
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 52 – 2nd APRIL 2021 
 
GREETINGS: 
 

Day 372 and counting... Well, the whole country breathed a sigh of relief on Tuesday when the 
President announced a slightly stricter coronavirus lockdown over Easter as fears continue of a “third 
wave”... “High Noon” for efforts to save Land Bank from collapse.... Jacob Zuma is not the 'tokoloshe' 
in our midst - the entire ANC is to blame for a weakened State....  Ace (Magashule) in a hole with 30 
days’ notice.... watch this space... Mozambique boils over on our doorstep with SA casualties... DAG 
to the rescue.... And – “What the Fog?” the Gauteng government squanders R117 million (of 
ratepayers’ money) on unnecessary and potentially dangerous Covid 19 fumigation... In UK, the 
“Dreadnought” programme will produce four 500ft Royal Navy submarines, a gargantuan effort 
supporting 30,000 UK jobs. “Rule of Six” almost unenforceable… Boris determined to have a face-to-
face COP Summit in Glasgow – Ms Sturgeon permitting... A survey finds no “institutionalised racism” 
in UK. No 10's review widely condemned as 'divisive'...Join the dots...”The Great Reset”.  
Tuesday this week saw the Memorial Service for Major General Des Barker and Col Rama Iyer, at 
the SAAF Memorial at Bays Hill. A tribute from the SETP is at the end of this issue. Sadly, we have 
also just received news last night (Wednesday) of the passing of Charmaine Stableford. Our sincere 
condolences to Brian and the extended family. 
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Major General Jeremy Julian JOSEPH PHIPPS CB, who has 
died aged 78, was the SAS officer who coordinated the rescue of 
the Iranian embassy hostages. As Director, Special Forces, he 
skillfully navigated Whitehall corridors; later he worked in security 
for Control Risks and the Jockey Club. He served as Senior British 
Loan Services Officer in Oman. Phipps was the son of a Royal 
Navy officer, Lieutenant Alan Phipps (1915–1943), who was killed 
ashore at the Battle of Leros, one of the sons of Sir Eric Phipps, a 
British diplomat descended from the first Earl of Mulgrave. His 
mother, Veronica Nell (née Fraser; 1920–2005) was a Roman 
Catholic, the daughter of Simon Fraser, 14th Lord Lovat. In 1946, 
she married Brigadier Fitzroy Maclean, who raised Phipps, who 
was educated at Ampleforth and the Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst. 
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Phipps was commissioned into the Queen's Own Hussars in 1960. He was serving in the Special 
Air Service during the Iranian Embassy siege in 1980 and was subsequently given command of the 
Queen's Own Hussars. He was appointed Commander of 11th Armoured Brigade in 1986, Director 
Special Forces in 1989 and Senior British Loan Services Officer in Oman in 1993 before retiring in 
1997. In retirement Phipps became a Director at Control Risks Group through whom he was 
seconded to the Jockey Club as Head of Security.                         
 

After launching a number of raids on training yards across Britain in search of doping materials, 
Phipps agreed to meet Buffham, who was assisting Panorama, in a London wine bar to discuss 
whether he should co-operate with the BBC producers, although unknown to him the meeting was 
covertly filmed. Having been presented with evidence on camera at Newmarket's July Course that he 
had openly criticised the Jockey Club's "backbone" during the meeting with Buffham, Phipps resigned 
on a matter of principle just eight months after being made director. "He was a larger than life 
character and much liked by his team in the security department," said Christopher Foster, executive 
director at the Jockey Club and Phipps' direct boss. 
 
