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GREETINGS: 
 

Day 666... more beastly news... the crazy explosions of news that kicked off this year with a bang 
continue... Tsunami in Tonga Floods in E free state and Ladysmith in KZN... Tonga volcano / First 
pictures show islands blanketed in ash as two deaths confirmed  Zimbabwe owes South African 
Airways and other international airlines a total of US$177.6 million in funds that cannot be 
repatriated... Mafe wins round 1 and moves from Valkenberg to Pollsmoor... the governing party 
appoints and recommends crooks, lackeys, sycophants and all manner of incompetents into official 
positions... E Cape fails to deliver school supplies – yet again... Swingeing Eskom tariff increase of 
20.5% “to pay for private producers” – How does that work?... Entire Vaal River system 100% plus 
– no shortage of water, but what we do with the sewerage at the other end is another story... Chaos 
in Joburg City Council... Moti family go to ground... Currie Cup rugby season starts... Proteas won 
Indian tests against the odds - and Quinton de Kock back in the squad... 
PartyGate: The big story: Covid rules head's Downing Street party... were there parties every day of 
the week? "Pork pie plot"... Johnson lied about lockdown party, former aide Cummings claims – well, 
he would, wouldn’t he?... the baffling Boris Effect and why so many still love him... Liz Truss a likely 
lass... UK Magistrates are to be given powers to jail criminals for up to a year... Double the number 
of migrants could cross the Channel this year... Prince Andrew stripped of military titles and rank... 
Dukes of York and Sussex will not be awarded the Queen's Platinum Jubilee medal like other 
members of the Armed Forces... England’s post-Ashes rebuild... 
Djoko eventually deported (England should have selected him for the Ashes – it took 2 weeks for 
the Aussies to get him out...) Ukraine/Russia confrontation spiralling - “This is Putin’s last territorial 
demand in Europe”... Poor Old Joe predicts that Vladimir Putin will "move in" to Ukraine – White 
House scrambling to clear up latest gaffe... UK Muslim maniac enters US illegally, holds synagogue 
hostage... Taliban pepper spray women protesters...  Omicron lays waste to India’s huge wedding 
season - ‘It’s a total disaster’...” Rocket Man” fires another ballistic missile in N Korea... the curse of 
Coved appears to kill off a politician's chance of re-election... 
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SPITFIRE ON SALE FOR £4.5M: 
 

 
 

A vintage Spitfire that fought in the Second World War and starred in the classic film The Battle of 
Britain is set to sell for a record £4.5 million at auction. The plane has an extraordinarily high number 
of original components, a “continuous history” and remains airworthy, all of which contribute to its 
high value. Some 82 years after they played a key role in its finest hour, up to 70 Spitfires are still 
airworthy and able to grace the skies above Britain. Few, however, can claim to be as complete and 
original as the 1943 Supermarine Spitfire Mark LF IXb – MH415. The Aircraft Sales Company, which 
is auctioning MH415 on behalf of an Australian consortium, claims that 90 per cent of its components 
were those originally fitted at the factory in Castle Bromwich, Solihull, in 1943. That includes the 
interior of the cockpit, which is still in its Second World War specification, including the pilot seat, 
throttle, control column as well as the gunsight 
 
BOEING DEFENCE LOGISTICS: 

 
 

