
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 77  
24th SEPTEMBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 547... The small relief of Level 2 continued into another busy week.... Parades and Memorial 
Sessions resumed with a surge - Battle of Britain, Battle of Square Hill, Jewish Ex-Servicemen’s 
and International Day of Peace Memorial Commemorations all took place last weekend... The 
Puma Flying Lions performed a superb fly-past over Randpark Golf Course... Rumours of “ending 
the lockdown”... Lockdown will be lifted once 'sustainable sectoral regulatory measures' are in 
place... Ramaphosa mum on whether ANC were involved in July's unrest... “laundry list” of 
failures, scandals at dysfunctional, chaotic State Security Agency... SASSA benefit payments 
interrupted by IT hack... Magashule may approach Supreme Court to overturn ANC suspension 
(He would, wouldn’t he?) Eskom doesn’t deserve a cent of taxpayer money — Andre De Ruyter 
(How’s that??).... Cuban training for SA military medics, pilots with officers on strategic security 
programmes (HKGK)... SAMIM stabilises parts of Cabo Delgado as next round of US/Mozambican 
military training ends... UK ‘red list’ travel ban on South Africa stays in place... Springboks gave it 
away to the Wallabies in Saturday’s game – is there still hope for this weekend against the All 
Blacks?                                                                                                                                      
Elsewhere, Sir Clive Sinclair, home computing pioneer dies aged 81... Russia accused of 
undermining UK’s economic recovery – well, did we think they were going to subsidise the NHS?... 
Another Novichok poisoner suspect arrested... BoJo to meet Poor Old Joe this week – what 
witlessness awaits?... BoJo’s impassioned case for lifting restrictions on UK visitors to the US has 
been partly successful... The unravelling Afghan disaster - Taliban ban girls from secondary 
education in Afghanistan... Biden forgot Australian leader's name... France blindsided and 
affronted by last week's announcement of AUKUS nuclear-powered submarine deal... withdraws 
ambassadors in an act of almost comical sulkiness… BoJo and Joe “Astonished”... Myanmar's 
military junta massacred teenagers,   Biden administration sues Texas over pro-life law. Did 
Stewards get it wrong in blaming Verstappen for the F1 accident with Hamilton? 
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN COMMEMORATIONS? 
 

                                                 
 

BBMF: 
 

         
                                
The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight headlined at Duxford Air Show last weekend after a washout 
season which has seen events at Fairford and Cosford cancelled over continuing Covid fears. 
Duxford Battle of Britain Air Show was one of the only in-person air shows taking place in the UK 
this year. The two-day spectacular paid homage to the air icons of the Battle of Britain and 
featured a host of 40s-style entertainments. This year’s event also included a Great War Display 
Team staging a dogfight with authentic World War I aircraft. The highlight of the show was the 
BBMF Lancaster, now one of just two airworthy Lancs in the world, and a formation of 14 Spitfires 
performing together for the first time. Event manager Phil Hood said: “The Battle of Britain Air 
Show is always a very special event. We get to pay homage to the iconic Spitfire, an aircraft with a 
very close association to Duxford as the first station to receive it in 1939.” 
Go to: www.iwm.org.uk  for details. 
 

 

Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and 
The Duchess of Cornwall attended a Service of 
Thanksgiving and Rededication on Battle of Britain 
Sunday at Westminster Abbey on Sunday 
19th September 2021. The Battle of Britain, a 112-
day battle for control of Britain’s skies between 
July to October 1940, was the first major battle in 
history fought entirely in the air, and one which 
proved to be a dramatic turning point in the 
Second World War. The service was led by the 
Dean of Westminster, the Very Reverend Dr David 
Hoyle, while the Address was given by the 
Venerable (Air Vice-Marshal) John Ellis, Chaplain-
in-Chief of the RAF. Senior Aircraftsman Jessica 
Williams and Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston, 
Chief of the Air Staff, gave readings.  After the 
service, a Spitfire and a Hurricane from the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight took part in a fly-past 
over the Abbey. 
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THE WELSH, LOOK YOU... 
 

