
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 58 – 14th MAY 2021 
 
GREETINGS: 
 

Day 414... Water Saving Week – SA battles water shortages...and the great SA “all talking, all 
singing, all dancing” show rolls on into more episodes: Ace Magashule - replaced by Jessie Duarte - 
has to apologise for sending his own suspension letter to Pres Ramaphosa... High Court’s damning 
judgment found Judge Willie Seriti and Judge Hendrick Musi failed to investigate the Arms Deal... 
THE ESKOM FILES: “A job and a house” - WaBenzi and a house on Jamaican Music Street: Eskom 
exec's charmed life...while banging away: former Eskom executive Abram Masango also allegedly 
tried to assist a Uitenhage pastor in becoming a supplier to Eskom before fathering her child.... more 
revelations about the State Security slush fund... More flak for De Lille's Beit Bridge fence... decision 
on Gauteng failed tolls expected this week... maybe... 
Boris Johnson under fire for delaying Covid public inquiry until 2022... meanwhile Boris unveils UK's 
recovery plan for pandemic in 'Queens Speech'... French ports ban Jersey fishermen from landing 
catch... UK modelers have concluded that Britain is not facing a deadly third wave of coronavirus –
how’s that again? – meanwhile, Taiwan with a population of 23 million has reported only 11 Covid 
deaths to date... but why worry about Covid? - Gruesome factory farms are reportedly pumping 
animals full of powerful antibiotics, creating vicious new superbugs that could kill 10 million people a 
year by 2050... The Fintech boom is aimed at the wrong customer – should be helping small 
businesses… Tesla will 'no longer accept bitcoin' due to fossil fuel use. Electric cars: Driving 'may 
become too expensive for middle classes'... The Middle East cauldron boiling as Hamas continues to 
fire rockets into Israel - Gaza conflict heading 'towards a full-scale war'  And Poor Old Joe baulks at 
the first fence... "If you can't be a good example, you'll just have to be a horrible warning." Jennifer 
Crusie. 
 
RAFOC Rugby Restaurant Reviews: 
With the upcoming British & Irish Lions Tour to South Africa in July, we thought it would be interesting 
for members to share information about their favourite restaurant or pub where rugby enthusiasts can 
enjoy a pint and a bite while watching a match. All contributions are welcome, wherever the place is 
located. We look forward to hearing from you! See Dr John Ledger’s first contribution on Gino’s at the 
end of these Ramblings... and Dave Evans’ piece on Operations Research. 
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TWO HISTORIC RAF SQUADRONS RETURN: 
 

The Air Surveillance and Control System (ASACS) Control and Reporting Centre (CRC) at RAF 
Boulmer has been allocated the Number 19 Squadron numberplate and RAF(U) Swanwick in 
Hampshire the Number 78 Squadron numberplate. 
Since its formation in 1915, 19 Squadron has served during the First World War, Second World War 
and the cold war, ending its service at RAF Valley where it operated the Hawk T1 until disbanded in 
2011. As one of the last surviving Battle of Britain squadrons 19 Squadron will now represent the 
UK’s Air Surveillance and Control capability which monitors, detects and identifies all aircraft in and 
around UK Airspace and on overseas operations, whilst supporting Quick Reaction Alert Aircraft by 
scrambling fighters to intercept aircraft whose intentions are unknown. 
The origins of 78 Squadron also lie in the Royal Flying Corps having been formed in 1916 for home 
defence, protecting the South East coast. Its Battle Honours include the First World War, Second 
World War, Iraq and Afghanistan until its disbandment in 2014 operating Merlin helicopters from RAF 
Benson. The squadron will now represent RAF(U) Swanwick and their delivery of Area Air Traffic 
Management, Airspace Management, Air Defence Resilience Entity and Northolt Radar, ensuring the 
safe passage of military and civil aircraft across the UK. (RAF News) 
 
WING COMMANDER KEN REES: 
 

  
 

