
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 45 – 12th FEBRUARY 
2021 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 323 of the “Great Lurgy”....By the time you read this week’s Ramblings, the State President will 
have delivered his State of the Nation address to Parliament. We can only surmise that it will be a 
compilation of which Lewis Carroll would have been proud... Another week of high drama started with 
the (almost incredible) news that the rollout of vaccine has been suspended; that the Astra Zeneca 
vaccine is apparently the “wrong one;” and that the batches so far delivered from India with great 
fanfare expire in April!! “More research is needed” and “No need to panic (Mr Mainwaring)”... ”We are 
looking for a plan.” No one is to blame... But take heart, Boris says its “safe for use”... You simply 
could not invent this stuff... Meanwhile, the Auditor General reported “The MCC (Military Command 
Council) did not comply with statutory import regulations and protocols for importing any medicine 
into South Africa. (And also ruined it in transit) The medicine in question (Cuban drug Hebron 
Interferon Alpha-2B) is not approved in South Africa for human application and use.... The 
breathtaking scope, scale and persistence of the corruption at Prasa has Justice Zondo “astounded.” 
Not only did Prasa’s Annual Report reveal that it only reached 17% of its revenue targets, but in ANC 
sponsored land grabs in Cape Town squatters have now built shacks on the central railway line, 
preventing its return to service! And meanwhile, back at the Nkandla Ranch, the “Unholy Trinity” of 
Ace, Zuma and Malema which has, through shame-free corruption and sheer criminality, pillaged 
South Africa for decades (and they are still doing so) met for tea... And the Goths and Vandals 
continue to trash War Memorials... In UK, the “South African Variant” is dominating the headlines. 
Ons is die “Rooi Gevaar”!   But hotels have rebelled over the Government's demand to use them for 
an "open-ended" quarantine into the summer, and “Furious Tories savage Matt Hancock over 
“Forever Lockdown.”  Failure to declare travel on the quarantine form now risks a greater maximum 
prison term than for sex offences involving children or violent firearm crimes! In the US, Trump 
impeachment shaping to be “political theatre,” a media dog show and (possibly) unconstitutional. 
Repression of demonstrations continues in Russia and Hong Kong and Myanmar is simmering after 
the military coup. Situation normal... The piece entitled “Jumbo Jets Don’t Just Vanish” at the end of 
this Newsletter shows that however hard authorities may try to hide it, the truth will come out 
eventually... 
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KEEP ON WALKING: 
 

It was late last month when the UK officially passed the tragic, if expected, statistical milestone of 
100,000 deaths connected to coronavirus. But there is another public health crisis that kills roughly 
the same number of Britons a year, and every year. This is the normalised catastrophe of physical 
inactivity. The long-term health consequences of people not moving enough in their everyday lives is 
now more deadly in the UK than obesity (about 30,000 related deaths a year) and even tobacco 
(about 80,000). The best academic estimate at an annual global death toll came to a likely 
conservative total of 5.3 million. Around four in 10 UK adults and 80 per cent of children live lives so 
inactive they risk their long-term health. One recent UK government travel study asked people how 
often in the previous year they walked continuously for 20 minutes or more. Almost one in five said 
‘never.’ How did we get here? The short answer is that in a matter of a few decades, the sort of 
routine physical exertion familiar to countless generations of humans pretty much disappeared from 
the world. This wasn’t a sudden, global outbreak of laziness. It is a product of a built environment 
gradually redesigned around us to thoroughly, at times even cunningly, make everyday movement 
not just superfluous but at times almost impossible. 
 
SPACE COMMANDER: 
 

                                                  
 

and employment of coalition air and space power across the Middle East within the US Air Force 
Combined Air and Space Operations Centre. Based at RAF High Wycombe, Space Command will be 
a Joint Command, staffed from all three Services of the Armed Forces, the Civil Service and key 
members of the commercial sector. It brings together three functions under a single 2-Star military 
commander: space operations, space workforce generation and space capability. Strategic 
Command leads on developing joint enabling capabilities across the land, sea, air, cyber and space 
domains. In the space domain these include Satellite Communications, Position, Navigation and 
Timing as well as Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance. As Defence’s integrator Strategic 
Command works closely with the Space Directorate in Head Office and Space Command in the RAF 
to ensure they can collectively deliver the capabilities Defence needs to operate and fight in the 
Information Age. General Sir Patrick Sanders, Commander of Strategic Command said: “The benefits 
we derive from Space are vital to our economy, our way of life and to our national security.  In 
particular we rely on space for the military command and control systems, cyber capabilities, 
communications, and surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities that Strategic Command provides 
with our partners to defend the UK and our allies. I look forward to Strategic Command, working very 
closely with the new Space Command to deliver the integration of these capabilities to our Armed 
Forces as they operate in the air, on the land, at sea and in cyberspace.” (RAF News) 
 