The vital role played by Wales in the Battle of Britain was remembered this week at another event 
in Cardiff, opening with a spectacular fly-past from the Red Arrows and the Chief of the Air Staff.  
The exhibition told the story of the Battle of Britain Fighter aces and Commanders from Wales who 
defended these islands from Nazi attack, and the Welsh airfields which trained Fighter Pilots. It 
featured Pilots like Sergeant Glyn Griffiths - a former Gas Engineer from Llandudno who shot 
down seven enemy aircraft.  It also looked at the role played by Welsh Squadron Commanders 
such as Edward Graham from Ebbw Vale who bravely led his flight of six Fighters to attack more 
than 50 enemy aircraft. The important job of bases such as RAF Hawarden in training Spitfire 
Pilots for the battle featured as did the role of the RAF's only fighter airfield in Wales - Pembrey in 
Carmarthenshire.  It told also of the 17 Welsh pilots who were killed in action during the battle and 
of the terrible price paid by Welsh cities like Swansea, where hundreds were killed in German 
bombing raids. Originally scheduled to be held for the 80th anniversary of the Battle in 2020, the 
event was postponed due to Coronavirus and is being held a year later in the week of Battle of 
Britain Day. That day – 15th September – is seen as the decisive day in 1940 when Nazi aircraft 
losses were so high that they knew they could not defeat the RAF and proceed with an invasion of 
Britain. 
 
FLIGHT TO VICTORY: 
 

Further to the Battle of Britain lunch, the following extract from a Penguin special “Flight to Victory” 
may be of interest. The book, written by Ronald Walker, was dedicated to his brother Pilot Officer 
Grahame Walker who was reported missing September 19th 1940. The book is an account of the 
Royal Air Force in the first year of the war and was first published in December 1940. It contains 
daily figures of both German and British losses for August through to December of 1940, and 
starts as follows:  
“One man had a vision of the future. He was Colonel J.E. Capper, one time superintendent of the 
British Government factory for the manufacture of military balloons. Lecturing to the United 
Services Institution in 1906 he said “There is another and more important phase of aerial 
locomotion which in the near future may probably have to be reckoned with… In a few years we 
may expect to see men moving swiftly through the air on simple surfaces, just as a gliding bird 
moves… Such machines will move very rapidly, probably never less than 20 and up to 100 miles 
per hour; nothing but the heaviest storms will stop them. They will be small and difficult to hit, and 
very difficult to damage and their range of operations will be very large.” 
It goes on to say “Thirty Four years later the Air Ministry War News Service of August 16 1940, 
stated Spitfire and Hurricane Pilots of the Fighter Command yesterday won their greatest victory 
over the Luftwaffe. They wiped out one third of the German bombers and fighters massed for what 
was to have been the enemy’s heaviest attack on London”. 
(Sent in by John Page, who says: “The fly past was spectacular although some golf players may 
not agree! A very big thank you to the team -- Keep up the good work – it is something to look 
forward to each week and always triggers memories of other events involving the RAF”.) 
 
AFGHAN ANTICS: 
 

As anticipated, some of the first-hand accounts of the Afghan airlift are now emerging.... RAF pilots 
who lifted more than 15,000 people to safety from Afghanistan have revealed how they flew into 
chaos as the Taliban seized control of the capital Kabul. Air Force crews launched 165 sorties 
from Brize Norton ahead of the evacuation deadline following the withdrawal of all US Forces after 
more than 20 years. They confronted scenes of total mayhem as tens of thousands of Afghani 
families fleeing Taliban reprisals swept into the Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul. Pilots 
had to abort landing manoeuvres at the last second as crowds swarmed across the runway and 
dodged vehicles careering across their path. Operating without air traffic control following a Taliban 
attack, crews in the first wave of sorties were guided in by US marines fighting to maintain control 
on the ground.  
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C-17 pilot Wg Cdr Kev Latchman missed a bus by just 10ft as he took off carrying 365 people in 
the aftermath of the suicide bombing which claimed the lives of 73 people, including 13 US 
Marines. He said: “I asked the Loadmaster – ‘how close do you think we were?’ and she used 
some interesting colourful language then said, ‘10 feet, maybe less,’ she was looking out of the 
left-hand troop door porthole window and could see the bus as it went underneath the left 
undercarriage and number two engine.”  
 

A400M - Pilot Sqn Ldr Mark Parker landed with 16 Air Assault Brigade troops on board as the fight 
for the capital reached its peak. He was forced to abandon his first approach as crowds broke 
through the perimeters and on to the runway but touched down on his second attempt as the fight 
for the capital escalated. He said: “We could tell the guys in the Air Traffic Control Tower were 
under direct attack and we could see smoke rising from the south side of the field. There were 
rounds hitting the ground around the aircraft. “We eventually took off and contacted our Command 
and Control, who told us that Kabul had just fallen. That didn’t come as that much of a surprise to 
us given what we had just witnessed on the ground.” 
 