UK military operations worldwide will be supported under a new five-year £460 million contract with 
Boeing Defence UK to improve logistics from the warehouse to the frontline. The deal is expected 
to deliver £54m in efficiency savings by giving all three Services access to a single technology-
enabled inventory system covering everything from washers and bolts to replacement parts for 
nuclear missiles. Defence Procurement Minister Jeremy Quin said: “This contract helps ensure our 
Armed Forces can rapidly deploy personnel and equipment on operations at home and abroad 
whenever required.” Director Support Transformation at UK Strategic Command, Air Vice-Marshal 
Richard Hill, said: “Securing this contract will provide the means to deliver and modernise Logistic 
Information Systems. This in turn will enable our defence transformation programme by integrating 
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with industry partners.” The prime mover is the Boeing C-17 which is capable of rapid, strategic 
delivery of troops and all types of cargo to main operating bases anywhere in the world. The 
Globemaster’s load-bearing rear ramp and digitally controlled loading systems, combined with the 
skills of its crews and ground handlers, enable large, complex items of equipment, including Chinook 
helicopters, military vehicles and other heavy items of specialist kit to be loaded. It can transport 
100,000lb (45,360kg) of freight more than 4,500nm (8,334km) while flying at altitudes above 
35,000ft.  The aircraft’s design enables high-angle, steep approaches at relatively slow speeds, 
allowing it to operate into small, austere airfields and onto runways as short as 3,500ft long and just 
90ft wide. 
 
VIRGIN ORBIT SATELLITE LAUNCH: 

 
 

An RAF Pilot was part of the flight crew during yesterday’s successful launch of several satellites 
by Virgin Orbit, as part of their Above the Clouds mission, taking off from Mojave Air and Space Port 
in California. The satellites were launched from Virgin Orbit’s airborne launch platform, Cosmic Girl, 
a Boeing 747-400.  It was flown by Eric Lippert, Virgin Orbit’s Chief Pilot, and Flight Lieutenant 
Mathew 'Stanny' Stannard, who has been on an industrial placement with Virgin Orbit’s Pilot Corps 
since 2019.  Flight Lieutenant Stannard is an RAF test Pilot, who recorded over 1,000 flight hours 
flying the Tornado GR4 and the Typhoon before his placement with Virgin Orbit. The mission 
manifest for this launch comprised numerous small satellites which went into Low Earth Orbit, 
including satellites operated by the US Department of Defence, Polish company SatRevolution, and 
a satellite manufactured in Scotland and operated by Spire Global. "The RAF congratulates Virgin 
Orbit on another successful rocket launch, and especially the part played by one of our pilots, Flight 
Lieutenant Mathew Stannard. We look forward to seeing Mathew and the Virgin Orbit team at 
Spaceport Cornwall later this year for their first launch from the UK. "Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike 
Wigston, Chief of the Air Staff. 
                                                          
AIRBUS HYDROGEN CONCEPT: 
 

 
My inclination is that the hydrogen 
tanks would be under-belly, not under-wing should this prove to be a practical concept. But Jeez, 

Another concept from Airbus based on hydrogen as an 
energy source, stored as a liquid underneath. The wings [they 
say, but I don’t see sufficient capacity for such underwing 
storage in these artist’s renditions]. The ideal storage of high 
pressure gas or liquid is spherical or at least ellipsoidal, 
definitely not a flat surface as depicted in these images. But 
give credit where beauty combined with innovation is due. 
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Passengers could be claustrophobic and 90 second evacuation impossible under current 
regulations. (Sent in with comment by Bruce Prescott) 
 
2021TALISKER WHISKY ATLANTIC CHALLENGE: 
 

 
 
The fourth week of the Challenge has seen the remaining 35 ocean rowing boats, including the RAF 
Atlantic Flyers and two crews from South Devon, eye the finish in their task of completing the 2021 
Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge, the world’s toughest row organised by Atlantic Campaigns. 
Thirty-six crews left San Sebastian de La Gomera on December 12 in the 3,000-mile unsupported 
rowing race across the Atlantic Ocean west from San Sebastian in La Gomera, Canary Islands 
(280N 180W) to Nelson’s Dockyard in English Harbour, Antigua and Barbuda (170N 610W).                                                                                                                 
Positions after four weeks at sea: 1 Swiss Raw (Race class) Switzerland Four crew 494 nautical 
miles to finish, and 2 RAF Atlantic Flyers (R) GB Four 617 nautical miles to finish                                                                                       
Crews can be tracked at www.taliskerwhiskyatlanticchallenge.com/ 
  