 

The inaugural commander of the 
United Kingdom’s new Space 
Command has been announced as 
Air Commodore Paul Godfrey OBE, 
soon to be Air Vice-Marshal. Back in 
December we mentioned the RAF’s 
focus on the challenges of the space 
dimension of today’s battlespace.  
The new Space Command is part of 
their response. Air Commodore 
Godfrey joined the RAF in 1991 and 
has been a fighter pilot most of his 
career. A former Station Commander 
at RAF Lossiemouth, most recently 
he was responsible for the planning 
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GIBRALTAR ROCKS: 
 

 
 

Thousands of life-saving doses of the Covid-19 vaccine have been airlifted by the RAF to Gibraltar. 
Enough of the breakthrough Pfizer vaccine to give 6,000 jabs was delivered to the Rock by a Brize-
Norton based A400M transporter. Covering a mere 6.8 square kilometres and with a population of 
more than 33,000 people, the British Overseas Territory is one of the most densely populated places 
on Earth and vulnerable to an outbreak of the pandemic. After landing at RAF Gibraltar, the six cold 
cases of the vaccine were handed over to Royal Gibraltar Regiment soldiers, who rushed them to St 
Bernard’s Hospital. A total of 5,850 doses of the vaccine were kept at -70˚C in temperature-controlled 
packaging with 10kg of dry ice on board the A400M. The vaccine will be used to protect Gibraltar’s 
frontline workers and the most ‘at-risk’ members of the population. Armed Forces Minister James 
Heappey said: “Following the RAF’s delivery of thousands of vaccines this weekend, the airmen and 
women, sailors and soldiers of British Forces Gibraltar are working together to get the lifesaving jab 
into British arms as quickly as possible.” Military personnel based in Gibraltar are also being held at 
readiness to provide logistical assistance to the government in their response to the pandemic. The 
latest mission follows a similar deployment last March when the Armed Forces provided logistical 
support to the delivery of PPE and medical advice. Commander British Forces Gibraltar Cdre Steve 
Dainton said: “British Forces have worked relentlessly alongside the Foreign Office and Gibraltar 
government colleagues to make this happen.” The airlift is part of Operation Broadshare, the UK 
Armed Forces’ response to the pandemic overseas, which has included delivering vital medical 
equipment including oxygen, medicine and PPE to the South Atlantic Islands. So far, the military has 
assisted with repatriation flights from China, Peru, Japan, Senegal, Nepal and Cuba. Military 
assistance teams have also been deployed to the Turks and Caicos Islands and the Cayman Islands. 
(RAF News) 
 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN HERO; FLYING OFFICER PERCIVAL ROSS-FRAMES 
 BURTON: 
 