Squadron Leader William Alexander ‘Mac’ McIlroy, RAF, who has died aged 99, was shot down 
during World War Two, imprisoned in Stalag Luft III and endured the Long March before escaping. 
He later became a signals expert during a long career in the RAF. He was born on his parent’s farm 
in Ireland in September 1921, and after leaving school he joined the Post Office Telecommunications 
as a trainee engineer before joining the RAF in January 1939. He qualified as a wireless operator and 
was posted to the flying staff of No 2 School of Air Navigation training navigators. After two years he 
started a conversion course on bombers. On the night of May 30-31, 1942, Bomber Command 
launched the first of three Thousand Bomber Raids. To achieve the required number of aircraft, it 
was necessary to use some from the bomber training units. Flying in a twin - engine Hampden, 
McIlroy flew on all three of the raids, the first to Cologne. He joined 408 Squadron at RAF Balderton 
near Newark and completed a further 11 missions on the Hampden before the squadron converted to 
the four-engine Halifax and moved to RAF Leeming. On April 3, 1943 he and his crew attacked 
Essen. On return, the undercarriage failed to lower and the bomber crash-landed and was destroyed. 
McIlroy escaped uninjured. Eleven days later, on the night of April 14, 1943, McIlroy and the crew 
took off to attack Stuttgart. It was his 28th operation. After successfully attacking the target, the 
bomber was shot down over Reims by a German night fighter. Seven of the eight-man crew bailed 
out, one evaded capture and the others, including McIlroy, became PoWs. The pilot, Pilot Officer I. 
Mackenzie RAAF, died at the controls to avoid crashing on houses in the village of La Neuvillette. 
The villagers later erected a memorial in his memory. McIlroy was severely injured on landing and 
remained in a German run hospital in Reims for nine months before being transferred to Stalag Luft 
III, scene of the Great Escape. On the night of January 27, 1945, the prisoners were given a few 
hours to evacuate the camp as the Russians approached from the east. The long column of PoWs 
headed west with minimum food and belongings during the harshest winter for many years. Known 
as The Long March, many prisoners perished. They eventually reached an overcrowded camp at 
Luckenwalde. As the Russians approached, McIlroy and two colleagues escaped and walked 
westwards for three days. They finally reached the River Elbe, where they met US troops. Within 
days, they were flown back to Britain. After recuperating, McIlroy joined 24 (VIP) Squadron as an air 
signaller. He and his crew were posted to Vienna as the personal crew for General Sir Richard 
McCreery, GOC of the British Forces of Occupation in Austria. His crew took senior officers, 
politicians and others to various peace conferences in Europe. Amongst his passengers was Field 
Marshal Sir Bernard Montgomery. McIlroy’s flying career continued until 1953 and he served on 49 
Squadron, initially flying Lancasters and then the Lincoln bomber from Upwood in Huntingdonshire. 
McIlroy transferred to the RAF’s engineering branch and specialised in signals and electronics, much 
of it highly secret. He worked on guided missile systems, including the ill-fated Blue Streak, and later 
on strategic communications, which included service in Cyprus. His final five years in uniform were at 
the Joint Air Reconnaissance Intelligence Centre (JARIC) at Brampton. On retirement in 1976, he 
spent a further five years as a specialist with the unit before moving to the engineering department at 
Cambridge University, where he carried out research and tutored students studying for their PhD. 
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Late in his life, McIlroy returned to Reims to visit the family of the French nurse who cared for him 
during his long stay in hospital. (RAF News)  
 
S FOR SUGAR: 
 

 
 

Lawrence Milner wrote in: “I recently read an article about a Lancaster "S for Sugar" and I wondered 
if it would be of interest to the readers. In case you haven't come across this story it tells about this 
particular Lancaster which completed an incredible 137 sorties in the 2nd WW and survived.  It 
thumbed its nose at Hermann Göring who made the boast that no enemy aircraft will ever fly over 
Reich territory. The  Reichmarshall was mocked by adorning its aircraft with his infamous quote and 
set the number of successful operations on her nose art along with an arrow pointing to nearly 100 
mission marks at the time. Sugar was always admired by its crews - Sgt Steve Bethal who flew as 
a19 year old air gunner revealed "Sugar was affectionately held as being capable of finding its own 
way back from any target in Europe, but a navigator was carried just in case!" Another comment by a 
crew member stating ‘In this kite the pilot and navigator go to sleep coming home, for it knows its way 
back from almost any target.’ This aircraft is now housed at the RAF Museum, London.  Although I 
always visit the Museum in London, I was totally unaware of this famous aircraft and, if I am spared 
to make this trip again, it will be my first call to visit and admire it”. Sugar’s full pedigree at: 
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/collections/74-A-12-Avro-Lancaster-R5868.pdf  
 
