
 

 
 
 

 

 
RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 193 

9th JANUARY 2024 
GREETINGS: 
 

After 6 weeks of sabbatical, a month in UK, it seems that we have slid sideways into 2024 – January 
already “op sy rug”… “The more things change the more they remain the same” in SA… South 
Africans “Living under siege” in rampant crime wave… more idiot foreign affairs stances (see next 
edition for opinion piece)… serial failures of SOEs, more fires of hijacked Joburg buildings… another 
earthquake in Joburg West… elections looming… Mad Hatter grandstanding (again) in Groblersdal 
… KZN Violence Inquiry highlights incompetence of Minister of Police, SAPS and National 
Intelligence… more arson wildfires in the Cape… Umhlanga main waste pump failure - massive 
sewerage spill on top of massive flood damage… massive tax hikes threatening -  to bail out multiple 
failures… not content with comprehensively destroying SA’s postal system, SAPO unbelievably  
wants to ban all courier deliveries under 1 Kg… KPMG out of court settlement with VBS Liquidator 
on R864 million damages claim in dead silence… Huge confusion over FNB app tap-to-pay 
shutdown… “Amapanyaza” “three month wonders” to be let loose on the streets – watch this 
space… NHI will have devastating consequences… and so more Storm clouds gather for middle-
class South Africa – the worst in 15 years… SONA will cost taxpayers R6.5 million, causing many 
South Africans to question if it's really worth it… Bafana Bafana crash out of Afcon… Rassie back 
as National Rugby Coach, Jaco Peyper joins the team… 

The King has cancer and will be postponing his public duties while he receives treatment. This has 
seriously bebliksemed the British media… Prince Harry rushes to his bedside… Gaza conflict 
rumbles on as Israel hunts down Hamas… Meanwhile, in Britain everything else works (sort of, 
strikes and weather permitNavy set to deploy aircraft carrier to the Red Sea in response to the 
deteriorating situation in the Red Sea, The Royal Navy is preparing to step in to replace USS Dwight 
D Eisenhower when it returns to America, as the Houthis warned of a “long-term confrontation” in 
one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes. James Heappey, the armed forces minister, said last 
Tuesday that the UK may “co-operate with the Americans” and step in to “plug a gap” in the Red 
Sea. However… HMS Queen Elizabeth broke down on Sunday, due to a problem with one of her 
propeller shafts.  Years of underfunding have left the UK's navy in a threadbare state, a report said. 
This comes as the UK is stretching its naval capabilities to counter global threats. 
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MOOI SKOOT, MAJOOR! GOED GEDAAN 22 ESKADER! 
 

 
 