A Second World War pilot who played a vital part in the ‘Great Escape’ from a Nazi 
Germany prisoner-of-war camp today had a train named in his honour by Great Western Railway. 
Wing Commander Ken Rees, from Wales, was imprisoned in Stalag Luft III and helped to dig the 
tunnel from which a daring escape was made in March 1944. A pilot with Bomber Command, Ken 
was shot down over Norway in October 1942 just two weeks after getting married. He was taken to 
Stalag Luft III, a prisoner camp designed for captured airmen and the scene of the ‘Great Escape.’ 
Ken was a digger on the Tunnel ‘Harry’, the longest of all the tunnels and the one used in the escape. 
In the 1963 film of the famous feat, Steve McQueen’s character is said to be based on Ken due to his 
antagonistic attitude towards his captors, a result of his brother-in-law, Squadron Leader Harold 
Starr, being shot under his parachute during the Battle of Britain. Ken, who died in 2014 aged 93, 
always maintained he had nothing to do with the story that McQueen’s character was loosely based 
on him. “He is taller than I am, I’m heavier than he is, he’s American and I’m a Welshman – the only 
things we’ve got in common is that we both annoyed the Germans and ended up doing stretches in 
the cooler. I didn’t get out and if I did, I wouldn’t have been able to ride a motorbike anyway.” GWR 
set out to mark last year’s 75th anniversary of the end of World War Two by naming seven of its 
Intercity Express Trains after remarkable people involved in the conflict. Highly-decorated spy Odette 
Hallowes, D-Day veteran Harry Billinge MBE and ‘Cockleshell Hero’ Cpl George Sheard were added 
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to its list of #GreatWesterners but the Covid-19 pandemic prevented any further ceremonies from 
taking place. Now the train operator is fulfilling its pledge to honour four more war heroes and Wing 
Commander Rees’ name will feature on Intercity Express Train 800310, forming the 1122 service 
from Swansea to London Paddington following the ceremony. (RAF News) 
 
*************** 
OBITUARY 
 
AIR VICE-MARSHAL DONALD (DON) LAURENCE ATTLEE, CB, LVO, DL, RAF: 
 

  
 

Air Vice-Marshal Don Attlee, who has died aged 98, commanded the RAF Queen’s Flight and in 
1961, during a route-checking flight to West Africa, had the dubious honour of being the first Royal 
aircraft and crew to be arrested.... He also helped gather intelligence on a Soviet jet that crashed into 
a Berlin lake. After the crash Attlee arranged for the Russian engines and top-secret ‘Skipspin’ air 
intercept radar to be flown to Farnborough for testing. When commanding the Queen’s Flight and on 
a route checking flight prior to the Queen’s visit to Ghana in 1961, he and his crew were arrested with 
the aircraft in Mali, the first time such an occurrence had happened. The situation was eventually 
resolved and the Royal Visit passed without incident. Attlee had been a flying instructor during the 
final years of the war and later served on two Canberra bomber squadrons. As the senior RAF 
intelligence officer in Germany, he was on a routine visit to Berlin in April 1966 when a Soviet fighter 
aircraft crashed into a lake in the British sector of the city. He was involved in the dramatic recovery 
of its engine and top-secret radar, which were rushed to England to be analysed. The engine was 
returned to the wreck, but not the radar, which the British claimed had been unrecoverable from the 
lake. In his final appointment he organised the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Review of the RAF. After 
retiring from the RAF, he became a fruit farmer, served as District and Parish Councilor, and was 
past Chairman Mid Devon District Council. He died peacefully at home in Devon surrounded by 
family on 28 April, aged 98.  
 
*************** 
 
DEUTSCHLAND UBER ALLES...: 
 

On May 8, 1945, Germany formally declared defeat in World War II. As others have said, there was 
one war in Europe that began in 1914 and ended in 1945, with a 20-year truce in between. Both wars 
pitted Germany against France, Russia and Britain with increasing involvement of the United States. 
It is not an overstatement to say that it was a war of Germany against the rest of Europe, with lesser 
European powers scattered in minor coalitions with one side or another. The wars began in the deep 
structure of Europe, but they were initiated on a broader scale by Germany and ended when 
Germany surrendered. The two wars might collectively be called the German War, laying the 
groundwork for asking how much of the Germany that was crushed in 1945 remains today. It’s 
therefore safe to say that 76 years ago, the Germans collapsed and, with that, the European war that 
began in 1914. Some 76 years after its surrender, Germany is again the economic pivot of Europe 
and the fourth-largest economy in the world. It underestimates no one, but the truth is that no one 
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underestimates Germany. Britain has seceded from the German-led union. Russia courts 
Germany, and the Germans have mastered coyness. France searches for its place in the sun, which 
is often blocked by Germany. And the United States lurks in the distance happily indifferent to 
Europe’s problems. Each had a mortal fear of the other. Now each has mild unease. And geopolitics 
is not shaped by good intentions, of which there are many. May 8, 1945 was certainly a comma in 
history. It remains to be seen if it was a period. 
See https://geopoliticalfutures.com/germany-may-8-1945/ George Friedman in “Geopolitical Futures” (sent in by Clive 
King.)  
 

