
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 60 – 28th MAY 2021 
 
GREETINGS: 
 

Day 428... the Grand Caravan moves on... Norma Mngoma singing like a canary, says Gigaba 
thought he was Zuma's 'favourite'... If Jacob Zuma cannot find some far-fetched reasons he can use 
to create a legal argument that fits his victim argument, he opts out of the system, writes Mpumelelo 
Mkhabela.... Zuma pleads not guilty – he would, wouldn’t he? Dudu Myeni reprimanded and charged 
by the Zondo Commission... Health Minister Zweli Mkhize and other third parties pocketed roughly 
R90-million in suspicious payments emanating from a R150-million Covid-19 and National Health 
Insurance communications contract. THE ESKOM FILES : Anatomy of Kusile kickbacks: How big 
contractors funded Eskom execs' 'schools’, and 'churches'.... "I performed sterlingly' -- former 
Commissioner Tom Moyane's take on the historic gutting of SARS.... Gordhan - "regrettable" Denel 
employees not paid...  New CAF president Patrice Motsepe has to play on a rough pitch.... Hijackers 
(they walk amongst us) are getting more desperate in South Africa – 30 hotspot areas designated...  
Rand at 22 month best (in case you hadn’t noticed) 

Dominic Cumming gives a good imitation of Norma Mngoma.... “Dominic Cummings stars in his own 
jaw-dropping, grubby, delusional mini-series”...Ousted aide lambastes Boris and says failure to grasp 
situation meant ‘tens of thousands of people died who didn’t need to die’... like “The Thick Of It” - only 
without the laughs. Life inside the fear factory: How the UK Government keeps everyone on high 
alert... Hillsborough Trial collapses as judge rules no case to answer.. The Duke of Sussex is to 
reunite with Oprah Winfrey in their own mini-series to "go deeper" into the stories explored in their 
Apple TV show. AND... The BBC Proms will have a British theme this year and a traditional Last 
Night, as its director admitted to underestimating the patriotic feeling that led to last year's row over 
Rule, Britannia!  
Joe Biden orders US intelligence to dig deeper into Covid’s origins.... Egyptian brokered Gaza truce... 
Alexander Lukashenko is defiant about forcing a Ryanair flight to land in Minsk… ”Ill-wishers are 
strangling us.” Indeed...  In the flood of news reporting, strange that the international press have not 
filmed any of the Hamas rocket launchers... or Hamas targeting the international aid trucks at the 
crossing points into Gaza... join the dots. Associated Press News Release: “Could you please note 
that our Gaza Office has moved. Previously on the 3rd Floor, it is now in the basement.” In Italy, three 
people were arrested in connection with Italy's cable car disaster, with prosecutors alleging a safety 
brake had been deliberately deactivated. 
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"The only thing that scares me more than space aliens is the idea that there aren't any space 
aliens. We can't be the best that creation has to offer. I pray we're not all there is. If so, we're in 
big trouble." 
Ellen DeGeneres 
 
 
SAILOR MALAN: FREEDOM FIGHTER: 
 

 
     
75th ANNIVERSARY: DE HAVILLAND CHIPMUNK: 
 

 
 

It has a two-seat tandem cockpit and is powered by a de Havilland Gypsy Major engine. 
For now, the Prefect is the next-generation elementary training aircraft, which was named in 
honour of the Avro single-engine biplane trainer used by RAF pilots before and during the 
Second World War.  Designed to the latest safety standards, it offers an ideal training platform 
for new students to learn general handling, spinning, stalling, aerobatic and navigation skills. 
 

