
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 83  
5th NOVEMBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 589 - A sad start to the week was the news of Shelagh Andersons passing on her 91st 
Birthday.... Always something new out of Africa.... SA Election fever.... Dismal voting turnout: The 
great no-vote: South Africa’s return to minority rule... disillusioned Soweto residents stay away 
from polls... Transnet pipeline fire in Durban caused by attempted theft... “catastrophic” hike in fuel 
prices... Illicit financial flows, profit shifting and wage evasion.... night of 'torture' led to accused 
falsely implicating Zweli Mkhize... SAB exits Eskom... Eskom CEO Andre de Ruyter’s load-
shedding disaster...Eskom: Some answers for Jessie Duarte (but not for the rest of us, 
apparently).... Minister Gwede Mantashe still in the dark at IPP announcement... Germany to give 
South Africa R12.5 billion to get away from Eskom’s broken grid – to the guys who broke it... 
 

The Royal family - out in force for the opening of Cop26 on Monday... After his snooze, Poor Old 
Joe Biden apologises for Trump exit from climate accord.... European Commission president 
Ursula von der Leyen slated for use of private jet flights.... China undermines ambitions of 
Cop26....  Surging oil and gas prices as economies reopen: booming profits for BP... but four more 
UK energy suppliers go bust amid high gas prices... Namibia suspends poultry from Germany, 
Netherlands after bird flu outbreak... Brexit fishing row: naughty French fishermen caught 
apparently falsifying permit applications... ISIS suspected of hospital attack in Afghanistan... Ex-
FIFA officials Blatter and Platini indicted (at long last)...   'Elon Musk becomes the richest person to 
ever walk the planet' – Forbes... Tokyo Olympics: German coach thrown out for punching a 
horse...  Jeremy Clarkson klaps 'woke' Lewis Hamilton... Gender neutral tees are coming to golf - 
that's good? 
 
LEST WE FORGET: POPPIES: WAVE AND WEEPING WINDOWS: 
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“Poppies: Wave and Weeping Window” were originally part of 
the installation “Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red”. The 
poppy sculptures were conceived by ceramic artist Paul 
Cummins and designer Tom Piper and became part of a 
national cultural programme to mark the First World War 
centenary, toured by 14-18 NOW. 
The poppies were hand crafted from clay by a team of over 300 
people. Over four months volunteers installed 888,246 poppies 
at the Tower of London. Each sculpted flower represented a life 
lost from Britain and its Empire in the First World War.  
 



 

 

2
Poppies: Wave and Weeping Window travelled to 19 locations around the UK between 2014 
and 2018, with Wave concluding at IWM North and Weeping Window concluding at IWM London. 
The sculptures now form part of IWM’s collection and, in their new permanent home, visitors to 
Manchester are invited to reconnect with the poppies as both a contemporary artwork and as a 
means by which to reflect on the way war shapes lives. Poppies were a familiar sight on the 
battlefields of the Western Front, where they thrived in the devastated landscape. The poppy has 
endured as a symbol of remembrance since Canadian poet and soldier John McCrae wrote his 
famous poem, 'In Flanders Fields'. It concludes with a plea: ‘We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow / In Flanders fields.’ This sculptural installation is both a contemporary artwork and social 
history. It invites us to reflect on loss and helps to visualise the number of war 
dead. “Poppies” helps to refresh and reimagine the association of the poppy symbol with the 
human cost of war. (IWM Website) 
 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM: 
 

 
shown on the big screens in the stadium for the players, and broadcast live on the internet to fans 
around the world. QPR were one of 55 clubs from the football league who lost men in World War 
One.  The majority served with the 17th Middlesex which was known as the Footballers’ Battalion, 
being made up of nearly 200 professional footballers. QPR lost 11 men in the First World War.  On 
29th October 2021, before the match against Nottingham Forest, QPR remembered those that had 
fallen.  A commemorative plaque at the stadium continues to honour the dead. 
 
