
 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 95 
27th JANUARY 2022 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 672: The SA dog and pony show has grown fresh legs… Lindiwe Sisulu defying Cyril… David 
Mabuza the proverbial in the woodpile, according to ongoing High Court cases on corruption in 
Mpumalanga... (He could give Ace lessons – maybe he has?) Chinese pharmaceutical factory set 
up in SA… Limpopo Health MEC, Dr Phuthi Ramathuba, made a most inappropriate comment of a 
sexual nature during a school visit… The Zondo Commission has called for Tom Moyane to 
be prosecuted for perjury. On-duty cop asleep in control room as Zandile Mafe spent '30 hours' 
inside Parliament... Eastern Cape in terminal crisis of drought and service delivery - but no need to 
worry, more name changes planned for SA cities and towns! And (yet another) coup in Burkina-
Faso...Happy, Happy Africa! 
Gray days in UK…PM attempts to quell rebellion with help of Praetorian Guard… PM could be 
quizzed by police on parties... BoJo braced for perilous 48 hours with release of Gray report (Fifty 
Shades of Gray!!)... Labour had Boris Johnson over a barrel, but he could still scrape the bottom of 
it... The BBC has been acting like the Fox News of the Left… PM drawn into Nusrat Ghani  
Islamophobia row... Putin wants a puppet in Kyiv, says Britain… Everton shame as Villa players hit 
by bottles… Meat Loaf, the rock star known for his operatic range and bombastic stage presence, 
has died aged 74… 
Elsewhere, chilling totalitarianism is subverting free societies… Putin has Biden over a barrel – and 
markets know it… “The Russians are getting everything they want by not making a single threat nor 
moving a single tank. The Biden administration is doing it all for them.” Emmanuel Macron pitches 
himself as the man to resolve the Ukraine crisis…Vive La France! Beijing clamps down on freedoms 
ahead of Winter Olympics… 'Orwellian' deportation of Djokovic leaves questions… Afghanistan 
reverting to mediaeval serfdom under Taliban terrorism… Julian Assange wins latest round in appeal 
battle… “Our universities are being transformed “from bastions of free inquiry into Social Justice 
factories whose only inputs are race, gender, and victimhood and whose only outputs grievance and 
division” 
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BUCCANEER FIRED UP IN CAPE TOWN: 
 

 
 
Earlier this month, on 13 January 2022, a sound that had not been heard for years returned to the 
airport of Cape Town (Republic of South Africa) It was the sound of the two Rolls-Royce Spey 
engines inside Blackburn Buccaneer S2B ZU-BCR (former RAF XW987) that were fired up. The 
Buccaneer once belonged to the inventory of Thunder City, a collection of former military fast jets, 
like Buccaneers, Hunters and Lightnings. Following the fatal crash of Lightning T5 ZU-BEX on 14 
November 2009, the company ceased their flying operations after the accident investigation 
committee found major shortcomings in its maintenance program. In August 2011, three 
Buccaneers, three Hunters and three Lightnings were offered for sale. The first time that two of 
Thunder City’s aircraft flew again after said crash was during the AFB Overberg airshow on 21 April 
2012. For many years the future of the aforementioned Thunder City fleet was insecure. But it has 
now turned out that Hangar 51 Aviation at Cape Town has acquired an unknown number of the 
former Thunder City jets and plans to return these to airworthiness. The firing up of ZU-BCR’s 
engines is a first step in a, without any doubt, difficult process that might lead to the world’s only 
flying Buccaneer. 
Photos: Geurt van den Berg in Scramble archives and Hangar 51 Aviation 
 
SQUADRON LEADER ERIC ROBINSON OBE RAF CENTENARY: 
 

 
 

Former RAF Pilot, Squadron Leader Eric Robinson OBE was joined by family, friends and members 
of 611 Squadron based at RAF Woodvale for his 100th birthday celebration. Cards from Her 
Majesty the Queen, the Chief of the Air Staff and 611 Squadron were particularly appreciated by 
Eric. He joined the RAF in 1941, spending much of the war as a pilot instructor in Canada, with some 
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active service in Europe too.  After the war, he then continued his RAF career flying more than 
200 sorties as part of the Berlin Airlift, and was awarded the OBE for his part in leading a rescue 
mission on the frozen icecap of Greenland.  After completion of his service and flying commercially 
for some years, Eric flew Chipmunks from RAF Woodvale with the Air Cadets in the 1980s. Eric 
shared many of his stories with well-wishers and was particularly enthralled by a Tomahawk aircraft 
fly-past over his house on the Wirral. "I never expected this, it has been a complete surprise and a 
wonderful experience.  I only wish I was the same age as some of the young RAF lads and could 
get back to flying at RAF Woodvale." 
 
