
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 78  
1st OCTOBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 554 Court operations are being severely hampered as vital systems are still offline following 
an attack by hackers... Digital Vibes R150 million scam report released... Pillay, suspected 
"middleman" for Gupta-linked Trillian and Regiments Capital apprehended at O.R. Tambo on way 
to Dubai... ANC announces candidates, but still can’t pay staff... Home Affairs to expand online 
services and add more offices at bank branches – putting lipstick on the bulldog? The moribund 
SABC broadcaster recommends a "household levy system" based on “availability of service”... 
intended Free State victim shoots two armed robbers with their own weapon, third robber flees... 
The emergency warning blue lights fitted to registered police vehicles will be on from dusk to 
dawn... Eish! Some frightening deep thinking here.... Prospecting and mining threatens vulnerable 
West Coast... World Rhino Day: Kruger National Park population numbers may have dropped to 
lowest yet... Springboks had victory over All Blacks within their grasp last Saturday – so near, yet 
so far! And this Saturday? 
 

Elsewhere: “Free Britney” (Didn’t know she was in jail?).... energy crisis in China set to hit the 
whole world... Petrol queues and panic buying in UK... “Criminal neglect of our energy security”.... 
Drivers stalk petrol tankers and fight at the pumps as fuel crisis deepens... Army called in to help 
deliver fuel... Starmer accuses Tories of being ‘lost in the woods’... Risk of asking Putin for 
permission to boil kettle... Toilet rats! Vermin are all over Britain – and they’re climbing up waste 
pipes... the pandemic has left UK with a collective case of PTSD... North Korea fires 'missile', 
insists on right to weapons tests... Sturgeon's half-baked passport scheme unravels... Virgin 
Media’s recycling promise gets zero marks... Germany's paralytic compromise may destabilise 
EU.... French accuse Britain of igniting fishing war... holidays with a bang in the Canary Islands, 
with the Cumbre Vieja volcano eruption, and lava into the sea... Sadiq Khan: 'I need 24-hour 
security because of my skin colour' ...  
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ALLIED AIRCREW MEMORIAL: 
 

 
 

A new memorial commemorating the Allied aircrew of World War One and World War Two has 
been unveiled at Roderen, Haut-Rhin in eastern France. The memorial was commissioned by a 
local organising committee that was led by former French Air Force Officer Pierre-Alain Antoine, 
who designed, raised the funds, and oversaw the building of the new memorial.  
 

Originally conceived as a monument to one of the first US citizens to die during the First World 
War as a pilot, the organising committee quickly realised that many aircrew from the Allied national 
had died in the area during both World Wars and so the monument became a memorial to all of 
the lost and tells their individual stories. The unveiling was attended by Mr Sandy Moss, the UK’s 
Permanent Representative to the Council of Europe based at nearby Strasburg and Group Captain 
Antony McCord, the UK’s Air Attaché in Paris. Also in attendance was the US Consul General and 
representatives of the Air Attaches from the US, Canada and Australia together with local 
dignitaries, veterans’ groups and many children from the area.  They were also joined by relatives 
of some of the fallen including an Australian couple who had travelled to witness the unveiling. 
(RAF News) 
 
SOVEREIGNS’ PARADE: 
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Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal, was the Reviewing Officer for the Sovereigns’ 
Review at RAF College Cranwell, on the 23rd September 2021. The Princess Royal arrived on the 
College Parade Square escorted by the Commandant of the RAF College to take the Royal Salute 
whilst a Spitfire and Hurricane from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, RAF Coningsby, provided 
a fly past overhead.  After reviewing the graduating officers, Her Royal Highness presented the 
course prizes to the top performing cadets from the course. She also presented the Annual 
Prizewinners Awards to top performing cadets who have completed Modular Initial Officer Training 
this year and the first recipient to receive 'The Jackie Moggridge Spitfire Award.'                                                                                     
After the Parade, The Princess Royal met with the graduating Officers.  In keeping with tradition, 
she was then invited to plant a Cherry Blossom tree beside the College Parade Square.  
(RAF News) 
 
THE JACKIE MOGGRIDGE TROPHY: 
 