Some of us may remember General Smuts’ warning that the Treaty of Versailles was a recipe for 
another war. Smuts refused to sign the Treaty, feeling it was too harsh on Germany. However, Louis 
Botha convinced him to sign it as a sign of South Africa’s status as an independent country, albeit 
one which continued to exist within the British Empire. 
 
A CAPTAIN REMEMBERS: 
 

Rambling #57 was of the normal super-duper standard and made for an interesting read. I liked the 
article on the Pan Am Clipper and wish to point out that pilots of the SAA Boeing 747-400’s didn’t 
need to eat grub served on a tray on his/her lap. We had a pair of 1st Class seats in an aft area of the 
flight deck where you were served like a gentleman, if you behaved like one. Our tray tables were 
properly laid with a starched cloth and serviette, normal cutlery and fine bone china crockery. The 
fare was dished up as ordered a la carte. The adjacent crew rest was a two-bunk facility separated 
from the flight deck, but within the area which was separated from the passengers. This was by 
means – post 9/11 - of a bulkhead with a 480Kg bomb proof door that would be envied by the 
security guards at Fort Knox.  
The flight deck crew rest had its own environmental temperature control, bunk temperature control 
and multiple channel headphone jacks for soothing music to lull one to sleep. The crew rest with 
exclusive use toilet, was an enclosed area fairly well soundproofed from the normal flight deck noise 
level. The ambient noise level varied with indicated airspeed and altitude. The highest noise level 
from the engines was naturally during the take off and climb phase. As the indicated airspeed passed 
253 knots, the wind noise took over as the aircraft climbed higher and the indicated airspeed reduced 
and the Mach number increased as the air became thinner and colder. At a regular cruising speed of 
around Mach 0.85 (85% of the speed of sound), the noise level, if I remember correctly was around 
75dB. 
The niceties were appreciated, as flights were scheduled nonstop often up to 14-15 hours through 
the night. At the end of the flight, one had to have your wits about you to handle the landing often in 
inclement weather at one’s destination and regular low visibility arrivals with little fuel in the event of a 
diversion being necessary. I miss the challenging but wonderful operation of these fantastic 
engineering marvels from Seattle to such an extent that on occasion, nearly 20 years after mandatory 
retirement, that I climb into my clothes cupboard with a gently purring vacuum cleaner to pretend I’m 
in the crew rest of a 747. My wife plays along and bangs about the area, emulating the cabin crew 
tidying up their galleys. To add to the realism, she brings me cold tea hourly.... (Capt Karl Jensen) 
 
BONTEHEUWEL BRIEFCASE BOBAAS! 
 

South Africa has a secret weapon in the lowly papsak!! There has been a surge in consumer demand 
for Bag-in-Box wines in the current year according to new data, partially caused by changing 
behaviours due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Research by packaging leader Smurfit Kappa in 
collaboration with Wine Intelligence found that Bag-in-Box wine attracted 3.7 million new consumers 
in France and the UK during the past six months. The survey analysed the behaviour of monthly wine 
drinkers  in France and the UK, who have increasingly moved to drinking and entertaining at home 
due to the restrictions of the pandemic. France is the biggest market for Bag-in-Box wine and the UK 
is currently one of the fastest growing. Consumers noted freedom of consumption, ease of transport 
and value for money as the main motivations when purchasing Bag-in-Box wines. Other benefits 
of Bag-in-Box wine include its ability to preserve wine for up to 6-8 weeks after opening compared to 
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2-3 days in a glass bottle, and its lower carbon footprint. The Bag-in-Box wine consumer market 
currently stands at nearly 12 million consumers in France and 4 million consumers in the UK. The 
survey reveals the growth potential of Bag-in-Box wines with an additional 4.4 million consumers 
open to purchasing the product in the future representing a potential 27% increase in consumers. 
 