5G OR NOT 5G? 5G FURTHER DELAYED: 
 

WASHINGTON, Jan 17 (Reuters) - The chief executives of major U.S. passenger and cargo carriers 
on Monday warned of an impending "catastrophic" aviation crisis in less than 36 hours, when 
AT&T (T.N) and Verizon (VZ.N) are set to deploy new 5G service. The airlines warned the new C-
Band 5G service set to begin on Wednesday could render a significant number of widebody aircraft 
unusable, "could potentially strand tens of thousands of Americans overseas" and cause "chaos" for 
U.S. flights. "Unless our major hubs are cleared to fly, the vast majority of the travelling and shipping 
public will essentially be grounded," wrote the chief executives of American Airlines (AAL.O), Delta 
Air Lines (DAL.N), United Airlines, Southwest Airlines (LUV.N) and others in a letter first reported by 
Reuters. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has warned that potential interference could 
affect sensitive airplane instruments such as altimeters and hamper low-visibility operations.                                                                                                                             
"This means that on a day like yesterday, more than 1,100 flights and 100,000 passengers would 
be subjected to cancellations, diversions or delays," the letter cautioned. Airlines late on Monday 
were considering whether to begin cancelling some international flights that are scheduled to arrive 
in the United States on Wednesday. Action is urgent, the airlines added in the letter also signed by 
UPS Airlines (UPS.N), Alaska Air (ALK.N), Atlas Air (AAWW.O), JetBlue Airways and FedEx 
Express (FDX.N). "To be blunt, the nation’s commerce will grind to a halt." The letter went to White 
House National Economic Council director Brian Deese, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, 
FAA Administrator Steve Dickson and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairwoman 
Jessica Rosenworcel. State of Play: The launch of 5G has been further postponed as of 19 
January... 
BIG PLANS FOR PRASA 2022: 
 



 5
Transport Minister Fikile Mbalula has announced, “In the new year, the Department of Transport will 
provide a comprehensive update to the nation on the progress we have made in implementing the 
PRASA Corporate Plan and the Shareholders’ Compact. “This update will also include the White 
Paper on National Rail Policy, which will be tabled before Cabinet in the New Year. “Our efforts to 
turn around PRASA will not take us 30 years but will deliver tangible results in the coming year. Most 
of the corridors that were shut down will be back to full operation in the new year, including the 
central line in Cape Town and the Mabopane line in Tshwane.” Virtually as the Minister was speaking 
at Metrorail Western Cape “was pleased to announce the resumption of services between Fish Hoek 
and Simon’s Town Stations on Wednesday, 5 January 2022. The resumption of the service means 
all stations beyond Retreat Station are now fully operational from Cape Town all the way to Simon’s 
Town as the end Station, a total of 29 stations. Metrorail will operate both the yellow and grey trains 
at peak and the new trains during off-peak service as per the Rail Safety Regulator.” Almost 
immediately MWC opened a case of malicious damage to property after a group of youths stoned a 
train. The train was stoned at Steenberg Station on its way to Fish Hoek Station, causing damage 
to the driver’s cabin. 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

The world around us continues to be in a chaotic state of panic and hysteria, over-reaction, denial 
and rebellion, and some anarchy... Now 666 days (Prepare to meet thy doom!!) since the start of 
the great lockdown, this is the ninety-fourth weekly Newssheet - “Members News, Reminiscences 
and Ramblings” to help us keep in contact and entertained through the lockdown... Just when it 
appeared that things are starting to come back to some kind of normal, another bogeyman – the 
spectre of the Next Variant!... 
Thanks for the continued contributions... We’ll use them in successive editions... 
And please continue to take care –Support others where you can. Don’t spread alarm and 
despondency on social media and try to keep cool heads and perspective. Remember that all this, 
too, shall pass... 
We look forward to resuming lunches in the New Year –first probably on Friday 4 February at 
Wanderers – we will let you know this week. 
The Committee again wishes all members and their families everything of the best for the New 
Year.... 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

