
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 75  
10th SEPTEMBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 533...This week sees the 20th Anniversary of 9/11. How the world has changed since then, and suffers 
pervasive terrorism, sponsored by either the Soviets or communist Chinese in their agenda of world 
domination. In our own backyard, Zuma paroled on Shaiky grounds... DA claims that National 
Commissioner Arthur Fraser "overrode" a recommendation by the independent medical parole advisory 
board that former president Jacob Zuma not be released on medical parole... Mantashe’s big push for 
nuclear power under fire... “Greenwashing” is an unsubstantiated claim to deceive consumers into believing 
that a company's products are environmentally friendly... Monkey business – Cape Peninsula baboon 
management plan a failure...Dung beetles shrink or die at elevated CO2 levels... 
Another day, another broken promise for “serial liar” Boris Johnson... UK tax at levels not seen 
since WW2... £600 million tax raid on dividends  - Johnson’s Tories are no longer “the party of 
business”... writing a GBP 12 billion “blank cheque” for an unreformed NHS is a “perilous 
gamble”... Pensioners to pay NI to fund social care... Priti Patel: Send them back: Border Force is 
training to use ‘turn-around’ tactics but France warns plan could endanger lives... Sturgeon to draw 
up blueprint on life outside UK... Bosses turn to ‘tattleware’ to keep tabs on employees working 
from home... Taliban ban protests and slogans that don’t have their approval ... they would, 
wouldn’t they? Taliban minister Haqqani with $10m FBI bounty on his head... After Louisiana 
suffered the brunt, parts of New York had a month’s rain in 4 hours, and severe flooding, due to 
Hurricane Ida... Mexico suffers 7.0 magnitude earthquake... Geoff Boycott: “England always 
collapse under pressure”... wait for the reaction... A new 12-a-side tournament was launched today 
which aims to become Rugby Union's equivalent of “The Hundred.” “World 12s Limited” – is 
nothing sacred? Harry and Meghan: “Escaping the Palace” plumbs new depths... 
 
ON THE ROAD BACK: 
 

Operation PITTING, the UK’s evacuation of civilians from Afghanistan, began on 14th August 2021 
as part of a multi-national extraction of entitled persons by respective countries.  Between the start 
of the operation and the final flight on 28th August 2021, in excess of 15,000 people were flown 
out of Kabul by the RAF as part of an overall evacuation of over 122,000. The Chief of the Air Staff 
had this to say: “Our operations in Afghanistan are now coming to an end and the last of our 
people are returning home. This has been the largest Royal Air Force airlift since Berlin in 1948. It 
has been a phenomenal effort in the most testing circumstances and is testament to the skill, 
courage and resilience of everyone involved. In the last two weeks, we have given new hope to the 
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thousands of Afghans we have moved to safety. It has been a harrowing end to the two decades 
of coalition operations in Afghanistan which have shaped the careers of many of us. There has 
been significant sacrifice, and I know that for some of you, your lives have been changed forever 
by what you experienced; support is there for you if you need it. Our operations since 2001 have 
denied extremists a safe haven to plot terror on our streets, and we should never lose sight of all 
that we did to improve millions of lives in Afghanistan during that time. This has been a whole force 
effort throughout, and I pay tribute not only to our regulars, reservists, civil servants and 
contractors but also to our families and loved ones who gave their unwavering support and made 
sacrifices of their own. I offer my heartfelt thanks to all those who served on or supported coalition 
operations in Afghanistan, and especially the historic airlift now coming to an end. Your service 
has been in the finest traditions of the Royal Air Force. Look back with pride in the knowledge you 
did your best when called.” 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston, Chief of the Air Staff. https://www.raf.mod.uk/news/articles/operation-pitting-
interviews/   
 

RAF LOSSIEMOUTH DOUBLE: 
 

 
 

