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REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 198 15 MARCH 2024 

GREETINGS                                                                                                               
Ramadan 2024 – I see a bad moon rising…”no loadshedding scheduled” – Oh, Joy!, 
Oh, Rapture!...BUT no water for 10 days in several areas of Johannesburg (again)… 
SAA/Takatso deal does wheels-up….Storm Filipo approaches SA – severe weather 
warnings…SASSA grant fraud continues unchecked… Joshlin Smith: Stun grenades 
and teargas outside court…Public Order Police deployed in Central 
Durban…Jordaan could be on his way out of SAFA…brothers charged with AKA 
murder appear in Court in Eswatini – but no extradition application yet?....replacing 
“divisive” names with “divisive” names… Spike in Gauteng kidnappings and other 
contact crimes…Cash in Transit heists bring terror to SA roads…Construction Mafia 
extortionists threaten City of Cape Town…three Egyptian Coptic Monks killed in 
Cullinan Monastery…   

Japanese space rocket explodes seconds after launch…Biden and Trump clinch 

nominations, sealing presidential rematch…Boeing whistleblower found dead…         

The Church of England is replacing its Christian nature in a “fit of woke frenzy” … 

Germany military leak sparks diplomatic firestorm, White House says “Russian bid to 

split West” ...Russia has most expensive month of Ukraine war… Russian refineries 

burn as Ukrainians go after Kremlin’s lifeline… Czech Republic stopped Putin cold 

and saved Ukraine….  Ramadan brought no relief in Gaza, but heightened vigilance 

in Israel...extremist groups to be named in UK….Royal Air Force faces training 

problems, forced to train pilots abroad…but first Ukrainian pilots undergoing RAF 

F16 training… Sunak announces new gas plants to reduce loadshedding risk… 

Starmer promises vote on legalising assisted dying… “Oppenheimer” wins best 

picture Oscar, Emma Stone pulls surprise win… the Queen jokes she’s had 50 years 

taken off her age by Barbie Doll… media furore over (apparently) edited photo of 

Princess Kate   - conspiracies ranging from obscure to ridiculous spiral on internet… 
Meghan would “never” make a mistake with editing...”unbelievable farce” sums up 

Britain’s immigration nightmare… 

 
 
 

http://www.rafoc.org/


103RD BIRTHDAY: FLT LT COLIN BELL 
Happy 103rd Birthday to Bomber Command Veteran Colin Bell The former mosquito 
pilot volunteered for flying training in late 1940, his first six weeks of flying began with 
No 11 Flight Training Wing, Scarborough, in 1941.  

 

.  
. Colin then progressed to more advanced flying training at airfields in the US as part 
of the Arnold Scheme, initially in Georgia, then Florida, then Alabama. - Key Aero 
According to the Royal Air Force Club: "Following Pearl Harbour and, having been 
commissioned into the RAF, Colin was retained by the American Army Air Corps as 
an advanced single engine flying instructor responsible for training American and 
British Cadets. On his return to the UK in 1943, he converted to twin engine 
Mosquito Bombers and joined 608 Squadron (Pathfinder Group) based at Downham 
Market in Norfolk. During his tour of operations, he carried out 50 bombing raids - all 
over Germany - 13 of them over Berlin." 
"During the past year Colin has been quite busy raising money for various charities. 
According to Key Aero Colin took to the skies in a different way, undertaking a 
sponsored abseil, raising funds for three charities, London’s Air Ambulance, the RCN 
Foundation, and the RAF Benevolent Fund. In completing the abseil down 17 
storeys of the Royal London Hospital, Colin set a new World Record - being the 
oldest person ever to abseil. Colin continues to give numerous presentations to RAF, 
historical, educational and special interest groups to preserve the legacy of the role 
of Bomber Command, and to raise monies for the RAF Benevolent Fund and the 
Hospice in the Weald, where his lovely wife of 73 years, Kath, was so well looked 
after during her final weeks." - Key Aero  
We wish you the most glorious birthday Flight Lieutenant Bell. Thank you for a 
lifetime of service never to be forgotten. Cheers!! (RAF Club) 
 