 
 

A new RAF Award was presented at RAF College Cranwell’s Royal Graduation on Thursday 
23rd September by Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal, to Senior Aircraftwoman Megan 
Gammon. The Jackie Moggridge Spitfire Award is in memory of pioneering Aviator, Jackie 
Moggridge, who was the youngest World War II Auxiliary Territorial Service pilot and who post-war 
became a commercial pilot.  Her daughter Candida Adkins instituted the award and it will be 
presented annually to the 'Best Female aircrew or engineer who has demonstrated outstanding 
potential.' Senior Aircraftwoman Megan Gammon, a General Technician Mechanical based at RAF 
Odiham, received the Trophy for demonstrating outstanding determination, skill, enthusiasm and 
teamwork in the course of her Specialist Professional Training. "My mother spent her life inspiring 
girls to fly and we hope that The Jackie Moggridge Spitfire Award Trophy will continue to inspire 
women to reach out into the world of aviation.  I also hope that it will inspire more female engineers 
to whom my mother was always so grateful for keeping her in the air." Candida Adkins, Daughter 
of Jackie Moggridge. (RAF News) 
 

Now the South African connection here is one for the books, although not mentioned in the official 
RAF release - it is great that Jackie will be commemorated annually at RAF Cranwell: Readers 
with serviceable memories may remember that in a late 2017 Newsletter, we mentioned Jackie 
Moggridge (1922 - 2004), who was born in South Africa and was one of the first female pilots to fly 
for the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA).  During World War II she ferried a total of 1,500 aircraft of 63 
different types, including numerous Spitfire V's. A Spitfire Mark V will be on show at the Museum's 
exhibition opening next April, to celebrate 100 years of the Royal Air Force.  Jackie, (born Dolores 
Theresa Sorour in Pretoria) joined the Hatfield Ferry Pool on 29 July 1940, being the youngest of 
the female pilots, aged 18, and delivered more than any other ATA pilot. She was South Africa’s 
youngest pilot of her time at age 17 years. A very interesting 2001 interview was published in the SA Military 
History Journal in 2003; go to: http://rapidttp.co.za/milhist/vol126sb.html 
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WILL BOND BE BACK? 
 

“No Time to Die” is a terrific movie: an up-to-the-minute, down-to-the-wire James Bond thriller with 
a satisfying neo-classical edge. It’s an unabashedly conventional Bond film that’s been made with 
high finesse and just the right touch of soul, as well as enough sleek surprise to keep you on edge. 
At 2 hours and 43 minutes, is the longest Bond film ever, yet it’s brisk and heady and sharp. The 
director, Cary Joji Fukunaga keeps the elements in balance like an ace juggler. He gets the details 
right — the split-second leaping-off-the-balcony action scenes, the menace of an assassin with a 
vagrant mechanical eyeball, the pernickety droll fun of Ben Whishaw’s performance as Q. “No 
Time to Die,” at heart, is a traditional Bond film, and that’s part of its pleasure. But it’s not just the 
running time that feels more epic than usual. The movie wants to do full justice to the emotional 
thrust of this being Daniel Craig’s exit from the series. And it does.... (Variety Review; Excerpt) 
 
NSRI AWARDS: 
 

The NSRI walked away with two awards at the recent International Maritime Rescue Federation 
(IMRF) Awards. The winners have also been nominated for Peoples’ Choice Awards, so get 
voting! – Link below. The IMRF Awards recognise search and rescue professionals from around 
the world for their outstanding actions and innovations. 
The first award was won by the team behind the South African JetRIB, which is a combination of a 
four-stroke Yamaha VX1050 Jet Ski with an extension hull and Hypalon pontoons for rescues in 
the surf. They were given the IMRF Award for Innovation and Technology. 
The second award, the IMRF Vladimir Maksimov Lifetime Achievement Award, was given to 
Patrick van Eyssen from Station 3 (Table Bay). Pat has been a crew member at Station 3 since the 
age of 19 and a rescue coxswain for almost as long. He is still an active coxswain and also 
mentor’s future crews. When asked about his proudest moments with the NSRI, Pat says that 
receiving his 50-year active service award, as well as passing on his knowledge and experience to 
younger generations have been his greatest achievements. “The NSRI is an organisation well 
worth joining, as it teaches you discipline, good camaraderie and various life skills,” Pat says. 
“There is no need to be nervous as all crew had to start from the beginning and training is done in-
house – you become part of the rescue family. All trainees and crew sacrifice a lot of time but all 
this is rewarding, especially when a life is saved. It is also giving back to the community and your 
country.”  
https://www.nsri.org.za/2021/09/two-awards-and-two-nominations-for-the-
nsri/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=September2021  
 
AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINES KARMA: 
 

The French are super pissed off with AUKUS re the cancellation of their conventional submarine 
business with Australia. It was VERY lucrative for France. Horace Blok received the following in an 
email from a friend who has allowed him to share this, which gives an interesting historical slant to 
the story. (He just doesn’t want his name shared)... 
“So, France is so cross with Australia for cancelling the submarine project contract, that the French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs on YouTube video insulted the Australians and the Americans. He said 
they behaved like Trump! He even insulted the former US President Trump about the lost 
submarine project. He behaved undiplomatically and then France recalled its ambassador in 
Australia. The French are behaving like spoilt brats! But the French forget about KARMA!! 
In the late 1970's the South African Navy had a contract with France for two new Agosta Class 
submarines and two new Patrol Corvettes (Aviso escorteurs) being built in France. The first 
submarine was close to being launched and the first of the two corvettes was already doing sea 
trials in Lorient for delivery. Without warning the French government cancelled the projects. Naval 
authorities in Lorient brought a tugboat alongside the corvette in the middle of the night and moved 
the ship to a berth behind a swing bridge so that the ship could not leave harbour - without 
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informing the Captain of the ship. The French Navy was afraid that the SA Navy would do what 
the Israeli Navy did with their "Vedettes de Cherbourg." 
 

The Socialist Mayor of Lorient wrote an open letter to the President of France that was published 
in the local newspaper demanding that the President kick the South Africans and their families out 
of France. It was a shameful and humiliating action by the French authorities. Several French 
naval officers came to the South Africans in Lorient and apologised for the behaviour of the French 
naval authorities. The then Socialist Mayor of Lorient, Jean-Yves Le Driant, the present 
(September 2021) Minister of Foreign Affairs, who was Minister of Defence  at the French-
Australia negotiations, was the very one who gave the SA families a hard time in Lorient!  
KARMA!!! 
 

And now France is the victim. Australia cancelled the French submarine project in spite of much 
negotiating. "Stabbed in the back" cried the French Minister of Foreign Affairs. “Recall the 
ambassador!!” That same guy who humiliated us in Lorient!!! Karma has not forgotten what the 
French did to South Africa, and now Karma is punishing France. I hope it is humiliating for, spot on 
target, Jean-Yves Le Driant. 
 

My advice to France is: Stop behaving like naughty children. You got your own back. Thank you, 
Australia. At age 81, I am one of the last living members of the project team at that time. 
Thank you Karma”. 
 
BRONCO BUSTED: 
 

 
 

The Paramount/Leidos Bronco II (which started life as the AHRLAC at Aerosud here in SA)) and 
MAG Aerospace MC-208 Guardian have been eliminated from the US Special Operation 
Command’s Armed Overwatch competition, leaving three other aircraft in the running for a roughly 
75-aircraft order. The remaining competitors are the Textron Aviation Defence AT-6E Wolverine, 
L3 AT-802U Sky Warden, and Sierra Nevada Corporation M28/C-145 Wily Coyote, Aviation Week 
reported last week. The Bronco II (Mwari) was offered by a team comprising Leidos, Paramount 
USA, and Vertex, with the aircraft carrying out flight demonstrations in June and July 2021. 
However, after several successful flights, the aircraft was parked on the ground on 9 July when 
one of the main landing gear legs collapsed, resulting in minor damage to the aircraft.  Although 
Paramount/Leidos were confident the incident would not affect its chances in the competition, the 
Bronco II is one of the first aircraft to have been eliminated. The remaining competitors are 
expecting an imminent request for proposals (RFP). 
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BLOODHOUND SSC LATEST: 
 