RAF Lossiemouth celebrated two major events on 1 September 2021 with a new Standard being 
presented to CXX Squadron and the formal naming of the £100 million Poseidon Strategic Facility 
as the Atlantic Building. With the impressive Atlantic Building as a backdrop, flanked either side by 
two sub-hunting Poseidon aircraft, sixty personnel from CXX Squadron formally paraded for the 
first time since re-forming in 2020.  The parade opened with a fly-past of a Poseidon aircraft 
supported by a pair of Typhoon aircraft from II (AC) Squadron. Accompanied by the RAF 
Lossiemouth Pipes and Drum Band and in the presence of families and distinguished guests 
including local dignitaries and civic leadership, Air Marshal Gerry Mayhew, Deputy Commander 
Operations, took the formal salute and inspected the parade. The Chaplain-in-Chief and 
Archdeacon for the RAF, the Venerable Air Vice Marshal John Ellis QHC RAF officiated at a 
Drumhead ceremony to consecrate the new Standard. The Atlantic Ocean was, and remains, of 
vital strategic importance to the United Kingdom.  During WWII the UK required more than a 
million tons of shipping to be delivered per week to survive which was jeopardised by the 
devastating losses inflicted on Allied shipping convoys by enemy submarines.  CXX Squadron re-
formed as a Maritime Patrol Squadron and deployed to Iceland in 1941 where they served with 
distinction and courage in the Battle of the Atlantic rapidly becoming the most successful 
Antisubmarine Warfare Squadron in history. Today the situation is different, but the Atlantic Ocean 
remains as important to the UK and to the mission of the RAF as ever. Undersea cables provide 
internet links to the Americas, transmitting trillions of pounds of financial transactions which if 
disrupted could cripple the economy. RAF Lossiemouth’s sub-hunting P8s provide constant 
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vigilance to threats above and below the waves and protect the UK's nuclear deterrent. This is 
the frontline of UK defence delivered every day from RAF Lossiemouth’s strategic location and the 
building name reflects the heritage of the Squadron and the importance of the mission currently 
being undertaken. 
 
DIGITAL DUNKIRK: 
 

Just as the “Little Ships of Dunkirk” brought home their British soldiers and French Allies during 
WWII, the many small British ships that assisted the Royal Navy have become the symbol of 
plucky resistance in the face of Nazi strength. Using paddle steamers, pleasure yachts, trawlers, 
shrimpers, crabbers, and tugboats, as historian Angus Calder writes, to “bring the boys home.” 
Now, amid the chaos in Afghanistan, those in need of saving aren’t relying on boats, but texts and 
social media posts. In what has been dubbed the “Digital Dunkirk” and the “Lance Corporal 
Underground Railroad” U.S. veterans, service members, and other members of the public are 
taking up the mantle to provide paths for our Afghan allies past the “gauntlet” of Taliban forces and 
into safety at the Hamid Karzai International Airport. With the U.S. government seemingly failing to 
provide adequate administrative and logistical support necessary to evacuate tens of thousands of 
Afghan allies and their families, American veterans and civilians are now filling the void, providing 
ad hoc evacuation routes for Afghan men, women, and children. “We just built this network to 
figure out who’s going to get my buddy through the gate [at the Kabul airport],” Mike Jason, a 
retired U.S. Army colonel, told Foreign Policy. “And we just realized, there are a ton of other 
people doing it too.” According to Foreign Policy, a network of West Point graduates has set up a 
website called Allied Airlift 21 with step-by-step guidance for Afghans looking to get out. Even after 
the aircraft have ceased flying, the network continues to provide a lifeline. 
 
HMS BELFAST 50: 
 

 
 

