
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 80  
15th OCTOBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 568... Still hanging in there... Welcome relief as SA taken off UK “Red” list... Eskom load-
shedding crisis — big breakdowns at power stations.... SAA facing a backlash from staff, cancelled 
flights, and support problems... Mpumalanga MEC Msibi sacked over murder charges... Emfuleni 
(Vereeniging) worst run municipality in South Africa... Mogoeng Mogoeng steps down as chief 
justice... Electioneering in full swing – but no milk and honey in the ANCs promised land.... 
In USA: Poor Old Joe’s ratings tank – Independents baling... In UK: Failure to challenge Covid 
advice allegedly cost thousands of UK lives... UK PM in “complete denial” about this dire place that 
the country finds itself in... BoJo declares he has the "guts" to tackle problems his predecessors 
ignored... Furious drivers drag protesters from M25... UK football coach gets 25 years’ jail in Dubai 
over CBD vape... GP’s will be "named and shamed" if they fail to offer sufficient face to face 
appointments... congestion diverts cargo ships away from the UK... In Royal news, The Queen is 
facing the prospect of “searing” revelations in her Jubilee year, in a new royal biography... Prince 
Charles considers downsizing...  
Elsewhere: Control of IMF must be taken away from EU mafia... EU's four key proposals to end 
post-Brexit bickering and the “sausage wars”... Volvo recalling more than 460,000 vehicles 
worldwide over risky air-bag component that’s bedeviled automakers for years.... Dane hunts 
Norwegians with bow and arrows... Global energy crisis... Wildfires in California... North Korean 
bizarre military "show of force" 
 
LAST KNOWN BATTLE OF BRITAIN FIGHTER PILOT: 
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Group Captain (retired) John ‘Paddy’ Hemingway, 
the last known Battle for France and Battle of 
Britain pilot, celebrated his 102nd Birthday back in 
May of this year.  
Like with many events during the pandemic, 
celebrations were curtailed and localised with close 
family and friends in attendance. However, Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston, Chief of the Air 
Staff took time to visit and find out a little more 
about Paddy’s amazing career and life - during a 
recent visit to Dublin for a meeting with the Chief of 
the Irish Air Corps.              
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Paddy joined the RAF on a short service commission on 7th March 1938, gaining the rank 
of Pilot Officer a year later.  Following the outbreak of World War II, he was assigned to 85 
Squadron in France, recorded as destroying a He 111 on 10th May.  The following day, he 
destroyed a Do 17 and was forced to make a landing near Maastricht after his plane was 
damaged.  During the Battle of Dunkirk, he flew supporting missions over the English Channel. 
Paddy initially served in England with 253 Squadron before returning to 85 Squadron on 
15th June.  He was shot down over Eastchurch on 26th August, making him 85 Squadron's first 
official combat victim over Britain. On 1st July 1941 he was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. During the visit, Paddy spoke about his time in France during the turbulent period in May 
1940 when enemy advances led to the fall of France.  He also discussed the Summer of 1940 
when he flew multiple sorties daily in his Hurricane, in defence of the United Kingdom, in what 
became known as the Battle of Britain.  Other accounts including bailing out into the English 
Channel, Paddy’s RAF career until his retirement following a period as Station Commander RAF 
Leconfield and how the RAF has changed since World War II were recalled. (RAF News) 
 
CARRIER STRIKE GROUP 21: 
 

 
 
F-35B Lightnings from 617 Squadron have conducted Air-to-Air Refuelling from a US Navy F/A-
18E Super Hornet for the first time. 
The 617 Squadron jets are currently embarked aboard the Royal Navy aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth as part of the Carrier Strike Group 21 deployment to the Indo-Pacific Region.  The 
refuelling occurred during exercises with the US Navy aircraft carriers USS Ronald Reagan and 
USS Carl Vinson in the Pacific region. 
As part of this interoperability training, the opportunity was taken to conduct what is known as 
buddy-buddy refuelling.  The F-35B Lightnings, flown by RAF and Royal Navy pilots, regularly 
carry out Air-to-Air Refuelling from RAF Voyager aircraft but this was the first time they had 
refueled from a US Navy fighter jet.  
A Super Hornet configured with external fuel tanks and Air-to-Air Refuelling equipment provided a 
valuable opportunity to carry out this training and enhance interoperability between UK and US 
aircraft carriers and their respective carrier borne aircraft. 
During the exercise RAF Marham based 617 Squadron also took the opportunity to conduct a joint 
fly past with US Navy and US Marine Corps jets over the combined fleet of carriers and their 
escorts The UK Carrier Strike Group is now preparing for the return journey of the deployment 
through the Indian Ocean, Middle East and the Mediterranean during which further exercises will 
be conducted with other nations. (RAF News) See “Drone Surge” below. 
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BUFF CERP: 
 