 

At a time in SA when the ANC, ridiculously, (the truth is not in 
them) is trying to arrogate to themselves the title of “freedom 
fighters”, The legendary Group Captain Adolph Gysbert 
Malan, universally known as ‘Sailor’, is rightly remembered as 
possibly the RAF’s most outstanding fighter pilot and leader of 
the Second World War. He was, though, so much more than 
that. Deeply opposed to injustice and benefiting from a 
worldview, upon return to his country of birth he became 
heavily involved with anti-apartheid activism, a true freedom 
fighter and amongst the most outstanding South Africans of 
the Twentieth Century. 
More about the story, the book and the author at: 
https://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/blog/author-guest-post-dilip-sarkar-mbe-
2/?fbclid=IwAR0ylTlwUb4tADZcRvtdM89TSADGf5AymYbOUWQDqW4Ms
wYxIRIxE1ilpCs 

The de Havilland Chipmunk first flew on 22 May 
1946 and from the late 1940s, becoming the 
RAF’s primary trainer aircraft. Although still used, 
the RAF now also has the Prefect. The RAF’s 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight has 
two Chipmunks, invaluable for training fighter 
pilots to fly Spitfires and Hurricanes as they have 
the same tail wheel landing gear – two wheels at 
the front and one at the back – as opposed to the 
‘tricycle’ formation of modern aircraft.  
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EYE IN THE SKY: 
 

  
 

Private security group Fidelity says it has become one of the first providers in South Africa to use 
drones to track criminals in suburban areas. The group said that the drones will first be trialed in 
the greater Fourways area for two months and then extended to other suburbs, estates and 
shopping centres. Wahl Bartmann, chief executive officer of the Fidelity Services Group, said 
that the offering consists of a mobile command centre with a qualified drone pilot and a fully 
equipped state-of-the-art drone. “The command centre is linked to a tactical response unit for 
both reactive and proactive purposes. Customers contact a call centre to activate the drone 
response and on sites where Fidelity ADT already provides guarding, the drone response will be 
worked into the incident escalation procedure,” he said. “We believe drones and the deployment 
of a mobile drone team, will not only act as a highly effective visible deterrent to criminals, but 
also assist to immediately track down and locate criminal elements once an outer perimeter on 
an estate has been breached, or in any scenario where suspects are at large on a security 
estate.” Bartmann said the deployment is ideally suited to security estates and will increase 
proactive crime prevention and the ability to plan crime prevention operations. It will also 
facilitate a more rapid response to live criminal incidents and scenes. “Drones can also play an 
important role in other emergency situations that require monitoring, such as dangerous fires and 
land invasions,” he said. Fidelity said its drones will work hand-in-hand with the Vumacam 
suburb surveillance system and in strict accordance with all privacy and aviation restrictions and 
laws. “Drones need to be licensed and flight details have to be approved to fly in certain areas,” 
said Bartmann. He added that drone operations can also only be conducted with the permission 
of the landowner and/or other designated person able to provide such authority. “We are very 
excited about the introduction of drone technology in the residential space as an added means to 
tighten the net for criminals and add an additional layer of security. “Its success has already 
been proven in remote areas and we have no doubt we will have similar success in specified 
residential areas”. 
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A SOUTH AFRICAN WINTER’S TALE: 
 

 
On 14 May SOCOM announced that it had awarded five fixed-price prototype project other 
transaction agreements (OTAs) totaling $19 million to five companies for prototype 
demonstrations in mid-2021. Each company will fly four demonstration flights between 14 June 
and 23 July at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida, Janes reports. If the prototype project is 
successful, a company could be requested to provide a proposal for a follow-on production 
award, most likely in 2022. Leidos, Paramount Group USA and Vertex Aerospace in May last 
year announced they had teamed up to pursue the Armed Overwatch contract with the Bronco II 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) and light attack aircraft. Leidos is the prime 
contractor and Paramount and Vertex are primary teammates. The Bronco II would be 
manufactured in Crestview, Florida and designed to meet the specific needs of US Special 
Operations Command. (DefenceWeb) 
 
 
 
 
*************** 
OBITUARY: 
 

 
 
*************** 
 
 

The United States has selected the Bronco II 
(Ahrlac) multi-role aircraft to take part in the 
Special Operations Command (SOCOM) Armed 
Overwatch flight demonstration along with the 
Textron Aviation Defence AT-6E Wolverine, L3 
AT-802U Sky Warden, MAG Aerospace MC-208 
Guardian and Sierra Nevada Corporation 
M28/C-145 Wily Coyote.  