Ian Warhurst, who stepped in to rescue the Bloodhound project in late 2018, gave this update at 
the end of last month: “Apologies to all the loyal followers of the project for the length of time since 
the last update. In May we announced that the Bloodhound car has moved to its new location at 
the Coventry Transport Museum. This move was the result of a lot of effort by all involved to 
maintain the project throughout this very difficult 18 months period. 
First – I want to make it clear that the museum is not a permanent home for the car. With such a 
strong following, the car should be on display and accessible to those who want to see it and 
visitor numbers at the museum over the past month have benefitted as a result. Its new location 
also gives Bloodhound Education a second base centrally located allowing them to continue their 
fantastic STEM inspiration in collaboration with the museum. 
Now that the car is on display, the team can focus its attention on raising the necessary funds to 
complete the final record breaking phase – so this is very much still a live project!. 
The great news that I want to announce is that Stuart Edmondson, who has been the Engineering 
Operations Manager over the past 5 years has stepped up and taken charge of running the project 
and is the new CEO. This has allowed me to effectively pass the baton. Over the past few months, 
I have been handing over responsibility to Stuart as he prepares to restart fund raising initiatives. 
As we emerge out of the pandemic, and Richard Branson and Jeff Bezos fulfil their dreams of 
travelling to space, now is the right time for Bloodhound to burst back on the scene bringing 
excitement of supersonic, rocket powered travel at ground level attempting to set a new World 
Record for the next generations. I trust you will all join me in supporting Stuart as he searches for 
the last piece of funding. Thanks always for your unwavering support to this inspiring project. 
(BloodhoundLSR) 
 
BRISTOL BRABAZON: 
 

Bruce Prescott writes in from Howick with a link to this historic aviation moment in September 
1949, and some personal reminiscences: “130 - Ton Colossus Takes The Air (1949): As some of 
us SAA survivors may know, the Brabazon was flown down to JNB [Jan Smuts Airport] for its hot 
and high trials [as were the Concorde, Viscount, Britannia, Vanguard, HS-748, all of which I 
witnessed from the old DCA tower at the corner of the current old B and C terminals as a 
youngster and I as one of us old-timers [not Alzheimer’s!] recall very vividly having watched their 
operations and later having sat in the Concorde with Brian Trubshaw in the Concorde during their 
trials in the 1970s” 
See Brabazon history at the end of this edition, and the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XSNwQCOXSoo  
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CHEERS! FOR TODAY: 
 

Last night (Thursday) brought the welcome news that SA is moving to Level 1 of lockdown, with 
further relaxation of restrictions,  and the doubly welcome blessing of soft, soaking rain over many 
parts of Joburg. Enjoy the rain, and let's look forward to the complete removal of restrictions and 
the recovery of the travel and tourism industry, the ability to travel freely again as airlines 
progressively resume flights,  and the rebuilding of so many businesses, that despite severe 
damage, have managed to survive. The resumption of international tourism may be just what is 
required to kickstart our local economy.... While the Covid menace has not yet passed  it is 
passing.... we look forward to enjoying the camaraderie of monthly lunches in due course. 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

I said no to alchohol, but it just doesn’t listen... 
 

I quit drinking yesterday....But today I’m celebrating... 
 

In a society that has you counting money, kilograms, calories and steps,                                        
be a rebel and count your blessings instead... 
 

If a man says he will fix it, he will....there’s no need to remind him every six months... 
 

I was walking along East Beach in Port Alfred when I came across an oil lamp partially buried in 
the sand. I picked up the lamp and gave it a rub. A genie appeared and told me I had been granted 
one wish. 
I thought for a moment and said, "I want to live forever." 
"Sorry," said the genie, "I'm not allowed to grant eternal life." 
"OK, then, I want to die after the ANC government balances the budget, eliminates the debt and 
stamps out corruption!" 
"You sneaky little bastard," said the genie... 
 