 
 

The US Air Force has awarded Rolls-Royce a $2.6 billion contract to replace the engines on its 
Boeing B-52H Stratofortress bomber fleet [BUFFs], but surprisingly this did not go to a US 
manufacturer, like GE or P&W. The CERP (Commercial Engine Replacement Program) early 
proposals to re-engine the B-52H had focused on the use of four large turbofans, but the required 
structural changes were considered too costly. As a result, the CERP aims to replace each 
aircraft’s eight 1960s-vintage Pratt & Whitney TF33-P-103 low-bypass ratio turbofans on a one-for-
one basis. Installing the new engines is still a complex upgrade, requiring changes to the engine 
struts and nacelles, as well as on the flight deck. Digital prototyping is being employed to integrate 
the engines and associated changes in a virtual environment to establish the most cost-efficient 
and effective solution before making any physical modifications. As such, it is already in U.S. Air 
Force service with the C-37 and E-11 Battlefield Airborne Communications Node (BACN) aircraft. 
A considerably more powerful derivative, the BR715, powers the Boeing 717 airliner. Benefitting 
from a decade of technological advances, the BR725 was certified in 2009 with a larger fan and 
many internal improvements. With a maximum thrust rating of 16,900 pounds, its initial application 
was the Gulfstream G650 business jet, now followed—in F130 military form—by the B-52H. 
Continued development of the BR725 has resulted in the Pearl family that powers the Global 
5500/6500 and forthcoming Gulfstream G700 and Dassault Falcon 10X.                                    
CERP is likely to extend the life of the B52 by yet another 30 years. Amazing. 
  
CABO DELGADO: 
 

SADC has extended its military deployment to Mozambique's insurgency-hit Cabo Delgado 
province. Despite recent successes in countering the insurgency in northern Mozambique, it 
remains unclear how safe the region really is and how long the SADC Mission in Mozambique 
(SAMIM) will be required to stay to ensure peace and stability for the long-term. The general 
consensus is that SADC and Rwandan forces should be ready for an extended stay in the region. 
But what exactly should their role be and what will happen once they leave, given that the local 
police and military forces were unable to protect the region previously?    (DefenceWeb)                                                                                          
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ENA MITCHELL (103): WAR WIDOWS ASSOCIATION: 
 

 
 

A ROYAL Star & Garter resident has celebrated her 103rd birthday at the charity’s home in High 
Wycombe. Ena Mitchell was treated to a day of pampering by staff, who styled her hair and gave 
her a manicure. She also enjoyed a “socially distanced” party with other residents from the floor 
she lives on at the home. The Indian food fan also indulged in a curry lunch, specially cooked by 
the home’s chef.  
Royal Star & Garter provides care to veterans and their partners living with disability or dementia. 
The youngest of five children, Ena was born in Kingsley, Hampshire, on September 30, 1918, 
during World War I. Royal Star & Garter was established two years earlier to care for the severely 
injured young men returning from the battlegrounds of WWI. Ena married Bill, a soldier who served 
in the East Yorkshire Regiment, in 1939. He was one of the 330,000 troops successfully 
evacuated from Dunkirk in 1940, and four years later took part in the D-Day landings on June 6 – 
his 33rd birthday. Bill survived the offensive, but, on September 13 that year, was killed in Belgium 
when the Bren gun carrier he was travelling in to fetch supplies for his unit was bombed. Ena and 
Bill’s daughter was just two at the time. Later, Ena started fighting for the rights of the women who 
had lost husbands during the war and joined the War Widows’ Association (WWA). She began 
raising money for Royal Star & Garter after visiting its former Richmond Hill home in the 1970s 
through her work with the WWA. Over the next five decades, she raised thousands for the charity, 
often asking for donations to Royal Star & Garter each birthday, instead of presents. The great-
grandmother said: “I’ve had a lovely day. Thank you to all the staff at Royal Star & Garter who 
organised it and made it so special. I am a lucky lady.” The High Wycombe home is welcoming 
new residents, go to: www.starandgarter.org/hw for more information. 
As part of its Remembrance campaign, “Conflict Never Stops”, Royal Star & Garter will be 
reflecting on the service and sacrifice of veterans and others  (RAF News) 
 