NOW AND THEN? 
So, what has changed over the last 40 / 50 years… and for better or worse? In these Covid pandemic 
times it is reassuring (or is it?) to remind ourselves what it used to be like! I am not talking politics or 
the economy, important though these are, I am recalling the little things that we used to have but 
now are no longer!  
In the sporting arena, we used to run our athletics on grass or cinder tracks, wearing running shoes 
with long spikes! We strapped our cricket pads on using metal buckles, no Velcro in those days! 
Batsmen (now called “batter’s“) didn’t wear helmets, there was no concussion checking. In rugby 
high tackles were ignored, no concussion off field testing after a head clash. There were no 
substitutes in rugby or cricket, although batsmen could have a “runner! 
Cricket pitches were left open to the weather, many days were lost to rain, but more wickets fell to 
spinners. Fast bowlers were adjudged “no ball” when the back foot stepped or slid over the back 
crease. 
Sporting clubs had strict rules for “men only” bars, club membership for women was restricted in 
some very high-profile clubs (MCC and R&A). Dress codes were strictly adhered to, jacket and tie 
in the golf lounge, and golfers had to wear long trousers and golf shirts with a collar. Later “long 
shorts” with long socks was allowed. No women’s cricket, soccer or rugby teams!  
There were no ODI, T20 or Hundred cricket tournaments in those days, no coloured clothing, no 
day/night games or pink ball cricket, mike stumps or flashing bails! Cricket bats had sloping 



 6
shoulders (Gray Nichols) and a scoop out of the back of the blade to make it “lighter!” Not like the 
heavy bats of today! There were no DRS in cricket or VAR in soccer.  
Soccer was a much “rougher” game in those days, more allowed contact and sliding tackles. Fewer 
penalties and sending offs! (I think soccer is a more skillful game today!) 
In the aeronautical industry we had the Concorde flying supersonic speeds, and the VC 10 was one 
of the most popular planes. Capacity of aircraft was not much more than 100, no A 380 Airbus with 
capacity over 1000 in those days.   
Radios and TVs used valves, crystals and cathode ray tubes! Our TVs were heavy bulky boxes with 
curved screens, no light thin flat screens!  
Public telephone kiosks were set up in all cities with coin operated calls, no mobile cell phones then! 
The Post Office would sell “lick on” stamps and envelopes were sealed with “lick!”  
We had drive-in cinemas, each car having its own loudspeaker. We used “rolls” of film which we 
then had developed and printed (Kodak or Ilford). The we converted to “slides” and personal viewers, 
cine films, 8 mm, 9.5 mm, or 16 mm. Proud parents would show these films using projectors at 
home. We listened to “records” short or long play black discs which were then played on record 
players.  
What happened to toilet chains that hung down from the cistern, above children’s reach, which we 
had to pull to flush? In those days we had lots of great British comedies… Hello / Hello, Steptoe & 
Son, Fawlty Towers, Morecombe & Wise… there was a constant flow of good comedies in those 
days… now we have Trevor Noah… but not much else. 
Children were given a “Dictionary” at an early age to learn how to spell and the meaning of words. 
Now they have Google and Wikipedia at their fingertips. Manners and morals were taught in the 
home and at school, respect for teachers and parents was instilled, with a clip round the ear when 
needed!  
We used to hear “Carol Singers” at Christmas time. Groups of children would stand in the porch by 
the front door and sing carols before knocking for a donation! All gone now! It used to snow in London 
every year! Not now! 
Our clothes were different then, bell bottom trousers, drain pipes, long hair, miniskirts and mini 
shorts! No Brexit then, Dubai did not exist, Emirates Airline was not flying. No wind turbines or Solar 
Panel energy! No international space station or paying passengers to outer space!  No LED lights!  
Roger Banister ran the first sub-4-minute mile! The Ryder Cup was a much quieter affair, The Ashes 
was just as tense, rugby was hardly played in other countries than SA, New Zealand, Australia! 
France, England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland played amongst themselves!  
Squash rackets were round (not pear shaped) tennis rackets were made of wood (Maxply). We used 
a “slide rule or logarithms” to work out our long multiplication sums!  
Well, I have recalled some of the “has-beens” and I think we are better off now than then!  
Tony Wadsworth – Port Elizabeth, or is it Gqeberha (Tony is the cousin of Jon Adams) 
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HE SAVED BUCKINGHAM PALACE: 
 