When Jane initially met Tarzan in the Jungle, she was attracted to him and during her questions 
about his life, she asked him what he did for sex: 
"Tarzan not know about sex!" He replied. 
Jane explained to him what sex was. 
Tarzan said. "Oh, Tarzan use hole in trunk of tree!" 
Horrified, she said. "Tarzan you have it all wrong, but I will show you how to do it properly!" 
She took off her clothes and lay down on the ground. "Here!" She said. "You must put it in here!" 
Tarzan removed his loincloth, stepped closer and then gave her an almighty kick right between her 
legs. 
Jane rolled around in agony, but manages to gasp for air and screamed. "What did you do that 
for?" 
"Tarzan check for bees and termites!" 
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BRISTOL BRABAZON: “GOOD GOD, IT WORKS!” 
 

“I’ll fly the cockpit, and hope the rest of it follows me” Bill Pegg, Test Pilot. 
In December 1942, even as World War II was still raging, the British government felt sufficiently 
confident of victory to form a committee to determine what types of aircraft Britain’s airline industry 
would require after the conflict. Headed by Air Minister John T.C. Moore-Brabazon, 1st Baron 
Brabazon of Tara, the so-called Brabazon Committee came up with a series of recommendations 
for five different categories of airliners. By far the most ambitious was its “Type 1,” which specified 
a 100-ton, eight-engine, land-based airliner capable of carrying 100 passengers a distance of 
5,500 miles at a cruising speed of 250 mph. Eventually built and flown, and named after the 
chairman of the committee that conceived it, the Bristol Brabazon remains the largest airplane ever 
built in Britain. It also remains a subject of controversy. Some have described it as an engineering 
masterpiece and the precursor of the modern jumbo jet, but it’s also been dismissed as a useless 
and expensive white elephant that nobody in the airline industry really wanted. The Bristol 
Aeroplane Company was selected to develop the Type 1 airliner because it had already been 
working on a preliminary design study for a 100-ton, eight-engine strategic bomber. Bristol’s 
bomber design seemed a natural starting place from which to begin developing the airliner. 
Drawings of the proposed bomber indicate it would have looked a bit like the Convair B-36, with 
sharply swept wings that incorporated buried engines driving pusher propellers. Unlike the B-36, 
the Bristol bomber would have had eight engines, with pairs of power plants coupled together to 
drive contrarotating propellers. Although the engines’ direction was to be reversed to a tractor 
configuration on the airliner, the idea of using coupled engines to drive contrarotating props was 
retained. Bristol was contracted to build two prototypes of what it called the Type 167, with an 
option for 10 production models. Led by Leslie G. Frise, the design team included some of Britain’s 
brightest and most innovative minds. They were able to begin actual construction in October 1945, 
shortly after V-J Day, which was just as well, because it was to take them nearly four years to 
complete the first prototype. The Brabazon’s size was truly unprecedented. Fully loaded, it 
weighed 130 tons. The fuselage was 177 feet long, and its 230- foot wingspan was 35 feet longer 
than that of a Boeing 747. The engineering that went into the prototype was equally impressive. 
The cabin was fully pressurized and air-conditioned. All of the flight controls were hydraulically 
powered. To save as much weight as possible on the huge airliner, its airframe was covered with a 
stressed skin fabricated from light-alloy metal sheets of different, nonstandard gauges.                                                                                                                                   
The most visually striking engineering feature was the power system. Eight 2,650- hp Bristol 
Centaurus air-cooled radial engines were embedded in the wings. Each coupled pair of engines 
drove contrarotating propellers mounted on the end of a slim nacelle containing only the propellers’ 
drive shafts. The propeller pitch could be reversed to aid in slowing the airplane down after 
landing. The arrangement gave the visual impression of an impossibly large aircraft powered by 
four impossibly small engines. Even during the early stages of development the Bristol team 
recognized that the 21,200 hp provided by eight piston engines would be little more than adequate 
for an aircraft this size. The first prototype had to be built that way because the turboprop engines 
the designers really wanted were not yet available. The second prototype was to be fitted with 
eight newly developed Bristol Proteus turboprops, in coupled pairs similar to the first prototype’s 