Had it not been for the Air Force 22 Squadron commander who employed desperate evasive tactics 
on Friday morning as rebel gunfire ripped through the Oryx he was piloting, everyone on board 
would probably have crashed in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Shooting by the rebels 
– presumably the infamous M23 forces who had earlier said they were ready to fight the South 
Africans – almost completely severed a finger of Major Jannie Augustyn (39) and left one of his legs 
full of shrapnel. With him in the Oryx were co-pilot Major Harvey Strauss (40), flight engineer 
Sergeant Divan Adams (32), medical staff, and an Indian patient who was part of a medical 
evacuation. The shot that hit Augustyn’s hand lodged in the helicopter’s joystick. The bullet that filled 
one of his legs with shrapnel entered the helicopter from below, leaving an enormous hole in the 
aircraft. A medical orderly, Sergeant Mahlalela, was seriously wounded in the side when a bullet 
struck him below his bulletproof vest, after entering through the Oryx’s floor. His lungs were also 
badly injured, and he was immediately taken to a large hospital in Nairobi, Kenya. Although most of 
the salvos fired by the rebels struck the underside of the helicopter, it was hit at least 43 times. A 
hydraulic system that controls the lowering of the undercarriage was damaged and the fluid was 
leaking out. This meant that the injured Augustyn had to fly back to Goma himself. By the time he 
and his crew were on the ground, he was apparently already lightheaded from loss of blood. He 
underwent surgery at the military hospital in Goma to try to save his finger and remove the shrapnel 
from his leg.  It is not known how the patient who was being transported by the helicopter is doing. 
The incident comes shortly after the new Southern African Development Community’s regional force 
(SAMIDRC) began deploying in the east of the DRC. It will have to overcome the M23 rebels while 
the existing peacekeeping force of the UN withdraws from the country. The SAMIDRC deployment 
came after DRC President Felix Tshisekedi no longer wanted the UN force in his country. It is still 
in the process of withdrawing. Earlier, a regional force from East Africa was unable to contain the 
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M23 and other rebel forces sufficiently, in Tshisekedi’s opinion. South Africa has five Oryx 
helicopters in the DRC, but only two crews. With Augustyn out of action, this means there is now a 
single Oryx available for operations Along with the provisional forces of Malawi, Tanzania and South 
Africa, there are no other aircraft available for the SAMIDRC. The M23 rebel group in the east of the 
DRC, which is supported by Rwanda, warned a few weeks ago that they had decided to declare war 
on the SAMIDRC. The greatest damage to the Oryx in Friday’s attack is believed to have been 
caused by a heavy PK machine gun. One shot pierced the windshield directly in front of the pilots, 
while the rest penetrated the fuselage and undercarriage. This is the third time in the past three 
years that South African Oryx crews have come under serious ground fire. In December 2021, 
Corporal Tebogo Radebe, an operator of the Special Forces in Mozambique, died when the Oryx 
that was supposed to rescue him was attacked by insurgents. In February last year, flight engineer 
Sergeant Vusi Mabena was killed by a sniper’s bullet in the DRC and Oryx commander Major 
Omolemo Matlapeng was wounded in the shoulder. The co-pilot, Captain Mathew Allan, took over 
control of the helicopter and flew the injured men to Goma as quickly as possible. Tragically, Mabena 
died en route. In all three cases, the crew’s skills averted a greater tragedy. Initial assessments 
indicate that the Oryx will need significant repairs before it can be used again. Ironically, 22 
Squadron at the Ysterplaat base was this week awarded the Sword of Peace, the highest annual 
operational award in the Air Force. In the past few weeks, this squadron has also helped 
indefatigably to extinguish fires in the Western Cape and is one of the hardest-working units in the 
Air Force. That help has now also come to an end because the only available Oryx’s service hours 
before its next service have expired. The Air Force is suffering because of its dire financial situation 
and can ill-afford Friday’s damage. Experts have warned repeatedly that the regional force is 
unprepared and is tackling the boiling pot of violence in the DRC without clear financial guidelines. 
In the aftermath of Friday’s small arms attack on a SA Air Force (SAAF) Oryx helicopter attached to 
the United Nations (UN) peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the 
safety and capability of deployed South African military personnel and equipment has been 
questioned. The SA National Defence Union (SANDU), via National Secretary Pikkie Greeff, said in 
a statement it is deeply concerned about the recent incident and the “limited funds challenges” facing 
the entire SA National Defence Force (SANDF) must not be allowed to affect “safety and security” 
of South African military personnel. The military trade union wants “our troops” well prepared and 
protected with adequate equipment, supplies and have “the necessary combat support.” Democratic 
Alliance shadow defence and military veterans minister Kobus Marais said Friday’s small arms fire 
fusillade at the medium transport helicopter brought home – again – the “diminished capability” of 
the service commanded by Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo. “This event might have been 
averted had the ANC (African National Congress) not played a role in diminishing the capabilities of 
the SAAF,” he said, pointing “specifically to the lack of at least two Rooivalk combat support 
helicopters” for – among others – supporting medevac flights. This he blames on Thandi Modise’s 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) and SANDF Commander-in-Chief, President Cyril Ramaphosa. African 
Defence Review (ADR) Director Darren Olivier raised the lack of top cover for helicopter sorties, be 
they medevac or personnel and equipment delivery, a year ago. He is on record as saying budget 
cuts and withdrawals leave MONUSCO helicopters without Mi-24 or Rooivalk escorts. (DefenceWeb 

and others) 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE RUN TO FUND COLLEAGUE: 
 

