
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 62 – 11th JUNE 2021 
 
GREETINGS: 
 

Day 442... More snow on the Berg, extended Eskom load-shedding and water cuts continue in many 
residential areas... Eskom denies secretly launching stage 6 load-shedding... Ramaphosa places 
health minister Zweli Mkhize on special leave... Massive increase in criminals trying to steal your 
identity in South Africa... more than half of all South Africans (36 million) benefitting from government 
grants in some manner. South Africa’s shrinking tax base is too strained to fund the NHI experts 
say... Wildlife, bribery and cigarettes part of latest Op Corona successes... Hmm... Rassie upbeat 
about the 45-man Springbok squad announced for the three-Test series against the British Lions in 
South Africa. Here’s the question: Can the Boks beat the battle-hardened Lions? 
“Brexit Britain” may soon have a new best friend in Germany... Earlier, the EU threatened Britain with 
a sausage trade war... Major websites were taken offline in the wake of a mystery outage that 
affected large parts of the internet on Tuesday... The Duchess of Sussex has released a children's 
book which includes a nod to daughter Lilibet "Lili" Diana, who was born on Friday- “a semi-literate 
vanity project that leaves Harry holding the baby.” 
President Joe Biden’s “naughty list” (Investment Blacklist) almost doubles the number of Chinese 
firms in which Americans are banned from investing... US Senate approves $50bn boost for 
computer chip and AI technology to counter China.... Boris Johnson will meet Joe Biden on 
Thursday(Yesterday)... Biden arrives with demand that UK settle row over Northern Ireland. 
Emmanuel Macron slapped in the face on walkabout (but without the traditional glove for a Dual 
challenge)... President of Magdalen College, Oxford, Dinah Rose, defends students’ right to remove 
photo of Queen... Off with her head!! “Universities are now governed by minorities of woke students.” 
On this day in 1949, George Orwell's classic Nineteen Eighty-Four was published. And just 72 years 
later...  
Royal Air Force Commemorates Commonwealth Air Forces 
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The Royal Air Force has commemorated the men and women from 
Commonwealth Air Forces who lost their lives during the Second World 
War and, to this day, have no known grave. The annual commemorative 
service took place today at the Air Forces Memorial, otherwise known as 
the Runnymede Memorial, near Egham, Surrey, to honour the 20,000+ 
service men and women of the Commonwealth Air Forces who died 
during World War II, and have no known grave.                                                                                
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Representing the UK and the Royal Air Force, the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Mike Wigston KCB CBE ADC, laid a wreath on behalf of the RAF and the Air Force Board. Although 
the service this year was smaller than usual due to COVID-19, individuals from the Armed Forces 
and the wider community were still able to pay their respects to those who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
for the freedoms we enjoy today. This was due to the necessary precautions being taken to ensure 
the event was compliant with Government COVID-19 regulations. The Station Commander of RAF 
Northolt, Group Captain Nick Worrall ADC MA RAF, was also in attendance and read an excerpt of 
Laurence Binyon’s poem ‘For the Fallen.’ The Air Forces Memorial is dedicated to some 20,458 men 
and women from all parts of the Commonwealth, with many coming from European countries that 
were under Nazi German occupation who volunteered to continue the fight as members of the Royal 
Air Force. Personnel from the UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and India are 
commemorated on the walls of the memorial as well as members of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, 
Ferry Command, the Air Transit Auxiliary, the British Overseas Airways Corporation, and the Air 
Training Corps. 
 
LIGHTNING STRIKE: OP SHADER: 
 

 
UK F-35B operating from HMS Queen Elizabeth  
 

The F-35B Lightning jet is an advanced next generation aircraft procured to operate alongside RAF 
Typhoons. Based at RAF Marham in Norfolk, they will be the cutting edge of the Carrier Strike 
Group’s (CSG21) formidable multi-role combat power in the air equipped with advanced sensors, 
mission systems and stealth technology to carry out intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
tasks. This will be first time UK fighter aircraft embark on an operational aircraft carrier deployment 
since 2010 and will be the largest number of F-35Bs ever to sail to seas. 
The renowned 617 Squadron (‘The Dambusters’) will operate the jets to provide tangible and 
impactful support to counter-Daesh operations in Iraq and Syria. 
CSG21, led by HMS Queen Elizabeth, is the largest concentration of maritime and air power to leave 
the UK in a generation and will set sail next month on its first operational deployment. Op Shader is 
the UK’s contribution to the Global Coalition against Daesh. 
This is a joint Royal Air Force and Royal Navy deployment committed to confronting persistent 
threats around the world and make a meaningful contribution to global security. 
March 2021 saw the second anniversary of Daesh’s final and total loss of territory in Syria. However, 
there remain significant numbers of Daesh terrorists in Iraq and Syria. 
The UK remains committed to defeating Daesh and enhancing security in the region, alongside the 
Iraqi Security Forces and our NATO allies. 
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OPERATION G7: 
 