FAR EAST AIR FORCE 50TH ANNIVERSARY: 
 

 
 
The Far East Air Force was established in 1948 and became operational through the Malayan 
Emergency and Confrontation, during which 20 Squadron flew Hunter Aircraft from RAF Tengah. 
Time passed and Malaysia and Singapore gained their Independence in 1967. This led to some 
peaceful and pleasant years for the RAF in the Far East, where the countries began to 
prosper and relations with Indonesia had established a state of mutual tolerance. 
 

 

On 29th October, broadcast live on Sky TV, a RAF trumpeter 
sounded the Last Post at Queen’s Park Rangers Kiyan Prince 
Foundation Stadium. RAF Musician, Sergeant Ringham, a lifelong 
QPR supporter, stepped out onto the pitch to sound the Last Post 
in front of fans as part of the annual Remembrance 
match. Sergeant Ringham has sounded the Last Post at the 
Remembrance match for a number of years, but due to COVID-19 
was unable to do so last year. Instead, he sent a video which was 

On Sunday 17th October 2021, some 170 RAF 
Veterans and family members assembled at 
the Far East Air Force Memorial, at the 
National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, 
to mark the 50th Anniversary since the closure 
of all units of the Far East Air Force in 1971. 
Attending dignitaries included Brigadier 
General Safwan, the Malaysian Defence 
Advisor based in London; Air Commodore 
Cowieson, RAF Battlespace Commander; Wing 
Commander Foy, Officer Commanding 20 
Squadron; and Air Marshal Sir Dusty Miller as 
guest of Lady Miller, herself a member of the 
RAF Changi Association. 
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Argosy transport aircraft reinforced the Squadrons in Cyprus and the Middle East, but by the end 
of Confrontation in 1966, it became clear the ageing Shackleton Maritime Reconnaissance aircraft, 
C-130 Hercules, Hastings, Hunters, Javelins and Canberra’s aircraft would not be re-equipped or 
replaced. The RAF continued to train the Royal Malaysian Air Force and the Singapore Air Force, 
and their personnel and families were welcomed everywhere.  The final closure of all RAF and 
RAF Changi Headquarters Association units was completed on 31st October 1971. 
 
Once upon a time ...  A SOUTH AFRICAN FAIRY TALE: 
 

An editor who goes by the name of Piet Rampedi wrote and published a story on the Tembisa 
mother who had supposedly given birth to decuplets. It was BIG news because never before in the 
whole wide world had a woman given birth to 10 babies, and everyone was reading, sharing and 
talking about it. It was South Africa’s spot in the sun, no matter how brief. The only problem?   It 
was completely made up.  
 
RIVET JOINT AIRSEEKER EXTENDED: 
 

 
 

The UK's three Rivet Joint electronic surveillance aircraft will benefit from an extension to the 
support arrangement with the US Government until 2035 in a deal worth £970 million. The RC-
135W Rivet Joint, also known as Airseeker, is a dedicated electronic surveillance aircraft that 
deploys in all theatres on strategic and tactical missions. The agreement will continue to benefit 
from maintenance, spare parts, engineering support, technical data and access to capability 
updates. Operationally proven across the world, including in counter-Daesh missions in the Middle 
East, the aircraft works by using its sensors to detect, identify and geolocate signals throughout 
the electromagnetic spectrum.  The mission crew can then forward gathered information in a 
variety of formats via an extensive communications suite. To ensure the aircraft continue to 
receive support until 2035, the existing Memorandum of Understanding with the US was extended 
following negotiations between the US Department of Defence and the UK Ministry of Defence.  
Under the new Memorandum of Understanding, the Ministry of Defence have committed to 
investing £970 million over the next 14 years. 
 