RED FLAG: 
 

A large RAF detachment of over 300 personnel have arrived in the United States to take part in 
Exercise RED FLAG, a major exercise that will test the RAF detachment in complex Combat Air 
Operations. 
The deploying RAF detachment is formed from Typhoons from RAF Lossiemouth based 1 (Fighter) 
Squadron and RAF Coningsby based 41 Test and Evaluation Squadron and supported 
by Voyagers from 10 Squadron and 101 Squadron based at RAF Brize Norton, together with ground 
support personnel from across the RAF. 
 

 
 

For this iteration of the exercise the RAF Typhoons will join with combat aircraft from the United 
States Air Force and the Royal Australian Air Force. During the exercise the three air forces will face 
simulated ground-based air defence systems, aggressor aircraft that will simulate a peer adversary, 
and cyber and space-based threats as combat missions are planned conducted and debriefed. The 
objective of the exercise for participants is to develop capabilities in a high threat and contested 
environment against a near peer adversary. 
 

ATLANTIC FLYERS: 

 
 

A team of 4 RAF Pilots have finished the Talisker 
Whisky Atlantic annual ocean rowing Challenge, 
in second place, raising £33,249 for the Starlight 
Children’s Foundation. 
The ‘Atlantic Flyers’ (Wing Commander Phil 
Holdcroft, Squadron Leader Sonny Roe, Flight 
Lieutenant Simon Berry, and Flight Lieutenant 
Chris Carrington-Smith) took 36 days to complete 
the toughest sailing challenge pitting teams from 
around the world against each other – finishing 
second, behind the ‘Swiss Raw’ team.  
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NOU GAAN ONS BRAAI… 
 

 
 

damaged two fuel tanks. No injuries were reported and no other structures were damaged, he said. 
Mahapa emphasised that there was no explosion, only a fire. He thanked the fire team at the base 
after they responded “very quickly” to the incident. Six to seven fire trucks remained on standby on 
Sunday night. South African Air Force Director: Corporate Staff Services (DCSS), Brigadier General 
Mongezi Michael Kweta, told News24 that the fire started at a bulk fuel storage facility following a 
suspected leakage from a burst pump, and that no foul play was suspected. 
 
THEN AND NOW... 
 

The Nelson Mandela Foundation has described the blaze that ravaged Parliament as a sobering 
start to 2022 and said the fire was a historical moment and a profound metaphor for the state of 
democracy in South Africa. Another commentator wrote: “When South Africa’s most important 
symbol of democracy, parliament, is destroyed by fire without a single security worker on duty, not 
a cent of insurance, and inadequate maintenance, South Africans need to understand how we got 
here – and how we can turn SA around. Something is falling apart and needs to be fixed, but often 
more heat than light is cast on how that can happen. Every new country develops its founding myths, 
and South Africa is no exception. To confront the new problems we have to challenge these myths 
and provide new insights. Since 1994, new generations have emerged with little trustworthy insight 
into how previous governments fell, how South Africa’s economy interacts with its politics, and how 
to restrain malign actors besides the obviously corrupt, inept and incompetent in a democracy. Other 
countries have done it and we can too, if we study our past, how various interests operate in our 
own country, and study successful job-creating countries like the Asian tigers. 
 
DOWN IN THE GRAMADOELAS, SOMETHING WAS STIRRING: 
 

 

The South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) has launched an investigation into 
the cause of a fire at Air Force Base (AFB) 
Waterkloof on Sunday that broke out at a fuel 
storage site. 
The fire started in the late evening, at around 
19:00, with clouds of black smoke seen 
billowing from the South African Air Force 
base outside Pretoria. 
Brigadier General Andries Mahapa, Director 
Defence Corporate Communication, told 
ENCA the fire was contained at about 20:00 
after firefighters responded to the blaze, which 

