
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 65 – 2nd JULY 2021 
 
GREETINGS: 
 

Day 463: Half way through this “Annus Horribilis”... The News of the Week – Jacob Zuma is to be 
jailed for 15 months for Contempt of Concourt, after an excoriating majority judgement by 
Constitutional Court Justice Kamp epée... “Go straight to jail” – or will he, in this Alice in Wonderland 
world?... Social media went crazy after Constitutional Court Justice Sisi Kampepe delivered Zuma's 
judgement, with many poking fun at the former president's fate.... Lockdown smackdown: Economy to 
take a fresh battering as Level 4 bites.... Level 4: Jail for going to church, or a sit-down 
restaurant??.... Richards Bay Minerals shuts down... The balance between livelihoods and lives: 
Industry mulls legal action against 4th liquor ban... SAB acts... ‘President has failed us,’ say 
hospitality sector leaders... 500 000 jobs lost (actually 552 000 according to Stats SA) since the start 
of the Covid lockdown (No, the President didn’t say that in his family talk)... Concourt clears 
Ramaphosa... Bitcoin Boiling over: South African brothers vanish – along with R51 billion in Bitcoin.... 
Major municipal strike on the cards for South Africa as union ‘gears up for war’... Slow Vaccine 
Rollout Could Hamper African Travel Recovery... SAA saga rumbles on (why don’t they go after ALL 
the delinquent directors?)... EOH slaps former chief executive with R1.7bn damages lawsuit... Vat so, 
Bohbot!                                                                                                                                                
Matt Hancock falls on his sword – but all this pales because England beats Germany: After 55 years 
of hurt, tears and misery, finally some joy. England this week made history - and created mass 
hysteria across the country in the process - by beating Germany in the knockout stage of a 
tournament... Covid loans: Fraud and error will cost UK taxpayers tens of billions, say MPs. Britons 
want to get back to work... The Lord Chancellor and park yobs all agree: it’s about how many mates 
you have... Statue to Diana unveiled - Will and Harry make up? Chinese Communists celebrate 
Centenary... so does the SA Reserve Bank, with a new R5 coin... 

"I don't like jail; they got the wrong kind of bars in there." 

Charles Bukowski 
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“SECRET” SPITFIRE SEQUEL: 

 

Air Commodore Suraya Marshall ADC MA LLB RAF has been announced today as the new Co-
Patron of the Secret Spitfire charity set up to honour the many who built the aircraft around Salisbury 
during the Second World War. The Air Commodore, currently the Commandant of RAF College 
Cranwell, will use her role as Patron to tell the story of the Secret Spitfires to further her work as 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) champion for the RAF; inspiring young 
people, in particular girls and young women, to pursue a career in engineering or piloting aircraft. On 
9 July the charity will unveil a new memorial consisting of a life-sized replica Spitfire commemorating 
the production of ‘Secret Spitfires’ and the thousands of workers who built them in or around 
Salisbury during the Second World War. These Spitfires were secretly constructed in response to the 
bombing of the main Supermarine factory in Southampton. The modern-day STEM work of the RAF 
and the charity reflects that the thousands of workers largely comprised unqualified young girls and 
women who went on to build over 2500 Spitfires in Salisbury, Trowbridge and Reading in sheds, 
workshops, garages, bus depots and a hotel.  Costing over £85,000 the memorial will serve as a 
lasting tribute to them. https://www.secretspitfiresmemorial.org.uk/  

 
FLIGHT LIEUTENANT JOHN “TILLY” TILSTON RAF: 
 

 
 
 