SOARING WITH THE EAGLES: 
 

British and Israeli Air Force Chiefs flew on an F-15 Eagle during a visit to the Middle East. And Chief 
of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Wigston, met a 101-year old former RAF fighter pilot 
during his fact-finding mission. Maj-Gen (Rid) Dan Tolkovsky served in the UK during World War II 
and on leaving as a Flight Lieutenant in 1946 joined the newly created Israeli Air Force in 1948, rising 
through the ranks to become its fifth Commanding Officer in 1953. ACM Wigston was a guest of the 
current Israeli Air Chief Major-General Amikam Norkin, who gave him a tour of the Tel Nof, 
Palmachim and Nevatim air bases to promote key collaborative efforts and strengthen ties between 
the nations’ militaries. The Chiefs flew in an IAF F-15 aircraft from the 106th Squadron based at Tel 
Nof Airbase and visited Squadron 210 – dubbed the “Defensive Sword” Unit of the IAF’s Air Defence 
System – as part of talks on UAVs. ACM Wigston said: “This has been an excellent opportunity to 
engage with the Israeli Air Force, to celebrate our common heritage, to nurture our enduring 
relationship, and to explore many areas of mutual interest. I am very grateful to Maj Gen Norkin and 
his excellent team for hosting the visit.” (RAF News) 
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‘RED ARROWS ESCAPE AXE - FOR NOW!’  
 

  
                                                            
It also reports that the purchase of 90 F-35 fighter jets will be axed, leaving just 48 as the RAF 
focuses on developing the new Tempest aircraft. Meanwhile, defence chiefs are facing rising costs of 
an estimated £15 million annually to maintain the Red Arrows' ageing Hawk T1 jets. Ministry of 
Defence insiders confirmed to the Express that the Red Arrows will not be scrapped in the review, but 
RAF sources said the Reds' days were numbered unless other streams of financial support could be 
found urgently. A senior RAF source told the Express: “Given the financial challenges which the RAF 
and, indeed, all services are facing, and anticipating no sudden upsurge in budget, funding the team 
is becoming challenging to the point that we must consider either finding a new, additional and 
substantial stream of income or letting go." The Red Arrows has various sponsorship deals with big 
companies including BAE, Barbour, Breitling, Land Rover and Rolls Royce, worth just under a million 
pounds. The team would normally perform about 25 shows a year charging £10,000-to-£30,000 a go, 
paid to the MoD. But the source added: “In 2010 our fuel bill was around £1million. "This has jumped 
to £3 million, even with falling oil prices, and, while the budget has increased, those in the 
background who administer and run the team are constantly struggling to keep the finances in order, 
the clock is ticking."  
(Sent in by Gordon Dyne, with the comment “Can you imagine the RAF sans the Red Arrows? The mind boggles at the 
short-sightedness of these pricks at the top of the Ministry of Defence!  ---- and now all the BAE Hawks have been 
grounded because one had a problem!) 
 
PARK WITH PRIDE: 

   
 

 
 
But the career of Park, with a reputation as a shrewd tactician and hands-on commander, was far 
from over and his management of the defence of Malta made a significant contribution to British 
victory in the Mediterranean. Rowlands’ book Air Marshal Sir Keith Park subtitled Victor of the Battle 
of Britain, Defender of Malta, said the author, is “…a political story which crosses 80 years and 

It is said that victory in the Battle of Britain could never have 
happened without the inspirational command and leadership of 
Keith Park. A New Zealander, Park and Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Hugh Dowding ensured that Fighter Command was prepared for 
the Nazi onslaught, says author Murray Rowlands in his new 
biography of Park, published by Pen & Sword Aviation. Park 
took command of No 11 Group, responsible for London and 
South East England’s defence, in April 1940. Dowding and Park 
were dismissed from their commands in the aftermath of victory 
due to internal RAF politics, said Rowlands.                                                                           

