
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 89 
17th DECEMBER 2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 631... Hubble Bubble, Toil and Trouble... if last week held its fair share, so did this, certainly 
for JZ, ordered back to jail on the eve of Reconciliation Day… and a very Merry Christmas to you, 
Sir!... IMF fires warning shots about wrecked SOEs… KZN born Miss SA Lalena Mswane crowned 
Miss Universe Second Princess in Israel… Mthatha hailstorm causes havoc… 24 rhinos poached 
in the last 2 weeks… forensic investigation into Liliesleaf Farm… SARS warns about possible tax 
penalties... Hermione Cronje bales out of NPA… Counter drone technology under the spotlight. 
PM in a Pickle: Plan B, Payments, Parenthood and Parties in perfect storm… the day the magic 
died… does Boris even know who he is any more.... but public urged to scale back on their 
socialising in the run-up to Christmas… France threatens UK border closure… Tory rebellion over 
BoJo’s plan for Covid passports… How much worse could this be under Corbin?... dogs’ favourite 
Christmas songs revealed… Beijing backs Putin over Ukraine (they would, wouldn’t they?) … 
Russia warns NATO it may turn to missiles… Hyperinflation hits Afghanistan… Max Verstappen 
beats Hamilton to F1 Title… but Hamilton takes the knee to be knighted… Prince Andrew says 
“Memories fade, and false memories are created” … 
US experiences longest trail of destruction on their history – no, not Joe Biden – the Kentucky 
Tornado… and with great perspicacity poor Old Joe says the best way to avoid tornadoes is to get 
vaccinated… 
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Captain Glen Warden, who was killed on Saturday while participating in the SA Aerobatic 
Championships at New Baragwanath (Syferfontein) was an extraordinarily accomplished pilot, and 
an iconic figure in business and recreational aviation circles. Best known for his displays in the 
SAAF “Black Widow’ Mirage IIICZ – he was gifted at displaying all types of aircraft from light 
aircraft to fast jets – flying whatever was at hand. Before becoming a Training Captain at South 
Africa’s Comair airline, he was a career officer in the SA Air Force serving as a reconnaissance 
pilot, fighter pilot, instructor, display pilot and an accomplished aerobatic pilot who represented 
South Africa at numerous international events, retiring with the rank of Lt Colonel to go into civil 
aviation. Captain Warden then joined Comair for a 22-year-long career. His CV in the aviation 
industry was enviable. Glenn Orsmond, CEO of Comair, said “For 22 years Glen has been integral 
to the Comair family. He will be profoundly missed.” Glen had risen through the aircrew hierarchy 
to Flight Operations Executive, eventually retiring from this position in October 2021. He had then 
taken over running the simulator business, one in which he’d been involved since Comair acquired 
its first simulator. This enabled him to continue to instill his thoroughly professional approach to 
flying in the many who passed through his training regime. He devoted his weekends to sharing 
his love of flying through airshows – despite the death of his wife Louise in the tragic flying 
accident returning from the Tzaneen Bush Pilots airshow in 2011.Glen Warden was known to all 
as a true Officer and a gentleman. He would have celebrated his 66th Birthday this week and was 
scheduled to make his last flight as Captain on Flight MN 606 on his Birthday, 16 December. The 
flight will be flown in his honour and is scheduled to land at ORT at 15h15. There was a salute of 
the water cannons as the flight pulled into its parking bay, and another Kalula 737 flew low over 
the runway as the MN 606 was held before crossing the runway. A true tribute to Glen not seen 
before.  He made a massive contribution to aviation in South Africa and will be sorely missed. A 
Memorial Service will be held at Kittyhawk on 7 January 2022. 
 
ENOUGH ALREADY… 
 

Can we just call time on 2021 already? Our batteries are running perilously low and being depleted 
even further by “The Energy Sappers.” You know who we’re talking about – the people, pandemics 
and problems that have made all feel drained to the core: Covid-19, Eskom (quite literally), Ace 
Magashule, Zweli Mkhize, Carl Niehaus, Zuma and his acolytes (still!), that friend who keeps trying 
to prove that South Africa is going to the dogs to justify their recent emigration to Australia, and 
that family member who does vaccine research on Facebook.  It’s bloody exhausting. All of it. 
We’re not the same people we were in March 2020. We’ve lost a lot over the past 21 months. But 
now is as good a time as any to remind ourselves what we’ve gained and what we’ll be taking into 
the new year. You know, the stuff that really matters. Like keeping your social circle small this 
holiday season. Nothing better than being able to keep a country as safe as possible from further 
infections, waves and lockdowns while also not having to spend your time and energy on people 
you don’t really like. Don’t deny it. We all have those energy thieves in our lives and Covid has 
given us the best “get out of socialising” card we could have wished for. High five, Covid protocols. 
(Daily Maverick) 
 