Operating without Air Traffic Control, A400M pilot Flt Lt Neil Franklin navigated the 120 tonne 
transporter through airspace where rogue helicopters were swarming above the runway and 
launching flares during his first sortie – on his debut as a RAF Captain. He witnessed the 
worsening conditions on the ground as he made his first approach. He said: “There was a slight 
crosswind and we kicked off the drift at 100ft but we had to initiate a go-round because a civilian 
vehicle and three military vehicles drove across the runway. “I was in the left-hand seat and looked 
around, I could just see the vehicles go beneath us. There were several civilian aircraft parked and 
they were covered in people like flies.” 
 

Deputy Commander Operations Air Marshal Gerry Mayhew paid tribute to the hundreds of 
personnel who took part in the largest transport operation mounted by the RAF since the Berlin Air 
Lift in 1948. He said: “The vast majority of the RAF’s transport fleet has been involved in this 
operation, carrying out 165 sorties from Brize to the region – 100 landings in Kabul and then the 
hubs in the Middle East. “We have brought 15,000 out of Kabul in two weeks. It is a superb effort 
from everyone wherever they are, not just the air crew. Everybody has leant forward to do a great 
job”. (RAF News) 
 

GOING FOR GREEN... 

                                    
The Red Arrows are seeking environmentally friendly versions of smoke dye and diesel solvent as 
part of the RAF’s drive to cut its carbon footprint. Defence Equipment and Support has asked 
potential suppliers to come up with a ‘green,’ mix that can be injected into the hot exhaust of each 
jet to produce the display team’s famous smoke trails. With trails comprising 75 per cent diesel and 
25 per cent dye, the planes used 643,000 litres of diesel and 63,000 litres of dye in 2019. 
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THE WHISPERING GIANT: 

 
 

AN APPEAL has gone out for volunteers to help preserve a historic aircraft – the first Bristol 
Britannia. XM496 ‘Regulus’ (below) is the last full ex-Royal Air Force Britannia left in the world and 
since 1997 has been kept as a static display, housed at Cotswold Airport, formerly RAF Kemble, 
and looked after by the Britannia XM496 Preservation Society. Known as ‘the Whispering Giant’ 
because of its quiet exterior noise and smooth flying, the aircraft joined RAF service in 1960 at 
Lyneham with 99 and 511 Squadrons. It moved to Brize Norton in 1970 and was eventually 
withdrawn in 1975, moving to RAF Kemble for storage. The Bristol Britannia was the world’s first 
long range ‘jet-prop’ airliner. It was developed as part of the drive to re-build Britain’s civil aviation 
industry after the Second World War when the focus at the Bristol Aeroplane Company had been 
mainly on bomber production. The ancestry of the Bristol Britannia can be traced back to a 
specification issued by the Brabazon Committee in 1943 with the concept for a long-range airliner 
suitable for BOAC’s post war Empire routes. Retired Wg Cdr Brian Weatherley, from the Society, 
is appealing for more volunteers to help maintain the Britannia. He said volunteers don’t need 
expertise, just enthusiasm. 
Go to the Society’s website: www.xm496.com   for further information. 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 547 days since the start of the great plague, this is the seventy-seventh weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest, that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained  
through the lockdown, until we are relieved! Thanks for the contributions! We’ll use them in 
successive editions...We’re all still hanging in there... 
Please continue to take care – Support where you can. Don’t spread alarm and despondency on 
social media – you may become the target of a showcase trial under new legislation... Remember 
that all this, too, shall pass....                                                                                        
 

We had a great Battle of Britain Lunch last Friday at Randpark Golf Club. As advised, due to 
current Covid restrictions, no walk-ins could be accommodated, so thank you to the 38 who 
booked with bookings@rafoc.org and paid. We were treated to another outstanding, traditional fly-
past to mark the occasion, thanks to Arnie Meneghelli, Scully Levin and team. They were 
overhead at 13h00 and brought the games on both courses to a halt as they roared overhead to 
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mark the 81st Anniversary of the Battle of Britain. The photographer was Dewald van Breda, a 
Golf member, taken from the top floor with his professional camera. 
 

