for the sun to do some natural “defrosting” 
which allows for refuelling and a quick cup of coffee. Due to a radio issue on my hand held, Grant 
Timms agrees to taxy out and depart at the same time in his Aeronca Champ. He suggests that we 
back track up the runway so as to allow a downhill run for the take-off. He has 65hp and is flying 
alone, so I imagine that he would be fine to take off in either direction – this must be for my benefit! 
Downhill and on tar, the C3 gets off quickly and we set sail for the west. Grant flies formation with 
me and gets some nice photos as we make slow progress home. There is a slight breeze on the 
nose and so the cruise speed is below 60 knots. Throttled back to stay with me, Grant is saving fuel 
and is happy to be my wing man all the way back to Petit. His Aeronca Champ is of 1947 vintage 
and we make a bit of aviation history by being the first formation of these two variants in South 
Africa.  
 

  
Vintage Formation                                                          “Flying Bathtub” 
 

On the flight home, I route overhead Witbank airfield which dates from before World War Two and 
which in the late 1930s had two Aeronca C3s based there as part of the fleet of Johannesburg 
Technical College, which owned four of them. A C3 hasn’t been seen over this airfield since the late 
1930s! Paul Lastrucci’s father-in-law remembered the remains of both the C3s lying behind hangars 
after the war (in part because the SAAF saw no use for any of the C3s and so did not impress them 
into military service during the war) and he donated a turnbuckle to me that was salvaged from one 
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of the wings. The last leg of the flight home to Petit is in a wind that is gaining in strength and 
arriving overhead the airfield I see that there is a quartering wind for runway 03. One last challenge 
for the weekend is to contend with this, but it ends up being a non-event and being grass, the strip 
aids in a gentle touch down. Grant flies on to Springs airfield and the “Aeronca Formation” comes 
to an end. The weekend is a reminder of how far light aircraft have come since the 1930s but also 
a chance to experience a little of what flying this aircraft to South Africa from England must have 
taken 87 years ago. It was an opportunity for me to make some happy aviation memories. My thanks 
to all who made it possible: EAA of SA; my wife Thea who was the ground support, and Grant Timms 
for flying the “escort mission” on the way back.  
 

  
Aeronca formation – a Champ and a C3     Safe on Ground at Petit                                                                          

_______________________________________________________  
Post Script: 
- In the article published in the previous edition of Contact, I mentioned that there was a plan to fly 
an Aeronca 100 from the UK to SA this year. Unfortunately, events in the Sudan have meant that 
the flight has been postponed indefinitely. - If you are interested in the 1936 Llewellyn flight to SA in 
an Aeronca C3, a friend of mine has made a short film about this feat which is available on                  
YouTube.  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