JOINT EYES-IN-THE-SKY EXERCISE: 
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RIVET JOINT aircraft has carried out the first ever eyes-in the-sky mission with a joint British, 
American and Australian crew. They flew a United States Air Force RC-135W of the 55th Wing 
from Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. Crews carried out combat drills during Exercise Resolute 
Hunter over the Fallon Range desert training area near Reno in Nevada. The sortie was designed 
to promote joint Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance interoperability between the three 
Air Forces and develop common insights and operational tactics. All three nations are members of 
the multinational signals’ intelligence sharing ‘Five Eyes,’ alliance and the AUKUS-enhanced 
trilateral security partnership announced in September to defend the Indo-Pacific region. But only 
the RAF’s Waddington based 51 Squadron and the USAF fly the RC-135W. The mission paves 
the way for future cooperation and mission integration and develops ties between the RAF and 
RAAF, who are working closely on the E-7 Wedgetail due to replace the recently retired E-3D 
Sentry and to be flown by 8 Squadron from Lossiemouth. Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Mike Wigston said: “This was a groundbreaking Rivet Joint mission, co-crewed by RAF, USAF 
and RAAF personnel, paving the way for even greater AUKUS interoperability and cooperation in 
the future.” The exercise comes after the UK government signed a £970 million deal with US 
Defence chiefs to maintain Britain’s fleet of three Rivet Joint aircraft, operated as Airseeker by the 
RAF. The move means the Waddington-based 51 Sqn aircraft will also receive the latest 
surveillance capability updates until 2035. (RAF News) 
 
SERGEANT PILOT NORMAN BARBEAU RCAF: 
 

 
 

A plaque has been unveiled to honour a World War Two pilot who died in a plane crash while 
steering the aircraft away from people on the ground. Norman Barbeau's spitfire struck a petrol 
tanker on take-off from Minchinhampton Airfield and crashed in Stratton St Margaret, Swindon, in 
1941. The 20-year-old Canadian died when he struck a tree, but he avoided anyone else being 
killed. The plaque has been placed at the site of the crash at 179 Ermin Street. Susan Kidd, from 
Wroughton, is a relative of Sgt Barbeau and said it was an honour to represent the family at the 
unveiling, with Canadian relatives unable to attend due to the pandemic. "The family are quite 
honoured that Norman is being remembered in this way," she said. "One of Norman's brothers and 
a British man called Tony Carter were the instigators in researching the crash. He was only 20, he 
was a sergeant flying the Spitfire on his own. He lost control and crashed into Ermin Street and the 
tree caught fire. The locals put it out and the tree still stands today," she said. Sgt Barbeau, from 
Montreal, served in the Royal Canadian Air Force and was one of six boys in his family, with four 
of them serving during World War Two. A memorial garden and bench already commemorate his 
bravery, with the blue plaque added on the 80th anniversary of the crash. (RAF News) 
 
CARRIER STRIKE GROUP HOME: 
 

617 Squadron, The Dambusters, have returned to RAF Marham at the conclusion of the Carrier 
Strike Group 21. The arrival of the Squadron’s Lightnings stealth jets comes ahead of the return to 
Portsmouth of the Royal Navy’s flagship aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth when remaining 
RAF personnel will be reunited with their families. During the seven-month deployment the Carrier 
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Strike Group visited or exercised with 44 countries, crossing three oceans and five seas, 
and sailing 49,000 nautical miles to the Indo-Pacific and back.  The 617 Squadron F-35s also 
made over 3,000 deck landings. 
 

 
 

On arrival at RAF Marham, the pilots were greeted by families, colleagues, and the Station 
Commander. The most significant peacetime deployment in a quarter of a century, Carrier Strike 
Group 21 has been more than just a military endeavour, bringing together elements of defence, 
diplomacy and prosperity and flying the flag for Global Britain. (RAF News) 
 
ATLANTIC FLYERS – THAT’S THE SPIRIT: 
 

 
 