“FREEDOM” ISN’T FREE... FAILED STATES: 
 

Failed states have governments so weak that they can’t perform the normal actions of a state. A 
think-tank called The Fund For Peace names the 10 most fragile states in 2018 as South Sudan, 
Somalia, Yemen, Syria, Central African Republic, Republic of the Congo, Sudan, Chad, Afghanistan 
and Zimbabwe. Some of these countries are fought over by rival militias, others have a ruling elite 
that is looting the state. Sometimes the Church is the only national institution that still works. 
Autocratic states are marked by single-party rule, repression of critics, and elections that the ruling 
party always wins. Autocratic states can deliver law and order and provide for people’s needs. But 
because autocracies fear alternate centres of power, they typically repress civil society and suppress 
unorthodox ideas, which often squeezes the Christian Church. Despite many gains for peace and 
freedom in various countries, autocracy is on average increasing in the world. The think-tank 
Freedom House in 2018 listed 71 states where political rights and civil liberties had declined; 35 
countries had improved. It was the 12th consecutive year of decline in global freedom. 
(Freedomhouse.org ) 
 
SHEER NOSTALGIA: 
 

 
 

As the green desert of electric cars looms, Toyota South Africa is restoring a 2000GT, which it 
describes as “the crown jewel” in its historic fleet. The company announced the restoration project in 
March 2021 and has now released photos of the Toyota 2000GT’s progress. A key component of the 
project will be getting spare parts for the car, which was produced limited numbers in the late 1960s. 
Fortunately, Toyota Gazoo Racing is producing genuine replacement parts for the vehicle, along with 
parts for the A70 and A80 Supra models. “Obtaining the parts was just one part of the challenge. 
Selecting a team that could take on the task of performing a complete nut-and-bolt restoration on the 
legendary 2000GT was the second part,” said Toyota. The company is therefore working with 
Generation Old School Benoni, who will be in charge of the restoration. Following an assessment of 
the car, Toyota said that while the chassis is in good condition, several components will need to be 
refurbished or replaced. These include the magnesium alloy wheels. The Toyota 2000GT was a very-
limited-run vehicle, and only 351 units were produced between 1967 and 1970. Of these, three units 
were sent to South Africa – chassis number MF10-10131 and MF10-10206 in Pegasus White, and 
MF10 -10207 finished in Thunder Silver. Along with its striking looks, the car featured a longitudinally 
mounted 2.0-litre, 6-cylinder engine that was developed by Toyota and Yamaha. The motor produced 
110kW and 175Nm and was mounted at the front – with drive sent to the rear wheels. 
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Toyota highlighted that the 2000GT’s desirability was further enhanced by the fact it appeared in 
the 1967 James Bond movie “You only live twice.” Two convertible versions of the 2000GT were 
specially commissioned for the film, which starred Sean Connery. 
 
RAF SQUADRON BADGES: 
 

This is the second (and last) in the Cigarette Card series. This one is not a full set as you will see 
from the numbers on the back of the cards, and there will be some that are now ‘closed.’ If you 
served on any, please let us know. 
 

             
 

             
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 414 days since the start of the great panicdemic, this is the fifty-eighth weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest (preferably not on the antics of Ministers (various) or 
NCCC!) that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained  through the lockdown. See John 
Ledger’s contribution below....We’re hanging in there... 
Please plan to visit the SAA Museum (after payday) at the end of this month -29 May – now the only 
operational part of SAA!  They need our  support  - See previous flyer for details. 
And please continue to take care – we’ve made it so far – continue to keep safe in these incredibly 
troubled times: wash your hands, cover your face, make space, avoid gatherings (do not give the 
ungodly reason to persecute you further) and remember that all this, too, shall pass.... We’ll keep you 
posted on resuming “normal” lunches when we can, and further developments at Wanderers as they 
progressively resume services.                                                                                                                                                          
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In the interim, a number of members are keen to get together for informal lunches. We are 
considering holding such informal lunches (no pressure on those who prefer to avoid gatherings) at 
convenient (and open-air) venues such as Chariots at Wanderers, Morningside Country Club, 
Randpark Golf Club, Bryanston Sports Club, where we can either choose from the standard lunch 
menu or negotiate a “Pensioners Lunch” deal if there are enough takers to warrant this. The first such 
would be on Friday 4 June 2021. Please let us know if you would attend such lunches? So, let’s hear 
from you...And please continue to send your suggestions or contributions to: bookings@rafoc.org  
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