Funding the Red Arrows is becoming so 
tough that the MoD must look at new 
income streams or "letting go" of the 
world-famous display team. The 
Express reports that the Royal Air Force 
Aerobatic Team have been saved from 
the axe in a defence review published in 
the week of March 22. But it reports that 
senior defence sources admit the Ministry 
of Defence can no longer afford to fund 
the team, based at RAF Scampton. The 
publisher says that according to insiders, 
Hercules transport aircraft will be 
scrapped and the Boeing E-7 Wedgetail 
surveillance aircraft fleet cut from five to 
three. 
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covers the treatment of Dowding and Park at the moment of victory in November 1940. Those who 
conspired in this shoddy act operated in the shadow of two great men.” It wasn’t until 2009, following 
a campaign, that a statue of Park was erected in central London, 69 years after the RAF triumphed in 
the Battle of Britain. Then Chief of the Air Staff, ACM Sir Stephen Dalton, led tributes at the unveiling. 
He said: “Sir Keith Park was a brave and exceptional fighter pilot; he was an outstanding senior 
officer, who never failed at any task he was given. “He inspired all who worked with and for him, with 
his quiet gallantry, supreme personal inspiration, organisation and mental agility. He is a hero to the 
Royal Air Force, to this country, and to New Zealand, whose citizens have so often joined us in 
battle.” Rowlands said: “Publications now recognise Park as being the architect of victory and yet the 
memory of his contribution seems to have faded. I hope my book will remedy this.” Keith Park was 
born in 1892 in Thames on New Zealand’s North Island. His father, John Livingstone Park, was 
Director of the Thames School of Mines and with his wife Frances had 10 children – seven girls and 
three boys. Keith was the ninth child, and, said Rowlands, “his earliest memories were of the giant 
machines crushing the ore to remove the gold at Thames, a settlement established by the gold rush 
that started in the late 1860s.” In WWI Park joined the New Zealand Army and fought at Gallipoli. He 
went on to become a flying ace. Although his outstanding leadership and service is celebrated to day, 
he was criticised by ACM Sir Trafford Leigh-Mallory, who, with Deputy Chief of the Air Staff Sholto 
Douglas, led the activity in the wartime Air Ministry against Park and Dowding. Leigh-Mallory 
replaced Park as commander of 11 Group and Douglas replaced Dowding as commander-in-chief at 
Fighter Command after an infamous meeting of the Air Council in 1941 known as ‘The Meeting of 
Shame.’ Rowlands’ book includes a photograph of a revealing letter written about his dismissal by 
Park in October 1956 to Flt Lt JJ Hunt. Park wrote: “During the Battle of Britain there were two Air 
Marshals at Air Ministry who very much wanted Lord Dowding’s job at HQ Fighter Command. 
“…Dowding was so highly thought of by the Cabinet that his position appeared to be unassailable, 
until… the conspirators at Air Ministry discovered an Air Vice Marshal in No 12 Group who badly 
wanted my job commanding 11 Group.” Park went on to be appointed Air Officer Commanding in 
Egypt, then famously commanded the air defence of Malta. In January 1944 he became Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief Middle East Command and in February 1945 was appointed Allied Air 
Commander South-East Asia, where he served until the end of World War II. He was promoted to 
ACM in December 1946 and returned to New Zealand, where he died, aged 82 in 1975. 
 
 
MOZAMBIQUE BOILS OVER: 
 

                                                                           
A DAG HELICOPTER lands AT PALMA 
 
 
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said it continued to receive 
reports of clashes in Palma and nearby areas on Tuesday. 