 
 

Hundreds of personnel from across the three services will provide specialist maritime, air and land 
security support to Devon and Cornwall Police during the G7 Leaders’ Summit this weekend.  
World leaders will arrive in Cornwall for the three-day G7 Leaders’ Summit in Carbis Bay.  Devon and 
Cornwall Police have led on plans to ensure the summit is delivered in a safe and secure way for 
local communities and dignitaries with wide-ranging support from Defence.  
Defence are providing a range of capabilities including naval vessels, aircraft, planning staff, logistics 
support, facilities and Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) teams.  The Armed Forces have vast 
experience in supporting events of this nature and will help the local police force to maintain security 
for the many visitors to the area and the local communities.  
At the request of Devon and Cornwall Police, Defence is providing explosive search dogs and 
handlers who will be under police command.  Explosive Ordnance Disposal teams are on standby as 
they are every day, and additional resources will deploy to the area for the event. 
Military personnel from across the Armed Services will also perform ceremonial duties to mark the 
Summit including a Guard of Honour for delegates. The Guard of Honour will feature 40 
representatives from units in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines, the British Army’s Coldstream 
Guards and RAF's Queen’s Colour Squadron. 
 
BACK ON THE RAILS: 
 

One of the local Railway Preservation Societies, Ceres Rail Company, has made a small but historic 
step to arrest the decay of our once proud railway network. “After months of hard work and 
dedication, the team at Ceres Rail Company are proud to announce that our Freight service is back 
up and running. With the train in the video being our second train, we are confident in saying that we 
are well on our way to meeting our mandate and are ready to move more freight from road to rail. We 
could not have achieved this milestone without our core partner, Transnet Freight Rail , who 
performed the operations involved with pride and professionalism. We also wish to thank our sister 
company, Ceres Golf Estate for their unwavering support”. 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=467196191098648&notif_id=1622852152408895&notif_t=watch_follower_video&ref
=notif 
 
COVID JABS: 
 

Please get your Jab if you are able, it protects you from a really bad dose of COVID and also it does 
give people you meet, if you still do, a little protection from the pandemic. Be responsible as we know 
you all are and ‘cover-up.’ We want to see you at lunches when we return to them.  
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PLACE DE LA CONCORDE: 
 

 
 

Back to the Future: 45 years ago, on May 24, 1976, Britain and France opened a trans-Atlantic 
Concorde supersonic transport service to Washington DC from London and Paris. Two Concordes - 
British Airways and Air France - simultaneously flew over the city, before meeting nose to nose at 
Washington Dulles International Airport. Air France operated regular scheduled service on the 
Concorde until 1977, then operated on a charter basis at Dulles until 2000. British Airways operated 
scheduled passenger service until November 8, 1994. The Air France Concorde made a final historic 
landing on June 12th 2003, at Washington Dulles International Airport. The supersonic SST jet 
travelled from Paris to Dulles, officially ending Air France's 27 years of service. The aircraft was 
donated to the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. 
 
WOLF OF BADENOCH: 
 

Clive and Terry Mitchell are living in a most scenic part of Scotland (See their Facebook posts), but also 
one replete with Scottish history. Morayshire was part of the stamping ground of Alexander Stewart, 
Earl of Buchan, Alasdair Mór mac an Rígh, and called the Wolf of Badenoch (1343 – 20 June 1405), 
was the third surviving son of King Robert II of Scotland and youngest by his first wife, Elizabeth 
Mure of Rowallan. He was the first Earl of Buchan since John Comyn, from 1382 until his death. 
Alexander married the widowed Euphemia I, Countess of Ross, but they had no children. He did 
have a large family by his longtime mistress, Mairead inghean Eachainn. Alexander was Justiciar of 
Scotia for a time, but not an effective one. He held large territories in the north of Scotland before 
eventually losing a large part of them. Alexander is remembered for his destruction of the Royal 
Burgh of Elgin and its cathedral. His nickname was earned due to his notorious cruelty and rapacity, 
but there is no evidence that it was used during his lifetime. The cruel rampages of Alexander 
Stewart, Earl of Buchan, were deadly - and his appetite for destruction of his foes simply terrifying. As 
he rampaged through the north, he set fire to the towns of Forres and Elgin, where the cathedral was 
torched and chaplains and canons burnt out of their homes. (Wikipedia and The Scotsman) 
 
ROAD BLOCK – WHERE FOR AARTO? 
 