There was a man who thought he was holding ground,  
When he was actually flying southbound, 
He misread his map, 
Flew airspeed for track, 
This is exactly for which he was renowned.  (The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 
“The Chopper Tech” 
The sun refracts white gold 
Dancing splinters of light chase 
Play undisciplined on the foresight 
That swings and swoops across the vision 
Tracing 
Climbing 
Following the darting shadows 
That melt and mix below 
A finger, leather sheathed, tightens 
On the trigger 
That will dispatch a burst of arcing fire 
Red tipped in curving grace 
To traverse the ravaged land 
In giant, dust-masked steps. 
 
Missing someone is a terrible feeling - just ask any sniper. 
 

Traffic cop – ‘Do you have any drugs or weapons in the car?’ Lady driver in car – ‘What do you 
need?’ 
 

Arthur is 90 years old. He's played golf every day since his retirement 25 years ago. One day he 
arrives home looking downcast. "That's it," he tells his wife. "I'm giving up golf. My eyesight has got 
so bad. Once I've hit the ball, I can't see where it went." His wife sympathizes. As they sit down, she 
has a suggestion: "Why don't you take my brother with you and give it one more try." "That's no 
good," sighs Arthur. "Your brother is a hundred and three. He can't help." "He may be a hundred and 
three," says the wife, "but his eyesight is perfect." So the next day, Arthur heads off to the golf course 
with his brother-in-law. He tees up, takes an almighty swing, and squints down the fairway. He turns 
to the brother-in-law. "Did you see the ball?" "Of course I did!", says the brother-in-law. "I have 
perfect eyesight." "Where did it go?" asks Arthur. "I can't remember." 
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Gino's Italian Restaurant, Robertsham (John Ledger) 
 

Gino's has been a firm favourite of Joburg southerners for 38 years now, but such is its reputation, 
value for money and superb pizzas that many regular pilgrims from the northern, eastern and western 
suburbs may be found here. The ambience and the people who work at Gino's combine to make it a 
friendly and welcoming space. Gino Mazza himself is always around, keeping an eye and a hand on 
things and often donning his apron and chef's hat to roll pizza dough. Restaurants where the owners 
are hands-on are invariably better than franchises! 
For watching rugby one has two choices; the bar or the restaurant. The bar is magnificent, with sturdy 
wooden tables and several TV screens, including a large pull-down one. There are pictures of 
Ferraris (what else?) on the walls and above the bar, and this pub just oozes character. For big 
matches the place is always full, and late-comers are losers. However, the restaurant has a number 
of tables and there are TV screens on the walls, so this is where families or larger groups of friends 
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will prefer to sit. In this Covid-19 environment, numbers in the restaurant are limited and it is 
essential to book. 
 

The bar has Windhoek, Heineken, Peroni, Castle Light, Castle, Hansa and Peroni on tap, with a 
variety of bottled beers in the fridge and very good Sangria. The wine and spirit list is comprehensive 
and just about every taste is catered for. The menu is Italian, of course, but fish, steaks and prawns 
are there for those that want them. There are some special meat dishes on the menu, such as the 
lamb's neck stew made according to Gino's mother's original recipe. It is served in a three-legged 
potjie and is out of this world. Another unique meal is the 'Patata Cicci Carne', a thin steak in gravy 
on a bed of potato and bean mash with a salad on the side. 
 

The pastas and pizzas are what most people come for – all are excellent and really good value for 
money. The pizzas come in standard or large, and for large, read 'huge'. They will make thin- or thick-
based pizzas for you, and you can actually see the pizza-cooking squad working behind glass, with 
the large and genial head-cook pushing the freshly-prepared items into the wood-burning oven with 
his long paddle. You can order pizzas in a number of traditional styles like Regina (R65), Hawaiian 
(R65), Quattro-Stagioni (R75) and the like, or you can make up your own combination of toppings. 
There is also an unusual pizza, made with anchovies, that is totally different from anything you've had 
before – it is named after the village of Monte San Giacomo, in the south of Italy, from where the 
Mazza family came to South Africa. 
 