A War hero, who flew Spitfires for the RAF during World War 
Two and member of the Caterpillar Club, has sadly passed 
away aged 100. Known as ‘Tilly’, John Tilston joined the RAF 
in July 1940. After training on Tiger Moths, he was posted as 
an instructor to 5 SFTS, Tern Hill, and then moved on to 
convert Spitfires with 52 OTU, Aston Down.  An accident 
slipping off a Spitfire wing left Tilly unable to fly for several 
months. In March 1941, Tilly joined 118 Squadron and then 66 
Squadron, RAF Ibsley, on convoy patrols and bomb escorts. In 
September 1941, Tilly was posted overseas to Takoradi in 
West Africa, picking up Spitfires to fly over to Egypt. He then 
joined 601 Squadron in Libya, until he was shot down by an 
enemy aircraft flying over the North African desert. Tilly went 
on to Tunisia, Malta, and Sicily doing bomb escorts and patrols, 
before Italy and Anzio, where he engaged in attacking enemy 
trains and further patrolling activities. 
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He returned to Egypt in April 1944 to instruct on Harvards, Hurricanes and Spitfires in Ismailia, 
then to India as a test pilot.  He finally returned home to the UK in February 1946 joining 610 (County 
of Chester) Squadron to fly Spitfire Mark XIVs - considered by many to be the best Spitfire ever. 
Tilly maintained a lifelong passion for aviation, joining the Auxiliary Air Force 610 Squadron after the 
war and teaching navigation to Air Cadets.  He was also a proud member of the Caterpillar Club – an 
exclusive group for those who successfully parachuted from a disabled aircraft. Tilly’s funeral will take 
place on 6th of July 2021.  The RAF would like to extend its sincere condolences to his daughters 
and son - Ruthie, Cara and Peter and thank Tilly and all of the veterans on their extraordinary 
contributions during World War 2. 
You can listen to John Tilston recount his exploits through the Imperial War Museum audio file. 
 

SAAF LACKS REACH and RANGE: 
 

When he officially accepted command of the SA Air Force (SAAF) earlier this month (June), 
Lieutenant General Wiseman Mbambo identified combat readiness as a priority. However, back at 
the Ranch... The SA Air Force must be considered in three contexts — its primary role of air defence, 
strike and interdiction, and its roles as force multiplier for the army and navy. In the former it is 
somewhat better off than the army and navy, but as multiplier for those services it is sadly deficient in 
capabilities. 
For its primary role the air force has Gripen C and D “swing-role” fighters that can conduct air-to-air 
and air-to-ground missions, which are well suited to the air force’s needs, with a better combat radius 
than the previous Cheetah C and much better suited to deployed operations from austere locations. It 
is complemented by the Hawk Mk 120 as a lead-in type that also has ground attack and 
reconnaissance capability in its own right and can serve as a force multiplier “bomb truck” for the 
Gripen and the Rooivalk, striking targets they identify. Both types are nearing midlife but will remain 
effective for some time yet, given maintenance and upgrades. 
But combat aircraft are only as good as the weapons they can deliver, and the SA Air Force lacks 
any beyond-visual-range air-to-air missiles and stand-off air-to-ground weapons, and has only a small 
number of short-range Iris-T air-to-air missiles and laser-homing bombs. Delivery of the local A-
Darter air-to-air missile and development of the beyond-visual range Marlin are in doubt given the 
problems at Denel, and the air force lacked funds to acquire the local Umbani guided/stand-off bomb 
system, which is now also in doubt. In addition, it does not seem to have any antiradar weapons for 
air defence suppression. 
The Gripen is further restricted by the lack of any in-flight refueling aircraft, a constraint in a large 
theatre. Thus, for the 2013 deployment to Kinshasa on standby if needed at Bangui, they had to 
refuel at Ndola; a problem that delays deployment and telegraphs intentions. Air defence and air 
policing are hampered in turn by inadequate radar coverage of the borders, projects to acquire new 
radars having stalled for lack of funding and airborne radar systems being no more than a distant 
dream. The intended acquisition of A400M transports that would have provided regional airlift was 
cancelled on the basis of deficient advice from senior officials. Those aircraft could also have 
provided the in-flight refueling capability. As an enabler for Special Forces the air force is similarly 
limited, lacking suitable aircraft, though its light aircraft — Casa 212 and Cessna Caravan — have 
some utility in this role. 
As a force multiplier for the army, the air force has the Rooivalk attack helicopter and Oryx tactical 
transport helicopter, outstanding aircraft ideally suited to the theatre, complemented by A-109 light 
utility helicopters that could, suitably equipped, serve as scouts for the Rooivalk. But here too there 
are challenges: The Rooivalk fleet is far too small, with only 11 aircraft, and has no precision 
weapons, despite the Mokopa missile developed for it being produced for export. The Oryx fleet is 
also rather small given the range of tasks falling to it. Both also date from the 1990s and so should 
undergo a midlife upgrade. Another gap is the lack of heavy lift helicopters. 
The immediate and near-term requirements are primarily weapons for the Gripen, Hawk, Rooivalk 
and Super Lynx, a Rooivalk upgrade, coastal surveillance aircraft and, ideally, additional Super Lynx. 
Apart from the latter two, this could mainly be handled locally. The other immediate need is to 
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increase the funding for flying hours and maintenance: the best aircraft and weapons are 
only as good as the crews that fly them and the maintenance put into keeping them operational. 
Heitman (BusinessLive)  is an independent security and defence analyst. This is the final (Abbreviated) article in a series 
on the capability of the SA National Defence Force’s three combat services. (Via Gordon Dyne) 
https://www.saairforce.co.za/news-and-events/1700/sa-air-force-lacks-capability-as-force-multiplier-for-army-and-navy 
 