A team of Environmental 
Management Inspectors (EMIs) from 
the national Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment has 
been deployed to KwaZulu-Natal to 
boost a multi-department 
investigation into the collapse of a 
waste slurry dam at the Zululand 
Anthracite Colliery (ZAC) anthracite 
coal mine. An estimated 1.5 million 
litres of liquid coal waste poured into 
the Black Umfolozi and White 
Umfolozi River system after the 24th  
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December slurry leak, raising concern about the health of people, animals and the broader 
environment exposed to toxic and acidic wastes. While the recent heavy rains have helped to dilute 
and disperse the pollution, the mining waste nevertheless contains a variety of several toxic heavy 
metals and chemical compounds that include mercury, manganese, arsenic, copper and lead. 
Barbara Creecy, the Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment Minister, said: “The team will support 
the ongoing efforts to address the impacts of the spill that is affecting rural communities and the 
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park as well as posing a risk to the iSimangaliso Wetland Park,” she said. The 
mine, which opened in 1987, is located on the north-west boundary of the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, 
one of Africa’s oldest game reserves and wilderness areas, and is surrounded by several 
subsistence farming communities that rely on rivers, streams and boreholes for human consumption 
and to water their livestock and crops. The land is owned by the Zulu monarch’s Ingonyama Trust, 
which receives royalties from several mineral operations across the province. 

 
 
OH GEE, 5G, NOT YET… 
 

WASHINGTON, Jan 18 (Reuters) - AT&T (T.N) and Verizon Communications (VZ.N) on Tuesday 
agreed to temporarily defer turning on some wireless towers near key airports to avert a significant 
disruption to U.S. flights as they roll out 5G service that will bring faster wireless service to tens of 
millions of people. President Joe Biden hailed the agreement, saying it "will avoid potentially 
devastating disruptions to passenger travel, cargo operations, and our economic recovery, while 
allowing more than 90% of wireless tower deployment to occur as scheduled." Late Tuesday, the 
Federal Aviation Administration updated its list of airports that planes with approved radio altimeter 
equipment could use to include major airports like New York's JFK and LaGuardia, Los Angeles, 
Chicago's O'Hare and Midway, San Francisco and Seattle. The FAA was also expected to update 
its list of Airbus and Boeing planes with the approved equipment in the coming hours. The updates 
should dramatically lessen the impact of the nearly 1,500 notices of 5G restrictions that the FAA had 
issued. 
 
SAAF MAINTENANCE TENDERS: 
 

Armscor tenders to supply product support for two aircraft in the SA Air Force (SAAF) fleet currently 
await response from prospective bidders. One tender, to ensure 21 Squadron’s pair of Falcon 
business jets remain airworthy and ready for VIP use, was issued on 10 January with a closing date 
of 4 February. The tender is in two parts: the first for maintenance and support for the French 
designed and built Falcon 50 (ZS-CAQ) and the Falcon 900B (ZS-NAN), with the second covering 
ground support and testing. The second product support tender is for a supplier to ensure 41 
Squadron’s complement of Cessna 208 Caravans keep flying and product service systems (PSS) 
are properly in place and operational.    Given there are more aircraft – eight – involved than the pair 
of bizjets, more time was allowed by the State-owned defence and security acquisition agency for 
bidders to respond. The tender was issued on 14 December and bids have to reach Armscor by 3 
February. The SAAF C208 fleet started out as 12-strong with four written off. When they were 
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acquired in 1988 they operated with civilian registration numbers, later changed to SAAF tail 
numbers (3001 to 3012). The now 33-year-old aircraft compare – age-wise – with the Falcon 900B 
(31 years in service) and the first Falcon 50 to enter the SAAF fleet 40 years ago. 
 
HARRY AND MEGHAN SET UP 11 COMPANIES IN TAX HAVEN: 
 

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have set up a network of 11 companies in the tax haven state of 
Delaware, as they look to expand their lucrative business interests in the United States. The 
companies, which were incorporated by the Duchess's long-time attorney and her business 
manager, appear to have names with sentimental value to the California-based couple. US 
Correspondent Jamie Johnson explains how the state's flexible business laws and income tax rates 
bring several benefits.  
 
