
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 93 
14th JANUARY 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 659... Back to school... Politically and financially bankrupt ANC celebrating 110 years of 
progress and decline – they should have cancelled the event in honour of Archbishop Denis 
Tutu??.... Gala dinner plunged into darkness.... more rain and devastating floods in Eastern Cape... 
mayhem continues on SA roads despite Fikile’s grandstanding adverts... homeless man charged 
with terrorism and committed to Valkenberg for observation... Black Mfolozi River literally black after 
coal mine slurry dam collapses, threatens Hluhluwe and iSimangaliso reserves... for once it appears 
that the NCCC has made the right calls on response to Omicron...some good cricket in the SA/India 
games… 
In the UK, a rebuke for Number 10 and the gay cake row.... Yes, PM, the party’s over... Covid-19: 
UK's Boris Johnson slams anti-vaxxers' 'mumbo jumbo': thousands of 'virus' patients were in hospital 
for other reasons... Travel firms are reporting a long-awaited surge in demand... Djokovic “trapped 
in hotel full of fleas' tennis star is a pawn in a cynical political game”… It was all a mistake”... Boris 
Johnson's intervention over Novak Djokovic – BoJo and Djoko should swap notes ... Australia 
continues to make a right royal cock-up of the Djokovic affair... why the misuse of Ben Stokes in the 
Ashes has been a failure of tactics and management... Prince Andrew has had a long and bumpy 
road to his hearing this week, now faces a civil trial – maybe Scott Morrison could take some tips 
from Andrew? 
Joe Biden accuses Donald Trump of 'holding a dagger to the throat of America' over Capitol riot and 
attack a year ago.... US inflation at 7% - Joe hails this as progress... Russian “peacekeeping” troops 
fly into Kazakhstan.... dozens of protesters killed in the worst unrest since the fall of the Soviet Union 
thirty years ago... tensions flaring over Ukraine... Joe Biden warns Putin about consequences of 
invading Ukraine... Russia opposes Ukraine joining NATO... snow in Saudi Arabia... Boycotts, Covid 
and controversy as Beijing Olympics draw near: Biden threatens Beijing... there has not been much 
Air Force news over the last week, so a look at the world around us is this week’s flavour... 
“Drunk, smashed, wasted” – when you’ve had enough of it all, you can now get fashionably 
“trousered”  
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ARCHBISHOP TUTU’S LEGACY: 
 

                                           
 
WHAT A STRANGE, BRAVE NEW WORLD WE LIVE IN... 
 

Brave New World is a dystopian social science fiction novel by English author Aldous Huxley, 
written in 1931 and published in 1932. Largely set in a futuristic World State, whose citizens are 
environmentally engineered into an intelligence-based social hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge 
scientific advancements in reproductive technology, sleep-learning, psychological 
manipulation and classical conditioning that are combined to make a dystopian society which is 
challenged by only a single individual: the story's protagonist. Huxley followed this book with a 
reassessment in essay form, Brave New World Revisited (1958), and with his final 
novel, Island (1962), the utopian counterpart. The novel is often compared to George 
Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four (published 1949). In 1999, the Modern Library ranked Brave New 
World at number 5 on its list of the 100 best English-language novels of the 20th century. In 
2003, Robert McCrum, writing for The Observer, included Brave New World chronologically at 
number 53 in "the top 100 greatest novels of all time", and the novel was listed at number 87 on The 
Big Read survey by the BBC. Despite this, Brave New World has frequently been banned and 
challenged since its original publication. It has landed on the American Library Association list of top 
100 banned and challenged books of the decade since the association began the list in 1990. The 
events of the Depression in the UK in 1931, with its mass unemployment and the abandonment of 
the gold currency standard, persuaded Huxley to assert that stability was the "primal and ultimate 
need" if civilisation was to survive the present crisis. Huxley used the setting and characters in his 
science fiction novel to express widely felt anxieties, particularly the fear of losing individual identity 
in the fast-paced world of the future. An early trip to the United States gave Brave New World much 
of its character. Huxley was outraged by the culture of youth, commercial cheeriness, and sexual 
promiscuity, and the inward-looking nature of many Americans; he had also found the book “My Life 
and Work” by Henry Ford on the boat to America, and he saw the book's principles applied in 
everything he encountered after leaving San Francisco. The title Brave New World derives 
from Miranda's speech in William Shakespeare's The Tempest, Act V, Scene I: “O wonder! How 
many goodly creatures are there here! How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world, that has 
such people in it.” 
 