THE CUBANS ARE HERE! 
 

 
 
 

Eyebrows were raised in some defence and military circles following an Operation Thusano 
presentation to the Portfolio Committee on Defence and Military Veterans (PCDMV). 
Piquing the interest of at least some serious South African defence observers was the number of 
tanks said to have been repaired by Cuban military mechanics and technicians deployed in South 
Africa under the Project Thusano flag. Open-source information shows the only active tank unit in the 
SA National Defence Force (SANDF) – 1 SA Tank Regiment – has about 30 tanks operational and 
available. The unit is based in Tempe, unofficial armour headquarters of the SA Army and, again 
according to open-source information, consists of three tank squadrons each with 12 main battle 
tanks (MBTs). 
Another keen watcher of South African defence – government broadly in the form of the SANDF, 
Defence Ministry, Armscor and Denel as well as the private sector defence industry – asked bluntly 
why should so many Mk 1A tanks be brought back to operational level. 
Answering his own question and asking for anonymity because of close ties, he said: “In theory they 
would equip the reserve tank regiments but those units are in effect defunct, not having been trained 
on prime mission equipment or for their main roles in many years and being under-strength”. 
The inference drawn is Cuban military mechanics are, in addition to working on refurbishing wheeled 
vehicles including Rooikat armoured cars and Samil trucks, now doing the same for tracked vehicles. 
“These will, in all probability, not see active service with the possible exception of training,” 
defenceWeb was told. With regard to the Cuban military mechanics and the work they are doing it 
only goes as far as bringing vehicles back to so-called baseline status. “This makes them useless 
except for rear area work as it will be impossible for them to be supported on deployment.” 
defenceWeb’s informant asks why foreigners should be in South Africa working on “our vehicles.” 
“They are not familiar with the various systems which could be maintained and repaired either in-
house or by original equipment manufacturers (OEMs),” he said, adding the “real effect of the 
decision to import Cubans is non-employment of South Africans and giving the Cubans insight into 
some technologies, Rooikat and Olifant are examples, beyond their ken.” (DefenceWeb) 
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RAF SQUARDON BADGES: 
 

This is the last in the series. We hope you enjoyed them and maybe recognised or served in some. 
 