GIVE BACK THE MONEY: 
 

Metropolitan police departments in Johannesburg and Tshwane aim to claim back billions of rands 
in fines that were channeled to the Road Traffic Infringement Agency over more than ten 
years, reports Rapport. This comes after the Pretoria High Court declared the Administrative 
Adjudication of Road Traffic Offences (AARTO) Act and its respective amendment act unlawful and 
unconstitutional. The case against the new law was brought by the Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse 
(Outa), a civil action group. According to the ruling, the national government unlawfully intruded on 
the jurisdiction of local and provincial governments. Speaking to Rapport, Johannesburg mayoral 
committee member David Tembe said that AARTO was not good for the municipality. He said half 
of all traffic fine revenues were funneled to the Road Traffic Infringement Agency (RTIA). 
Johannesburg’s council will see if it can claim back this lost revenue. Tshwane mayoral committee 
member Grandi Theunissen said their council also wants to see if they can claw back some of the 
money paid to the RTIA. University of Pretoria public law professor Bernard Bekink explained that 
last week’s High Court ruling must first be confirmed by the Constitutional Court - which could take 
a while. Assuming South Africa’s highest court confirms the ruling, Bekink said it would still be difficult 
to claim back money paid during the period when AARTO was in force. Such rulings are not 
retroactive, except under exceptional circumstances, stated Bekink. The RTIA was in the middle 
of rolling out AARTO across South Africa as part of a four-phase process. Despite the phased 
approach, Outa criticised the rollout as rushed and said the transport department ran roughshod 
over stakeholder feedback to implement AARTO. The civil action group said AARTO  was another 
government moneymaking scheme and had nothing to do with improving the rule of law or reducing 
the carnage on South Africa’s roads. 
 
CADETS AMBASSADOR AT SEA: 
 

 

Wg Cdr Emma Wolstenholme is set to 
launch her daring bid to row solo across 
the Atlantic – powered by her favourite 
chocolate spread. The 39-year-old RAF 
veteran is hoping to set a new world 
record by covering the 3,000 nautical 
miles between Tenerife and Port St 
Charles in Barbados in less than 55 days 
in her 20ft boat, burning a massive 4,200 
calories day. Intrepid ex-navigator Emma 
loaded up her specialised rowing boat on 
the ferry to Santander in Spain this week 
and will start her record attempt from 
Tenerife in the Canary Islands on 
January 25. 
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She said: “Rowing at least 14 hours requires a massive calorie count. All of my supplies are 
freeze dried so I just add hot water, but I’m also taking a 3kg tub of Nutella which I can happily eat 
with a spoon to give me the energy I need.” The oarswoman will also be loading up her favourite 
tunes to help her cope with nearly two months of isolation, including the sound track from Pirates of 
the Caribbean. She said: “I have slow music for when the sea is scary and I need to be calm, fast 
dance tunes for when I need some motivation to get back on the oars, and soundtracks to movies 
like Pirates of the Caribbean and some musicals for when I’m bored.” Emma retired from the RAF 
three years ago and was appointed as an Ambassador with the Air Cadets last year, joining TV 
presenter Carol Vorderman in the high-profile role. A former Cadet herself, she launched her record 
attempt to promote the RAF youth organisation and has already hit her £80,000 fundraising target 
thanks to donations from aerospace giant Lockheed Martin UK, the Saxa Vord UK Space Port and 
Air Force supporters group the April Fools Club. The super-fit veteran had a low-key Christmas and 
New Year with her partner and has been following strict social distancing rules to minimise the risk 
of Covid derailing her plans. Emma is following the same route as the four-strong Atlantic Flyers 
team of RAF pilots currently riding high in the annual Talisker Whisky Challenge – billed as the 
world’s toughest rowing event. She added: “I went through nav training with one of the guys on the 
support team and they inspired me to do this. If I hadn’t seen their social media posts I wouldn’t even 
know about ocean rowing. It’s great to see them doing so well.” 
 
CHEERS FOR TODAY! 
 

The world around us continues to be in a chaotic state of panic and hysteria, even as Covid lifts and 
Russia and Ukraine take centre stage...Now 673 days since the start of the great lockdown, this is 
the ninety-fifth weekly Newssheet - “Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air 
Force interest, greetings to the Club or any other items of interest, to help us keep in contact and 
entertained...Just when it appeared that things are starting to come back to some kind of normal, 
another bogeyman – The Russian Bear... 
Thanks for the continued contributions.... And please continue to take care –Support others where 
you can. Januworry is nearly over... Don’t spread alarm and despondency on social media and try 
to keep cool heads and perspective. Remember that all this, too, shall pass... 
 
STOP PRESS…………….. 
 