An act of bravery by a South African during the Battle of Britain which could have earned him the 
Victoria Cross but unfortunately did not – although heralded and remembered in the United Kingdom, 
his act is hardly known of in South Africa. 
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BURTON                                                                      LIENSBERGER  
So, let’s have a look at this remarkable South African and his action, and let’s remember what 
‘sacrifice’ actually meant to the small group of South African airmen defending the last bastion of 
European modern democracy and liberty against the invasion of a Nazi totalitarian tyranny.                                                                                                                     
Percival (Percy) Ross-Frames Burton was born in 1917 in Cape Province, South Africa.  A military 
man from the outset, during peacetime he initially joined the South African Coast Garrison and 
Citizen Force in 1935. He decided to read Jurisprudence at Oxford University in 1938. He learned to 
fly with the University’s Air Squadron. At the onset of war in October 1939 he volunteered and was 
commissioned in Royal Air Force Reserve (Service Number 74348), and after completing his training 
at Flight Training School Cranwell he arrived at 6 OTU, Sutton Bridge on the 22nd June 1940 to 
convert to Hawker Hurricanes. After just one month of training on Hurricanes Flying Officer Burton 
found himself in RAF No. 249 Squadron, just in time to walk straight into the Battle of Britain which 
kicked off in earnest from the 10th July 1940, and he was to fly alongside another great South African 
hero in the Battle of Britain – Albert ‘Zulu’ Lewis DFC and Bar. During the action Percy Burton locked 
onto and vigorously pursued a Bf 110 flown by Hauptmann Horst Liensberger in a desperate 
engagement which covered a distance of about forty miles (64 kilometres), weaving around at an 
extremely low altitude, often little more than treetop height. The Bf 110 simply could not shake Burton 
off. At this point, out of ammunition, Percy Burton was flying slightly above and behind the twin-
engined BF 110 light bomber aircraft when suddenly, and in an unprecedented manoeuvre, he 
banked his Hurricane, dived down and collided with the Bf 110 in mid-air, chopping the Bf 110 into 
two. The Bf 110 dropped out of the sky and fell into a field. The pilot Hauptmann Horst Liensberger 
his rear-gunner, Uffz Albert Kopge, were killed outright. Flying Officer Percy Burton’s Hurricane 
crashed into a huge oak tree on New Barn Farm. The impact of hitting such a large oak tree was so 
excessive it threw Burton out, dead on impact. However, because of the speculation surrounding his 
action, and much to the outrage of his fellow pilots in No. 249 Squadron, Percy Burton did not receive 
the VC or any gallantry award for that matter and he was only ‘Mentioned in Dispatches’.                                                 
There is truth in the words of Sir Winston Churchill when he said “never in the field of human conflict 
has so much been owed by so many to so few” – and in truth Percy Burton’s death epitomises 
exactly the type of sacrifice made by these ‘few’.  His action is astounding and it’s one which reflects 
the desperate nature of the fight between young men on both sides and in so it is as deeply tragic – 
this is the true ‘Price’ paid. (The Observation Post) 
 

************** 
OBITUARY: 
 
CAPTAIN MICHAEL WELCHMAN SAAF (Retd) who had served with 40 Sqn SAAF in WWII as a 
Recce pilot, answered the Sunset call, early in the morning of 5 February 2021. Michael celebrated 
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his 100th birthday on 8 September 2020, with his beloved wife Betty, at his side, at their home in 
the Care Centre, Kidbrooke Place, Hermanus. Michael was born and raised in Johannesburg. His 
father had been a surgeon and he decided to follow in his footsteps. He joined the SAAF in 1940 
while he was a second-year medical student at Wits University. After he qualified as a SAAF pilot he 
was demobilised and sent back to Wits, but he persuaded the SAAF command to be re-enlisted. 
 

  
 
He was sent to North Africa in Sept 1941 and posted to No. 40 squadron. After a long waiting period 
the squadron eventually received their Hurricane and Tomahawk aircraft in 1942. Michael started to 
fly operational sorties in extreme dangerous situations, as they had to fly unescorted single- or 
double aircraft missions over enemy concentrations to gather photographic and tactical information. 
Michael had some hairy operational experiences and many of his fellow pilots were shot down and 
killed. When sent back to South Africa after the war, he was trained as an instructor and did flying 
instruction until 1944. After the war he finished his degree as medical doctor and had a successful 
career in medicine. He specialized in radiology. The couple has three children, Jenty and Richard 
(who now live the UK) and Rowena (in Australia). The children normally take turns to come and visit 
them on a regular basis. They have eight grandchildren, two of them residing in Cape Town. 
Due to strict Covid-19 protocols, the children, unfortunately, could not be present at his birthday. Until 
to date, they just couldn’t manage to come to SA to see their parents. Our condolences go out to 
Michael's family and friends. We will remember him! (SAAFA) 
 
************** 
 
REFLECTION ON CORRUPTION: 
 

With corruption becoming an everyday occurrence, ethics that were previously taken for granted in 
leaders have long ago been replaced by a "win at all costs/all's fair in love and war (and business and 
politics)" mentality. Yes, that's what money does to people. But, if you're a leader who would like to 
be a role model, it would be a good exercise to ask yourself what money has done to you. Robben 
Island is not only known for its prison. It also delivered the most millionaires of any landmass ever. 
That should tell you something... 
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A THANK YOU FROM THE VULCAN TO THE SKY TRUST: 

 

   
 

The return of the Vulcan to the air prompted national media coverage, a British aviation achievement 
the like of which had not been seen for many years. After last week's announcement of the death of 
Dr Robert Pleming, the Vulcan to the Sky Trust thank supporters for the many kind messages of 
condolence. These have been shared with Robert’s family who are overwhelmed by the supportive 
messages that have come from far and wide and they want to pass on their thanks to everyone who 
has taken the time to write about Robert. It’s clear that his vision and determination to restore Vulcan 
XH558 to flight were appreciated by the millions of people who saw the aircraft fly. His fascination 
with the Vulcan, some would say obsession, goes a long way back. In 1997, after watching the 
aircraft perform with the Vulcan Display Flight in her final years with the RAF, Robert decided he 
would explore the feasibility of returning XH558 to flight in civilian ownership. The challenges of the 
task that lay ahead and Robert’s dedication to the cause, including leaving a successful role with 
Cisco Systems and taking up an unpaid role in charge of the project.  