This year marks 50 years since HMS Belfast arrived on the River Thames, opened as a 
museum and became an iconic London landmark. She is the most significant surviving Second 
World War Royal Navy warship. Since her launch over 80 years ago, she fired some of the first 
shots at the D-Day landings, served in the Arctic Convoys, and in the Korean War. On 6 June 
1944, HMS Belfast was the flagship of Bombardment Force E, supporting troops landing at Gold 
and Juno beaches. Her first target was the German gun battery at La Marefontaine. As a result of 
HMS Belfast’s bombardment, the battery played no meaningful role in the defence of the beaches. 
HMS Belfast is one of only three remaining vessels from the bombardment fleet which supported 
the Normandy landings on 6 June 1944. The other vessels are the destroyer USS Laffey, part of 
the historic ships grouped at Patriots Point, South Carolina, and the dreadnought battleship 
USS Texas at San Jacinto, Texas Though many of HMS Belfast’s veterans believe their ship was 
the first to open fire on 6 June, this wasn't the case. Lieutenant Peter Brooke Smith, who was 
serving on board HMS Belfast, recorded in his diary that another cruiser to the west fired first at 
0523. The entry in HMS Belfast’s log records that she opened fire four minutes later at 0527, 'with 
full broadside to port.' HMS Belfast was one of the larger warships in the fleet, with a fully 
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equipped sick bay, a surgeon commander and two surgeon lieutenants. At 1300 on 6 June, 
casualties began to arrive on board. In total, HMS Belfast spent 33 days in support of the landings 
and fired over 4,000 6-inch and 1,000 4-inch shells. The vibration of HMS Belfast’s guns firing 
during D-Day ended up cracking the crew’s toilets. On 25 June, during one of the quiet periods 
when fighting had largely moved out of range of HMS Belfast’s guns, some of the unoccupied 
members of the crew were chosen to form working parties to go ashore and help clear the 
beaches. The entry in the ship's log states: 'Beaching working party ashore.' However, some 
members of the crew, such as Seaman David Jones, were not convinced of the need for these 
duties: 'There was a Beachmaster there. He was a lieutenant commander, I think - "do this, do 
that, push this, shove that" - we didn’t know what we were achieving really, we just did what we 
were told.' The invasion of Normandy was the last time HMS Belfast fired her guns during the 
Second World War. In July, she set sail for Plymouth Devonport and a well-earned refit, before 
being despatched to the Far East. 
 

HANDLEY PAGE VICTOR XH648: 
 

 
 

XH648 first flew on 27th November 1959 and was delivered to 57 Squadron at RAF Honington in 
December 1959. In October 1960 she was returned to HP at Radlett and converted to a B.1A (lots 
of new ECM equipment, uprated engines, improved radar and radio etc.) and returned to the RAF 
in May 1961 - 15 Squadron at RAF Cottesmore. During 1962/63 she was part of Exercise Profiteer 
during the Indonesian Confrontation. In April 1964 she was assigned to 55 Squadron, and began 
low level sorties, losing her white paintwork and gaining green/grey camouflage instead. 
With the grounding of the Valiant fleet due to spar fatigue issues, an urgent need for replacement 
tankers was identified and XH648 was selected to be one of six B.1s converted to two-point tanker 
status. This meant she retained the ability to go and bomb something if need be, and resulted in a 
change of designation from K.1A to B.1A (K2P). Returned to 55 Squadron at RAF Honington in 
April 1965, they soon moved to RAF Marham, and when they began converting to Victor K.2s in 
June 1975, XH648 moved to 57 Squadron for a final year of service before being retired to Duxford 
on 2nd June 1976. While at Duxford, Duxford Aviation Society members kept the airframe 'live' 
and regularly exercised many of her systems including flying control demonstrations, bomb bay 
openings, refuelling hose extensions and so on. She had a lot of work done on her between 1986 
and 1989, culminating in a repaint which left her in superb condition. However the IWM 
management decided her gloss finish was not accurate (despite being far more practical) and 
ordered a matt varnish to be applied. A chemical reaction between the paint and the varnish left 
her looking absolutely awful within a matter of months, and the management also forbid any further 
demonstrations of her systems due to the dreaded 'Health & Safety.' The result was a forlorn and 
sad looking aircraft. Thankfully during 2007 XH648 was moved indoors to the AirSpace hangar 
and finally in 2016 an in-depth restoration was begun, which has seen the airframe dismantled and 
being brought back to bare metal - a really thorough job seems to be in progress. This particular 
aircraft was one of the 3 V Bombers that visited the Central African Federation in August 1959. 
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There is a tail-on picture of the aircraft featuring the iconic “T-Tail” in front of the then CAA 
Hangar at Salisbury International Airport. 
 
BOEING’S TANKER LOSES THE PILOT: 
   

 
 

Forget single-pilot operations: Boeing has gone one step further by conducting the first-ever air-to-
air refuelling by an unmanned aircraft. On 4th June its MQ-25 T1 Stingray drone autonomously 
deployed its hose and drogue and passed fuel to a US Navy Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet. TheT1 
will undertake deck handling trials aboard a US Navy carrier in Norfolk, Virginia, later this year. 
Boeing will build seven more test aircraft under a contract which foresees the MQ-25 replacing 
F/A-18s in their current tanking role. 
 