We will be resuming lunches – on Friday 4 February at Wanderers... 
The Cigar Bar has been set aside for us to use exclusively, and it also has a small bar to cater for 
us. We will have a two-course meal consisting of a starter and a main course. The wine will be 
included in the charge. 
The Dress Code is Jacket & Club Tie (as before) and the cost is R250 pp. Please pay via an EFT 
into Nedbank - Melrose Arch - Br: 19 66 05 - Account 19 66 278 063   
Please book via bookings@rafoc.org and remember to pay, so that we can let Wanderers know how 
many we will be and they can lay out the tables.  
 

TAILPIECE: 
 

[True story] George Phillips, an elderly man from Walled Lake, Michigan, was going up to bed, when 
his wife told him that he'd left the light on in the garden shed, which she could see from the bedroom 
window. George opened the back door to go turnoff the light but saw that there were people in the 
shed stealing things. 
He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in your house?" 
He said "No," but some people are breaking into my garden shed and stealing from me." 
Then the police dispatcher said "All patrols are busy, you should lock your doors and an officer will 
be along when one is available" 
George said, "Okay." He hung up the phone and counted to 30. Then he phoned the police again. 
"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because there were people stealing things from my shed. 
Well, you don't have to worry about them now because I just shot and killed them both; the dogs are 
eating them right now," and he hung up. 
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Within five minutes, six Police Cars, a SWAT Team, a Helicopter, two Fire Trucks, a Paramedic 
and an Ambulance showed up at the Phillips' residence and caught the burglars red-handed. 
One of the Policemen said to George, "I thought you said that you'd shot them!" 
George said, "I thought you said there was nobody available!" 

 
 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF A WOMAN…  
 

Between 18 and 22, a woman is like Africa. Half discovered, half wild, fertile and naturally Beautiful! 
Between 23 and 30, a woman is like Europe. Well developed and open to trade, especially for 
someone of real value. 
Between 31 and 35, a woman is like Spain. Very hot, relaxed and convinced of her own beauty. 
Between 36 and 40, a woman is like Greece. Gently aging but still a warm and desirable place to 
visit. 
Between 41 and 50, a woman is like Great Britain. With a glorious and all conquering past. 
Between 51 and 60, a woman is like Israel. Has been through war, doesn't make the same mistakes 
twice, and takes care of business. 
Between 61 and 70, a woman is like Canada. Self-preserving, but open to meeting new people. 
After 70, she becomes Tibet. Wildly beautiful, with a mysterious past and the wisdom of the ages, 
an adventurous spirit and a thirst for spiritual knowledge. 
 
THE GEOGRAPHY OF A MAN… 
Between 1 and 100, a man is like North Korea and Russia…. Ruled by a pair of nuts! 
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KRUGER NATIONAL PARK LEGACY: 
 

 
 