 

ATTITUDE: There is attitude, and then there is positive attitude! 
 

"Life is not the way it's supposed to be - it's the way it is. The way you cope with it is what makes the 
difference." After his plane was hit and he was forced to eject, the RAF pilot finally regained 
consciousness. He was in a hospital in a lot of pain. He found himself in the ICU with tubes/IV drips in 
both arms, a breathing mask, wires monitoring every function and a nurse hovering over him looking 
worried. It was obvious he was in a life-threatening situation. The nurse gave him a serious look, 
straight into his eyes. Knowing he was not only a pilot, but an Royal Air Force pilot, she spoke to him 
softly and slowly, enunciating each word: "You may not feel anything from the waist down." 
Somehow, he managed to mumble in reply,  "Can I feel your boobs, then?" And that, my friends, is a 
real positive attitude 
 
ON THE BEACH 

                                                    
 

A long-standing Namibian story has it that one 
morning during the early 1950s two men glided 
their light aircraft onto a diamond-strewn beach in 
the Namibian Sperrgebiet (German for no-go or 
forbidden zone) with the intention of collecting a 
large amount of diamonds hidden by one of them 
in rocky outcrops near the beach. On take-off from 
the beach the aircraft however nose-dived after 
one of the aircraft’s wheels struck a rock. They 
were subsequently spotted by the restricted 
diamond areas’ security personnel and arrested 
and convicted. 
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Fact or fiction? The author is constantly in search of historical South African images. On a recent 
visit to a Pretoria based charity organisation, the standard question was posed: “Would you have any 
old South African photographs?” They did.... a series of old photographs by JJ Katzke... The initial 
attraction was the four photographs of an aircraft stranded on a beach. The rest seemed of little 
interest, even unrelated to each other. However, when the helpful charity store volunteer stated that 
she would sell the batch of 16 images for R32 (around $2 or £1.6), the deal was concluded.                                                                                                         
Back home, after much googling, the story around these images started to unfold. Soon it became 
clear that all 16 images relate to a particular story! The constructed story presented here is no doubt 
an incomplete version of the events in that at the time of publishing this article, a number of questions 
still remained unanswered (See final observations below). Although the story turns out to be factual, 
some aspects of this diamond smuggling story have clearly been fictionalised over the years in that 
subtle differences exist in the various narratives, such as: that the duo landed on the beach early one 
morning, yet another version states that they landed in the dark of the night; that the diamonds were 
hidden in a toilet cistern, yet the more probable version (as per photographic evidence) is that they 
were hidden in a rocky outcrop on the beach. The dates between the various stories/records around 
when the incident occurred varies by three days (between 18 December and 21 December 1952) 
The aircraft struck a rock on take-off versus running into a prospectors’ trench. That the duo was 
acquitted following the legal proceedings versus them having received a sanction of some sort.                                                                                            
Full Story by Carol Hardijzer in The Heritage Portal: 
http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/diamond-smugglers-aircraft-deserted-beach-unravelling-story-around-
discarded-crime-scene  
 
GETTING OFF THE GRID: 
 

Years of Eskom load-shedding have pushed many South African households to source their 
electricity supply from outside the national grid. Things are not expected to get better at the utility any 
time soon, with its own forecasts for the next three months showing it anticipates shortages in supply. 
One of the options for South Africans to generate electricity and power their own home is solar power 
panels combined with a battery backup system. Photovoltaic (PV) solar panels are able to capture 
light from the sun and convert this into electrical energy. This is then transferred to a backup battery 
or combination of batteries which are either lithium-ion or lead-acid based. While many consumers 
have opted for smaller grid-tied systems and only use their own power during load-shedding, others 
have completely gone off-grid so as to be completely independent. With Eskom aiming to charge 
solar users a fee for having the grid as backup, many more may now be considering going off the grid 
completely. 
 