   
 

Currently deployed to RAF Akrotiri, runners undertook a 25km route on 23rd December around the 
air base to cover the cost of a life changing operation for Corporal Andy Layton, an ex-Weapons 
Technician, who suffered a sudden, severe bleed on the brain over 2 years ago leaving him unable 
to talk, eat and walk.  At the time of his hospitalisation, Andy’s wife Helen, was 3 months pregnant, 
and as it was the height of COVID-19, regular hospital visits were difficult. Andy needed ventilator 
support via tracheostomy for 7 weeks and continued to require the tracheostomy over the following 
6 months to protect his airway through lack of function in his throat. Andy and Helen welcomed their 
daughter Lyra into the world in November 2021. “The 25kms of Christmas Fun Run is one of a 
number of fundraising events that the Squadron and others across the RAF have organised to help 
Andy get the treatment he needs. Andy is a friend and a popular member of the Squadron so this 
cause is clearly close to our hearts, and the response from everybody out here and back home has 
been outstanding.” Warrant Officer Grimshaw-Else. 
 

GENERAL SIR PATRICK NICHOLAS YARDLEY MONRAD SANDERS, KCB, CBE, 
DSO, CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF. 
 

  
 

In the latter role he managed the transition of his battalion to become 4th Battalion The Rifles, then 
seeing action at the siege of UK bases in Basra in 2007 during the Iraq War. On 25 July 2008, he 
was appointed a Companion of the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) "in recognition of gallant and 
distinguished services in Iraq during the period 1st October 2007 to 31st March 2008." Sanders 
became Commander of 20th Armoured Brigade in August 2009, deployed under Task Force 
Helmand to Afghanistan in October 2011. On 28 September 2012, he was appointed a Commander 
of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) "in recognition of gallant and distinguished services in 
Afghanistan during the period 1 October 2011 to 31 March 2012". He served as Chief of the Defence 
Staff's Liaison Officer to the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff in 2012 and Assistant Chief of the 
Defence Staff (Operations) in March 2013.In 2014, he attended the Prime Minister's COBRA 

Born on 6 April 1966 at Tidworth, Wiltshire, he is the son of 
Lieutenant Colonel John Sanders. He was educated at 
Worth School. He then went up to the University of Exeter, 
later pursuing further studies at Cranfield University. 
Sanders was commissioned into the Royal Green Jackets 
on 23 September 1984. He served as a subaltern in 
Northern Ireland during the Troubles and then undertook 
tours in Kosovo in 1999 and Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
2001. He became Chief of Staff of 1st Mechanised Brigade 
in 2002 and then Commanding Officer of 2nd Battalion the 
Royal Green Jackets in 2005. 
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meetings on the floods crisis. Appointed a Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath (KCB) in the 
2020 New Year Honours. He was the preferred candidate of the Ministry of Defence to succeed 
General Sir Nick Carter as Chief of the Defence Staff in 2021, due to his expertise in cyber capability, 
but Prime Minister Boris Johnson (typical political interference) picked Admiral Sir Tony Radakin 
instead. Announced in February 2022, Sanders became Chief of the General Staff in June 2022. 
 

SENDING A GUNBOAT – BUT… 
 

   
Navy set to deploy aircraft carrier to the Red Sea 

However, HMS Queen Elizabeth broke down on Sunday, due to a problem with one of her propeller 
shafts.  Years of underfunding have left the UK's navy in a threadbare state, a report said. This 
comes as the UK is stretching its naval capabilities to counter global threats. 
 

OUT OF AFRICA: 
 

 
A coveted Gipsy Moth is ready to fly out of Florida. 

