
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 81  
22nd OCTOBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 
Day 575   October Month – Jacaranda month, or “Die Mooiste Maand” according to Leipoldt.... 
municipal Election Day draws closer... Just when you think it can’t get any curiouser, it does... 
“Catastrophic” petrol price increase in November... taxi violence spreads... more than half the 
politically motivated killings in SA related to taxi violence... no political will to resolve... ministers 
held hostage by ‘War veterans”... Ace back in Court with Carl Niehaus as a spokesman (still 
wearing an ANC tie although they’ve kicked him out that Club).... ZimBorders create a perfect 
storm at BeitBridge - congestion causing 10 day delays. Port of Durban in a chronic mess even 
before KZN looting and riots... Richards Bay Port closes claiming Force Majeure after sabotage... 
Judicial Service Commission goes rogue... radiation levels in old Krugersdorp mine dumps similar  
to that found at Chernobyl: National Nuclear Regulator has failed... Van Der Dussen century gives 
Proteas victory over Pakistan... but Faf de Villiers not included in T20 Squad... 
Elsewhere: Queen cancels Northern Ireland trip on medical advice... “Black Swan” event: global 
supply chain broken... murder most foul in UK and panic over Muslim terrorist menace... No 10 
publishes “net zero” strategy... ‘Bertie Booster’ Johnson serves up climate baloney for breakfast... 
UK’s net zero plan falls short on ambition and funding.... Has Bond pulled off his ultimate mission – 
to save our cinemas?... Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Colin Powell dies at 84 years 
old... The curious case of the Munich music halls... At least 13 phone firms hit by suspected 
Chinese hackers since 2019, say experts... Seafood Sauce: Credit Suisse Bank fined £350m over 
Mozambique ‘tuna bonds’ loan scandal 
 
STIRLING BK716: 
 

Rise - A memorial ceremony was held last week for seven wartime airmen whose plane was 
recovered from the bed of the Markermeer lake nearly 80 years ago. The BK716 Short Stirling 
bomber was shot down by a German fighter pilot on March 30, 1943, on its way back from a raid 
over Berlin. The wreckage was located in 2008 when a piece of machinery became entangled in 
the anchor of a stranded boat. The recovery of the plane was the result of a decade-long 
campaign by the families of a different plane’s crew. For years the wreckage was believed to 
belong to another Short Stirling, the BK710, after a piece of its panel was misidentified by forensic 
experts. The mistake was discovered in 2019 when a cigarette case was found bearing the initials 
of Flying Officer John Michael Campbell, at 30 the oldest man on board the BK716. 
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Laura O’Neill beside her memorial sculpture 
 
The plane’s identity was confirmed when the recovery operation began last August. Human 
remains have since been identified using DNA matches and funeral services for the seven 
crewmen, five from the UK and two Canadians, are expected to be held next year. Relatives of the 
BK716’s crew were among the 150 people attending the hour-long commemoration in the Bos der 
Onverzettelijken memorial garden on Wednesday. The families of the BK710 crew were also 
invited and watched the ceremony by video link. Franc Weerwind, mayor of Almere, expressed his 
‘sincere gratitude’ to the late crew members – ‘family members who gave their lives for our 
freedom and who we remember and commemorate’. Leen Verbeek, the king’s commissioner for 
Flevoland, said the ‘heroes’ of the crash were ‘a symbol of all those others who died in the fight for 
freedom and serve to keep the memory alive so we will never forget’. One of the highlights of the 
ceremony was the unveiling of a sculpture ‘Rise’ by British-born local artist Laura O’Neill. It depicts 
an airman in uniform sitting on the wreckage of the engine, with his gaze fixed on a tree planted in 
the garden in memory of Anne Frank. 
(Via Hanke Fourie) Read more at: https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2021/10/relatives-attend-ceremony-for-crew-of-
bomber-shot-down-in-1943/    
 
WING COMMANDER William Barker VC RAF: 
 

 
 
 
The RAF Poseidon fleet, which will total nine aircraft, is already providing cutting-edge maritime 
patrol working side-by-side with the Royal Navy and other Allies to secure the seas around the UK 
and abroad. (RAF News) 