RAF PUMA AT 50: 
 

 
 

To commemorate 50 years of RAF service, Westland Puma HC.2 XW224 has been repainted into 
a unique scheme. The aircraft now carries two-tone camouflage similar to that which the first Puma 
HC.1s were painted in when they were delivered in 1971 but with several notable differences. The 
engine housing boasts the badges of all the squadrons which have flown the Puma, the standard 
RAF logo has been replaced with the bespoke Puma 50 logo and – most obviously – the tail fin is 
emblazoned with the union flag. On 7th July XW224 led a formation of eight Pumas on a training 
sortie around the UK, overflying sites that hold historical significance for the Puma Force as well as 
those that provide support to delivering the current operational capability. 
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BRANSON BRAZENS IT... 
                                                                                                              

 
 

Richard Branson floats in zero gravity on board Virgin Galactic's VSS Unity after reaching the edge 
of space on 11th July. This was the company’s first fully crewed test flight and Branson was one of 
six Virgin Galactic employees who strapped in for the mission, which was touted as“… a precursor 
to a new era of space tourism”. Unity was carried aloft from Spaceport America near Truth or 
Consequences, New Mexico below the VMS Eve mothership (named after Branson's late mother) 
and released at 46,000 feet before pilots Dave Mackay and Michael Masucci ignited its rocket, 
sending it some 53miles high. "We’re here to make space more accessible to all," proclaimed 
Branson following the flight. Virgin Galactic will have competition from Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin, 
which was due to launch its first flight on 20th September, and Elon Musk’s SpaceX, which hopes 
to send its first all-civilian crew into orbit in September. However, the US Federal Aviation 
Administration has since grounded Virgin Galactic missions as it investigates how Sir Richard 
Branson's recent space flight drifted off course during its climb skyward. 
 
OPPORTUNITY LOST: 
                                                                                                              
One of the less visible but more serious consequences of SAA’s demise is the loss of SA’s 
position as an African hub and the significant benefits that accrued from that.  Ethiopian Airlines 
Group and the Boeing Company have signed a strategic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
positioning Ethiopia as an aviation hub for Africa. Building on the two parties’ seventy years of 
shared history in aviation, the MoU aims at positioning Ethiopia as Africa’s aviation hub - “Ethiopia 
for Africa.” Boeing has recognized Ethiopia as a global aviation leader in the continent. The MoU is 
indicative of Boeing and Ethiopian Airlines interest to establish a mutually beneficial world class 
aviation partnership. To realize their shared vision, Ethiopia and Boeing have agreed to work in 
partnership in four areas of strategic collaboration namely: Industrial Development, Advanced 
Aviation Training, Educational Partnership, and Leadership Development in a span of three years. 
To this effect, joint multidisciplinary teams have been established to implement the strategic 
partnership and important milestones have already been registered. Ethiopia and Boeing desire 
Ethiopian Aviation Academy to be recognized as a global standard for aviation training. Boeing is 
committed to developing Ethiopia’s manufacturing capability and aftermarket aviation service. 
Through this MoU, Boeing and Ethiopian Airlines will partner to advance capabilities to compete 
globally. They seek to build a 21st century pipeline for aviation careers in Ethiopia. They will 
collaborate with highly qualified educational institutions and aviation industry partners to create 
specialized learning and development programs to meet workforce demands. Boeing and 
Ethiopian will also work together to develop current and future generations of leaders in Ethiopia 
for Africa. (Sent in by Bruce Prescott) 
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ZULU DAWN: 
 

In 1978 an English / American film company, Samarkand came to South Africa to make the 
film Zulu Dawn, about the worst military defeat ever suffered by a white British army at the hands 
of a black army in South African history. This happened at a place called Isandlwana in Zululand in 
1879. Matthew “Midge” Carter was appointed the military advisor and wrote an engrossing and 
amusing record of the challenges to historical accuracy. One was a replica British field gun: “The 
cloud of grey smoke cleared away with the echo of the gun shot. The crowd of senior film 
personnel stood back watching the test firing of a British field gun made expressly for the 
film Zulu Dawn. To me, as military advisor, it was incredulous. The gun did the most remarkable 
gyrations along the ground, defying realistic imagination. By the looks of delight on most of the 
faces about me, the antics of the gun were lost to most but me. 
What happened in sequence went something like this: 