 
 
 

On 26 December the death of Archbishop Tutu led to an 
outpouring of admiration for the man and his struggle for 
social justice; particularly the way he combined 
compassion, humour, forgiveness, bravery and his refusal 
under any circumstance or situation to surrender the rights 
of the poor and oppressed. It was significant how, in much 
of the commentary, Tutu’s struggle was celebrated as a 
struggle for social justice. Predictably though, once the Arch 
was interred, making a statement even in death with his 
simple coffin and decision to be water-cremated, the 
caravan quickly moved on. The realpolitik of overlooking 
and making excuses for endemic social injustice has quickly 
returned. Blind eye syndrome, defined as a loss of sight and 
agency when it comes to poverty and inequality, a condition 
mostly affecting South Africa’s elites, became the norm 
once more. (Especially at the Birthday Bunfight) 
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SIGNAL HONOUR FOR RODGER FOSTER AND AIRLINK: 
 

 
 

In complete contrast to the decline and fall of SAA, Airlink has gone from strength to strength in the 
last 30 years. This has been recognised internationally in the award of “The National Order of the 
Southern Cross (Ordem Nacional do Cruzeiro do Sul)” which is the highest symbol of recognition 
and gratitude that the Brazilian government awards exclusively to foreign citizens who have proven 
to be active and committed friends of Brazil, the Brazilian people and their institutions. Only two 
South African recipients have received this honour, President Thabo Mbeki, and Judge Albie Sachs. 
"While I understand and appreciate that this Order is granted to an individual, I accept it with gratitude 
on behalf of every Airlink team member and our stakeholders." - Rodger Foster. National Order of 
the Southern Cross Award: Decoration bestowment by HE Ambassador Sérgio França Danese. 
 #FlyAirlink #Aviation #AviationNews #AirTravel. Watch ceremony at: https://youtu.be/Xlktmy_Alnc 
 
RANGE ANXIETY: 
 

The epic fight over who controls the future of the car industry is about to get a whole lot more 
interesting. Tesla, the pioneer, and pacesetter, has dominated the early rounds of the new-energy 
age, capturing investors’ imaginations with a vision for what the next generation of vehicles looks 
like and seizing the nascent market for fully electric cars. In the other corner are giants of scale: 
Volkswagen and Toyota. The disconnect between how far South Africans drive every day and how 
much range they want an electric car to have is a clear indicator that “range anxiety” is a matter 
which needs to be addressed in the local electric vehicle market. J.D. Power (unfortunate name) 
describes range anxiety as “what an electric vehicle driver feels when the battery charge is low, and 
the usual sources of electricity are unavailable.” “It sparks a fear of getting stranded somewhere, 
which adds time, inconvenience, and stress to a journey. Studies show that driving range and a lack 
of charging infrastructure are the primary reasons people do not consider EVs when buying a new 
vehicle.” The fear of being stranded due to an electric vehicle running out of power appears to be 
very much on the mind of local drivers, based on feedback from TopAuto readers. In October 2021, 
TopAuto ran its Automotive Survey in which 1,459 TopAuto readers took part. One of the questions 
in the survey was: How many kilometres do you drive per day on average? 65% of respondents in 
the survey stated that they drive under 50km per day – a reflection of what an average driver does. 
In November, TopAuto’s readers were then asked in a website poll: How much range on a single 
charge should an electric car have to be “usable” for your daily driving? 2,841 votes were cast, and 
the results were the inverse of the driving habits established by the survey - 71% of respondents 
stated that an electric car would need to provide over 200km of range on a single charge for it to be 
suitable for their daily needs. This disparity points to a strong desire from prospective car buyers for 
their electric vehicle to have much more range than they would need on a daily basis. (TopAuto) 
 