 
RED ARROWS AND GNAT  
Gnat T1 ‘XR992’/G-MOUR (actually XS102) from the Heritage Aircraft Trust flew with 
the Red Arrows on March 11, which included a flypast over Lincoln Cathedral. This 
particular Gnat wears the colour scheme of one of the RAF’s predecessor display 
teams, the Yellowjacks.                                                                                                     



 
A Folland Gnat has recently flown in formation with the RAF’s Red Arrows 

to help mark the team’s 60th display season. 

The Gnat was used by the Red Arrows from its first season in 1965 until being 

replaced by the current Hawk T1 in 1980. Another Gnat T1, XR538/G-RORI in 4 

Flying Training School markings, (also owned by the Heritage Aircraft Trust) flew into 

the home base of the Red Arrows – RAF Waddington in Lincolnshire. The team had 

organised a special diamond season celebration event at the base that day with 

former pilots and engineers invited, along with some Air Cadets representing the 

future of the RAF. March 11 was also chosen to release new dates for where people 

can see the Red Arrows display. Click here for the team’s display 

calendar: https://www.raf.mod.uk/display-teams/red-arrows/displays/  (Key Aero) 

RAF MOUNTAIN RESCUE 

  
 
Teams from RAF Leeming and RAF Valley were requested by Cumbria Police 
to assist Wasdale Mountain Rescue Team with the complex 16-hour rescue of 
an 18-year-old missing walker in difficult weather conditions on Saturday 2nd 
March. 

https://www.key.aero/royal-air-force-raf
https://www.key.aero/article/red-arrows-gear-60th-anniversary-season
https://www.raf.mod.uk/display-teams/red-arrows/displays/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-leeming/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-valley/


At around 2am, five hours into the search, the missing walker was located at the 
bottom of Piers Gill - roughly 45 metres below. He was confused and semi 
submerged in the river. With the weather conditions improving and the likelihood of 
very serious injuries, a coastguard helicopter arrived on the scene at 4:20am and 
attempted to winch the casualty out of the gill. Unfortunately, they were unable to 
safely winch the casualty forcing the helicopter to return to the valley bottom to 
collect technical rescue equipment. The two RAF Mountain Rescue Team parties, 
combined with four Wasdale Mountain Rescue Team members, rigged a technical 
rescue system and lowered two medics into the gill. Working together they carried 
out an initial assessment of the casualty, who was submerged up to his torso and 
was in and out of consciousness.                                                                                     
They quickly realised the casualty was in need of immediate evacuation - he had a 
suspected broken femur and was severely hypothermic. Once loaded into a 
stretcher, the remaining team members carried out a technical and difficult stretcher 
raise, with the casualty reaching the top of the gill at 7:30am. Now able to safely 
winch the casualty, the coastguard helicopter returned and transferred them to 
hospital. The RAF Mountain Rescue Service falls under 85 Expeditionary Logistics 
Wing with teams located at RAF Leeming, RAF Lossiemouth and RAF Valley. 
Founded by Squadron Leader George Graham in 1943 and grown by volunteers 
since, each RAF Mountain Rescue Team is managed by permanent staff and part 
time volunteers from across all three Services. (RAF News) 

FASF FIRST COMBAT VICTORY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
Two French Air and Space Force (FASF) pilots flying Mirage 2000-5F multi-role 
fighters have scored France's first successful aerial victories against enemy 
aircraft since the end of World War 2, after the two jets engaged in air-to-air 
combat with Houthi-operated kamikaze drones over the Red Sea on March 9. 
Operated by Escadron de Chasse 1/2 (EC 1/2; Fighter Squadron 1/2) ‘Cigognes’ and 
temporarily assigned to EC 3/11 ‘Corsica’ at Djibouti Air Base (BA188) – a part of 
Djibouti-Ambouli International Airport in Ambouli, Djibouti – the Mirage 2000-
5Fs were tasked on March 9 with providing Combat Air Patrols (CAPs) over the Red 
Sea to not only assist the Navy vessels involved in Operation Prosperity Guardian 