1) the gunner chopped down on the lanyard (dummy) in the customary manner; 
2) instantly the gun was fired electrically – remotely triggered by a special effects man; 
3) half a second later the gun ran back in a delayed recoil and, 
4) instantly and entirely unassisted by the now unemployed gunners was thrust forward to 
position (1) by its own concealed mechanism. 

I protested to the director that this sequence was impossible and explained why. A hurried meeting 
was held with the special effects team who admitted that the device they had made and brought 
from Germany was made to suit a modern gun with a recuperator – not an unsophisticated muzzle 
loading British field gun designed well over 100 years ago. The system could not be adapted to 
work any other way due to the time factor, the only choice left was Hobson’s! Perhaps some deft 
cutting by the editor may be able to modify these sequences, otherwise you gunners please don’t 
laugh.”  
Excerpt from his book 'We Wander the Battlefields'. Submitted by Pam McFadden, Curator of the Talana Museum. 
Should you wish to read the entire book it is available on the Talana website. 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 533 days since the start of the great plague, this is the seventy-fifth weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest, that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained  
through the lockdown, until we are relieved! Thanks for the contributions! We’ll use them in 
successive editions...We’re all still hanging in there... 
Please continue to take care –Support where you can. Don’t spread alarm and despondency on 
social media – you may become the target of a showcase trial under new legislation... Remember 
that all this, too, shall pass.... 
 

We are on track for the Battle of Britain Lunch next Friday 17 September at Randpark Golf 
Club. As advised, this has to be strictly by pre-booking due to current Covid restrictions. No walk-
ins, so please book with bookings@rafoc.org 
All being well, weather permitting, there will be the traditional fly-past to mark the occasion, 
courtesy of Arnie Meneghelli and team. Overhead at 13h00 – so be in good time. We will serve 
lunch after the fly-past.                                               
 

Reproduced below is Part 1 of a recent article by the historian Leo McKinstry giving a fresh 
perspective of those stirring days of the Battle. 
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TAILPIECE: 
 

 
 
These days I get most of my exercise from shaking my head in disbelief.... 
 
A good man can make you feel sexy, strong and able to take over the world...  Oh, sorry! That’s 
tequila.... tequila does that.... 
 
Handing over my ID at the Post Office to collect a parcel and the cashier says: “You’ve aged quite 
a bit since this photo was taken.” “Yes,” I replied “I had it taken just before I joined this queue.” 
 
“Get this,” said a lad to his mates “last night when I was in the pub with you guys, a burglar broke 
into my house!” “Did he get anything?” asked the mates. “Yes. A broken jaw, three teeth knocked 
out and a pair of broken nuts... the wife thought it was me coming home drunk.” 
 
An Irishman finds a bottle at the beach, rubs it, and a genie pops out. The genie grants him the 
customary 3 wishes. First he asks for a pint of Guinness that never runs out. The pint appears he 
guzzles it down, and it fills right back up. The genie then asks, "What would you like for your 
remaining 2 wishes?" The Irishman replies, "I'll take 2 more of these please!" 
 
The Australian SAS came under attack recently by the notoriously left-wing ABC Channel, which 
may have sparked this story: A left-wing politician, a TV reporter and a SAS trooper were captured 
by ISIS. They were sentenced to death by beheading. The ISIS leader said they could have one 
last wish each before sentence was carried out. 
The politician asked to hear a rendering of the ALP's "It's Time".  
The reporter asked that the beheading to be televised so that even when he was dead; his face 
would be on TV. 
The SAS trooper asked to be kicked three times up the arse. 
This was carried out, as the last kick landed, the trooper pulled a hidden 9mm pistol out of his 
smock, shot three terrorists dead, grabbed a fallen AK47 and killed the rest of the terrorists. 
The other two were amazed, and asked why he requested to be kicked three times before drawing 
the gun.  “Because”, said the trooper, “when we get back to Australia, I don't want you pair of 
bastards saying it was an unprovoked attack!! 
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN: 
 