MEMBERS WRITE: 
 

Rob Tannahill writes from Hermanus: “Wishing you and your families only good things for 2022. 
The way the world is spinning I sometimes suspect that we in RSA might just be in the best place 
after all... All is well with us in our safe and happy bubble in Hermanus. Local estate agents say they 
are inundated with enquiries not only from Gautengers and KZN-ers, etc.  but also from 
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Capetonians. In just the last 3 years they say that the average in Hermanus has dropped from 
114yrs to 55yrs - looks like it will drop even further with all these work-from-homers. Take care, be 
safe - and I hold thumbs that your committee meetings and functions will very shortly revert to 
normal. Rob and Sandra and cat & hounds.  
P.S. Last night we had a power failure for 1 hour.  I suspect it was ONLY 1 hr because word is 
recently out that Andre de Ruyter has bought a home in Vermont - our suburb - also, last night 
various people posted that they had never seen so many Eskom vehicles in one place. In the future 
I suspect no more power cuts at all.”  
 

Bruce Prescott sends greetings from Howick and writes: “The article on Airfield brings back many 
happy memories as that is where I lived from the age of 8 [1948 to 1971], 2 Blenheim Avenue corner 
of Whitley, and attended Tom Newby primary school when it was established for “English 
Europeans” separated from the Afrikaners overnight who either stayed on or were transferred to 
Brandwag at the corner of 5th avenue and 6th street in Airfield. I knew the history of Airfield and 
knew every street name but what puzzled me was why tall trees were planted around the 
perimeter.  I was told that the RAF used it for flight training in Tiger Moths, but am not sure if that is 
true. However, a President of the Royal Aeronautical Society, the late Tom Kerr [who named his UK 
home “Bundu”] and was a WW2 fighter pilot told me that he was trained at Airfield in Tigers. At the 
beginning we had ordinary gravel roads, coal-fired geysers, exterior bucket-type toilets with the 
horse-driven shoosh cart with paraffin lantern dangling underneath roaming the streets around 
midnight exchanging full buckets with empties.  In later years the streets were tarred, storm water 
drains built, telephone lines installed. We were 54-4571! I emigrated to the USA to work at Boeing 
in 1969, while my dear mother stayed on in that house until the early 1980s and sold our house, 
designed by my architect uncle, for some R24 000. It was the most modern architecture in Benoni 
including all the Northmead, Rynfield and Farrarmere. I knocked down the wall between the coal 
shed and garage to make a larger space for my workshop where I modified and overhauled my 
Mercedes 190SL engines many times.  I remember the Police Mechanical Training College very well 
as it was built across the road from my first Benoni school, Std 1 at Government Village. I used the 
open field there to fly my kites.” (Tom Newby School has celebrated its 70th Anniversary and has pupils who are 
third generation of the original families) 
 