Tens of thousands of people are feared to 
have been displaced following a deadly attack 
by Islamic State-linked insurgents on a gas hub 
town in northern Mozambique, aid agencies 
said, as rescuers searched for survivors on 
Tuesday. Many of those fleeing were believed 
to have scattered into dense forest or to have 
attempted to escape by boat when Palma 
came under attack on Wednesday, aid workers 
told Reuters. Some waded out to sea to hide, 
one survivor said. Mozambique’s government 
has confirmed dozens of deaths, including at 
least seven killed when militants ambushed a 
convoy of vehicles trying to escape a besieged 
hotel on Friday. Witnesses have described 
bodies in the streets, some of them beheaded. 
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“It’s a real humanitarian catastrophe,” Lola Castro, World Food Programme regional director, 
told Reuters. “People are … scattered all over the place – by boat, by road.” Reuters has not been 
able to independently verify the accounts from Palma, a logistics hub for adjacent gas projects worth 
around $60 billion led by oil majors including Total. Most communications to the town were cut on 
Wednesday. Phone calls to Mozambique’s government and security officials went unanswered on 
Tuesday. Islamic State claimed the attack on Monday via its Amaq news agency. A US official said it 
may show the group’s increasing “brazenness” in Mozambique, where militants are now seeking to 
hold towns. South Africa’s supply of weapons and training to Mozambique is under scrutiny as 
violence increases in Cabo Delgado and the United Nations reports targeted attacks against civilians 
in Palma. The insurgency in Mozambique began in 2017 and since then has killed thousands and 
displaced more than half a million. The Mozambican authorities have turned to South African private 
companies to assist with security, while the United States and Portugal have agreed to provide 
limited training. Since April 2020, Dyck Advisory Group (DAG) has been assisting the Mozambican 
police, and using their light helicopters helped rescue many people from besieged Palma over the 
weekend. However, Amnesty International has accused it of indiscriminate attacks against civilians 
and its contract with Mozambique expires on 6 April. (DefenceWeb and Reuters) 
 
PROJECT ASTRA – A WAG’S VIEW: 
 

Brian Stableford sent in this interesting item received from a former RAF colleague, who writes “One 
of my pals has just sent me a Ladybird ‘Easy-Reading’ Book, titled “Doing Astra” which is a play on 
both Ladybird books and the current state of the RAF.  I detect a certain cynicism similar to that I 
remember from the 1970s in particular.  Perhaps inevitable in view of the reports of poor 
maintenance of accommodation and the latest in cuts.  Some of our CCMAA pals might enjoy it, 
especially as the latest set of cuts are being spun as preparing for the future – I note the “is fitted for, 
not with bits.  It seems that, as usual, the Treasury is winning” An extract below: 

 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now twelve months plus, 372 days since the start of the great panicdemic, this is the fifty-second 
weekly Newssheet - “Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or 
greetings to the Club or any other happenings of interest that will help us all to keep in contact and 
entertained  through the lockdown. Let’s not be April Fools.... Mercifully, the Easter break is not to be 
too disrupted by the iniquities of the NCCC… Enjoy the break! Travel safe if you are going away…                                                                            
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And please continue to take care – we’ve made it so far – enjoy the relaxation of prohibition and 
resorts and restaurants being open – but continue to keep safe in these incredibly troubled times: 
wash your hands, cover your face, make space, avoid gatherings (do not give the ungodly reason to 
persecute you further) and remember that all this, too, shall pass.... We’ll keep you posted on 
resuming lunches when we can, and further developments at Wanderers as they progressively 
resume services. 
So, let’s hear from you...Please continue to send your suggestions or contributions to: 
bookings@rafoc.org  
 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

It’s too late to make Suez Canal jokes now...that ship has sailed.. 
 

Say “No” to obesity – eat your children’s Easter chocolate now.... 
 

All my friends who support Biden must have unfriended me. I don’t see any posts of them bragging 
what a good job he’s been doing... 
 

John Kerry as a “Climate Czar”? A guy who has 5 houses, 12 cars, 2 yachts and a private jet, telling 
you that you should take the bus, don’t eat meat, use electric cars, and just “find another job” if you 
work in the oil and gas industry? 
 

Wearing a mask to go into a restaurant and then sitting down and taking it off ... is like having a 
pissing section in a swimming pool. 
 

Who would have thought that one day we’d be smoking weed at a family gathering.... But -  the illegal 
part would be the family gathering... 
 