RED ARROWS DUO: 
 

Steve Morris and Jon Bond have left the team after the unit’s final 2021 display above the HMS 
Prince of Wales aircraft carrier in Portsmouth. Sqn Ldr Morris, who has completed seven seasons, 
said: “My years with the Red Arrows have been the most enjoyable ones of my life.” Usually Red 
Arrows pilots serve a three-year tour but with so many air shows and events cancelled in 2020 
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because of the pandemic, the pilots’ positions were frozen for a further season, to ensure a 
level of continuity and experience, a spokesman said. Originally from Sheffield, South Yorkshire, 
Sqn Ldr Morris flew the Harrier and Tornado before applying for the Red Arrows. In total, he has 
amassed 1,765 flying hours with the team, clocking up more than 400 public displays. “Our fly-past 
over London, as the country was gradually emerging from its first lockdown to mark the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day, is an occasion I’ll never forget,” he said. Essex-born Sqn Ldr Bond, who 
occupied the Reds’ hot seat for four years, said: “The fly-past’s during the peak of the pandemic 
resonate most strongly with me.” Sqn Ldr Bond is a former operational Typhoon pilot – an aircraft 
he’s returning to after leaving the Red Arrows. During his four seasons he has been part of the 
Synchro Pair and flown some of the most dynamic and well-known manoeuvres in the Red Arrows’ 
repertoire, such as the Mirror Roll, Heart and Spear and Boomerang. (RAF News) 
 
ANOTHER CENTENARY FOR THE RAF: 
 

 
The inaugural Spring Meeting was held at Sandy Lodge in April 1921 with the Autumn Meeting 
at St George’s Hill in the same year. The Prince of Wales was due to attend at Sandy Lodge and 
present the prizes. He was also a fellow member at Sandy Lodge. The records do not state 
whether he attended or not. On October 28th 2021 Sandy Lodge hosted the RAF Golf Society. 
They have been playing at Sandy Lodge for 100 years. Today’s players have come from across 
the country. To celebrate the visit a flyover by the Red Arrows had been arranged but sadly 
weather conditions grounded this attempt!!! To commemorate the centenary Sandy Lodge has 
presented the Secretary of the RAFGS with a Prince of Wales plaque 1921-2021 which we hope 
they will return and compete for at Sandy Lodge for the next 100 years. 
For those of you who enjoy history there is plenty of interesting stuff on this link. it will keep you 
busy for hours! The RAFGS flag flew alongside the club flag. (extracts from the Captains Blog – Sandy 
Lodge) 
 
SAAF SEVEN: FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE: 
 

A seven-strong group of SA Air Force (SAAF) pupil pilots working on aviation skills including 
piloting fighters, attack helicopters and transports are recipients of qualifications from the Russian 
Air Force. According to a SA National Defence Force (SANDF) report by Major Mpho Mathebula of 
SAAF Corporate Services, the seven candidate officers left South Africa in 2015 for advanced 
aviation training. They are Moshe Malete, Mohau Mphaka, Mashaka Nengovhela, Thato 
Letshwene, Jacob Diseko, Peter Kobbie and Phuti Moloto. The “qualifications”, presumably the 
Russian equivalent of pilot’s wings and half-wings for navigators, were presented to the South 
Africans during a parade at Krasnodar Higher Military Aviation School. In addition to time at 
Krasnodar, the SAAF seven spent time training at Syzran Higher Military Aviation School and 
Chelyabinsk Military Aviation Institute of Navigators. Some of the SAAF pupes trained as pilots 

The RAF Officers’ Golf Association was formed in 1921 and a set 
of rules drawn up which remain the basis for the present rules. 
The original management consisted of a committee of 7 drawn 
from the Air Ministry, Cranwell, Halton and the Inland, Coastal, 
Bombing and Fighting areas. Membership was limited to officers 
on the Active Service List, Auxiliary and Special Reserve Forces. 
Retired officers could continue their membership provided that 
the subscription of 5/- (25p) was “promptly paid.” Three additional 
areas – Western, Central and Air Defence Group – were included 
from 1935. The organisation remained until 1938 when the RAF 
Command structure evolved and the numbers reduced to 6 
including the Air Ministry and Cranwell. Two meetings a year 
were held, both of 3 days’ duration, in Spring and Autumn. 
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while others learnt the finer arts of air traffic management and aviation combat control during 
their more than five years in Russia. In addition to congratulating the SAAF seven, CAF Lieutenant 
General Wiseman Mbambo said the South Africans flew both the national and SAAF flags high 
while away from home. SAAF students are undergoing flight training in Cuba (pilot, aviation 
technical and aviation engineering). Since August 75 SAAF staff  have been in Cuba and will be 
there until 2024-2026. (DefenceWeb) 
 
DRONE DELINQUENCY? 
 