Flight Lieutenant Jan Baxter RAF, who has died aged 100, was 
one of the last surviving Polish pilots who flew with the RAF 
during the Second World War. Jan Baxter (born Jan Zablocki) 
escaped from his native Poland in 1939, reached France and 
then travelled to England where he joined the RAF and trained 
as a pilot. He flew 12 operations on Wellingtons, the majority 
dropping sea mines in the entrances to Nazi-held ports. After 
converting to the Halifax, he left for Italy and completed 27 
missions dropping supplies to the partisans in Yugoslavia, 
Greece and Poland, which he visited 11 times. He was twice 
awarded the Polish Cross of Valour. He remained in the RAF 
after the war and flew Dakota and Valetta transport aircraft in 
Aden and Malaya.. He later worked for the MoD for 10 years as 
a linguist and translator. 
(Full Telegraph Obit at end of Ramblings) 
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WICKHAM WILD ABOUT HORSES: 
 

 
 

Villagers' anger as dozens of travelers ignore ban on 750-year-old Wickham Horse Fair with 
shops, pubs and roads forced to close with police watching on Crowds of travelers today 
descended on Wickham in defiance of a ban on the village's historic 750-year-old horse fair that 
had been cancelled because of the pandemic. The Wickham Horse Fair, which usually attracts 
thousands and dates all the way to 1269, had been cancelled for the second consecutive year to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. But, after reaching an agreement with Hampshire 
Constabulary, a 'small symbolic event' was authorised to take place. Signage had been placed 
on all main routes into the village of Wickham, Hants, but that didn't stop dozens of travelers
bringing their horses for the annual event. Road closures were also put in place to prevent more 
people attending the fair - causing anger from residents and business owners who say the road 
closures have affected their customers. (Daily Mail) 
 
SAR&H: 
 

Many of you may have seen “Mbalulu” Fikile grandstanding on TV last Monday morning at the 
wrecked Klipspruit PRASA station. Some observations from elsewhere: “It is early 2010. We are 
standing on one of Johannesburg’s old yellow mine-dumps, looking south. In the middle distance 
is the magnificent FNB Stadium that will host the FIFA World Cup Final. In the foreground, an 
elegantly-arched concrete bridge carrying the shining rails, masts and overhead cables of the 
revamped 14km rail link between central Johannesburg and Nasrec. After 18 months of 
construction at a cost of R70 million (2020 value: R115 million), the new line is ready to ferry 
more than 20,000 peak-hour passengers. Move on ten years to January 2020. The Nasrec 
station is closed. The steel of the rails is rusting; the overhead electrical equipment has 
vanished, apart from a few lengths of cable drooping uselessly from the masts; and the pillars of 
the concrete bridge are covered with graffiti and piled with litter. The once-busy Springs-
Randfontein suburban service has simply ceased - in September 2020, six kilometres of cable 
was stolen in just 24 hours. In many places the track itself has been stolen. This is an emblem of 
what has happened to the South African railway network - once regarded as one of the world’s 
best. And its destruction has nothing to do with the Covid lockdown. The decline began not 
under the ANC government, but the National Party in the 1980s ...” (David Williams in the History 
Portal) 
 

CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 428 days since the start of the great panicdemic, this is the sixtieth (!) weekly Newssheet -
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest (preferably not on the antics of Ministers (various) or 
NCCC!) that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained  through the lockdown. We’re 
hanging in there... 
Please plan to visit the SAA Museum (after payday) at the end of this week – Saturday 29 May –
now the only operational part of SAA!  They need our support - See previous flyer for details.  
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And please continue to take care – we’ve made it so far – continue to keep safe in these 
incredibly troubled times: wash your hands, cover your face, make space, avoid gatherings (do 
not give the ungodly reason to persecute you further) and remember that all this, too, shall 
pass.... We’ll keep you posted on resuming “normal” lunches when we can, and further 
developments at Wanderers as they progressively resume services. 
 