MEMBERS WRITE: 
 

Dave Evans writes: Thanks guys - keep up the good work. (In spite of my contributions...!)   I used to 
know Clem Sunter quite well - I 'kinda' worked with him off and on for years, although I now haven't 
seen him for yonks. Apropos your quote for today: "The problems we face today are there because 
the people who work for a living are now outnumbered by those who vote for a living.": Years ago, he 
made the following statement: 'A situation with 5 million taxpayers and 15 million on social welfare is 
not a viable business model.' I suspect the 15 million is larger now, too, and the 5 million smaller... 
(The sensible ones have emigrated...) Cheers, Dave 
 

Eugene Couzyn writes: “Many thanks Bruce and The Committee. Always an entertaining / 
interesting read. I can’t believe how you keep it going, week after week!  Amazing! Stay safe, 
Eugene. 
 

Bruce Prescott (a regular contributor on a variety of topics) writes: Many thanks Committee. The 
annual membership fee is worth every cent for your regular Ramblings.  Sort of makes up for being 
unable to attend the monthly lunches [as they used to be and hopefully to resume soon]. Kind 
regards, Bruce 
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CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Ten months, 323 days later, this is the forty-fifth weekly Newssheet - “Members News, 
Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the Club or any other 
happenings of interest that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained through the lockdown. 
Thanks again to all those who have contributed and continue to do so!  We will use contributions 
progressively as we move upwards and onwards.... 
Please continue to take care – we’ve made it so far – enjoy the relaxation of prohibition and 
restaurants re-opening – but continue to keep safe in these incredibly troubled times: wash your 
hands, cover your face, make space, avoid gatherings and remember that all this, too, shall pass.... 
We’ll keep you posted on resuming lunches when we can, and further developments at Wanderers 
as they resume services. 
So, let’s hear from you...Please continue to send your suggestions or contributions to: 
bookings@rafoc.org 
 
TAIL PIECE: 
 

Do not regret growing old – it is a privilege not granted to many. 
 

‘Growing old’ is mandatory, ‘Growing up’ is optional! 
 

There were 2186 sheep on board a Singapore Airlines plane that was forced to make an emergency 
landing due to the amount of uncontrolled farts issued.... 
 

A camel can work for 10 days without drinking... I can drink for 10 days without working... 
 

What are you drinking? A smoothie.... What’s in it? Fruits, berries, vodka, antidepressants... 
 

A group of female space aliens are invading the earth and kidnapping sexy, good-looking older men 
for various experiments. You, personally, are not in any danger... I just sent this message to you to 
say goodbye... 
 

As the two friends wandered through the snow together, Piglet grinned to himself, thinking how lucky 
he was to have a friend like Pooh.... Pooh thought to himself, “Damn, this pig would taste good with 
some apple sauce...” 
 
Golfing Gimmee....  
Three guys, a teenager, his father and his grandfather go out to play a round of golf. Just before the 
son is ready to tee off, this fine looking woman comes walking up carrying her clubs. She says her 
partner didn't show and asks if she can join them. The guys say sure, since she is quite a beautiful 
woman. 
The lady turns to the three of them and says, "I don't care what the three of you do, cuss, smoke, 
chew, spit, fart or whatever. Just don't try to coach me on my game". The guys say okay and ask if 
she would like to tee off first. 
All eyes are on her ass as her skirt rides up when she bends over to place the ball. She then 
proceeds to knock the hell out of the ball right up the middle. She just starts pounding these guys, 
paring every hole. They get to the 18th and she has a 12-foot putt for par. She turns around and 
says, "You guys have done a great job at not trying to coach me on my game. I've never shot par 
before, and I'm going to ask your opinions on this putt. Now if any of your opinions help me make the 
putt, I will give that guy sex he will never forget. 
"The guys think, 'what a deal!' The kid walks over, eyes up the putt for a couple of minutes, and finally 
says, "Lady, aim that putt six inches to the right of the hole. The ball will break left 12 inches from the 
hole and go in the cup." 
The father walks up and says, "Don't listen to the youngster, aim 12 inches to the right and the ball 
will break left about 2 feet from the hole and fall into the cup." 
The grandpa looks at both of them in disgust, walks over, and picking up the ball, smiles and says, 
"That's a Gimmee." (Sent in by Jon Adams who says it’s not true, but…………) 
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Jumbo Jets Don't Just Vanish - At Last Some Answers to The World's Biggest 
Aviation Mystery: 
 