 
 

A MEMORIAL to a Battle of Britain pilot famous for saving Buckingham Palace from being bombed 
by ramming a German aircraft with his Hurricane has been unveiled at 504 Sqn, RAF Wittering. SAC 
Andy Blezard, a member of the same unit – 504 Sqn – has raised £6,000 for a plaque to mark the 
exploit 70 years ago which he hopes to have erected on Buckingham Palace Road close to where 
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Holmes crashed. Sgt Ray Holmes was hailed a national hero after his encounter with a Dornier 
Do 17 over central London on September 15, 1940 after he had used up all his ammunition attacking 
two other enemy aircraft. 
Raymond Towers Holmes was born on 20 August 1914. He worked as a crime journalist at 
the Birkenhead Advertiser before joining the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve in 1936 as their 
55th volunteer. In June 1940 he joined No. 504 Squadron RAF. He became known among his flight 
comrades as "Arty" which was taken from the initials of his name RT. According to the now common 
account, on 15 September 1940, known as Battle of Britain Day, Sergeant Holmes was flying 
a Hawker Hurricane fighter when he spotted a formation of three Dornier Do 17 bombers 
of Kampfgeschwader 76 heading for central London, to make a bombing attempt. As he made an 
attack on one of the bombers, the bomber fired a flamethrower at him, and Holmes' windscreen was 
covered in oil. The flamethrower, obviously intended for use on the ground, did not work as intended 
at 16,000 feet, producing a jet of flame only some 100 yards long. The oil did not catch fire, and 
instead covered Holmes' windshield. As the airflow cleared the oil away from his windscreen, Holmes 
saw that he was dangerously close to the Dornier, and ramming the stick forward, passed beneath 
the bomber. 
  

 
 
Rudolf Heitsch's Dornier Do 17 at Castle Farm, Shoreham. The flamethrower is just visible on the 
aft fuselage.  
I made my attack on this bomber and he spurted out a lot of oil, just a great stream over my 
aeroplane. blotting out my windscreen. I couldn't see a damn thing. Then, as the windscreen cleared, 
I suddenly found myself going straight into his tail. So I stuck my stick forward and went under him, 
practically grazing my head on his belly.  
He attacked the second Dornier, causing a crew member to bail out. I got to the stern of the 
aeroplane and was shooting at him when suddenly something white came out of the aircraft. I 
thought that a part of his wing had come away but in actual fact it turned out to be a man with a 
parachute coming out. I was travelling at 250 miles per hour, it all happened so quickly, but before I 
knew what had happened this bloody parachute was draped over my starboard wing. There was 
this poor devil on his parachute hanging straight out behind me, and my aeroplane was being 
dragged. All I could do was to swing the aeroplane left and then right to try to get rid of this man. 
Fortunately, his parachute slid off my wing and down he went, and I thought, thank heavens for that! 
  