In recent years, the uses for unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), also known as drones, have 
multiplied across Africa. Drones have been used to fertilize crops, monitor wildlife and deliver 
medicine to hard-to-reach places. Drone technology has grown rapidly worldwide and is projected 
to be a $43 billion global industry by 2024. In many ways, Africa has become the proving ground 
for drone technology. South Africa is the continent’s biggest market for drones, employing them in 
mining, security and agriculture, among other uses. Ghana, Kenya and Rwanda are increasingly 
important players in drone technology. Until recently, UAVs were almost exclusively a tool of 
governments and national militaries, which used them on the battlefield and to support 
peacekeeping missions. However, the development of small, commercially available drones has 
shifted the playing field, giving extremists something they rarely have had: air power. Drones are 
rapidly becoming a key part of insurgents’ arsenals across the continent, raising the spectre that 
UAVs could be used to attack civilian and military targets. Rebels in Mozambique’s Cabo Delgado 
province have used drones to track troop movements and identify potential attack targets, 
according to Interior Minister Amade Miquidade. Insurgents in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and al-Shabaab fighters in Somalia have also used drones for reconnaissance and identify 
potential targets. Although insurgents are using drones to reconnoitre and to receive supplies, 
experts believe it’s only a matter of time before they are put to more violent uses. In India’s Jammu 
region, for example, a drone carrying explosives was crashed into an Air Force base in July. 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels have used them to attack targets in Saudi Arabia. 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 589 days since the start of the great lockdwn, this is the eighty-third weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest, that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained 
through the lockdown... the Covid clouds are lifting, and we are relieved! Things are starting to 
come back to some kind of normal... Thanks for the contributions! We’ll use them in successive 
editions... 
Please continue to take care –Support others where you can. Don’t spread alarm and 
despondency on social media (as and when Facebook and Whatsapp and Messenger are 
available) – you may become the target of a showcase trial under new legislation... Remember 
that all this, too, shall pass... 
We are working on a venue for the Armistice Day Lunch on Friday 12 November – details to 
follow... 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

To applaud a politician because he has built a school, hospital or clinic is like applauding an ATM 
because it has given you your money.... 
 

I like to have at least 5 practice beers before I have my actual beer... 
 

A young Scottish lad and lassie were sitting on a low stone wall, holding hands, and just gazing out 
over the loch. For several minutes they sat silently, then finally the girl looked at the boy and 
said," A penny for your thoughts, Angus.”   
"Well, uh, I was thinkin'… perhaps it's aboot time for a wee kiss.”  
The girl blushed, then leaned over and kissed him lightly on the cheek.   
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Then he blushed. The two turned once again to gaze out over the loch.   
After a while the girl spoke again. "Anither penny for your thoughts, Angus.”   
"Well, uh I was thinkin.... perhaps its no aboot time for a wee cuddle.”   
The girl blushed, then leaned over and cuddled him for a few seconds.   
Then he blushed. Then the two turned once again to gaze out over the loch. After a while the girl 
spoke again. "Anither penny for your thoughts, Angus.”   
"Well, uh I was thinkin... perhaps its aboot time you let me pit ma hand on your leg." The girl 
blushed, then took his hand and put it on her knee.   
Then he blushed. Then the two turned once again to gaze out over the loch.   
After a while the girl spoke again. "Anither penny for your thoughts, Angus.”   
The young man knit his brow. "Well, now," he said, "My thoughts are a bit more serious this time.”  
"Really?" said the girl in a breathless whisper, filled with anticipation.   
"Aye," said the lad. The girl looked away in shyness, began to blush, and bit her lip in anticipation 
of the ultimate request.   
"Do ye no think it's aboot time ye paid me the first three pennies?”   
 