RAF SQUADRON BADGES: 
 

         
 

         
 
 
                                                                                                                                                      
INFORMAL LUNCHES: 
 

As we mentioned last week, a number of members are keen to get together for informal lunches
and so we are considering holding such informal lunches (no pressure on those who prefer to 
avoid gatherings) at convenient (and open-air) venues such as Chariots at Wanderers, 
Morningside Country Club, Randpark Golf Club, Bryanston Sports Club, where we can either 
choose from the standard lunch menu, or negotiate a “Pensioners Lunch” deal if there are 
enough takers to warrant this. There have been a reasonable number of “takers” so the first such 
will be on Friday 4 June 2021, on the Terrace at Wanderers (Because we all know where that 
is....) Meet from12h00.                 
 
We will send a reminder and how the lunch will work on Wednesday next 
week.  
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TAILPIECE: 
 

So, our source of covid has been busy,  
As anyone with a PC can see, 
He has been away, 
To do a display, 
How he does all these things make me dizzy. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road.) 
 
 
A Sunday School teacher was teaching the children about when Lot's wife turned around and 
turned into a pillar of salt. Little Jimmy piped up "The other day, mum was driving me to school 
and she turned around and she turned into a Toyota Hilux!" 
 
Paddy was an extremely nervous patient whose imagination afflicted him with all kinds of 
misfortunes that never materialised. One morning he staggered into the lounge. He was bent 
forwards. He tottered to a chair and still curled into a half-moon shape, dropped into it. 
He gasped to his wife, 'It's happened at last. There was no warning. All of a sudden I found I 
couldn't straighten up. I can't lift my head.' 
When the doctor had arrived and looked at Paddy/ His wife asked, 'Is there any hope, doc?' 
'Well,' the GP replied, 'it would help a great deal if he would undo the third buttonhole of his 
waistcoat from the top button of his trousers.' 
 
My dog's secret... 
My dog sleeps about 20 hours a day. He has his food prepared for him. He can eat whenever he 
wants. His meals are provided at no cost to him. He visits the Doctor once a year for his check-
up, and again during the year if any medical needs arise. For this he pays nothing, and nothing is 
required of him. He lives in a nice neighbourhood in a house that is much larger than he needs, 
but he is not required to do any upkeep. He makes no contribution to the running or maintenance 
of the house. If he makes a mess, someone else cleans it up. He has his choice of luxurious 
places to sleep. He receives these accommodations absolutely free. He is living like a king and
has absolutely no expenses whatsoever. All of his costs are picked up by others who go out, 
work hard, and earn a living every day. I was just thinking about all this, and suddenly it hit me 
like a brick in the head... 
I think my dog is an ANC member. 
 
This happened yesterday and is important information for our age group over 60 (and beyond): A 
friend had his 1st dose of the vaccine at the vaccination centre after which he experienced 
blurred vision on the way home. 
When he got home, he immediately called the vaccination centre for advice and to ask if he 
should see a doctor or be hospitalised. 
He was told NOT to go to a doctor or a hospital, but just to return to the vaccination centre 
immediately and pick up his glasses... 
 