The UK’s seventh Poseidon MRA Mk1 Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft will be known as ‘William Barker VC’ in honour of the 
Canadian pilot awarded a Victoria Cross whilst serving 
with 201 Squadron in the First World War. In October 1918, 
Major Barker was flying a Sopwith Snipe overhead the 
Western Front when he became embroiled in a dogfight with 
15 enemy aircraft.  Despite being wounded three times in 
the legs and having his left elbow blown away, he managed 
to control his biplane and disable three enemy aircraft before 
making a forced landing. Regaining consciousness several 
days later he was informed that he was to receive the 
Victoria Cross, the highest military decoration awarded for 
valour 'in the face of the enemy. Today, 201 Squadron 
operates the Poseidon in the anti-submarine warfare role 
from RAF Lossiemouth on the Moray Firth in Scotland.  '                                                                                                                              
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MACP: MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE CIVIL POWER: 
 

 
 

As part of the government’s response to alleviate pressure on fuel supplies, 64 members of the 
RAF are delivering fuel alongside industry partners. The RAF Drivers were called up at short 
notice and after conducting 2 days of specific training they started deliveries to some of the worst 
affected areas to ensure fuel stations could remain open. They are working alongside colleagues 
from the Royal Navy and Army as part of Operation ESCALIN.  In total there are 486 members of 
the armed forces on the task. The teams are working 12-hour shifts starting at 04:00am to collect 
fuel from refineries and deliver it directly to the forecourts.  They are due to remain on the task 
throughout October. The Drivers have been drawn from across the RAF because they were all 
qualified heavy goods vehicle drivers that are able to provide immediate relief.  (RAF News) 
 
de HAVILLAND DH.103 HORNET: 
 

   
 
Developed by de Havilland, the Hornet was a fighter aircraft driven by two piston engines. It further 
exploited the wooden construction techniques that had been pioneered by the Mosquito. 
Development of the Hornet had started during the Second World War as a private venture. The 
aircraft was to conduct long range fighter operations in the Pacific Theatre against the Empire of 
Japan but the war ended before the Hornet reached operational squadron status. 
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The Hornet entered service with RAF Fighter Command where it equipped several day fighter 
units and was commonly stationed in the British mainland. It saw combat in the Far East, being 
used as a strike fighter as part of the British military action taken during the Malayan Emergency. A 
naval carrier-capable version, the Sea Hornet, had been envisioned early on and was procured by 
the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Navy.(a number of older RAFOC members flew the aircraft during 
this period) De Havilland was purchased by Hawker Siddley in 1960 and merged into British 
Aerospace in 1978. BAE then closed the Hatfield site in 1993, and the University of Hertfordshire 
purchased part of the site for the de Havilland Campus. (Various) 
 
OPERATION BLUE DRAGON: 
 

 
 
RAF Typhoons based in the Eastern Mediterranean conducted Expeditionary Combat air 
operations from a temporary base in the Middle East as a proof of concept. During early October, 
the 903 Expeditionary Air Wing Typhoon Squadron based at RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus forward 
deployed to a forward location in the Middle East from where it conducted an operational mission 
in support of Operation SHADER to further prove the Agile Combat Employment concept. Agile 
Combat Employment is an operational concept of being able to operate from austere air bases in 
order to disperse and quickly manoeuvre combat capability throughout a theatre.  Supported by a 
minimal presence on the ground to provide support activities such as aircraft fuelling, arming, and 
engineering; Agile Combat Employment expands the number of bases from which air forces can 
generate combat sorties. 
 
COMMANDER (DANIEL CRAIG) BOND: 
 