https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-lossiemouth/
https://www.key.aero/french-air-and-space-force
https://www.key.aero/multi-role-fighter
https://www.key.aero/multi-role-fighter
https://www.key.aero/france
https://www.key.aero/uav-2
https://www.key.aero/dassault-mirage-2000-5
https://www.key.aero/dassault-mirage-2000-5
https://www.key.aero/operation-prosperity-guardian


(OPG) in countering the threat of Houthi-launched kamikaze drones and cruise 
missiles, but also to protect the French military contingent in Djibouti. (Key Aero) 

THE PRINCESS ROYAL OPENS UK MILITARY FACILITY IN UAE. 

 

Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal has officially opened a permanent UK 
military facility on an air base in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The Princess Royal toured the brand-new Headquarters, accommodation and 
welfare facilities at Al Minhad Air Base (AMAB) alongside the Assistant Chief of the 
Defence Staff (Support Operations), Air Vice-Marshal Pratley. They were 
accompanied by Sir Hobart, His Majesty’s Ambassador to the UAE, and Brigadier 
General Al Ketbi, AMAB Commander. A joint UAE Air Force Al Fursan and RAF 
A400M flypast honoured the opening ceremony which included a coalition parade 
and a commemoration to the late Sergeant Donnelly, whom the Lines are named 
after. Donnelly Lines is named after Sergeant ‘Billy’ Donnelly, an RAF Navigator who 
died in February 1943 after his Vickers Wellington Bomber crash landed in Fujairah, 
75 miles east of AMAB. In 2010, a memorial was erected at the crash site, and now 
in 2024, this expansive facility in his name symbolises the longstanding ties between 
the UK and the UAE and the continued commitment to strengthening that 
relationship.                                                                                                                     
The Princess Royal then met with Sergeant Donnelly’s family and coalition personnel 
based at AMAB where Her Royal Highness signed the legacy Joint Force Support 
flag that proudly flew over the base’s former UK Headquarters. (RAF News) 

ATTAGIRLS ON INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY                                                             
On IWD we’d like to pay tribute to the women of the ATA, the Air Transport Auxiliary, 
who delivered aircraft around the UK during the Second World War. Women were 
not allowed to fly in combat but in December 1939 a women’s section of the ATA 
was established, initially with just 8 pilots. The ATA itself had only been set up a few 
months earlier, with the aim of relieving the RAF of the need to ferry aircraft to and 
from factories and service bases. 

https://www.key.aero/operation-prosperity-guardian
https://www.key.aero/djibouti
https://www.raf.mod.uk/aircraft/atlas-c1-a400m/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/aircraft/atlas-c1-a400m/


Among the female legends of the ATA was Lettice Curtis, who flew 150 Mosquitoes 
and around 400 four - engined bombers, including one flight shared with a goldfish in 
a jam jar (not a drop of water being spilled).  
 

  

In the photos here, you can see Lettice (left) at the controls of an Airspeed Oxford 
with Pauline Gower, and also Joy Lofthouse about to set off to deliver a Spitfire.        
(Not forgetting Diana Barnato Walker) 
There are so many tales of the exploits of the ATA, including cases where male 
personnel receiving new aircraft couldn’t believe the pilot was a woman and had to 
climb onboard to see for themselves that no-one else was there! 
Our volunteer guides regularly give talks on the huge contribution made to the war 
effort by the ATA – ‘Any Thing Anywhere’. It is also remembered in our Women’s 
Memorial, along with the WRAF and WAAF. The role of the ATA was vital to the 
success of the RAF in WWII and to the outcome of the war. As Lord Beaverbrook 
said at the disbanding of the ATA on 30th November 1945, “Just as the Battle of 
Britain is the accomplishment and achievement of the RAF, likewise it can be 
declared that the ATA sustained and supported them in battle. They were soldiers 
fighting in the struggle just as completely as if they had been engaged on the 
battlefront.” (Yorkshire Air Museum Fb, and other sites) 