 
 

 
 

TAILPIECE: 
 

Gentlemen, get yourself an unvaccinated girl. You can’t take her to a restaurant and she’s not 
allowed in the Clubs, Follow me for more money-saving relationship advice.... 
 
QUOTABLE QUOTES:  (Sent in by Karl Jensen) 
 

~A hand that is ready to hit may cause you great trouble — New Zealand/Māori Proverb 

~ A quarrelsome man has no good neighbours — Benjamin Franklin 

~ You can't shake hands with a clenched fist   — Indira Gandhi 

~ Exaggeration is truth that has lost its temper —  Kahlil Gibran 

~ When you are caught up in a destructive emotion, you have lost one of your greatest assets: your 

independence — Dalai Lama 

~ If you kick a stone in anger you will hurt your foot  — Korean  Proverb 
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~ “Stop blaming outside circumstances for your inside chaos.” ― Steve Maraboli 
 
~ “You can't learn in school what the world is going to do next year.” ― Henry Ford 
 
The Young Doctor: 
 

A  young doctor had moved out to a small community to replace a doctor who was retiring. The 
older gent suggested the young one accompany him on his rounds so the community could 
become used to a new doctor. 
At the first house a woman complained, "I've been a little sick to my stomach." The older doctor 
said, "Well, you've probably been overdoing the fresh fruit. Why not cut back on the amount you've 
been eating and see if that does the trick?"  
As they left the younger man said, "You didn't even examine that woman. How'd you come to your 
diagnosis so quickly?" "I didn't have to. You noticed I dropped my stethoscope on the floor in 
there? When I bent over to pick it up, I noticed half-dozen banana peels in the trash. That was 
what was probably making her sick." "Huh," the younger doctor said, "Pretty clever. I think I'll try 
that at the next house." 
Arriving at the next house, they spent several minutes talking with an elderly woman. She 
complained that she just didn't have the energy she once did. "I'm feeling terribly run down lately." 
"You've probably been doing too much work for the church," the younger doctor told her. "Perhaps 
you should cut back a bit and see if that helps."  
As they left, the elder doc said, "Your diagnosis is almost certainly correct, but how did you arrive 
at it?" "Well, just like you at the last house, I dropped my stethoscope. When bent down to retrieve 
it, I noticed the preacher under the bed." 
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OBITUARY: 
 

This Obituary to a past CAS who, notably, rose from National Serviceman to command the RAF in 
a meteoric career is included in full as it is well witten, and also illustrates how a stellar career can 
be marred by...just one kiss! 
 