This is a venue that is highly recommended for the coming rugby season. Located among bustling 
factories and workshops, Gino's is a revelation to all who have discovered this gem in an unlikely 
location. From the street you go through two massive, Medieval-looking wooden doors and up the 
stairs to the restaurant and bar. For those who may be mobility-challenged, there is a chair-lift that 
will carry you up in style.  
 

Getting there: Take the M1 South, Booysens exit, bear right then cross over Booysens road (four 
lanes). At the next robot with a sign saying right to Gold Reef City, go straight over and turn left at the 
circle into Harry Street. Gino's is number 126 on the left with a tall palm tree outside. 
http://www.ginos.co.za/branch/Robertsham/   
 

 
 

Another Friday at Gino's. Linda, Gino, Peter, John, Terry-Lee and Des. 
 
Operations Research – What’s that? (Dave Evans) 
 

OR, as it is commonly abbreviated, is generally regarded as originating as Research into military 
Operations during World War Two, although some of the techniques, such as statistics, go back 
much further than that. The powers that be probably thought that giving rifles to some of the boffins 
would be more dangerous to the Allies than to the Nazis, so asked them to look into what could be 
done to ‘operate’ the military better. Churchill and Smuts were both particularly keen on this idea, of 
the military being as effective as possible in all aspects and using the latest scientific techniques to 
do that. A quote about the winning general being the one who gets there ‘the firstest with the mostest’ 
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has been attributed to various people – it seems to date back to the American Civil War at least, 
but that was definitely part of what they had in mind. Radar came out of the wider aspects of that 
approach, as did the whole ‘Enigma’ code breaking work at Bletchley Park which Alan Turing was 
famously involved in. OR is still used extensively in logistics – minimising the number of trips you 
make and miles you cover is still key to maximising your profits if you are a Coca Cola or SA 
Breweries. It was heavily involved in the D Day invasion of Normandy in 1944. Getting more than 150 
000 troops into France on 6th June was almost the easy bit. Keeping them supplied there on an 
ongoing basis without a port, when the nearest friendly ports were some 150 miles away, and the 
enemy supply lines were very short, was a monumental task. One component of that was the 
Mulberry Harbour, where a large number of very old ships were half filled with concrete and then 
taken across to Normandy and scuttled in such an arrangement that they formed a harbour. Two 
were set up – one was very unfortunately irreparably wrecked by a huge storm a few days later, but 
the other was used for six months, until no longer needed, by which time it had received over 4 
million tons of supplies! ‘Operations Researchers’ are referenced in RAF documentation from very 
early in the war. As soon as reconnaissance photos were available after bombing raids, analysts 
were able to point out the abysmal accuracy of the bombing – in many cases, only a very small 
percentage of bombs within several miles of the target! An amusing story relates to an early RAF raid 
which flew a ‘reciprocal’ bearing – i.e., the exact opposite of what it should have been – a much 
easier mistake to make than one might realise. The target was Rotterdam, at night, and after the 
appropriate time, a coast with a port showed up dimly on the right hand side, so they bombed it. It 
was Swansea – in south Wales! This was hushed up at the time, of course, and when it did come out 
later, the Swansea residents were furious – not about being bombed by their own side, but about how 
inaccurate the bombing had been! Studies were also done of the damage to returned bombers, from 
flak and night fighters, to assess where more protection was needed – the OR men pointed out that 
places with holes where the bombers had come home were fine – the bombers survived – it was 
places that didn’t have holes that needed thinking about, as bombers that had been holed there didn’t 
come back!  Early anti-aircraft fire from the guns placed in and around the large cities like London 
was spectacularly ineffective. Analysis of the travel times and patterns of the shells and redesigned 
sights on the guns allowed a tenfold increase in the number of enemy aircraft shot down for a given 
number of shells. A lot of work was done on the best areas and search patterns for finding 
submarines for aircraft such as Sunderlands and Catalinas, and what the optimum depth charge 
settings should be, based on what the U boat would most likely do when it dived and how far/deep it 
could get before the aircraft got to its last position. Convoy management was also a topic which got a 
lot of attention – the ‘Battle of the Atlantic’ went on between the German U boats and the Allied 
convoys for most of the war, and there were large parts where it wasn’t clear that the Allies were 
going to win. Which freighters should be placed where, and how the warships such as frigates and 
destroyers should be deployed was far from obvious. 
 
 
 