Next time you go on a roller coaster, take some spare bolts with you, and tell the person in front of 
you “Dude, these came out of your seat” 
 

When a man says he’ll do anything for a woman, he means fight bad guys and kill dragons, not 
vacuum or wash dishes... 
 

Wife: “Tell me who’s stupid – you or me?” Husband (calmly) “Everyone knows that you’re so 
intelligent, you would never marry a stupid person. 
 

Sometimes when I reflect on all the wine I drink I feel ashamed. Then I look into the glass and think 
about all the workers in the vineyards and all of their hopes and dreams. If I didn’t drink this wine, 
they might be out of work and their hopes and dreams will be shattered. Then I say to myself:  “It is 
much better that I drink this wine and let their dreams come true and their hopes be realised, than be 
selfish and worry about my liver.” 
 

Second Opinion 
An elderly businessman buys a large house. The house is situated on a cliff overlooking the sea. One 
evening, the old gentleman is out for his usual walk before going to bed. The evening is a very 
blustery one. He ventures a little too close to the cliff's edge, loses his footing and falls over the brink. 
Fortunately, he is able to grasp a very slender sapling that is growing out of the cliff, which stops his 
fall. The old gentleman hangs there for a few moments, terribly shaken. Eventually, he calls out, "Is 
there anybody there?" At once a great voice seems to fill the whole of the firmament. It comes out of 
the clouds, out of the sea and out of the cliff itself. It says in measured tones, "There is always 
someone up here, my son. All that you need to do is release your hold upon that small tree and you 
will descend safely to the shore below."  
The old gentleman considers this for a moment and takes a look down at the jagged rocks 200ft 
below him. Then he looks up again and says, "Is there anybody else up there?" 
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TRIBUTE TO GENERAL DES BARKER: 
  