arrangement. The Proteus would develop 4,400 hp - 66 percent more than the Centaurus.                                  
Simply getting the Brabazon built and off the ground entailed draconian measures. The 
gargantuan airliner would be assembled in a building covering eight acres. An entire village, which 
had survived the worst that Luftwaffe bombers could dish out in the war, was demolished and its 
inhabitants relocated to accommodate the 8,000-footlong runway the designers thought the 
Brabazon would require to take off. Although it was completed in 1947, such was the Brabazon’s 
unprecedented nature that nearly two years of ground tests were deemed necessary before it was 
finally cleared to take wing. In the meantime, many sceptics insisted it was too big ever to get off 
the ground, while critics complained about the £12 million spent to build it. The first flight finally 
occurred on September 4, 1949, witnessed by some 10,000 spectators, including more than 250 
reporters, photographers, newsreel cameramen, radio commentators and even television 
broadcasters. As the giant rose into the air, using only a quarter of the distance of the enormous 
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runway that had been built for it, test pilot Arthur J. “Bill” Pegg was heard to exclaim, “Good God, 
it works!” The Brabazon had a top speed of 300 mph, but at its cruising speed of 250 mph it could 
fly 5,500 miles. Rate of climb was 750 feet per minute at a maximum takeoff weight of 290,000 
pounds, and service ceiling was 25,000 feet. It could carry 100 passengers and a crew of at least 
six. Despite the fact that the Brabazon had proven itself in the air, it failed to win favour with the 
airlines - even Britain’s national airline, BOAC. The problem wasn’t that it didn’t fly well, it was 
simply that the basic premise upon which the design had been based was outdated. The 
Brabazon’s design grew out of the pre-war conception of air travel as a luxury reserved for the 
wealthy. Passenger accommodations within its fuselage were laid out on a scale far beyond even 
what we think of today as “first class.” Passengers were seated in private cabins that could be 
converted into sleeping berths. The plane boasted a bar, smoking lounge, dining area and even a 
32-seat cinema. The Brabazon harked back to the days of air travel on Graf Zeppelin and the 
flying boats of Imperial Airways. Small wonder such a large airplane could accommodate only 100 
passengers, and equally unsurprising that airlines of the late 1940s believed it would never be cost 
effective. Air travel had changed since the 1930s. The airlines no longer saw their planes as flying 
ocean liners. The cost of air travel was falling, and airliners were being transformed into 
aerial buses. Simply being able to fly across the ocean was no longer sufficient; airliners now had 
to be able to accomplish that feat while carrying enough passengers to earn a profit. Although the 
Brabazon couldn’t do that, the Americans had developed several airliners that could, including the 
Douglas DC-6, Lockheed Constellation and Boeing Stratocruiser. Significantly, BOAC took delivery 
of its first Stratocruiser only a month after the Brabazon’s maiden flight. The Brabazon performed 
many additional test and demonstration flights during the next 2½ years, but attracted no interest 
from the airlines. It was finally grounded in 1952 and eventually scrapped. The second prototype, 
fitted with the turboprop engines that were expected to boost its performance by 50 mph, was 
never completed. While many in Britain considered the money spent on the Brabazon wasted, the 
effort Bristol expended on it was not. The facilities constructed at Filton were put to use in 
developing the Bristol Britannia, a successful airliner far better suited to the air transport conditions 
of the day. Powered by four of the Proteus turboprops developed for the Brabazon, the Britannia 
weighed almost 40 percent less than its enormous predecessor, yet could transport the same 
number of passengers across the Atlantic at a cruising speed more than 100 mph faster. Bristol 
delivered 85 Britannia’s, not counting another 72 built under license in Canada.                                      
Although the most conspicuous aircraft derived from the Brabazon Committee had proved to be 
misconceived, not all its recommendations turned out badly. The committee’s work led to the 
development of several successful transports, including the de Havilland Dove, the Vickers 
Viscount and the first production jet airliner, the de Havilland Comet. As for the Brabazon itself, 
many historians still insist its main problem was not that it was a white elephant but that, as the 
predecessor of the modern jumbo jet, it was simply 20 years ahead of its time. 
(Robert Guttman, “Aviation History”, May 2014) 

 