(Matt Cartoon - Blue Peter is a British children's television programme that was first broadcast in 
1958.The programme, which has had continuous seasons since it was first aired, is now the 
longest-running children's TV show in the world. Blue Peter's content is wide-ranging. Most 
programmes are broadcast live, but usually include at least one filmed report. There will also 
often be a demonstration of an activity in the studio,) 
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************** 
Flight Lieutenant Jan Baxter AFM** RAF, who has died aged 100, was one of the last surviving 
Polish pilots who flew with the RAF during the Second World War. After flying the Wellington 
bomber, Baxter converted to the four-engine Halifax and was posted in February 1944 to No 1586 
(Special Duties) Flight at Brindisi in Italy. To join the unit, he and his crew delivered a Halifax via 
Rabat, Algiers and Tunis. The role of the Flight was to airdrop supplies to the partisans. He began 
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operations in March and over the next three months completed 27 operational flights, all 
conducted at night. These included 11 to his native Poland and others to Yugoslavia, Greece and 
northern Italy. In addition to the threat from German night fighters, Baxter and his crew had to 
battle with the weather. They had to cross the Carpathian Mountains, and on other occasions the 
Tatra Mountains, before descending to lower levels to identify the signals of reception parties 
waiting on the ground. Flying at heights below 500 feet at night, the crews sometimes had to 
make several runs before the full load of supplies – and sometimes personnel – had been 
dropped. 
He described one drop to the Polish Home Army: “Flying low over the DZ during the drop, I 
opened the side window and felt a rush of clear Polish air. The flights to Poland were exhilarating 
and, if the missions were accomplished, they gave a lot of satisfaction to the crew and myself. 
More than once I had the moving experience of seeing the lights of my home town, Krakow, in the 
distance.” 
Baxter’s last flight to Poland was on May 30 1944. By that time of the year, the nights were short; 
take off for the 10-hour flights was in daylight, and the return over Hungary and Yugoslavia at 
dawn carried the risk of meeting German fighters. He completed a few more drops over 
Yugoslavia before returning to England to become an instructor. 
He was born Jan Tadeusz Zablocki on April 3 1920 at Krakow. He was selected for pilot training 
in Poland in 1939 but, after the German invasion he escaped through Hungary and Central 
Europe to France, where he enlisted in the Polish Air Force under French command and began 
pilot training at Lyon. 
He arrived in England in March 1940. On the formation of the Polish Air Force under British 
command in September he was sent to 300 Squadron in a ground trade. Eventually, he 
commenced his training as a pilot, which he completed in Canada. 
After completing his operational training at a bomber unit based near Doncaster, he returned to 
300 Squadron in October 1943. By this time the Wellington was coming to the end of its time as a 
bomber and was used almost exclusively to drop sea mines in the approaches to enemy-held 
ports and in main sea transit areas. 
Baxter recalled of missions over Poland: ‘More than once I had the moving experience of seeing 
the lights of my home town, Krakow, in the distance’ 
Baxter flew his first operation at the end of October when he dropped mines off the German port 
of Emden. During his time on 300 Squadron, most of his missions were against the U-boat bases 
at the French ports of Brest, St Nazaire, and La Pallice, when two large mines were dropped by 
parachute from 1,500 feet. After 12 operations, Baxter left to convert to the Halifax. 
On his return from Italy in June 1944 he became an instructor on the Halifax.  
At the end of the war he spent a few months on 304 Polish Bomber Squadron before going to the 
HQ of Transport Command. 
On the dissolution of the Polish Air Force under British command he elected to remain in Britain 
and enlisted in the Polish Resettlement Corps in December 1946. After two years he was 
discharged. 
For his wartime service he was twice awarded the Polish Cross for Valour as well as the Air Force 
Medal and two Bars. 
In the late 1940s, Baxter started operating commercial aircraft. For a year he flew converted 
Halifax bombers on the Berlin Airlift, completing 242 re-supply flights, mostly with Eagle Aviation. 
In July 1951 he rejoined the RAF and held a number of flying appointments in Britain and 
overseas. From 1958 to 1960 he was with 84 Squadron based in Aden flying the Valetta on 
supply missions to troops patrolling in the Protectorate, in addition to transport flights throughout 
the Middle East. In 1963 he left for Butterworth, near Penang, to join 52 Squadron, which also 
operated the Valetta transport aircraft, flying in support of security forces in the jungle. After two 
years he returned to the UK and finally left the RAF in August 1967 to spend 10 years working in 
the MoD as a linguist and translator. 
Modest and unassuming, he retired to Devon for 10 years of beekeeping and skiing holidays in 
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Europe. In 1990 he started flying the Tiger Moth again and took up sailing. 
In 1966 he was able to bring his mother to Britain from Poland. In 1998 he visited his homeland 
for the first time to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Polish Air Force and to visit his childhood 
haunts. 
Jan Baxter’s second wife and two sons from his first marriage survive him. 
Jan Baxter, born April 3 1920, died March 12 2021     (The Telegraph) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