Actor Daniel Craig has been made an honorary Commander in the Royal Navy – matching the 
rank of the Bond character he plays. The appointment coincides with the release of the latest 007 
film “No Time To Die”, the 53-year-old actor’s final outing as the world’s most famous fictional spy. 
Cdr Craig, whose Navy role will focus on Forces families, said: “I am truly privileged and honoured 
to be appointed to the rank of Honorary Commander in the Senior Service.” Filmmakers worked 
closely with the RAF and the Royal Navy in the production of the latest film. RAF Brize Norton was 
used as a backdrop, standing in for a NATO airbase in Norway where Bond joins MI6 allies and 
later boards a C-17 Globemaster, while film fans can get a sneak preview featuring HMS Dragon 
cutting through the waves on the trailer. Although the appointment of the Bond star matches the 
fictional agent’s rank in the Navy, the real-life inspiration for author Ian Fleming’s super-agent is 
believed to be World War II RAF Officer Wg Cdr Forest ‘Tommy’ Yeo-Thomas, known by the 
codename White Rabbit. Described as ‘one of the bravest of the brave’ he joined Churchill’s 
Special Operations Executive and was parachuted into occupied France three times to work with 
the Resistance. He was eventually betrayed and captured by the Gestapo and sent to Buchenwald 
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concentration camp but escaped to continue his secret mission. In a memo Fleming wrote in May 
1945 while working in naval intelligence, he briefed colleagues on the White Rabbit and his 
successful escape from a Nazi concentration camp. First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Tony Radakin said: 
“I am delighted to welcome Daniel Craig to the Royal Navy. I look forward to him getting to see 
more of our sailors and Marines over the coming months and years....” 
 
DOWN MEMORY LANE: 
 

 
 

This historic picture shows Handley Page HP O/7 G-IAAA soon after assembly in January 1920 at 
Wingfield in Cape Town. It was registered in November 1919 (interestingly the first aircraft to 
appear on the Indian civil aircraft register) but its stay in South Africa was short-lived, being 
shipped out to India and next seen in Calcutta in March 1920. Evidence suggests it was painted 
overall olive green with the exception of the top of the upper wing which was silver and carried the 
civil registration, the construction number HP8 is seen on the tailplane. It was briefly operated by 
the Handley Page South African Transport Ltd set up in January 1920 but liquidated in that 
September. A sister aircraft, G-EANV “Pioneer” crashed near Acacia Siding outside Beaufort West 
on 19 February 1920, on what was to have been the inaugural flight from Cape Town to 
Johannesburg. It took the Pioneer four days to reach Beaufort West due to the vagaries of 
weather, navigation and mechanical problems. The Captain, and Chief Pilot, was Major H 
Meintjies AFC and his co-pilot Capt C J Venter DFC, and Mr Askew the Flight Engineer. There 
were 7 passengers including Mrs Meintjies, and mail for Beaufort West, De Aar, Kimberley and 
Johannesburg. All aboard survived and the mail was sent on by rail... Note the early use of aerial 
advertising for a popular local brandy! 
 
NEW RAILWAYS? 
 

The last 30 years has seen the progressive decline of the world class South African Railways 
system through cadre deployment, gross mismanagement, corruption, theft and vandalism to a 
tragic skeleton of what it was and main line passenger and commuter trains are non-existent. In a 
curious turn of events the ruling party now propose to build a new railway between Pretoria and 
Port Elizabeth - Gqeberha. The Department of Trade, Industry and Competition (DTIC) plans to 
build a new rail corridor between Gauteng and the Eastern Cape to help reduce congestion at 
Durban’s port. The corridor is specifically aimed at the country’s vehicle manufacturers and 
boosting the Tshwane Automotive Special Economic Zone (TASEZ), says DTIC deputy minister 
Fikile Majola. (This won’t help the port, which itself is chronically mismanaged) “We will now get into another 
project, which is the development of the High Capacity Rail Corridor between Silverton and 
Gqeberha in the Eastern Cape. We will build rail lines working with Transnet and private sector 
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partners to ensure that Ford and other manufacturers can transport their cars to reduce 
congestion at the Durban Port.” President Cyril Ramaphosa launched the TASEZ in 2019 following 
an international campaign to mobilise investment into the South African economy. It is one of the 
ten approved Special Economic Zones spread in seven provinces. The redevelopment of South 
Africa’s rail and freight sector is a key focus of the government’s infrastructure plans over the next 
30 years. What opportunities this will bring!   (Railways Africa) 
 
ELECTRIC AVENUE: 
 

  
 