Cookie Cookson: Christmas greeting to you all from the UK. I trust you are as well as can be 
expected over these very strange times we are living through. It is indeed astonishing that the 
RAFOC Committee are up to #89 of the Ramblings. (belated insertion - ED) Due to the travel restrictions, 
we returned from Abu Dhabi to the UK in August 2020. By the end of my final tour, I was ready to 
depart, with the Air Attached job becoming exhausting; with the Emiratis incapable or mostly 
unwilling to find solutions. SMac and I are a year past retiring from the RAF (Nov 2020) and continue 
with our 'grey' gap year. Even outside of COVID it would have been strange but, with all that we 
have experienced, it has been downright weird and a tad laughable, mostly for the wrong reasons! 
I'm sure that you have all seen how much COVID has allowed standards to slide and not giving a 
damn to sadly become the norm. After 39 years in the RAF, the final act was to have a civilian 
member of the admin staff cut up my military ID Card, and... that was it! The additional farce to this 
underwhelming sojourn was to have my valedictory letter left on the doorstep... in the pouring rain! 
I could only laugh at this sublimely, ridiculous situation. Nevertheless, the letter, which remained dry, 
was most pleasant in that beautifully pompous, 3 Star green-inked fashion. I'm not bitter and can, 
thankfully, see the humour through these dark days. Luckily the vast majority of the 39 years were 
fantastic; that is what I continue to remember with great fondness. Despite getting older we remain 
cheerful and, generally, in good health. Over the last 18 months, time has mostly flown past. More 
often than not I only knew the day of the week by food and events; Korean Noodles (Thursday), Fish 
and Chips (Friday from the pub) - time to start drinking and bin / rubbish collection (Monday) - time 
to (possibly) stop drinking. I trust you are able to buy booze again despite Omicron! 
Wishing the RAFOC community a safe, healthy and happy festive season. Yours sincerely, Cookie 
and SMac 
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SANDF CASUALTY IN CABO DELGADO: 
 

  
 

The death of a South African Special Forces operator in a firefight with ASWJ (Al Sunnah wa 
Jama’ah) insurgents in Mozambique will not be in vain, said the SANDF. Corporal Tebogo Radebe, 
a 31-year-old, 5 Special Forces Regiment operator, was buried in his Paul Roux, Free State, home 
town where his commanding officer Colonel Michael Khasebe told mourners “We lost a hero.” 
Radebe died in a firefight with ASWJ insurgents, called “terrorists” by the SADC Mission in 
Mozambique (SAMIM), on 20 December in an ambush near Chai village in Mozambique’s 
beleaguered Cabo Delgado province. Sandu (SA National Defence Union) was among the first to 
honour the fallen operator. Pikkie Greeff, national secretary of South Africa’s largest military labour 
organisation, said Radebe’s death was “a stark reminder” of the war South Africa was part of in 
Mozambique. “This is as real as it gets for any soldier. Our soldiers go into combat knowing lives 
are at stake, they choose to do this for the greater good and for peace and stability in the sub-
continent. The deployment continues without air combat support, such as attack helicopters or 
fighter aircraft, which is regrettable as it is potentially a game changer in this operation.” The lack of 
top cover, in the form of either SA Air Force (SAAF) Gripen or Hawk jets or the home-grown Rooivalk 
combat support helicopter, during the ambush was noted by commentators. They included 
Democratic Alliance (DA) shadow defence and military veterans minister Kobus Marais and retired 
air force officers. One, preferring anonymity, said “it had to be borne in mind there were five Oryx 
medium transport and three Rooivalk helicopters deployed as a combined helicopter unit (CHU) for 
MONUSCO in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). With the Gripens grounded (reported on 
DefenceWeb in December) there is nothing else to send.”  In a related article on SADC, Southern African 
leaders meeting in Malawi this week must reinforce their military mission fighting insurgents in 
northern Mozambique, a mission which is “ridiculously under-resourced for the task it has been 
given.”  
 

WHO DARES GINS: 
 

  
 

Veteran Regiment officer Sqn Ldr Lance Whitehead is toasting Forces charities - by donating some 
of the profits from the sales of his RAF themed 'Finest Hour' Gin to good causes. The former Rock 
Ape is part of an Air Force dynasty stretching back to World War I, and has pledged that £5 from 
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every bottle sold will be split between the RAF Association and the RAF Benevolent Fund. His 
father flew Wellington and Lancaster bombers while his mother served with the WRAF in Egypt and 
Palestine. His brother, Sqn Ldr Martin Whitehead, was a fast jet instructor at RAF Chivenor and 
Valley while son Miles served with 1 Sqn, RAF Regiment before embarking on a new career. Lance, 
who runs the Dartmouth English Gin company, said: "The RAF is in my DNA. While serving I always 
supported the Air Force charities and I always wanted to do something after I left the Service.” 
https://www.dartmouth-gin.com/     
 