 
 

Zehbe's Dornier falling on Victoria Station after being rammed by Holmes. 
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Holmes then spotted the third Dornier apparently making directly for Buckingham Palace. Holmes 
quickly climbed ahead of it, to avoid any machine-gun fire, then swung around to make a head-on 
attack. However, he ran out of ammunition, so Holmes decided to ram the bomber. 
As I fired, my ammunition gave out. I thought, Hell, he's got away now. And there he was coming 
along and his tail looked very fragile and very inviting. So I thought I'd just take off the tip of his tail. 
So I went straight at it along him and hit his port fin with my port wing. I thought, that will just take 
his fin off and he'll never get home without the tail fin. I didn't allow for the fact that the tail fin was 
actually part of the main fuselage. Although I didn't know it at the time, I found out later that I had 
knocked off the whole back half of the aircraft including the twin tails.  
Holmes' plane began to dive to the left and was no longer responding to the controls. As the 
Hurricane went into a vertical dive, he bailed out. As he climbed out, the airstream caught him and 
smacked him down on to the roof of his Hurricane. Then, as he was thrown backward, his shoulder 
hit his own tail fin. When he finally managed to pull his ripcord, the jolt shook off his flying boots and 
he found himself swinging violently about. He watched the Dornier crash near Victoria tube station. 
Holmes landed in a narrow back garden and ended up dangling inside an empty dustbin.  
The Dornier pilot, Feldwebel Robert Zehbe, bailed out, only to die later reportedly of wounds suffered 
during the attack. The observer, Unteroffizier Hans Goschenhofer, and the gunner, Unteroffizier 
Gustav Hobel, were killed, while radio operator Gefreiter Ludwig Armbruster and flight engineer 
Unteroffizier Leo Hammermeister survived. 
Holmes was feted by the press as a war hero for his saving of Buckingham Palace. As the RAF did 
not practice ramming as an air combat tactic, this was considered an impromptu manoeuvre, and 
an act of selfless courage.  
This event became one of the defining moments of the Battle of Britain and elicited a congratulatory 
note to the RAF from Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands, who had witnessed the event. The 
bomber's engine was later exhibited at the Imperial War Museum in London. 
When recovered, he became part of No 81 Squadron, and was sent to the Northern Front 
near Murmansk in Soviet Russia to help train the Russian air force in flying the Hawker Hurricane. 
Here he claimed a further kill; a Bf 109 F. He married Elizabeth Killip in April 1941 and was 
commissioned as a Pilot Officer on 10 June 1941, promoted to Flying Officer on 10 June 
1942, and Flight Lieutenant on 10 June 1943.  
Returning from Russia, Holmes served as an instructor with 2 FIS, Montrose, from 1942 until 1944. 
He then flew PR Spitfires with 541 Squadron from February 1945. 
After the war, he was a King's Messenger, personally delivering mail for Winston Churchill. After 
leaving the RAF in late 1945, he returned to journalism, joining his father's news agency 
covering Liverpool Crown Court for local and national newspapers. He had two daughters with his 
wife, Elizabeth, who died in 1964. He later married Anne Holmes in 1966, with whom he had two 
children: a son and a daughter. 
He provided eyewitness testimony of the Battle of Britain in the 'Alone' episode of War. In 1989, he 
published his autobiography entitled Sky Spy: From Six Miles High to Hitler's Bunker. In 2004, 65 
years later and a year before he passed away, the wreckage of Holmes' Hurricane was discovered 
and excavated from the streets of London. The discovery was featured on the National Geographic 
Channel documentary, "The Search for the Lost Fighter Plane". His Hurricane, P2725, was 
excavated by aviation archaeologists Chris Bennett and Steve Vizard from its resting place 12 feet 
below Buckingham Palace Road. On live television, Ray was presented with the control column he 
had last held on the afternoon of Sunday, 15 September 1940. The gun button on the joystick was 
still set to ‘FIRE.’ Holmes also was mentioned in an episode of Battlefield Britain. He was awarded 
the Freedom of the Borough of Wirral in January 2005. The Hurricane Gate Guard at RAF Hendon 
was painted in the colours of P2725. 
He died on 27 June 2005, aged 90 at Hoylake Cottage Hospital, following a two-year battle with 
cancer. He was buried in Rake Lane Cemetery, Wallasey, his hometown.  
 