MEMBERS GREETINGS: Ernie Todd sends best wished from UK: “Please pass on my very 
best wishes to all RAFOC members, I recall so many interesting lunches and Annual Dinners, for 
long years a big part of my life”. 
 
 
OUMA SMUTS AND THE CAPRONI 133: 
 

During 1941 a captured Italian Caproni 133 transport/bomber captured by South African forces in 
North Africa was flown down to South Africa by Major Cornelius van Vliet and Captain Doug 
Meaker. It was thought a good idea to offer Ouma Smuts, wife of General Jan Smuts, a flip over 
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Pretoria. She was accompanied for the adventure by a daughter and four of her 
grandchildren. Major van Vliet later recounted his recollections of the flight: 
“The Caproni had a form of ‘stable door’ on the port side. The top half of the door, when open, 
allowed for a machine gun. During a left turn over the city I was horrified to see all four Smuts 
grandchildren and Mrs J H Coaton (Ouma Smuts’ daughter) leaning over the top of the door to get 
a better view. I hurriedly changed the left hand circuit to a right hand, with visions of scattering the 
Prime Minister’s family all over Pretoria”. 
That was not the only momentous thing to happen during that historic flight: Ouma Smuts had an 
idea – why not use the Caproni as part of a nation-wide publicity campaign for the Air Force? She 
put this to her husband who gave his approval, and that was how the great “Air Commando” 
recruiting tour came into being. 
 

 
 

Standing with the aircrew: Ouma Smuts, Cecile Weyers, Lilian Coaton, Louis Weyers and Sylma 
Coaton. Note the children’s uniforms and Louis Weyers’ Wings! Louis was later to make good on 
his premature wearing of wings by flying both Harvard and Impala for the SAAF. He was also a 
most enthusiastic member of RAFOC. The ‘stable-door’ antic was, as might have been expected, 
his idea! 
With acknowledgement to Patrick Coyne, Daily News 2012 and Military History Journal Vol. 2 No.6 by Sqn Ldr D P 
Tidy (Sent in by Philip Weyers) 
 
'BEAM ME UP, BEZOS!' 
 

Star Trek's William Shatner made history last Wednesday afternoon as the oldest person in space 
after blasting off from the Texas desert in a rocket built by Jeff Bezos's company. The 90-year-old 
“Captain Kirk” actor boldly went where no nonagenarian has gone before. Mr Shatner's trip on the 
rocket system - developed by Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos - lasted about 10 minutes. The 
craft safely landed just after 10:00 local time (16:00 BST). Those aboard got to experience a short 
period of weightlessness as they climbed to a maximum altitude just above 100km (60 miles).                  
From there they were able to see the curvature of the Earth through the capsule's big windows. 
"Everybody in the world needs to do this," the Canadian actor told Mr Bezos after landing back on 
Earth. "It was unbelievable." 
 
 



 

 

6
(TOO LATE TO) TALK TO THE TREES: 
 

 
 

Management at the Voortrekker Monument have sent out an apology letter after a public outcry 
about the chopping down of trees around the monument site. According to the managers, they 
were cleaning up a replica route of the Great Trek and wanted to restore the site according to 
the monument's archives “on what the original vision was of what the gardens around the 
monument should look like.” 
But experts who visited the site said some of the trees chopped down were protected species, 
under the National Forests Act of 1998, and others were older than 60, which means they are also 
protected. Experts charged that many of the trees cut down had a role to play in the Great Trek, 
and that the new conditions, without the shade of the trees, would lead to the death of the 
remaining plants, which in 1961 were donated by mayors in towns which had been part of the 
Great Trek route. They say the new landscape is hot, will encourage soil erosion, weeds and alien 
plants will thrive. 
The whistle was blown on September 9 after a member of the Trees in Africa Facebook group, 
Shane Paul, posted photos of the now barren monument on the social media site. 
 