Sarawak Report has obtained a preview of the latest, ground-breaking book on the world’s greatest 
airline mystery, the alleged vanishing of MH370, ‘The Disappearing Act’ which hits the shelves on the 
eve of the 7th anniversary of the plane’s extraordinary disappearance between Kuala Lumpur and 
Beijing in the early hours of 8th March 2014, provides shocking but compelling new conclusions 
about what happened.  
“Jumbo Jets don’t just disappear” explains the author Florence de Changy, who was one of the 
journalists on the spot at the time (for the French paper Le Monde) and has doggedly followed up all 
the leads and the evidence over the ensuing years. The result is a comprehensive and detailed 
account that reads like a thriller and destroys all the conventional explanations and official statements 
by the Malaysian authorities.  
What emerges from the fog of confusion that prevailed throughout the extended drama surrounding 
the so-called ‘missing’ plane is one clear evidential thread, which is that authorities across the world 
consistently united to withhold basic information about what really happened while allowing the public 
to be deceived by misinformation that should have been discredited immediately.  
Her shocking analysis, therefore, is that Malaysia engaged in what became a massive global cover-
up to hide the true circumstances of a catastrophic mishap that threatened world peace and stability. 
That was the backdrop and explanation for the bumbling, secretive, inconsistent behaviour and 
storylines put out by Malaysian ministers and authorities at the time and the almost total clampdown 
that then took place to hide the actual available evidence.  
In particular, all the open-source information, such as satellite records, cockpit recordings and 
numerous official records and reports as well as civilian and military radar data have been put under 
lock and key for this particular event and also this particular area of the planet during the relevant 
period, says the journalist. Furthermore, contemporary images and news reports from the immediate 
aftermath of the disappearance were shortly after pulled from the internet as in the days, weeks and 
months following the plane’s disappearance relevant authorities across the world appear to have 
collaborated to deceive the public with information that pointed elsewhere.  
Unravelling the story day by day and hour by hour with dispassionate detail, De Changy 
demonstrates how governments, particularly Malaysia, defied the experts by endorsing a series of 
complete red herring theories about the supposed changed flight path of the plane. They even on 
occasion planted and promoted evidence later demonstrated to be plainly false.  
Meanwhile, solid reports and evidence can be seen to have been deliberately ignored and 
suppressed of a crash scene, debris and even bodies (according to two separate MHists, a term 
coined by the author) being collected from the very position the plane was last recorded flying – over 
the South China Sea, a highly sensitive and militarised zone in which a major three country military 
exercise (US-Singapore-Thailand) was just about to get underway as the catastrophe unfolded.  
Compiling the Evidence – what we knew then and what later emerged  
The book makes for a detailed but thrilling read as the journalist unravels the story of what actually 
seems to have happened compared to what was being reported and presented to the public through 
the spotlight of world news.  
Much of what is included in this latest narrative has only emerged from the reports and investigations 
produced long after most of the world had ceased to follow this astonishing event. It means much of 
the material de Changy is able to evaluate now was not available at the time when the world public 
was following the breathless news reports and painfully expensive but fruitless searches in the South 
Indian Ocean.  
And her conclusion? De Changy says MH370 was never found by the multi-million-dollar expeditions 
sponsored mainly by Australia in this vast expanse of ocean, because the plane was never there.  
A convincing raft of credible experts are quoted discounting the prevalent theory endorsed by world 
governments (particularly Malaysia) that the plane turned west then south. De Changy demonstrates 
that not a shred of hard evidence has been substantiated to uphold the ‘ping’ theory first put forward 
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some days after the incident by a UK based satellite company Inmarsat (whose main client, 
she points out, was the United States Government).  
“It was an article originally by the Wall Street Journal that put forward this radical suggestion that the 
plane continued to fly for several hours. At first, the main news organisations like CNN reported that 
their best aviation experts said it simply wasn’t true. I also have a confidential email where a MAS 
employee states that both Boeing and Rolls Royce told the airline that this news was “false”.  
They had simply no evidence of such a flight path. It was only after the White House supported this 
weird scenario at one of their press conferences that everyone started falling in line. Malaysia, to its 
credit, resisted that theory for a few days.  
Yet, suddenly, the whole world started to look in the Southern Indian Ocean and stopped looking 
along the actual flight path of the plane, which was the most obvious crash zone” 
So what did happen?  The full story of the investigation into MH370 and the unravelling of the unique 
and improbable ‘disappearance’ of MH370 by Florence de Changy can be read in her book 
“Disappearing Act, the impossible case of MH370″ available in good bookshops and online. 
Well worth a read. 
https://www.sarawakreport.org/2021/01/jumbo-jets-dont-just-vanish-at-last-some-answers-to-the-worlds-biggest-aviation-
mystery/  
(Sent in by Jon Adams) 

 
 