Civil society group Outa says that it will consider approaching the South African courts to postpone 
the rollout of the Adjudication of Road Traffic Offences (Aarto) Act, which is scheduled to come into 
effect from 1 July. The Aarto and combined demerit system will penalise drivers and fleet operators 
who are guilty of traffic offences or infringements by imposing demerit points that could lead to the 
suspension or cancellation of licences, professional driving permits or operator cards. It will also 
encourage the payment of fines and reduce the burden on South African courts, by removing the 
initial option to elect to appear in court. Outa told Afrikaans newspaper Beeld that it is currently 
awaiting a court hearing on the constitutionality of the Act, which is scheduled for October, and that 
the Aarto should be deferred until this challenge is heard. 
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Outa’s argument centres around the wide-ranging powers given to the national government by the 
bill and the loss of rights and responsibilities that are supposed to be conferred on government and 
municipalities. The group said that it will first approach government to ask for the postponement, 
failing which it will approach the courts.  
 
ANZAC ABORIGINE: 
 

On another ethnic note - New research into the little-known participation of Indigenous Australians in 
the Boer War has prompted the official dedication of a memorial grave in Sydney to one Aboriginal 
veteran forgotten by history. Yuin man Jack Alick Bond was among the first Indigenous people to 
serve the British Empire overseas, participating in two deployments to the Boer War in 1900 and 
1902. Bond, a former police tracker, was also the first known Indigenous soldier to be given a service 
medal – the Queen’s South Africa Medal personally presented to him by the Duke of York and future 
King George V in 1901. On Monday 31 May New South Wales governor Joan Beazley, historians 
and Bond family relatives will dedicate a memorial to Bond at his hitherto unmarked grave in La 
Perouse, the oldest continuous Indigenous settlement in Sydney, where he lived and died in 1941. 
Historian Peter Bakker has spent almost a decade researching the service of Bond and nine other 
Indigenous Boer War veterans. “So very little was known about them – the military historians had 
pretty much overlooked the Indigenous men who served in the Boer War. The amazing thing about 
Jack Alick Bond for me was that so little was known about him and his service even within his very 
extensive family,” says Bakker who, along with Pastor Ray Minniecon – co-founder of the annual 
Redfern march to honour Indigenous “diggers” – helped raise the funds for Bond’s memorial.                                                               
(ANZAC Day, 25 April, was commemorated in SA by a Dawn Service at Diamond Hill (Donkerhoek) 
organised this year by the Transvaal Scottish Regimental Association.) 
(Sent in by T C Shultz, former USAF Air Attaché in SA)                                                                                    
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/may/28/forgotten-aboriginal-boer-war-veteran-memorialised-at-sydney-
grave 
 
SKOKIAAN: 
 

If the Pandemic, the lockdown, the ANC and Zondo Commission drive you to drink... "Skokiaan" is a 
popular tune originally written by Zimbabwean musician August Musarurwa (d. 1968, usually 
identified as August Msarurgwa on record labels) in the “tsaba-tsaba” big-band style that succeeded 
“marabi”. Skokiaan (Chikokiyana in Shona) refers to an illegal self-made alcoholic beverage typically 
brewed over one day that may contain ingredients such as maize meal, water and yeast, plus other 
volatiles to speed up the fermentation process. The tune has also been recorded as "Sikokiyana," 
"Skokiana," and "Skokian."....... "Skokiaan" was originally composed and first recorded as a sax and 
trumpet instrumental by the African Dance Band of the Cold Storage Commission of Southern 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) under leadership of August Musarurwa (possibly in 1947 – anthropologist David 
Coplan seems to be the sole source for this date). The band comprised two saxophones, two banjos, traps, 
and a bass. Several tunes played by the Cold Storage Band were recorded by ethnomusicologist 
Hugh Tracey in June 1951. On Tracey's recording, Musarurwa also apparently played for the 
Chaminuka Band. Musarurwa copyrighted "Skokiaan", probably in 1952. Within a year of its 1954 
release in South Africa, at least 19 cover versions of "Skokiaan" appeared. The Rhodesian version 
reached No 17 in the United States, while a cover version by Ralph Marterie climbed to No. 3. All 
versions combined propelled the tune to No. 2 on the Cash Box charts that year. Its popularity 
extended outside of music, with several urban areas in the United States taking its name. Artists who 
produced their own interpretations include The Four Lads, Louis Armstrong, Bill Haley, Herb Alpert, 
Brave Combo, Hugh Masekela and Kermit Ruffins. The Wiggles also covered this song on their Furry 
Tales album. The music itself illustrates the mutual influences between Africa and the wider world.                                          
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwc6gBXn2E4  
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ROOIBOS REGISTERED: 
 