BOMBER COMMAND: 
 

Former pilot Gordon A.A. Wilson’s new book Bomber Command: Men, Machines and Missions 
1936-38 (amberley-books.com) is a fascinating account, richly illustrated, of the RAF organisation 
since its formation in 1936 before World War II to its last years during the Cold War. The book 
examines why Bomber Command was created and looks at the personnel who guided its 
formation and the philosophy and politics of the change from strategic to area bombing, and the 
controversy that followed. A retired pilot with the Canadian Air Force’s 414 Electronic Warfare 
Squadron, Wilson flew target aircraft on secret missions to test the defences of North America, and 
as a squadron maintenance test pilot. He went on to fly for a major airline for 30 years. He 
describes Bomber Command as a ‘formidable force’ during WWII, adding: “History continues to 
debate Bomber Command’s mission and how it was carried out. Regardless, without it, certainly 
Great Britain, and possibly the world, would not have the democratic freedom we enjoy today.”  
Bomber Command Men, Machines and Missions 1936-68 (Amberley, rrp £20, November 15). 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 568 days since the start of the great plague, this is the eightieth weekly Newssheet (who 
would have predicted it?) - “Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force 
interest, or greetings to the Club or any other happenings of interest, that will help us all to keep in 
contact and entertained  through the lockdown... the Covid clouds are lifting further, and we are 
further relieved! Thanks for the contributions! We’ll use them in successive editions... 
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Please continue to take care – there are predictions of a fourth wave of the pandemic... 
Support where you can. Don’t pay too much attention to social media (as and when Facebook and 
WhatsApp and Messenger are available) – you may become the target of a showcase trial under 
new legislation... Remember that all this, too, shall pass...                                                                                     
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

“White House whistleblower claims strangers drag him from place to place and make him sign 
papers and read words on monoitors and he hardly gets any ice cream...” 
 

My husband purchased a world map and then gave me a dart and said, “Throw this and wherever 
it lands – that’s where I’m taking you when this pandemic ends.” Turns out we’re spending two 
weeks behind the fridge... 
 

Green thought for the day: The gas coming out of our cows ain’t near as dangerous as the bullsh*t 
coming out of our politicians... 
 

Exercise is a dirty word... it makes me want to wash my mouth out with beer... 
 

Bacon cannot solve all our problems. That’s what beer is for... 
 

A day without wine is like... Just kidding! I have no idea.... 
 

Think old and you’ll be old... Think young, and you’ll be a delusional old f*rt.... 
 

Fireworks: After having their 11th child, an Irish couple decided that that was enough, as they 
couldn't afford a larger bed. So the husband went to his doctor and told him that he and his wife 
didn't want to have any more children... 
The doctor told him there was a procedure called a vasectomy that would fix the problem but it 
was expensive. A less costly alternative was to go home, get a large firecracker, light it, put it in a 
beer can, then hold the can up to his ear and count to 10. 
The husband said to the doctor, "B'Jayzus, I may not be the smartest guy in the world, but I don't 
see how putting a firework in a beer can next to my ear is going to help me with my problem." 
"Trust me, it will do the job", said the doctor. 
So the man went home, lit a cracker and put it in a beer can. He held the can up to his ear and 
began to count: "1, 2, 3, 4, 5?" at which point he paused, and placed the beer can between his 
legs so he could continue counting on his other hand... 
This procedure also works in Yorkshire, Wales, Scotland, Norway- but apparently not SA. 
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DRONE SURGE:                                                                                                                                  

 
 