Rivian’s R1T electric pickup, the rig expected to hitch up an $80 billion (R1.2 trillion) IPO, is a 
“Goldilocks” strategy, a sweet middle ground that might swipe customers from the auto industry’s 
largest segments. These are the kinds of choices one can make when building a car company 
from scratch. When Rivian set out to design its flagship product, it didn’t have to dip into a 
conglomerate’s bins of parts where everything tends to fall in one of three buckets: small, large, 
and super-sized. At nearly every turn it could steer for the so-called white space, the little product 
gaps that giant incumbents are no longer agile enough to slip into. Thus a pickup that isn’t “full-
sized” or “mid-sized,” but a little of both. It’s been six years since founder and chief executive 
officer R.J. Scaringe charted this territory and reckoned electric vehicles didn’t have to be earnest, 
eat-your-vegetables compacts or swanky sedans. Why not give the people what they want – 
something big and burly, minus the carbon guilt, right? But Detroit is to trucks what Tom Brady is 
to football: Underestimate its comeback prowess at your peril. Rival electric trucks have been spun 
up quickly and are coming for Rivian relentlessly. Its first-mover advantage, dinged by production 
delays on the front end and crunched by a manufacturing blitz from competition on the back end, 
has shrunk to a matter of months. Rivian is being squeezed tighter still by Amazon chairman Jeff 
Bezos, whose order for 100,000 delivery vans is cutting much of the Rivian line for consumer 
vehicles. The lane, in short, will quickly be crowded, which raises the question, how big is it? 
What’s the market for an electric truck – be it with a flatbed or in SUV form?   
 
JUMBO RECOVERY: 
 

One aspect of the growing post-Covid airline recovery is that the Age of the A380 is not past – at 
least 7 major airlines with A380s in their fleets are bringing A380s back into service on the trunk 
routes where passenger demand warrants. They are (fleet size in brackets): Singapore (12), 
British Airways (12), Emirates (118), Qatar (10), Qantas (12), Korean (10) ANA All Nippon (3) 
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NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR ATTENTION: 
 

The South African police have arrested 56 people on three counts of kidnapping after they held 
Defence Minister Thandi Modise, her deputy, Thabang Makwetla, and Minister in the Presidency 
Mondli Gungubele hostage at St George’s Conference Centre in Irene, Pretoria, on Thursday 
evening. The people belong to the disgruntled Liberation Struggle War Veterans group, who earlier 
this week stormed Luthuli House, causing an evacuation. The members from various military 
veteran associations demanded to speak directly to ANC president Cyril Ramaphosa and deputy 
president David Mabuza. [ENCA] 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 575 days since the start of the great plague, this is the eighty-first weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest, that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained 
through the lockdown...the Covid clouds are lifting, and we are relieved! 
Thanks for the contributions! We’ll use them in successive editions... 
Please continue to take care – support where you can. Don’t spread alarm and despondency on 
social media – you may become the target under new legislation... Remember that all this, too, 
shall pass... We are looking at having an Armistice Day Lunch in November... 
                                                                                        
TAILPIECE: 
 

I know a man who had good averages,  
But some girls left him in bandages, 
He would take a chance, 
And would slowly advance, 
Now some girls are suing him for damages. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 
I have a pencil for sale that is said to have belonged to Shakespeare... The end is so chewed that 
I’m just not sure if its 2B or not 2B... 
 
I got pulled over by the Metro Police today. I was apparently his first speedster because when he 
got to my window he said: “I’ve been waiting all day for you...” I said “I got here as fast as I could!”                                                
He let me go... 
 
I now know how it will all end for me... One of my kids will unplug my life support to charge their 
phone... 
 
Retirement Speech - A Priest was being honoured at his retirement dinner after 25 years in the 
parish. A leading local figure and member of the congregation was chosen to make the 
presentation and to give a little speech at the dinner. However, he was delayed, so the Priest 
decided to say his own few words while they waited: “Thank Goodness we Catholics have a 
wonderful sense of humour! I got my first impression of the parish from the first confession I heard 
here. I thought I had been assigned to a terrible place. The very first person who entered my 
confessional told me he had stolen a television set and, when questioned by the police, was able 
to lie his way out of it. He had stolen money from his parents; embezzled from his employer; had 
an affair with his boss's wife; had sex with his boss's 17 year old daughter on numerous occasions, 
taken illegal drugs; had several homosexual affairs; was arrested several times for public nudity 
and gave VD to his sister-in-law.  I was appalled that one person could do so many awful things. 
But as the days went on, I learned that my people were not all like that and I had, indeed, come to 
a fine parish full of good and loving people.” Just as the Priest finished his talk, the politician 
arrived, full of apologies at being late.  He immediately began to make the presentation and began 
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His “I'll never forget the first day our parish Priest arrived, said the politician.  In fact, I had the 
honour of being the first person to go to him for confession”. 
Moral: Never, Never, Never Be Late... 
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SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS: 
 