 
SPITFIRE RR232 
RR232 was built in Castle Bromwich by Vickers Armstrong and delivered to the RAF 
in October 1944 as an 'HF.IX' high altitude fighter where it was allocated to an anti-
aircraft co-operation Squadron. It was then sold to the South African Air Force 
(SAAF) in 1948 with designation '5632' and was last flown there by Lt. Ron Beamish 
of 2 Sqdn. It was then stored derelict at Salt River after being 'ground looped' in 
1954. In 1976 it was bought by Australian collector Peter Sledge and restored to 
static display standard. 
Spitfire RR232 finally made it back to Britain in 1986 when purchased by Charles 
Church, who in turn sold the airframe to Jim Pearce of Sussex Spraying Services. But 
it was not until 2001 that current owner Martin Phillips bought the aircraft and began 
in earnest a full restoration to airworthy condition that would take nearly 13 years, 

http://www.toolcarehire.co.uk/spitfire-projects/latest-news/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUkQ__ukTBM


having been challenged by friends on his 40th birthday to produce a Spitfire from the 
single rivet with which they presented him! 
 

 
 
With parts having been sourced from myriad locations around the world, this Spitfire 
is a story in itself of an epic restoration project that saw parts contributed, sold and 
scavenged from across the globe, and one man's dogged determination to return an 
iconic fighter to the skies above Britain. Some parts were found very close to home 
however; one of the wings for example being salvaged from a hedge outside a pub 
near Exeter. With a fully rebuilt Merlin engine installed and the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) happy that all had been done to the highest standards, in December 
2012 Spitfire RR232 took to the skies again, becoming the last aircraft to be 
assembled at Filton Aerodrome (home of Concorde) before its closure for 
redevelopment. 
She is now known as the 'City of Exeter' in honour of a presentation Spitfire donated 
to the war effort as a result of local fundraising. That aircraft was presented to the 
Royal Air Force at RAF Westhampnett almost 75 years to the day before RR232 
arrived at its present operating base where she flies off the very same grass 
runways, now known as Goodwood Aerodrome. RR232 is operated by 
Spitfires.com in association with our friends at Tool Care Hire in Exeter, Devon 
 

WHERE’S IT GONE?                                                                                              
Car smuggling has become such a large problem in South Africa that small 
villages close to the border are effectively being taken over by criminals. A 
recent example is the village of Dludluma in Mpumalanga where cars, 
cigarettes, and even people are trafficked across the border to Mozambique. 
The wire fence separating the two countries has been cut at regular 10-metre 
intervals to make it easier to move large objects such as vehicles, and local 
residents have spoken to news organizations saying they no longer feel safe 
inside their homes. The criminals also attempt to recruit the younger people in 
the villages, which is a tempting prospect as there are few employment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKX23PMAZYk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Westhampnett
https://www.goodwood.com/estate/aerodrome/
http://www.toolcarehire.co.uk/
https://topauto.co.za/features/98083/the-small-south-african-village-where-illegal-car-smugglers-rule/


prospects in the area. The South African Police Services stated that it had 
already arrested 13 suspects and recovered 30 stolen vehicles from the area 
between January and February, and that most of the cars were traced back to 
Gauteng and Mpumalanga. (News24) 
 
CLARENS BEATS LOADSHEDDING                                                                                

 
 