When the American, British and Japanese navies rushed three aircraft carriers and a helicopter 
carrier into the waters south of Japan recently, the Chinese military responded with a surge of its 
own. A drone surge... On no fewer than three occasions, Chinese surveillance drones shadowed 
the allied fleet, prompting the Japanese air force to launch fighters. 
The intensive robotic surveillance, which comes after years of growth in Beijing’s drone force, hints 
at how Chinese forces might wage naval war in the Western Pacific. 
To keep enemy carriers away from the Philippine and China Seas, the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army Rocket Force deploys hundreds of anti-ship ballistic and cruise missiles. But those 
missiles are useless without accurate targeting data. That’s where the drones come in. 
The allied flattops converged from separate directions. HMS Queen Elizabeth, the Royal Navy’s 
new conventionally-fueled carrier, along with her British, American and Dutch escorts for several 
weeks now has been crisscrossing the Pacific. 
The 919-foot carrier with two squadrons of F-35B jump jets aboard - one from the Royal Air Force 
and another from the U.S. Marine Corps - departed the United Kingdom for her maiden cruise 
back in May and, a couple months later, reached the Pacific via the Singapore Strait. In mid-
August, USS America - an 844-foot U.S. Navy amphibious assault ship with a conventional 
powerplant - along with the 646-foot Japanese navy helicopter carrier JS Ise, met the Queen 
Elizabeth in the Philippine Sea south of Okinawa. America, which functions as a light carrier when 
she embarks a squadron or two of F-35Bs, sails from Japan, usually in the company of destroyers 
and other amphibious ships from the U.S. 7th Fleet. The conventional Ise heads a naval squadron 
that also includes destroyers. 
The America, Queen Elizabeth and Ise naval groups combined into one multinational fleet and 
spent 12 days in mid-August sailing and training together. America and Queen Elizabeth even 
refuelled each other’s F-35s in a so-called “cross-decking” exercise. 
While the three carriers operated together, a fourth big-deck ship - the San Diego-based nuclear 
supercarrier USS Carl Vinson - passed nearby with her own escorts. 
The 1,092-foot Vinson is the first of the U.S. fleet’s 10 supercarriers to embark a squadron of big-
wing F-35C stealth fighters. Vinson didn’t actually join up with America, Queen Elizabeth, Ise and 
their escorts south of Okinawa. Rather, she sailed around the group on Aug. 25, bound for the port 
of Yokosuka in eastern Japan. 
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In any event, the presence of four carriers in the same patch of ocean underscores the sheer 
weight of naval firepower the United States and its allies can bring to bear for, say, a fight over 
Taiwan. They’d face opposition. 
The Chinese military long has possessed maritime surveillance planes - such as the quad-prop Y-
9 - that could track down these enemy flattops, relay their coordinates to PLARF batteries ashore 
and potentially help to chip away at the allies’ combined strength. 
But it would be dangerous duty. Aircraft carriers are some of the best-defended warships in the 
world. Drones could probe a carrier group’s defences without risking a crew, however. To that end, 
the People’s Liberation Army, PLA Air Force and PLA Navy have been developing a wide array of 
new unmanned aerial vehicles. 
Two new drone types flew at least three sorties in close vicinity to the four allied carriers on Aug. 
24, 25 and 26. It’s possible the missions technically were test flights for the new UAVs. 
On Aug. 24, Japanese forces tracked a single TB-001 drone flying a loop over the East China Sea 
west of Okinawa. The 32-foot, propeller-driven TB-001 is China’s answer to the U.S. military’s own 
Predator drone. The camera-equipped drone can carry lightweight weapons over a distance of 
around 3,000 miles. 
The next day, the Japanese spotted another drone - a BZK-005 - this time flying south of Okinawa 
in the company of two Y-9s. The 30-foot, prop-driven BZK-005 like the TB-001 can fly thousands 
of miles with a modest payload potentially including cameras and a radar. 
On Aug. 26, a second - or the same - TB-001 returned to the waters south of Okinawa, this time 
with two Y-9s. “There was a risk of violation of air space,” the Japanese military’s joint 
staff tweeted. Japanese air force fighters - F-15s, apparently - sortied to keep tabs on the Chinese 
aircraft. 
The greater risk is that, during wartime, Chinese drones might succeed in pinpointing allied 
carriers. The U.S., British and Japanese navies combined possess more ships, more missiles, and 
more planes than the Chinese navy does. But that advantage could slip fast if the PLARF, aided 
by manned and unmanned surveillance aircraft, manages to draw a bead on the big decks. 
 