Rooibos has joined the likes of Champagne and Irish Whiskey to be included in the EU’s 
Geographical Indication (GI) register 
·        The SA Rooibos Council says the certification will be a great boost for the Rooibos industry 
·        The SA-made tea has become the first food in Africa to receive the international protection 
In a world-first for African food, Rooibos tea has now been awarded the status of geographical 
indication (GI) in the European Union. 
The European Commission has listed ‘Rooibos’/’Red Bush’ tea in its register of both protected 
designations of origin and protected geographical indications. 
This means that tea can only be labelled as Rooibos or "Red Bush" tea if it is made using dried 
leaves of 100% pure ‘Rooibos’ derived from Aspalathus linearis that has been cultivated or wild-
harvested in designated local municipalities of the Western and Northern Cape provinces. 
The registration will also allow South Africa’s Rooibos industry to use the EU logo on its products to 
indicate quality and authenticity to consumers in Europe. 
The registration has been welcomed by the South African Rooibos Council and the Western Cape 
government. SA Rooibos Council chair Martin Bergh says this moves signals global recognition for 
the much-loved indigenous tea. 
“It means in practice that we have the same designation as products like Champagne and Porto and 
so on, which simply is the protection of a name. Nobody else may use the name Rooibos.  But it also 
gives you a certain status about quality, reliability, sustainability - all those things that go together with 
a GI”. 
Bergh says the certification will help put the industry on the map and protect local producers against 
fake teas labelled as Rooibos. 
“On the defensive side, it means that we don't need to keep watching our backs for people who 
illegally go and register the name Rooibos, and then we have to go fight it again. It is now secured.”    
(Businesstech) 
 

RAF SQUADRON BADGES: 
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TAILPIECE: 
 

We all need someone to keep reminding us,  
To do this and do that and don’t make a fuss, 
Sometimes it’s easy 
Other times cheesy,  
And most of the time it is all superfluous. 
(The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 

Advice to Older Folk: Do not sit on the floor without a plan on how to get back up... 
 

Its load-shedding again and all the neighbours’ generators are going... So I started the lawnmower so 
I don’t sound poor. 
 

An Englishman, a Scotsman, an Irishman, a Zimbabwean, a Latvian, a Chinese, a Japanese, a Kiwi, 
a Canuck, an Eskimo, a Fijian, a Turk, an Aussie, a Yank, an Egyptian, a Spaniard, a Mongolian, a 
Tibetan, a Polack, a Mexican, a Spaniard, a Greek, a Russian, an Estonian, a German, an Indian, an 
Italian, a Brazilian, a Kenyan, a South African, a Filipino, a Pakistani, a Korean, an Argentinean, a 
Lithuanian, a Dane, a Finn, a Swede, an Israeli, a Romanian, a Bulgarian, a Serb, a Czech, a Croat, 
and a Panamanian go to a fancy bar............... 
The bouncer says: "Sorry. I can't let you in without a Thai. " 
 

An older lady decided to give herself a big treat for her 70th birthday by staying overnight in an 
expensive hotel. When she checked out next morning, the desk clerk handed her a bill for $250.00. 
She exploded and demanded to know why the charge was so high. “It’s a nice hotel but the rooms 
certainly aren’t worth $250.00 for just an overnight stay! I didn’t even have breakfast.” 
The clerk told her that $250.00 is the ‘standard rate’, so she insisted on speaking to the Manager.            
The Manager appeared and forewarned by the desk clerk, announced: “This Hotel has an Olympic-
sized pool and a huge conference centre which are available for use.” “But I didn’t use them,” she 
said. ”Well, they are here, and you could have,” explained the Manager.  
He went on to explain that she could also have seen one of the in-hotel Shows for which the hotel is 
famous. “We have the best entertainers from the World over performing here,” the Manager said.                                                                                     
“But I didn’t go to any of those shows,” she said. 
“Well, we have them, and you could have,” the Manager replied. No matter what amenity the 
Manager mentioned, she replied, “But I didn’t use it!” and The Manager countered with his standard 
response. After several minutes Discussion with the Manager unmoved, she decided to pay, wrote a 
check and gave it to him. The Manager was surprised when he looked at the check. 
“But madam, this check is for only $50.00.” “That’s correct. I charged you $200.00 for sleeping with 
me,” she replied. “But I didn’t!” exclaims the very surprised Manager. 
“Well, too bad, I was here, and you could have.” 
Don’t mess with Senior Citizens!!! 
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