RM Sotheby's is auctioning off the iconic biplane from the Academy Award-winning film Out of 
Africa this March. The American-made aircraft, which is still in working order, was famously flown 
by Denys (Robert Redford) in Sydney Pollack's 1985 masterpiece. In the seven-time Oscar-winning 
flick, Denys takes well-heeled baroness Karen Blixen (Meryl Streep) on a romantic flight over the 
Kenyan savannah. The Gypsy Moth is intrinsic to the memorable four-minute-long scene and also 

In response to the deteriorating situation in 
the Red Sea, The Royal Navy is preparing 
to step in to replace USS Dwight D 
Eisenhower when it returns to America, as 
the Houthis warned of a “long-term 
confrontation” in one of the world’s busiest 
shipping lanes. James Heappey, the armed 
forces minister, said last Tuesday that the 
UK may “co-operate with the Americans” 
and step in to “plug a gap” in the Red Sea. 
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plays a key part in the film's tragic ending. (Spoiler alert: Denys later crashes the plane and 
is killed.) According to the owner, this Gipsy Moth, a later production model with an all-metal frame, 
was built under De Havilland license by the Moth Aircraft Corporation of America in 1929. It was 
later one of the first American Moths to be brought to the United Kingdom, where it flew for a time 
while still on its American registration, “N585M.” It was eventually registered in the United Kingdom 
using its present number, “G-AAMY,” honouring Amy Johnson, in May 1980. Then-owner Cliff Lovell 
supplied the aircraft in early 1985 for the filming of Out of Africa, starring Meryl Streep and Robert 
Redford in the epic love story of the Danish countess Karen Blixen and British aviator Denys Finch-
Hatton. Reportedly Mr. Lovell rebuilt the aircraft’s engine before the plane was dismantled and 
shipped in two crates to Frankfurt, then flown in a German cargo plane to Nairobi, Africa, where it 
was reassembled and re-rigged for filming. Flown by Lovell and Jens Hassel, it appears prominently 
in numerous scenes within the film, for which it was temporarily re-lettered as “G-AAMT.” (Robb 

Report) 

HELL OF A STINK: 

 
 

An Air New Zealand flight travelling to Auckland from Taiwan had to be diverted because of an 
“unidentified odor” this last weekend. Flight NZ78 had to make an emergency stop in Guam at 
around 2.30am this morning due to an odor that couldn’t be resolved in-flight. Speaking to ‘Stuff’, a 
passenger on the fight called it “an electrical kind of smell” and said they now have to wait in Guam 
until tomorrow when they will be booked on another flight. “We’ve had no details on what is going 
on,” he said. In a statement to 1News, Air New Zealand confirmed the flight was diverted because 
of an "unidentified odor.” Chief operational integrity and safety officer Captain David Morgan said: 
“Air New Zealand flight NZ78 from Taipei to Auckland diverted to Guam this morning due to an 
unidentified odor in the aircraft’s cabin, which could not be resolved in-flight. Our team are working 
closely with customers on board to ensure they are taken care of and are working on options to get 
them to their destination as quickly as possible. “We apologise to customers impacted by this 
diversion and thank them for their patience while we work to get them to their destination.” 
 

NO TESLAS: 
 

Tesla hasn’t attempted to introduce its electric vehicles (EVs) to South Africa due to the country’s 
“super high” import duties, CEO Elon Musk confirmed on X (previously Twitter). “Import duties are 
super high in South Africa to protect the domestic industry,” said Musk in response to a query from 
one of his local followers. “Doesn’t make sense for Tesla, given that electric cars are not locally 
made.” At present, EVs imported into South Africa are taxed up to 7% higher than petrol and diesel 
cars depending on their country of origin, with an additional 17% “luxury tax” being placed upon 
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them due to their batteries, and 15% VAT also thrown into the equation. If these levies are 
applied to the recently-launched Cybertruck, it would cost in the region of R1.96 million to bring the 
electric bakkie into the country, compared to its selling price of R1.16 million ($60,990) in the US, 
found an analysis by MyBroadband. A dealer will also add their own mark-up on top of this if they 
were to try and make a business out of importing Teslas, which could easily result in the Cybertruck 
being nearly twice the price in South Africa in contrast to its home country. 