The Battle of Britain, which began 80 years ago this July, occupies a unique place in our island 
story. Its epic moral quality, representing the triumph of freedom over tyranny, continues to 
resonate to this day. The RAF’s victory marked a crucial turning point in the war; it was the first 
time the Nazi machine had suffered a defeat. If the Luftwaffe had gained the mastery of the skies 
over southern England in September 1940, the Germans might well have been able to launch a 
vast, seaborne invasion across the Channel. Beaten in the West, the Reich had to turn eastwards, 
to Russia, with disastrous consequences. 
What makes the tale all the more gripping is the narrow margin of the RAF’s success. The 
Luftwaffe had overwhelming superiority in numbers, with an attacking force of more than 2,600 
planes, including 1,200 bombers and 980 fighters. That compared with a total of around 900 
aircraft in RAF Fighter Command at the start of the battle in July 1940. Despite the heroism of the 
British pilots, the Germans’ numerical ascendancy began to make itself felt by the end of the 
summer of 1940. On 7 September, Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, the austere chief of 
Fighter Command, warned his fellow officers that his force was ‘going downhill.’ 
But that same day Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering, the head of the Luftwaffe, made a major 
error. Thinking that Fighter Command was finished, he ordered his planes to switch the focus of 
their assault from the airfields to London. The change in strategy brought carnage to the East End 
as the Blitz began, but it gave Fighter Command a vital breathing space, during which squadrons 
were replenished by new planes and pilots. When the Germans renewed their offensive on 15 
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September, they were astonished to be confronted by reinvigorated defences. Having 
suffered crippling losses, the Germans abandoned the struggle. On 17 September, Hitler 
postponed his plans for an invasion. 
The narrative of bleak adversity followed by the glorious salvation is a stirring one. Yet it can be 
argued that the RAF should never have been brought to the brink of defeat in early September. 
The fact that the Luftwaffe almost gained aerial supremacy was partly due to Fighter Command’s 
tactical inflexibility, poor deployment of resources and limitations in Dowding’s leadership, as well 
as longer-term failures in aircraft production. 
A widower of Scottish descent, Dowding was a somewhat incongruous figure to be a fighter 
leader. Aloof, cold to the point of frigidity, he was known as ‘Stuffy’ because of his social 
awkwardness. But he also possessed an unconventional mind that embraced vegetarianism, 
spiritualism and reincarnation; he claimed that in a previous life he had been a Mongol chieftain. 
This unorthodoxy extended to his work in charge of Fighter Command. A visionary technocrat, he 
not only presided over the introduction of the revolutionary fast Spitfire and Hurricane monoplanes, 
but also the creation of a sophisticated ground-control network which used information from radar 
stations and the Observer Corps to guide the RAF fighters to the incoming targets.  
Under this system, Fighter Command was divided into four geographical groups, the most 
important of which was No. 11 in the south-east of England, commanded by the purposeful but 
prickly New Zealander Keith Park. 
Throughout the Battle of Britain, the central aim of Dowding and Park’s strategy was to protect 
their resources by deploying only small numbers of squadrons on combat missions. Since Fighter 
Command was heavily outnumbered by the Luftwaffe, they felt it would be folly to send massed 
RAF formations into the fray. Caution was their watchword, attrition their goal. But this guarded 
approach could be counter-productive. In practice, the reluctance to engage in large-scale attacks 
allowed too many bombers through, bolstered German morale, and kept Fighter Command on the 
defensive. In one of his combat reports, the renowned RAF Polish pilot Witzold Urbanowicz 
complained that the enemy had ‘a free passage,’ when instead the RAF should have been ‘putting 
everything in the air and sweeping it clean.’ After the war, the senior RAF commander Sir Philip 
Joubert de la Ferté wrote that Park’s ‘spoiling tactics’ were ‘very exhausting for our fighters and it 
is possible that our losses were greater and our successes not so decisive as would have been the 
case if we had attempted to throw larger concentrations of our own fighters into the battle’.                          
(Part 1 of Series by Leo McKinstry in The Spectator, Sent in by David Haggie.) 
 