Last week’s contribution on “then and now: way things were” sparked other memories of visits to 
KNP in the simpler days gone by, and a journey down memory lane in a recent article by Don 
Pinnock, one of the doyens of SA travel writing, who recalls the way things were...  Here are some 
extracts from his article. There is also an excellent write-up of the earlier KNP days in “Discovering 
South Africa” by Tom Bulpin, a school teacher by profession, whose books were used as a basis for 
all the Readers Digest guides to S A.  
“By the end of the 19th century, sport and subsistence hunting were in full swing in the old Transvaal. 
Landowners refused to accept self-discipline in wildlife exploitation and any measures of 
enforcement were simply ignored. At the end of the 1890s rinderpest reduced still further what was 
left of the great herds. This alarmed hunters running out of game. In 1898 the Volksraad - prodded 
into concern by members from the Lowveld and aware that the area was a malarial death trap for 
humans and not good for farming - proclaimed a hunting reserve in the Sabi area. The idea was to 
preserve game animals by curbing poaching - and shooting all predators. The proclamation, 
however, was acted on only in 1898 when funds were allocated for the employment of a 
warden. Then the Anglo Boer War intervened. In 1902, amid post-war turbulence and an over-
abundance of lawless guns, a Scot named Colonel James Stevenson-Hamilton was appointed to 
the post. In his book, South African Eden, he records his moment of arrival: “It is the afternoon of 
July 25, 1902. On the edge of the last escarpment of the Drakensberg, overlooking the huddled 
welter of bush-clad ravines and rocky terraces which compose the foothills, my little caravan has 
come to a halt that I may for a while absorb the wonderful panorama of mountain and forest which 
has disclosed itself. “Francolins are calling all around, and from a nearby donga comes the sudden 
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clatter of a guinea fowl. Bush babblers are chatting among the trees.… It is the voice of 
Africa, and with it comes a sense of boundless peace and contentment.” 
Heir to large estates near Glasgow, educated at Rugby and Sandhurst, Stevenson-Hamilton was a 
man sure of his abilities and as tough as they come. He was, furthermore, intelligent, unmarried, 
administratively efficient and loved the wilderness. He also had two Celtic qualities that were to serve 
the future Kruger National Park well: gritty tenacity and charm. His first battle was against hunters. 
“There were no hunting ethics whatever,” he was to observe. “Their main consideration was the 
largest number [of animals] shot in the shortest time.” His parallel action was to be equally 
controversial: shooting all predators in order to ‘bring up’ the antelope herds - action he was later to 
regret - and the removal of indigenous human inhabitants from the new reserve. 
Inevitably, Stevenson-Hamilton soon looked to the vast, empty areas to the north of the little Sabi 
reserve and began to dream: a park from Komatipoort to the Limpopo River - was it possible? Taking 
time off from the bush, he made the rounds of all the land-owning companies with property between 
the Letaba and Pafuri rivers and extracted agreements to hand over control of their areas for five 
years, adding 10,000 square kilometres to the reserve. This northern section became the 
Shingwedsi Game Reserve and was eventually incorporated into the Kruger Park. 
It’s difficult today to imagine the incomprehension with which Stevenson-Hamilton’s attitude to 
wildlife was regarded among all sections of the population. While in Pretoria, someone exclaimed 
that they envied him for the wonderful shooting he must be having down in Sabi. When he replied 
that neither he nor his staff ever shot an animal, the man stared at him, speechless, for a moment, 
then blurted out, “Why? Can’t you hit them?” 
One of his African attendants once remarked to somebody: “Never have I travelled with such a white 
man; when he saw a zebra standing so close that I could hit it with a stone, he only looked at it. 
Truly, he is quite mad!” 
Painfully slowly, Stevenson-Hamilton’s iron control of the reserve together with his non-hunting 
approach bore fruit. He argued for and obtained control over all policemen and border officials in the 
park area, in this way adding to his anti-poaching force. When he caught several white policemen 
from Komatipoort poaching, he refused to let it pass and prosecuted them, creating an outcry in the 
district but making a powerful point about wildlife protection. In the years which followed, as 
exclusively white people streamed into the new park, Stevenson-Hamilton watched in wonder as 
what he called his Cinderella became a princess and part of the country’s national identity. In 1927, 
the year it was opened to the public, only 10 carloads braved it, but by 1935 some 26,000 people 
had made the pilgrimage. Today the number, pre-Covid, has been around a million a year. 
Stevenson-Hamilton retired in 1946 after nearly half a century as park warden and settled down to 
pen his memoirs. “Nature, left entirely alone,” he would write, “manages her own affairs. Predatory 
creatures, great and small, and whether of the earth, air or water, have their full place in nature, just 
as much as the animals on which they are accustomed to prey, and are entitled to equal respect.” 
Understand this, he said, and nature will transform you. “Ignore it and she will return armed with a 
pitchfork.” The modern Kruger National Park is built on the foundations laid by Stevenson-Hamilton 
in those 50 years. His ashes, and those of his wife, are scattered in the Park. In many ways, the 
Park itself is his monument. His book, “South African Eden,” is a classic and well worth the read.  
Extracts from an article by Don Pinnock in the Daily Maverick. Full article at: 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-01-18-slaughter-and-displacement-the-spurious-and-political-reasoning-
that-carved-out-the-kruger-national-park/  

Can anyone ID the motor vehicle? The registration TAA is Barberton in the old Transvaal. Sadly, the 
Kruger National Park has a major rhino-poaching crisis, but that’s just one of many mounting 
problems - and it’s extremely worrying. On Thursday 27 January, Fred Daniel’s R1-billion civil action 
against the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency and another 24 government entities resumed 
in the Pretoria High Court. But with the evidence of corruption and fraud stacking up against Deputy 
President David Mabuza, this isn’t the only matter that the former Mpumalanga premier has to worry 
about. The allegations of political murders are resurfacing too. Watch this space – it would make a 
great Wilbur Smith book. (RIP Wilbur) 
 