By collectively reducing their electricity demand during load-shedding, residents and 
businesses of Clarens have been completely exempt from the rotational power 
cuts for seven months. Sunday newspaper Rapport has detailed how the small Free 
State town, well known among art lovers, came together to legally sidestep load-
shedding. With its heavy reliance on tourism, Clarens was particularly hard hit by the 
power cuts. Most were too small to afford backup power like solar or generators, 
which meant they were forced to close their doors when load-shedding was 

implemented. The solution was the brainchild of Gert Kruger, a chartered 
accountant and owner of consulting company Augos. The consultancy has 
helped numerous businesses in Cape Town avoid rotational power cuts by 
getting them enrolled in Eskom’s load curtailment programme. Businesses in 
this programme can avoid their power being cut off by reducing their demand 
by a certain percentage, depending on the load-shedding stage. 
(BusinessTech) 
NAUGHTY NIGHTY-NIGHT…                                                                                           
Indonesia's aviation regulator ordered the temporary suspension of two pilots 
of Batik Air after they fell asleep mid-air for at least 28 minutes with 153 
passengers on board. The incident occurred in January, and as per reports, 
the Airbus A320 aeroplane also got deviated from its course but eventually 
landed safely. The captain of the flight reportedly asked his junior to take over 
the command as he needed to rest. The 28-year-old took the responsibility of 

https://mybroadband.co.za/news/energy/522679-eskom-is-letting-this-town-avoid-load-shedding.html
https://mybroadband.co.za/news/energy/522679-eskom-is-letting-this-town-avoid-load-shedding.html
https://www.netwerk24.com/netwerk24/sake/energie/so-moker-clarens-beurtkrag-vir-n-6-20240309
https://www.augos.io/load-curtailment-software
https://www.livemint.com/news/rupiah-faces-bout-of-seasonal-weakness-ahead-of-fed-linked-rally-11710117126981.html


flying the aircraft but dozed off as he was tired of helping his wife with the 
childcare of their one-month-old twin babies. Meanwhile, the Air Traffic 
Controller (ATC) attempted to contact the pilots on board Batik Air flight but 
received no response. Around 28 minutes later, the senior pilot woke up and 
found his junior sleeping. The flight was not on the right course but he 
managed to bring it back and land safely with all the passengers. Indonesia's 
aviation regulator pulled up Batik Air for the huge safety lapse and asked the 
airline to make sure its pilots were properly rested and fit to fly. (Simpleflying) 

FARMER ON HORSEBACK RIDING FROM ZIMBABWE TO WINDHOEK 

 
In 2009, the SADC Tribunal ordered Zimbabwe to give farms it had 
expropriated in its catastrophic land grabs since 2000, back to the farmers. 
The Zimbabwean government under Robert Mugabe, ignored the order.  
When Ben Freeth headed west on horseback from the derelict Mount Carmel 
farm near Chegutu in Zimbabwe on 28 November 2023, for about 800km, he 
avoided roads and stuck to the bush, following game paths where he could, 
while scouting the drought-stricken land for water and grazing for his horse, 
Tsedeq. It was only after he crossed the border into Namibia’s Caprivi Strip at 
the Kazungula border post that he could relax, stop fearing attack from forces 
despatched by the Zimbabwean government, and publicise the reason for his 
slow journey to Windhoek — a bid to have the suspended Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) Tribunal re-established. 
 
 
CHEERS FOR NOW 

Most of us have been sweltering in the heat since last weekend – but it’s not 
officially a heatwave, according to the Weather Services. In any event relief is 
(apparently) on the way in the form of Tropical Storm Filipo, with warnings of 
high winds and heavy downpours…                                                                      
Next Month’s function will be the “Annual Dinner” (now lunch) on Saturday 
6 April, 12h30 for 13h00 at Wanderers. Please plan to attend, and bring 
your ladies and like-minded friends. This is when we commemorate the 
founding of the RAF in April 1918, 106 years ago this year. Also, please book 

https://www.livemint.com/news/billionaire-forrest-calls-on-lme-to-identify-clean-nickel-11708988367694.html


as early as you can – it helps the organisers greatly to have an early handle 
on numbers attending so that a suitable function venue can be arranged 
 
TAILPIECE 
 

Only in SA: NOTICE: “Due to high temperatures we will not be accepting 
money out of your bra” 
 
“Too much of anything is bad; but too much good whisky is not nearly enough” 

  

        



 

  

 



 

 



 