The Atlantic Flyers, a team of 4 RAF Pilots will take on the Talisker Whisky Atlantic annual ocean 
rowing Challenge to raise money for Starlight Children’s Foundation. Starting on Sunday 12th 
December and likely taking 30 days, the challenge will see teams from around the world race 
against each other to cross the Atlantic Ocean. The 3000 miles expanse will take roughly 1.5 
million oar strokes, from San Sebastian in La Gomera, Canary Islands to Nelson’s Dockyard, 
English Harbour, Antigua & Barbuda. Commanding the Atlantic Flyer's is Wing Commander Phil 
Holdcroft. He is already a multiple Ultra Marathon and Triathlon winner; former Iron Distance RAF 
Triathlon champion; and one of the few in the RAF to earn his Green Beret. However, tragedy 
truck in 2014, when his daughter, Isla, was diagnosed with Leukemia. Fortunately, Isla is now a 
beautiful, happy and healthy 7-year-old, in her fourth year of remission. To raise money and 
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awareness for the incredible charities that supported them here, Phil has pledged to mark 
each year with a near impossible endurance challenge.  His next is the Talisker Whisky Atlantic 
annual ocean race. Fellow team member Flight Lieutenant Si Berry is an RAF physiotherapist and 
great fitness enthusiast. He is excited to tackle something awe inspiring and life changing, towards 
a journey of self-discovery. Squadron Leader Sonny Roe has already raced for the RAF Enduro-
mountain biking team and completed an Ironman event. Usually found in the cockpit of a 
Eurofighter Typhoon, on Quick Reaction Alert duties, defending the UK against Russian and terror 
related aggression, Sonny will take up oars. Flight Lieutenant Chris Carrington-Smith is a Qualified 
Flying Instructor on the RAF’s newest Turbo Prop training aircraft, teaching new recruits how fly 
and achieve the high standards required of them in a career in military aviation.  He has 
represented the RAF at Sailing, Telemark Skiing and Adventure Racing, and has also competed in 
marathon running, the Ironman triathlon, Fencing and Swimming.  Chris is inspired by the spirit 
and resilience of those in combat, pushing themselves to the extremes for others. Rowers will 
venture into an extreme environment with high waves up to 20 feet and beautiful marine wildlife. 
They may experience sleep deprivation, hallucinations, salt sores, and hunger, while using 800 
sheets of toilet paper and burning over 5,000 calories per day.  But left to their own thoughts amid 
the blue expanse, the race is not only a physical but very mental challenge. (RAF News) 
 
SOLO ON THE OCEAN WAVES: 
 

Not to be upstaged, or even scotched, by the Atlantic Flyers, retired RAF Officer, Burnley-born 
Emma Wolstenholme (39) is planning to leave the Canary Islands in a 20ft rowing boat at the end 
of January, arriving 3,000 nautical miles later in the Caribbean. As well as attempting to break the 
current women's world record of 56 days, 13 hours and 9 minutes, the former St Hilda's RC High 
School pupil is hoping to raise £80,000 for the RAF Air Cadets charity. Emma, who served across 
the Middle East and was the last woman aboard the last helicopter out of Camp Bastion, 
Afghanistan, in 2014, was recently made an honorary ambassador for the organisation, which 
celebrates its 80th anniversary this year. "I believe my mental strength and self-belief stems from 
when I was an air cadet, actively embracing all the opportunities open to me," said Emma, who 
was a member of the 352 Burnley Squadron. "The team spirit often spurred me to literally push 
myself to the edge, once abseiling head-first over a cliff, continuing safely after slipping on the wet 
rock face, dangling upside-down but under the expert guidance of the instructors." Emma believes 
this attitude will stand her in good stead and is confident she can deal with anything by remaining 
calm and following all the right drills, even when facing 15-meter waves in the middle of the 
Atlantic. Not only will she be the first female military veteran, and first former air cadet, to attempt 
the record; she will be embarking on this phenomenal feat of endurance completely alone, with no 
support crew alongside her at any point in the attempt. In order to make the challenge even more 
difficult, she will also be using a pure class boat, which is more streamlined for lower wind 
assistance when compared to a race class boat. "This challenge has to be harder than my last, 
and I don’t want to do it the ‘easy’ way." The race class world record for a woman stands at 49 
days,  
7 hours and 15 minutes– a time she has one eye on (Burnley Herald) 
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CRAZY MONKEY OUTTA BENONI: 
 

 
 