RADIO SPECTRUM RISKS: 
 

As the ether gets more and more crowded with wireless transmissions, and there is more competition 
for a share of spectrum, the risk of clashes is real. This is the case with 5G for smartphones and the 
frequencies used for radio altimeters.  AT&T and Verizon have reluctantly agreed to delay deploying 
5G wireless services using C-band spectrum for two weeks beyond the scheduled Jan 5 start date, 
giving the FAA more time to prevent airspace system disruptions arising from the potential of 
interference with aircraft radio altimeters. AT&T and Verizon CEOs have proposed 5G exclusion 
zones based on an airport operating model adopted in France to minimise the risk of interference. 
The spectrum launch is back on - now two weeks later to January 19 - but it’s been an unusually 
rocky road for US wireless carriers, bouncing between regulators at the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), and increasingly vocal unions for 
pilots and flight attendants. At the heart of all of it is a nagging fear that the latest round of 5G 
spectrum will pose a threat to commercial airlines and their passengers. But it’s such a complicated 
issue that it’s best to unpack it one piece at a time. Watch this space... 
 
CHIP SHORTAGES: 
 

The semiconductor shortage that decimated auto production and sales last year is poised to stick 
around in 2022. Delivery times for chips lengthened six days to roughly 26 weeks in December 
compared with the previous month, according to research by Susquehanna Financial Group - the 
longest since the firm began tracking the data in 2017. Mercedes said this week it’s keeping in place 
a task force set up in response to the bottleneck because it’s expecting especially limited supply in 
the first half. The luxury-car maker expects the situation to ease toward the end of the year, but that 
was also the prediction in early 2021 until fires and freak weather exacerbated the shortage. 
Colleagues in Asia recently wrote in this space about the steps carmakers are taking to gain greater 
control over chip availability. Stellantis, for example, has inked a deal with Foxconn to jointly develop 
the components. Expect more of those agreements to take form over the coming months.                                                                                                                           
China is the largest market for VW, BMW, and Mercedes, so defending or even expanding market 
share there will be a major priority for all three German manufacturers. This year is also special 
because China’s relaxed foreign ownership rules take effect. BMW, which just revealed 
it beat Mercedes in global luxury-car sales last year for the first time since 2015, expects to get a 
nod this quarter from Chinese regulators for its plan to fully consolidate its local car-making joint 
venture with China’s Brilliance. (TopAuto) 
 
QUEEN IN THE SADDLE ON 
PLATINUM JUBILEE COIN: 
 

  
 

The Queen's Platinum Jubilee will be marked with a coin 
celebrating her great love of horse riding, after she 
personally approved a new image showing the defining 
pastime of her reign. The Queen will be seen on 
horseback on her Jubilee coins, in a design echoing the 
image on commemorative currency from her Coronation 
nearly 70 years ago. The picture, by artist John Bergdahl, 
will appear on the "head" side of 50p and £5 coins 
designed to be collected. 
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AFB YSTERPLAAT - SAAF ASSISTS PARLIAMENT:                                                                    

 
 