MRAF Sir Peter Harding GCB, KCB, CB RAF 

 
FORMER CHIEF of the Air Staff, Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Peter Harding, has died aged 
87. 
In 1992 he became Chief of the Defence Staff, the most senior British military post. Born in 
London, Sir Peter joined the RAF as a National Serviceman in 1952. He trained as a pilot before 
accepting a permanent commission. He was posted to fly the new Canberra bomber with 12 
Squadron, when he spent six months on detachment to conduct bombing operations during the 
Malayan Emergency. After training as a flying instructor he went to the RAF College Cranwell to 
instruct on the Meteor, where his students were too tall, as was Sir Peter, to fly the Vampire.  
After a two-year exchange tour with the Royal Australian Air Force flying the Canberra, he returned 
to the UK to attend the RAF Staff College before going to MoD, responsible for the postings and 
career management of junior officers. In 1966 his career took a very different course and he 
trained on helicopters before taking command of 18 Squadron based at Gutersloh, in Germany. 
The squadron provided support for the Army’s 1st British Corps, and it was in this appointment that 
Sir Peter began to appreciate the vital role of the RAF in the Central Region of NATO. In June 
1970 he began a series of high-profile staff appointments in the policy divisions of the RAF and 
MoD. Working at this level in a tri-Service staff was, “a very, very big learning exercise”. Promoted 
to Group Captain at 38, his career was being accelerated and after a further two years he 
assumed command of RAF Bruggen in Germany, the home of three Phantom squadrons and a 
Bloodhound air defence missile squadron, making it one of the largest operational bases in the 
RAF. His appetite for flying never wavered and he flew regularly with each squadron. He enjoyed 
the strike/attack role and later claimed that the Phantom was his favourite aircraft.                                                      
He returned to MoD as one of the Directors of Defence Policy dealing with strategy, which 
addressed the whole of UK’s Defence posture and budget. Promoted to Air Vice Marshal he was 
posted to Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) at Mons to the key post of 
Assistant Chief of Staff (Policy and Plans), where he worked for the charismatic US General Al 
Haig, the Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR). Sir Peter’s division was responsible for 
nuclear policy and for budgets and plans. At SHAPE he established close relationships that were 
to prove valuable in his later appointments. He became the Air Officer Commanding No. 11 
(Fighter) Group, which gave him an opportunity to fly the RAF’s latest fighters, including the 
Tornado. He was also responsible for implementing the plans for a radical re-equipment 
programme of modern radars and ground control systems for the UK air defence region.                                                                                                              
He joined the Air Force Board as Vice-Chief of Air Staff in 1982. He strongly supported the idea of 
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a European collaborative venture for an agile fighter and the Eurofighter led ultimately to 
today’s Typhoon. In August 1985 he became Commander-in-Chief at RAF Strike Command when 
he also held the senior NATO post of Commander-in-Chief UK Air. With the majority of the RAF’s 
operational capability under his command, he pursued his ‘people first’ policy with a heavy 
programme of visits to meet and talk with those under his command. He also flew the wide variety 
of aircraft in order to keep abreast of tactics and capabilities, and to have a better understanding of 
the pressures on aircrew flying combat aircraft. In November 1988 he took up his appointment as 
CAS. He travelled widely, both to RAF units and to foreign air forces where he took every 
opportunity to promote the RAF and the British aircraft industry. His charismatic presence, intellect 
and easy social manner made him universally admired. He was also able to demonstrate his 
capability as a pilot when he accepted numerous invitations to fly host air forces’ aircraft. Two 
years into his time as CAS, Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait and for the next few months the RAF 
involvement in the area, and the Gulf War that followed occupied much of his time. With the 
appointment of Air Chief Marshal Sir Patrick Hine, Commander-in-Chief Strike Command, as the 
Joint Commander of all British Forces deployed to the Gulf, Harding’s primary role in the MoD was 
to advise ministers and the other Service chiefs on air aspects of the campaign. He was 
particularly conscious of the role of the media and its influence on the morale of families. Within 
the RAF he created a special cell to keep families advised and he visited every station that had 
aircrews serving in the Gulf. With the invaluable help of his wife, who accompanied him on the 
visits and had private meetings with wives and partners, he was able to identify concerns and 
problems and offer reassurance.                                              
On January 1, 1993, Harding was appointed Chief of the Defence Staff that carried with it his 
promotion to Marshal of the Royal Air Force. During his 16 months in post he identified Northern 
Ireland, the conflict in the Former Yugoslavia, and yet another major cuts exercise in the Defence 
budget as the main issues that faced him. Most of the Northern Ireland activities were the 
responsibility of the Army’s Chief of the General Staff, but Sir Peter found himself increasingly 
involved in the early period of discussions to find a peaceful solution. After a flying visit to Bosnia 
he recognised the complexities of the situation in the Former Yugoslavia. Contingency plans for 
action on the ground and in the air had to be made, which were both militarily and politically 
complex. He had to argue strongly for the right force levels and equipment. The third issue that 
exercised him was the specter of yet another cuts exercise. He was not averse to surrendering 
some support areas to civilian contractors, but he fought hard to maintain the fundamental 
command structures with appropriate service staffing.                                                                                                                              
In March 1994, Sir Peter, and the then Secretary of State for Defence, Malcolm Rifkind, were 
alerted that the News of the World newspaper was to publish details of an affair that Sir Peter had 
conducted with Lady (Bienvenida) Buck, the young wife of a former Conservative MP. 
Masterminded by the disgraced publicist the late Max Clifford, Lady Buck invited Harding to lunch 
at the Dorchester where an undercover reporter recorded their conversation. The newspaper’s 
photographer captured a parting kiss. When the news broke, Sir Peter immediately offered his 
resignation. In a letter to him, Rifkind paid tribute to his “many years of dedicated service”, and 
expressed regret that, “we would no longer have the benefit of your advice and judgement.” Other 
senior politicians saw no reason why he should have resigned. Sir Peter was appointed CB (1980), 
KCB (1983), GCB (1988), and Commander of the Legion of Merit (USA) (1992). He was elected a 
Companion and Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society and a Liveryman of the Honourable 
Company of Air Pilots. Sir Peter Harding died on 19 August 2021. (RAF News) 
 