         
 

         
 
IT PAYS TO BE CAJEE: 
 

A pair of South African brothers has vanished, along with Bitcoin worth $3.6 billion from their 
cryptocurrency investment platform. A Cape Town law firm hired by investors says they can’t locate 
the brothers and has reported the matter to the Hawks, an elite unit of the national police force. It’s 
also told crypto exchanges across the globe should any attempt be made to convert the digital coins. 
Following a surge in Bitcoin’s value in the past year, the disappearance of about 69,000 coins — 
worth more than $4 billion at their April peak — would represent the biggest-ever dollar loss in a 
cryptocurrency scam. The incident could spur regulators’ efforts to impose order on the market amid 
rising cases of fraud. The first signs of trouble came in April, as Bitcoin was rocketing to a record. 
Africrypt Chief Operating Officer Ameer Cajee, the elder brother, informed clients that the company 
was the victim of a hack. He asked them not to report the incident to lawyers and authorities, as it 
would slow down the recovery process of the missing funds. Some skeptical investors roped in the 
law firm, Hanekom Attorneys, and a separate group started liquidation proceedings against Africrypt. 
“We were immediately suspicious as the announcement implored investors not to take legal action,” 
Hanekom Attorneys said in response to emailed questions. “Africrypt employees lost access to the 
back-end platforms seven days before the alleged hack.” The firm’s investigation found Africrypt’s 
pooled funds  were transferred from its South African accounts and client wallets, and the coins went 
through tumblers and mixers — or to other large pools of bitcoin — to make them essentially 
untraceable. China has recently escalated its crackdown on cryptocurrency trading after a frenzied 
surge in Bitcoin and other tokens over the past six months heightened longstanding Communist Party 
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concerns about the potential for fraud, money laundering and trading losses by individual 
investors. (Businesstech) 
 
MAYDAY: 
 

Whether we are aware of it or not, the uncertainty within the aviation industry since March, and 
before that for some of us, has had an impact on our stress levels. When our anxiety and stress 
levels increase, the quality of our sleep is affected. Do you find yourself waking up frequently 
throughout the night, or waking up and not being able to go back to sleep, or just waking up earlier 
than normal? If this sounds familiar and is a new occurrence, there is a good chance the stress of 
these times is affecting your sleep, which in turn has an overall effect on your quality of life.  Mayday 
South Africa is on hand to help: find them at:  
http://www.mayday-sa.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Sleep-and-Stress.pdf  
 

KARPOW! 
 

It was announced last week by the DFFE (Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment for 
those who don’t know your DFFE from your EFF) that the Turkish-led Karpowership SA consortium 
was denied the permits to proceed with what would have been a devastating deal for South Africa. 
This is thanks in large part to the investigative work of Daily Maverick’s Tony Carnie and colleagues 
at amaBhungane that started more than a year ago and brought the dodgy deal to light. 
 
What was the Karpowership deal? 
 

In an attempt to keep the lights on in South Africa and reduce load shedding, the South African 
government opened 2,000MW of emergency power supply for tender. The preferred bidder was the 
Karpowership SA consortium which was due to supply the lion’s share of the deal. Powerships are 
quickly deployed, utility grade power plants, available under Electricity Generation Services 
Contracts, Power Rental Contracts, Energy Conversion Works Contracts or Power Purchase 
Agreements all themed to meet the requirements of each off-taker and urgent demands of electricity.                                                                                   
Green Connection spokesperson Liz McDaid, who played a key role in derailing a $76 billion SA 
government nuclear deal with Russia in 2017, sent a formal complaint to Creecy’s department on 
May 30, calling for the EIA approval process for Saldanha to be put on hold on the basis that Triplo4 
failed to conduct an adequate specialist study of the potential impacts of underwater noise on the 
environment and marine resources of Saldanha Bay “in particular those on which small-scale fishers 
of Saldanha Bay depend for their livelihoods”, prior to submitting a final EIA report to the department. 
 