Military firefighting expertise was part of the overall effort to quell the devastating fire that swept 
through Parliament last week. The skills of firefighters based at Air Force Base (AFB) Ysterplaat in 
Cape Town were mobilised by the Base Commander and a seven-man operational team with logistic 
support in the form of Warrant Officer 1 Jan Wilson and Sergeant Wayne Wood was deployed: 
Sergeants Dudley Bosman, Theodore Chippendale, Ashraf Madatt, Benjamin Fortuin, William 
Jonkers, Stefan Venter and Neil Kirkwood did Parliamentary fire duty. The team drawn from the 
base’s military aviation rescue and firefighting service responded with the base’s Rhino fire tender. 
On arrival at the Parliament building areas of the upper roof were well alight. The SAAF team 
reported to the forward command station and promptly deployed to relieve City of Cape Town 
(COCT) fire teams extinguishing the fifth-floor roof fire. After extensive offensive firefighting 
techniques were applied, the fire was brought under control. Damping down of structural elements 
continued into the early morning hours with the subsiding wind and drop in temperature working in 
favour of fire suppressing efforts. “At this stage, the City of Cape Town incident commander directed 
firefighting activities into salvage and overhaul phases with continuous monitoring. Duty carried out, 
the SAAF fire team withdrew at 01h30 on 04 January with no injuries reported.” (DefenceWeb) 
 

“It is with shock, disbelief and sadness that the Heritage Association of South Africa learned of the 
fire that engulfed the Houses of Parliament in Cape Town on 2nd January. The damage is a tragic 
and devastating loss for all South Africans. We mourn with all South Africans. A building of this 
stature lives through and for its past, its present and its future. This heritage building came into its 
own after 1994. As the legislative capital of the country, Parliament represents the essence of 
democracy. It was declared a National Heritage Site by the South African Heritage Resources 
Agency (SAHRA) and given a Grade 1 national status – the highest grade possible. It is a neo-
classical building and compares to the official dominion buildings that evolved in Canada and 
Australia. The building is filled with treasures of the past of all South Africa’s communities. In recent 
years great effort has been expended on ensuring that the building in all its dimensions speaks for 
all South Africans. Our Parliament is the custodian of our identity. Colonial history was simply one 
layer in the history of parliamentary progress. It is a building that dates back to the 19th century. The 
oldest section, which today houses the National Council of Provinces dates back to 1885.” 
(Heritage Associated, abbreviated.) 
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WHEN THE BALLOON WENT UP... 
 

  
Balloon Leaving Dover, Jean-Pierre François Blanchard and Dr. John Jeffries depart Dover, 7 January 1785, by E.W. 
Cocks, oil on canvas, ca. 1840 (Science Museum, London) 
 

7 January 1785: On a clear, calm day, Jean-Pierre François Blanchard and Doctor John Jeffries flew across 
the English Channel in a hydrogen-filled balloon. They lifted off from Dover Castle, Kent, England at about 
1:00 p.m. The journey to Guînes, Pas-de-Calais, France, took about two and a half hours. The balloon was 
approximately 8.2 meters (27 feet) in diameter. A gondola was suspended beneath the gas envelope, 
equipped with oar-like devices that were intended to steer and propel the light-than-aircraft. With 
sufficient buoyancy to just lift the two aeronauts and their equipment, the Channel crossing was made at a 
very low altitude. During the flight, all ballast, their equipment and most of their clothing were jettisoned. They 
crossed the French coast at about 3:00 p.m. and at 3:30, came to rest in a clearing in the Felmores Forest, 
near Guînes. 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

The world around us continues to be in a chaotic state of panic and hysteria – or over-reaction, 
denial and rebellion.... 
Now 659 days since the start of the great lockdown, this is the ninety-third weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other items of interest, to help us keep in contact and entertained through the lockdown... 
Just when it appeared that things were starting to come back to some kind of normal, another 
bogeyman – the spectre of the Next Variant!... 
Thanks for the continued contributions.... We’ll use them in successive editions... and please 
continue to take care – Support others where you can. Don’t spread alarm and despondency on 
social media and try to keep cool heads and perspective. 
Remember that all this, too, shall pass... 
We look forward to resuming lunches, probably in February, and will keep you all posted. 
The Committee again wishes all members and their families everything of the best for the New 
Year.... 
 