A Tribute from the Society of Experimental Test Pilots (SETP).  Sent by a colleague and former 
Defence Attaché, whose dad, Tom Morgenfeld, Lockheed’s F-22 and F-35 chief test pilot knew Des 
through SETP: 
The Society was saddened to learn of the “Last Flight” of Maj Gen Desmond “Des” Barker, SAAF 
(Ret) (M) on 17 March 2021 following a plane crash in a Patchen Explorer near Swartkop Air Force 
Base, South Africa.  He was 71. 
Des was born in Pretoria, South Africa on 25 August 1949.  He was educated at Lyttelton Manor High 
School and joined the South African Air Force (SAAF) in 1968, qualifying as a fixed wing pilot in 
1969. He is third generation Air Force, his grandfather being the twentieth member of the SAAF. 
From 1969-1983 he was assigned to the Advanced Combat Flying School flying Vampires and then 
to CFS Langebaanweg as a Qualified Flying Instructor flying Impalas and eventually qualifying as an 
A1 Category flying instructor; Research and Development (AFHQ) as a Project Officer and 
Production Test Pilot at Atlas Aircraft Corporation, and an Operational Pilot at 12 Squadron flying 
Canberras.  He served as a member of the Silver Falcons while at CFS and completed a total of 82 
operational sorties while at 12 Squadron, being awarded the Military Merit Medal. 
He was accepted for test pilot training in 1984 and graduated as a fixed wing experimental test pilot 
in 1985.  From 1986-2000, he spent a period at 1 Sqn flying the Mirage F1AZ, was seconded to 
Armscor on an overseas assignment for approximately two years as the project test pilot on the 
Cheetah C and paid a short visit to the Russian Air Force’s Flight Test Centre (Vladimarovka) flying 
the MiG-29.  He was appointed Chief Test Pilot at TFDC in 1991, a post he occupied for five years. 
During his tour at TFDC he was involved in most of the fixed wing fighter programmes and weapons 
development testing.  Firsts include being the first SAAF pilot to fly the Cheetah C, first flight of the 
Cheetah D and C in South Africa, the first flight of the Mirage IIIRZ/Atar 09K50 engine integration and 
the first flight of the Mirage F1 fitted with the Russian RD-33 engine derivative.  He had a unique 
distinction of having fired more than sixty air-to-air missiles in development programmes. 
He served as the evaluation pilot on the strategic defence package evaluation team flying the Mirage 
2000, the Hawk 100, the Aerovodochody L-159 and the Aermacchi AM-339.  As an original member 
of TFDC’s establishment in the Overberg, he was closely involved in establishing the flight test 
management and standard operating procedures at TFDC.  He flew approximately fifty-eight different 
aircraft types and variants of military aircraft, nearly all in the flight-test environment.  He had a total 
of more than 7200 flying hours of which more than 6000 are fast jet flying hours.  In 1990, he was 
awarded the Southern Cross Medal for his contribution to flight-testing in the SAAF. He successfully 
completed the Senior Command and Staff Course in 1995, being elected as the Course Leader 
(Eagle) and achieving the award for Best Student.  He was promoted to the rank of Colonel on 30 
January 1996 and was appointed as Officer Commanding TFDC. The highlight as Commanding 
Officer was the recognition of TFDC as the SAAF Prestige Base and SAAF Prestige Unit in 1999 and 
also the award of the Frank Carnell Gold Medal by the South African Institute of Aerospace 
Engineering to TFDC for the strategic contribution to Aerospace Engineering in the RSA.  In addition, 
TFDC was also awarded the SANDF Productivity Award Gold in 1998.  
He was involved in project management and flight test engineering for thirty-five years and besides 
the publication of more than fifty papers internationally, has also published a flight safety book on 
demonstration flying in December 2003 entitled “Zero Error Margin – Display Flying Analysed.” 
In January 2004, he was assigned to the post of General Officer Commanding, Air Force Base 
Makhado and in June 2006 he was promoted to the rank of Major General and assigned the position 
of Chief of Air Staff Operations in the South African Air Force.  As Chief of Air Staff Operations, he 
was directly responsible to the Chief of the South African Air Force for the operational capability 
management and the SAAFs portfolio of aviation safety, Directorate Aviation Safety. 
Maj Gen Barker retired from the SAAF on 31 July 2008 after 40 years’ service to take up the post of 
Competency Area Manager – Aeronautics Research at the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research. The portfolio included management and integration of several different aeronautical 
research competencies including Experimental Aerodynamics, Computational Fluid Dynamics, Power  
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and Propulsion, and Aerostructures. 
In 2013, he co-authored a flight test handbook in support of Non-Type Certificated Aircraft flight 
testing titled: “Flight Test Handbook for Experimental and Homebuilt Aircraft.” 
He was assigned to the Air Force Reserves at the Heritage Flight of the SAAF Museum flying several 
vintage aircraft including the Aermacchi AM-3, AM-4, Piaggio P-166S and Patchen Explorer.  As a 
civilian test pilot, he conducted flight testing for Warbirds Company in South Africa. 
In 2014 he was appointed as the Acting Executive Director for Defence, Peace, Safety and Security 
at the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research responsible for managing the South African 
Defence Research business unit in the domains of aeronautics, radar and electronic warfare, 
optronics, landwards sciences, command and control and information warfare and technology for 
special forces.  
In 2016 he was assigned as a Contract Research and Development Manager for the Defence Unit at 
the CSIR. 
In 2017 his contract with the CSIR ended after nine years and he became self employed as a fixed 
wing experimental test pilot. 
Founded in 1866, the Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) has as objectives the support and 
maintenance of high professional standards in aerospace disciplines and providing a unique source 
of specialist information while providing a forum for the exchange of ideas with the view to exerting 
influence in the interests of aerospace in the public and industrial arenas. The Society is an 
international, multidisciplinary professional institution dedicated to the global aerospace community 
with over 22,500 members. Since the title of Honorary Fellow was awarded by the RAeS for the first 
time in 1917, there have been only 191 recipients of Honorary Fellowships. 
In December 2018, an Honorary Fellowship was bestowed upon Maj Gen Des Barker (SAAF Rtd), 
only the second South African after Professor Beric Skews (WITS/2008) to join the illustrious roll of 
honour of the RAeS Honorary Fellows. 
In 2020, Des was awarded the Herman R. “Fish” Salmon award. 
 
 