 

        
 

 



 

 

7

  
 
 
BOEING 747 & PI PIENAAR: 
 

                                     
Showcased to the World on September 3, 1968                                                    Remember the liveries  

                                                                      The Olympics livery 
 

The 747s were built in Boeing’s purpose-built plant at Everett, 46km north of Seattle. It’s still the 
largest factory in the world with a floor area of 398,000m2. During its 50-year life span, 1,556 
aircraft, with 22 variants, were built. These faithful and reliable Jumbos transported four billion 
passengers and covered many trillions of kilometres. Known in aviation circles as hull losses, 61 
Boeings were lost. A total of 3,117 people died in accidents and 1,003 people were injured but 
survived and 77 people were killed on the ground, an additional 590 deaths were due to terror 
attacks, Lockerbie was one such disaster. Aside from the terror attacks, accidents were due a mix 
of mechanical failure, pilot error and bad weather. The accident on March 27, 1977, at Tenerife, 
when a Pan Am 747 collided with a KLM 747 resulting in 583 deaths, remains the world’s worst 
single aviation disaster. It was due to a combination of pilot error, poor communication and fog. It 
was also the day on which Australia played New Zealand in the World Soccer Cup. The least said 
about the SAA Helderberg disaster in which 159 people perished, the better. 
Moving away from the plane for a minute but connecting soon, on August 14, 1944, Free State-
born, Captain Saloman ‘Pi’ Pienaar DSO DFC, flying an SAAF Mosquito NS520 bomber over 
Munich with navigator, Lieutenant Archie Lockhart-Ross, was in for a rude awakening. A strange 
aircraft was gaining on the British plane at an alarming speed. It turned out to be the Luftwaffe’s 
latest weapon, the jet-propelled Messerschmitt Me262. In the ensuing dog fight that saw 11 
attacks over a 35-minute period the Mosquito was shot to ribbons, but the cool-as-cucumber 
Pienaar landed the smoking wreck in one piece. Pienaar’s aircraft was the second to have been 
attacked by Hitler’s new advanced flying machine. Later, the German pilot was named as 
Lieutenant Alfred Schreiber. Post War, Captain Pienaar joined SAA and rose to Chief Pilot and 
was responsible for the collection and delivery of all SAA’s airliners for many years. On November 
4, 1971, he flew the SAA’s first Jumbo, named ‘Lebombo’ from the US to South Africa, 
accompanied by three other captains. The same aircraft made headlines when it flew low over Ellis 
Park (remember Club member Laurie Kay was at the controls ) on the day of the 1995 Rugby World Cup 
final. When Captain Pienaar took his exam at the end of his conversion course from propeller 
airliners to the Boeing 707, he scored an unheard of 95%, the highest pass rate ever recorded at 
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Boeing’s headquarters. Subsequently Boeing offered him a job at a vast salary, allegedly on 
three occasions, however he declined, stating that he was a ‘boere boy at heart’ and preferred to 
stay in his own country, which he did until his retirement, ultimately as SAA’s CEO.  
 

 
 
 

The American presidential Boeing 747 was well-known as Air Force One. 
When Donald Trump was elected president he renamed it Hair Force One. 
 

In July this year, BA retired its entire 747 fleet and the last Qantas flight 
was on July 22. All 747s headed for the large Mojave Air and Space Port 
150km north of Los Angeles for scrapping. How sad, but no doubt some 
entrepreneurial characters will purchase sections of the hulls to convert into 
hotels, houses, offices, etc. An engine could make an interesting 
decoration for a home pub! 
 

As an aside, when asked about the 747’s hump, the answer came back: 
“So that Pan Am pilots can sit on their wallets.” (Extract from the Crankhandle 
Club magazine – November 2021) 
 