GINIEL de VILLIERS BOBAAS! 

 
Giniel de Villiers again finished in the Top 10 of the Dakar Rally. Picture: Toyota. 
 

De Villiers further enhanced his status as Dakar Rally legend on Thursday to become the first 
competitor in the history of the grueling event’s history to finish 21 consecutive races. 
The Toyota Gazoo Racing South Africa (TGRSA) driver finished this year’s race in Saudi Arabia in 
seventh place in the cars category to become the sole holder of this remarkable record. Going into 
the race, he shared the record with Yoshimasa Sugawara from Japan, who finished 20 consecutive 
races as truck driver from 1989 to 2009. Sugawara still holds the overall record for most Dakar 
finishes, having crossed the finish line 29 times. De Villiers, who again had Dennis Murphy as 
navigator, made his debut in 2003 in a Nissan and only finished outside the top 10 once. His eight 
podium places include one win in a VW Touareg in 2009. 

NO NEW DRIVERS LICENSE CARDS (YET) 

South Africa’s new driving licence cards will not launch by the end of March 2024, as former 
transport minister Fikile Mbalula first announced. Current transport minister Sindisiwe 
Chikunga recently told TopAuto that the Driving Licence Card Account (DLCA) is still procuring the 
printer that will be used to make the new cards. The department has advertised and withdrawn the 
tender for the printer on multiple occasions in the past few years. According to Chikunga, the tender 
“should” be finalised before the end of the 2023 financial year, which falls on 31 March 2024. 
Chikunga blamed several issues for delaying the finalisation of the printer’s tender. “Delays in 
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concluding this evaluation process have been occasioned mainly by the complex nature of this 
bid itself, coupled with the fact that the evaluation criteria also included a compulsory site inspection 
process as part of due diligence,” said the minister. 
 

STOP PRESS: AARTO: 
 

Phase 2 of the AARTO rollout – which will include the introduction of AARTO in the 69 municipalities 
across the country – was expected to begin on 1 February. This has been postponed until further 
notice. 
 

BOEING STOPPED BY FAA: 
 

As investigations continue into the Jan. 5 inflight loss of an exit door plug on an Alaska Airlines 737-
9, the FAA has taken the extraordinary step of denying Boeing permission to continue with its 
planned production increase of the twinjet. The action, which comes as Boeing is in the midst of 
ramping up 737 production at its Renton site as well as standing up a new assembly line in Everett, 
Washington, is part of a broader FAA reaction to the recent incident, which was triggered by a 
serious lapse in the manufacturer’s quality control processes. In a Jan. 24 statement, the FAA says 
it “informed Boeing it will not grant any production expansion of the MAX, including the 737-9 MAX. 
This action comes on top of the FAA’s investigation and ramped up oversight of Boeing and its 
suppliers. The FAA today also approved a thorough inspection and maintenance process that must 
be performed on each of the grounded 171 Boeing 737-9 MAX aircraft. Upon successful completion, 
the aircraft will be eligible to return to service.” (Aviation Week) 

DIRTY DIESEL: 

A recent probe by the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) found 70 filling 
stations across South Africa selling diesel that is watered down with illuminating paraffin for 
profiteering purposes. However, the investigation only saw 1,070 samples taken from randomised 
stations across the country and not from all of the 6,500-plus fuel retailers that motorists have access 
to, meaning it’s highly possible that more locations are still actively pushing contaminated fuels onto 
unsuspecting consumers without detection. With this in mind, DMRE spokesperson Robert Maake 
said there is one thing motorists can look for as a possible hint that a service station is selling dodgy 
fuels – the price. Speaking on SABC News, Maake said: “If you go to a service station and you find 
that the diesel price is too good to be true, you get a discount of more than R1.00/litre compared to 
other stations around, then you must be suspicious of that kind of diesel.” The good news 
surrounding the whole dirty diesel debacle is that well-established filling station franchises owned 
by major oil companies have been cleared of wrongdoing, at least for now. The 70 implicated 
stations were mostly independent dealers and “newer brands”, some of which didn’t even have a 
licence to trade fuel, the DMRE’s Tseliso Maqubela told Newzroom Afrika. The stations have also 
been served with non-compliance certificates and are no longer allowed to sell their product until 
the necessary remedial measures are taken. Unfortunately, the businesses that were identified as 
selling contaminated diesel cannot be “named and shamed” as a violation of this nature is classified 
as a tax offence. “Usually, when there is a tax offender their violations are never discussed in public 
until they have been taken to a court of law,” said Maqubela. “So, we really want these offenders to 
face the full might of the law, and we don’t want to prematurely prejudice any case that will be 
brought by the revenue service against them.” 