LUCID AIR: 
 

Tesla might be the first company that springs to mind when you’re in the market for a new electric 
vehicle, but California-based startup Lucid should not be underestimated. The firm unveiled its 
breathtaking Lucid Air vehicle last year, offering up to 1065bhp and a claimed maximum range of 517 
miles, and last month teased that its proprietary operating system that will connect drivers across the 
United States and around the world. The future is coming. Lucid Motors, Inc. is an American electric 
vehicle manufacturer headquartered in Newark, California. Lucid's other divisions include energy 
storage, and original equipment manufacturing. The company was founded in 2007. 
https://www.autoweek.com/news/green-cars/a36863630/lucid-air-to-challenge-tesla-model-s/ 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 463 days since the start of the great panicdemic, this is the sixty-fifth weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest (preferably not on the antics of Ministers (various) or 
NCCC!) that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained  through the lockdown, now back to 
Level 4. We’re hanging in there...                                                                                                                      
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Please continue to take care – we’ve made it so far – continue to keep safe in these very 
unsettling times: wash your hands, cover your face, make space, avoid gatherings (do not give the 
ungodly reason to persecute you further) Don’t spread alarm and despondency - the media is doing 
their best at that...remember that all this, too, shall pass.... Given the gloomy outlook we’ll keep 
informal lunches on hold for now and monitor further developments at Wanderers as they progress.... 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

I know a man who looked quite stable,  
Was that because he was under the table? 
Now listen to this, 
He was not pissed, 
He had merely dropped the restaurant bill. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road - maybe evading arrest for sitting down in a restaurant) 
 
Today I saw a dwarf climbing down a prison wall and I thought to myself: That’s a little 
condescending... 
 

In Malawi a book entitled “How to change your Wife in 30 Days” sold 2 million copies in one week, 
before it was discovered that the title had a spelling error. The correct title is “How to change your 
Life in 30 Days”. After the correction, in an entire month, only 3 copies were sold... 
 

“Lead me not into temptation”....Oh, who am I kidding? I know a shortcut! 
 

I’ll never be over the hill....because I’m too ****ing tired to climb it... 
 

Life is so unfair...Zuma is going to jail and we can’t even buy champagne to celebrate.... 
 

Beer doesn’t have many vitamins. That why you need to drink lots of it.... 
 

Rajeev has had it: Switches off phone; Throws away SIM card; Leaves SA to live in the Himalaya 
Mountains; Pigeon arrives with note; Opens note; POPIA Message.... 
 
A Testicular Tale: 
The doctor said: “The good news is I can cure your headaches… The bad news is that it will require 
castration. You have a very rare condition which causes your testicles to press up against the base of 
your spine and the pressure creates one hell of a headache. The only way to relieve the pressure is 
to remove the testicles.” 
Joe was shocked and depressed. He wondered if he had anything to live for. He couldn’t concentrate 
long enough to answer, but decided he had no choice but to go under the knife. When he left the 
hospital, he was headache free for the first time in over 20 years, but he felt as if he was missing an 
important part of himself. As he walked down the street he realized he felt like a different person. He 
could make a new beginning and live a new life. He saw a men’s clothing store and thought, “That’s 
what I need, a new suit.” 
The elderly salesman eyed him quickly and said, “Let’s see, you’re a size 44 long.” 
Joe laughed and said, “That’s right, how did you know?” 
“Been in the business 60 years!” 
Joe tried on the suit. It fit perfectly. As Joe admired himself in the mirror, the tailor asked, “How about 
a new shirt?” 
Joe thought for a moment and then said, “Sure.” “Let’s see, 16 and a half neck, 34 sleeve.” 
Joe was surprised. “How did you know?” 
“Been in the business 60 years.” The shirt fit perfectly. 
As Joe looked at himself in the mirror, the salesman said, “You could use new shoes.” 
Since Joe was on a roll, he said, “Sure.” 
The man eyed Joe’s feet and said, “9-1/2E.” 
Joe was astonished. “That’s right. How did you know?” 
“Been in the business 60 years.” Joe tried on the shoes and they also fit perfectly. 
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As Joe walked comfortably around the shop, the salesman asked, “How about new underwear?” 
Joe thought for a second and said, “Why not.” 
The man stepped back, eyed Joe’s waist and said, “Let’s see, size 36.” 
Joe laughed. “Finally I’ve got you! I’ve worn size 32 since I was 18 years old.” 
The tailor shook his head. “You can’t wear a size 32. Size 32 underwear would press your testicles 
against the base of your spine and give you one hell of a headache.” 
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