TAILPIECE: 
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B eau fighter Boys  
B EHTB EAU ER  

 
BEAUFIGHTER BOYS: 
 

 
 

Researched many years ago by the author for a project which didn't come to fruition Beaufighter air 
and ground crew gave freely of their stories which ranged from complete memoirs to brief anecdotes. 
And there were a plethora of original photographs for him to choose from. Graham Pitchfork has 
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built on these reminiscences to trace the roles of Beaufighter squadrons spread across all the 
theatres of  World War II operations. From home bases, through north-west Europe, North Africa, 
Malta and the Mediterranean to the far Far East and south-west Pacific, the Beaufighter served far 
and wide, as did the crews of the RAF, RAAF, SAAF and New Zealand and Canadian squadrons. 
All are covered in Beaufighter Boys, True Tales from those who Flew Bristol’s Mighty Twin 
(grubstreet.co.uk, paperback, rrp £14.99), a unique book to be savoured by all those interested in the war 
in the air from 1939-1945. Air Cdre Graham Pitchfork spent 36 years in the RAF, as a navigator, and 
commanded 208 Squadron. He was director of Air Warfare and before retiring was director of Military 
Intelligence at the MOD. He is the author of several successful aviation books, including Buccaneer 
Boys. In 2012 he received both the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators awards and the Air Power 
Association Award of the CP Robertson Memorial Trophy for services to aviation writing. 
 
LOOKING BACK TO 1922: 
 

A hundred years on, many of these events continue to affect our world or lives today... 
 

British Mandate of Palestine approved in January 1922 
 

The first use of insulin as a diabetes treatment takes place during January 1922 in Toronto. The 
treatment was given to 14-year-old diabetic Leonard Thompson who had been near death but had 
rapidly recovered after receiving the insulin shots, proving the treatment to be successful.  
 

Agatha Christie publishes “The Secret Adversary” also in January Pope Benedict XV dies 
(apparently of Covid) 
 

Miners on the Rand begin a strike in January leading to the Rand Rebellion in March 1922 
 

Knickerbocker Theatre Roof Collapses in Washington DC due to weight of snow 
 

Reader’s Digest magazine: The first issue of was published during February 1922 
 

Mahatma Ghandi Chauri Chaura Incident: Nationalist Mob Sets Fire to a Police Station, prompting 
Gandhi to Call Off the Non-Cooperation Movement. Gandhi is arrested in March on Charges of 
Inciting Violence 
 

Charles Lindbergh Arrives in April at Nebraska Aircraft Corporation 
 

First Mid-Air Collision in April 1922 of Commercial Airliners: The aircraft involved were a deHaviland 
DH-18A and a Farman F-60, also known as a Goliath. The DH-18A was flying mail occupied by the 
pilot and a young boy steward, while the Goliath was carrying three passengers, a pilot, and a 
mechanic. 
 

Lincoln Memorial dedicated in May: “IN THIS TEMPLE AS IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE 
FOR WHOM HE SAVED THE UNION THE MEMORY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN IS ENSHRINED 
FOREVER.” 
 

Louis Armstrong joins Creole Jazz Band in Chicago 
 

King George V Opens new concrete tennis stadium Centre Court at Wimbledon. 
 

The Irish Civil War began during June. The conflict was fought between the Irish Nationalists and 
the Irish Republicans. The war erupted over the Anglo-Irish Treaty which established the Irish Free 
State. Pro-Treaty nationalists were backed by the United Kingdom who wanted Northern Ireland to 
remain linked to the United Kingdom. The civil war continued for 11 months with the Pro-Treaty 
forces claiming victory in the end 
 

Alexander Graham Bell Dies in August. 
 

Ronald Reagan is Baptized at Christ Church in September 
 

The British Broadcasting Company (BBC) is formed on October 18 and financed by a Post Office 
license fee of 10 shillings, payable by anyone owning a radio receiver. 
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Amelia Earhart sets altitude record for female pilots: On October 22, 1922, Earhart flew the 
Airster to an altitude of 14,000 feet (4,300 m), setting a world record for female pilots. 
 

The USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) is created on December 30 News Events with a 
single-party political system (Communist Party) 
 

The beginning of The Great Plague... 
 