(Ah Well, it will all be resolved when we drive electric vehicles – Ed) (TopAuto) 
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CHEERS FOR NOW: 
 

The February lunch last Friday provided some pleasant changes. We did not hear one negative on 
the food, both preparation and presentation. The extra sauce was great, and the bread rolls were 
gratefully received as soon as they were put on the table. Again, a big thank you to the Chef for 
taking on board all our earlier comments. The service was very good again from Drew and his team 
who waited on us at table and with bar service. Jon has passed on our thanks to the Marriott team.  
Our next lunch on Friday 1 March 12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers will be followed by our AGM. 
Formal Notice of AGM will follow. Please diarise and join us to have your say in the running of your 
Club. No guests, please, as we report back and discuss Club affairs. Your Hon Scribe and Hon 
Treasurer are kuiering without adult supervision on the South Coast this week while the rest of the 
world goes by… 
 

TAILPIECE: 
 
If criminals kill you during a robbery, don’t attempt to avenge yourself. Wake up in the morning and 
call the cops. We will come and take a statement…. 
 

A woman has two missions in her life: to calm a man down when he is angry, and to make him angry 
when he is calm. 
 

Eleven official languages to choose from – and this government consistently talks k*k… 
  

Have a think about this!  For anyone who has the nerve to tell me that we need to pay for water - 
have a read:  
At first, I thought this was funny.... Then I realised the awful truth of it. Be sure to read all the way to 
the end! Think bin charges need to be added in too. 
Tax his land, Tax his bed, Tax the table at which he's fed. 
Tax his work, Tax his pay, He works for peanuts Anyway! 
Tax his cow, Tax his goat, Tax his pants, Tax his coat. 
Tax his tobacco, Tax his drink, Tax him if he Tries to think. 
Tax his car, Tax his gas, find other ways to tax his ass. 
Tax all he has, then let him know, that you won't be done till he has no dough…. 
When he screams and hollers; Then tax him some more, Tax him till He's good and sore. 
Then tax his coffin, Tax his grave, Tax the sod in Which he's laid. 
When he's gone, do not relax, it’s time to apply inheritance tax… 
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Accounts Receivable Tax; Airline surcharge tax; Airline Fuel Tax; Airport Maintenance Tax; 
Building Permit Tax; Cigarette Tax; Cooking Tax; Corporate Income Tax; Death Tax; Driving Permit 
Tax; Environmental Tax (Fee); Excise Taxes; Income Tax, Fishing License Tax; Food License Tax; 
Health Tax; Heating Tax; Interest Tax; Lighting Tax; Liquor Tax; Luxury Taxes; Marriage License 
Tax; Medicare Tax; Mortgage Tax; Pension Tax; Personal Income Tax; Petrol Tax (too much per 
litre); Property Tax; Poverty Tax; Prescription Drug Tax; Real Estate Tax; Recreational Vehicle Tax; 
Retail Sales Tax; Service Charge Tax; School Tax; Telephone Tax; Value Added Tax; Vehicle 
License Registration Tax; Vehicle Sales Tax; Water Tax; Workers Compensation Tax; 
And Now they want a blooming Carbon Tax!  
STILL THINK THIS IS FUNNY?? 
 

*************** 
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