To the insomniacs, dipsomaniacs or very early risers in Benoni who might have seen an airliner 
cruising the quiet streets in the early hours on Tuesday: no, you were not hallucinating. At 1.30am, 
with the “pilots” making the most of low traffic levels, a former FlySafair Boeing 737-400 began its 
last journey from Johannesburg’s OR Tambo International Airport. The aircraft, which had its wings 
removed before being loaded onto an abnormal load flatbed trailer, was en route to the Formula-K 
racetrack south of Benoni’s CBD, where she will be converted into a restaurant.  “Fortunately, she 
is not to be cut up and sold off as scrap metal,” Madelein Hendricks, one of the owners, told 
Sunday Times Daily. The aircraft was bought by Brian Hendricks and Collin Whitaker, who felt 
people were looking for a “completely different culinary experience”. They envisaged buying a 
plane and positioning it in the middle of the racetrack circuit. Formula-K circuit is SA’s leading track 
for kart racing. The Boeing, registration ZS-JRI, was one of the last remaining B737-4Q8 aircraft.                                                                       
“She served her last few years with our friends at FlySafair,” said Hendricks, “touching down for 
the last time on June 22 after a flight from Cape Town”. (News 24) 
 
MEMBERS GREETINGS: 
 

Tony Hampson-Tindale phoned in to offer his Christmas greetings and best wishes to all, after 
what he says have been a challenging couple of years keeping his business afloat… 
 

Our President, David MacKinnon-Little wrote in to say: “With the five horsemen – climate change, 
famine, state failure, migration, and disease – rampaging around the world, the usual seasonal 
wishes seem inappropriate. I wish you and all RAFOC members and their families’ comfort, 
security and sanity for the times ahead.” 
  
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Almost two years since the pandemic began, the world around us still seems to be in a near-
constant state of panic and hysteria, and knee-jerk... Just when we were starting to get back “new 
normal”, another ban on international travel, now lifted... Now 631 days since the start of the great 
lockdown, this is the eighty-ninth weekly Newssheet - “Members News, Reminiscences and 
Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the Club or any other items of interest, that 
will help us all to keep in contact and entertained through the lockdown... the Covid clouds seemed 
to be lifting until Omicron!... 
Thanks for the continued contributions! We’ll use them in successive editions... 
Enjoy the long weekend provided by Reconciliation Day - and please continue to take care –
Support others where you can. Don’t spread alarm and despondency on social media and try to 
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keep cool heads and perspective. Remember that all this, too, shall pass... As you know we 
made a prudent call to cancel the Christmas Ladies Lunch in December – next year will be better... 
so we hope to be able to meet again in the second part of January. 
 

TAILPIECE: 
 

A man told this girl she had a nice back,  
And that she also had quite a good stack, 
Well, that was enough, 
So, she called his bluff, 
And that is why both his eyes are now black. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 

I took my 8-year-old daughter to the office on “Take a Girl Child to Work” day. But when she 
walked into the office, she started to cry. As concerned staff gathered round, I asked her what was 
wrong, and she said: “Daddy, where are all the clowns you said you worked with?”   
 

A guy sat next to me on the train, pulled a photo of his girlfriend from his wallet and said She’s 
beautiful, isn’t she? I said: “if you think she’s beautiful you should see my wife”. He asked,  “Why, 
is she a stunner?” I replied, “No she’s an optician” 
 

Lewis’ geometric conundrum – Pentagon, Hexagon, Octagon, Titlegon… 
 

No matter what life throws at you, a cold beer will always help… 
 

There is no better sunscreen… than sitting inside a pub… 
 
CAMELS ARE COMING – A MODERN PARABLE: 
 

The founder of Dubai, Sheik Rashid, was asked about the future of his country, and he replied, 
"My grandfather rode a camel, my father rode a camel, I ride a Mercedes, my son rides a Land 
Rover, and my grandson is going to ride a Land Rover… but my great-grandson is going to have 
to ride a camel again. Why is that, he was asked?  And his reply was, “Hard times create strong 
men, strong men create easy times. Easy times create weak men, weak men create difficult times. 
Many will not understand it, but you have to raise warriors, not parasites.” And add to that the 
historical reality that all great empires... the Persians, the Trojans, the Egyptians, the Greeks, the 
Romans, and in later years, the British... all rose and perished within 240-years. They were not 
conquered by external enemies; they rotted from within. America has now passed that 240-year 
mark, and the rot is starting to be visible and is accelerating. We are past the Mercedes and Land 
Rover. Years…. the camels are on the horizon. The greatest generation consisted of 18-year-old 
kids [by conscription, not voluntary] storming the Normandy beaches as Operation Overlord was 
mounted to free Europe. And now, two generations later, some 18-year-old kids want to hide in 
safe rooms when they hear words that hurt their feelings. They also want free stuff from the 
government because they think they are entitled to it. The "camels are on the horizon" for sure.  
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