Anne Sullivan passed away on 20 October 1936. So who was Anne Sullivan? Relax and enjoy the 
story. 
Dr. Frank Mayfield was touring Tewksbury Institute when, on his way out, he accidentally collided 
with an elderly floor maid. To cover the awkward moment Dr. May field started asking questions.                                                        
"How long have you worked here?" 
"I've worked here almost since the place opened," the maid replied. 
"What can you tell me about the history of this place?" he asked. 
"I don't think I can tell you anything, but I could show you something." 
With that, she took his hand and led him down to the basement under the oldest section of the 
building. She pointed to one of what looked like small prison cells, their iron bars rusted with age, 
and said, "That's the cage where they used to keep Anne Sullivan." 
"Who's Anne?" the doctor asked. 
“Anne was a young girl who was brought in here because she was incorrigible - nobody could do 
anything with her. She'd bite and scream and throw her food at people. The doctors and nurses 
couldn't even examine her or anything. I'd see them trying with her spitting and scratching at them. 
I was only a few years younger than her myself and I used to think, 'I sure would hate to be locked 
up in a cage like that.' I wanted to help her, but I didn't have any idea what I could do. I mean, if the 
doctors and nurses couldn't help her, what could someone like me do? I didn't know what else to 
do, so I just baked her some brownies one night after work. The next day I brought them in. I 
walked carefully to her cage and said, 'Anne, I baked these brownies just for you. I'll put them right 
here on the floor and you can come and get them if you want.' Then I got out of there just as fast 
as I could because I was afraid she might throw them at me. But she didn't. She actually took the 
brownies and ate them. After that, she was just a little bit nicer to me when I was around. And 
sometimes I'd talk to her. Once, I even got her laughing. 
One of the nurses noticed this and she told the doctor. They asked me if I'd help them with Anne. I 
said I would if I could. So that's how it came about that every time they wanted to see Anne or 
examine her, I went into the cage first and explained and calmed her down and held her hand.”  
This is how they discovered that Anne was almost blind. 
After about a year the Perkins institute for the Blind opened its doors. They were able to help her 
and she went on to study and became a teacher herself. 
Anne returned to the Tewksbury Institute to visit, and to see what she could do to help out. The 
Director recalled that he had received a letter from a man who had a daughter who was absolutely 
unruly - almost like an animal. She was blind and deaf as well as 'deranged', and the father was at 
his wit's end, but did not want her committed to an asylum. So he had written to the Institute to ask 
if they knew of anyone who would come to his house and work with his daughter. 
Anne had personally experienced what it felt like to be cut off from the rest of the world and could 
identify with her fear of loneliness and the need to vent her frustrations against a most perplexing 
black and silent world. So Annie, at the age of 21, entered the dark world of Helen Keller. From the 
moment she arrived, Anne began to sign words into Helen's hand, trying to help her understand 
the idea that everything has a "name." The break in Helen’s dark, silent prison occurred a mere 
month after Anne’s arrival, when Helen finally realised that the words that Anne had repeatedly 
spelled into her hands corresponded to certain objects, and she found a means of communication 
with a world previously hidden from her due to her blindness and deafness. The first word for 
which she drew this connection was water, which became a symbol of a rebirth for Helen. She is 
later quoted as having said, “That living word awakened my soul, gave it light, hope, joy, set it 
free.” And that is how Anne Sullivan became the lifelong companion and mentor of Helen Keller, 
teaching her to communicate and to lead a highly productive and successful life. 
When Helen Keller received the Nobel Prize, she was asked who had the greatest impact on her 
life and she said, “Anne Sullivan.” But she was interrupted by Anne who quickly signed into her 
palm: "No Helen. The woman who had the greatest influence on both our lives was a floor maid at 
the Tewksbury Institute." 
The smallest act of kindness can have a lasting influence. (Sent in by Gordon Dyne) 


